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that would enhance the quality of life and promote the growth and
well-being of youth and their families in the Town of Huntington. 

The Institute is an integral part of the Town of Huntington Youth
Bureau’s system of comprehensive services, focused on the
commitment of helping youth and families develop to their 
highest potential by practicing youth development which
empowers youth to engage in all aspects of programming design
to ensure that programs meet their current and emerging needs.
As the separate not-for-profit arm of the Town of Huntington
Youth Bureau, the Institute is comprised of five specialized Town-
wide Projects, serving all 8 public school districts, as well as
private and parochial schools. 

These programs are designed to address the many experiences
that emerge during the adolescent years, and include: Huntington
Sanctuary  - strengthening families to stay together and helping
runaway kids stay safe; Project Excel - an employment, education
and creative arts program; Huntington Drug and Alcohol
Counseling Center - providing substance abuse education,
prevention and treatment for youth and adults; Huntington Youth
Court - follows the principles of restorative justice and guides
youth through positive peer influence, strengthening of self-
esteem, instilling motivation for self-improvement, and
enhancement of a sense of community.

Message from the Executive Director: 
Janine Salgado, LCSW-R

The Huntington Youth Bureau Youth
Development Research Institute,
Inc. (aka the Institute) is proud of
the work that has enriched the lives
of youth in Huntington for 47 years.  
The Institute was established in
1979 with the mandate to assist in
the development of a coordinated
system of programs and services  



Project C.A.S.T. (Communities and Schools Together) - a violence
prevention program in partnership with Tri Community and Youth
Agency, provides advocacy, case management and family
strengthening programming to at-risk youth in grades 5-9 and
their families. 

Through the decades, staff have provided guidance, nurturance,
support and opportunity to an adolescent population. None of
this work would be possible if not for the support of the Town
Supervisor Ed Smyth and the Town Board who continuously value
youth and the role they play in our community. Their support
allows the Institute to serve youth in a very customizable way.
There is a belief that youth can successfully navigate life’s journey
through adolescence when service is delivered with respect and
engagement. Youth are given a voice in their program design and
recognized for their strengths. 

We stand committed to the well-being of youth through the
establishment of positive influences through program design,
mentorship and a foundational belief that youth matter. Much of
our work cannot be done alone. The shared passion for working
with youth is evident in our three honorees. Volunteers serve as
the community connection whether by serving as a board member
on the Youth Board, giving of time to serve youth, advocating for
the destigmatizing of substance abuse addiction, or connecting
with community resources to teach youth the importance of
accountability. Thank you to all the staff and volunteers for their 
involvement among youth.
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Thank you to Supervisor Edmund J. Smyth and the Huntington Town Board for their
support of youth programs in the Town of Huntington. All proceeds will go to the

Huntington Youth Bureau Institute, a not for profit, 501 c(3) organization, which provides
supportive programs and services to local youth and their families. 
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A Farewell to SummerA Farewell to Summer
Huntington Youth Bureau Institute’s

Previous Honorees

 Our honorees are selected in recognition of their dedication,
commitment, and contributions to the youth of our community.

Their willingness to go above and beyond has made a
meaningful difference in the lives of young people. 



HonoreeHonoreeHonoree
NYS AssemblymanNYS Assemblyman

Steve SternSteve Stern
NYS Assemblyman

Steve Stern

Affairs Committee of the New York State Assembly. Steve was elected to the
Assembly in a special election in April, 2018, and hit the ground running, passing
an impressive 6 bills in his first 6 weeks, including laws to safeguard our
precious groundwater, services for veterans and measures to protect children’s
health. Steve has also secured unprecedented funding for our local schools and
for law enforcement in the fight against the deadly opioid epidemic and gang
violence. 

Assemblyman Stern has worked closely throughout his career with the brave
men and women who serve our great nation. Steve has sponsored and passed
legislation to improve access to critical veteran benefits they deserve, and to
improve veterans’ employment opportunities. He has also passed legislation to
protect veteran homebuyers from fraud through loan counseling and
assistance, and to expand opportunity for Service-Disabled Veteran Owned
Business Enterprises. 

Steve has supported meaningful incentives for innovative housing options to
keep our seniors in the communities they love, and to support our young adults
who strive for home ownership on Long Island. He secured a property tax rebate
credit for STAR and Enhanced STAR and led the successful effort to protect
homeowners and ensure prompt resolution of insurance claims after natural
disasters to provide peace of mind and to return residents home. 

With our Long Island environment facing unprecedented threats, Steve is
working to protect the air we breathe, the water we drink and our environment
from the dangers of a rapidly changing climate. Assemblyman Stern has co-
sponsored and passed initiatives to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and
incentivize renewable and sustainable energy; prohibit offshore drilling in our
Long Island coastal waters; ban products that contain 1,4 dioxane that
contaminate our drinking water; and prohibited the disposal of toxic spoils into
New York’s Marine District. 

Steve Stern is proud to have been re-elected to
serve his fourth term as the New York State
Assemblyman representing the 10th Assembly
District and named Chairman of the Veterans’ 



Steve secured vital funding for clean water infrastructure to protect our water
quality and brought home $22 million to complete Huntington Station sewer
infrastructure to support downtown revitalization and protect our precious sole-
source aquifer. 

Assemblyman Stern also believes that reducing gun violence and protecting
public safety is one of the great moral issues of our time. He is the proud 
co-sponsor of New York’s “Red Flag Law” which helps keep guns out of the hands
of those who should not have them and allows immediate intervention when
individuals demonstrate dangerous or violent behavior that poses a risk to public
safety. His commitment to youth in Huntington includes the strong support of
funding for CAST (Community and Schools Together) and new vans for Youth
Bureau services.

Assemblyman Stern previously served six terms as Suffolk County Legislator
representing the 16th District. In addition to representing our community with
distinction and a commitment to providing outstanding constituent services,
Steve has also authored several legislative initiatives that have been the first in
New York State and even in the nation.

Steve strongly believes that when a soldier goes off to protect the ground we
stand on, it is unacceptable that he or she should have to come home to sleep on
it. He introduced and passed the “Housing Our Homeless Heroes Act”, an
important legislative initiative to end veteran homelessness and ensure that our
veterans and their families always have a place to call home. Steve also
authored the “Protect Our Fallen Heroes Act,” which protects military funerals
from reprehensible and disrespectful protests while families are grieving the loss
of their loved ones to ensure respect for those who made the ultimate sacrifice
for our great nation.

Steve created New York State’s first Silver Alert system, which – like an Amber
Alert – assists in the safe return of our loved ones with Alzheimer’s Disease and
other cognitive disorders. It has since been expanded by the Suffolk County
Police Department to include those with special needs, such as autism,
developmental disabilities and severe mental illness.

Assemblyman Stern graduated from Tulane University in New Orleans, Louisiana
and received his law degree from Western Michigan University TMC Law School,
graduating cum laude. He is a Certified Elder Law Attorney (CELA) through the
National Elder Law Foundation and is admitted to practice law in New York and
Florida. He was also elected a Fellow of The New York Bar Foundation. In
addition, Steve has served as an adjunct professor of law at Touro School of Law,
is a past trustee of the Long Island Chapter of the Multiple Sclerosis Society and
a past vice president of the Suffolk Y JCC. He has been featured in Newsday, The
New York Times and Long Island Business News. Steve is also proud to have been
chosen as Man of the Year in Government by the Times of Huntington.



HonoreeHonoreeHonoree

Kathryn CostaKathryn CostaKathryn Costa

Born and raised in Huntington, New York, Kathryn Costa
earned her Bachelor's degree in Social Work from the
University of North Carolina at Greensboro in 1980. She
began her career as a youth worker with the Half Hollow
Hills Youth Development Association before becoming the
Director of the Islip-East Islip Youth Development
Corporation. In 1986, she received her Master's degree in
Social Work from Adelphi University. 

Following her graduate studies, Ms. Costa joined the
Huntington Union Free School District (HUFSD) as a Youth
Counselor and Social Worker, launching her career in the
district. Ms. Costa views her career in two distinct phases.
The first was dedicated to drug and alcohol education.
During this time, she provided K-8 instruction, developed
curricula and educational materials, supervised therapists,
established Safe Homes initiatives, and coordinated more
than 40 parent forums alongside the Safe and Drug-Free
Schools Act Committee. 

As student needs evolved, she transitioned her focus to
address rising rates of anxiety, depression, suicidal ideation,
and school avoidance. Today, she works closely with
students facing learning differences, attentional challenges,
and emotional disabilities. A proud recipient of HUFSD's
SEPTA Award, she remains deeply committed to helping
students and their families navigate complex challenges
and restore their well-being. 



Ms. Costa has dedicated the past four decades of her
career to the J. Taylor Finley Middle School community,
which has remained her home base even while serving
across multiple buildings in the district. She deeply values
the daily collaboration with Finley colleagues who share
her commitment to supporting all aspects of student
mental health. In recent years, she has taken great pride
in mentoring new social workers and contributing to
initiatives like Finley's student/teacher mentoring program,
restorative circles, and restorative justice practices. 

Over the course of her career, he has served on the
Huntington Youth Bureau's Sanctuary Board and has
worked closely with nearly every program the Youth
Bureau offers, reflecting a longstanding partnership
grounded in a mutual dedication to supporting youth and
families in the community. 

Kathryn and her husband, Peter, have been married for 40
years and have two children: Laura, a senior editor for an
advertising agency specializing in healthcare, and Daniel,
the head of sales for a financial consulting company
focused on systematic investing. 



HonoreeHonoreeHonoree

Dr. Scott MullerDr. Scott MullerDr. Scott Muller

Dr. Muller has been Assistant Principal at Walt Whitman High School
for 20 years. For him, that role is all about connecting; how he’s
interacting with the many different components that keep a school
running successfully: the principal, the staff, the students, the families,
and the community. “The main goal is to support the vision of the
principal, but also to make sure you're connecting with kids and
families,” explained Dr. Muller. “You need leadership and you need
management in a school. And a lot of the management usually falls
on the assistant principal and the leadership falls on the principal. But
there are many times that if you have the right principal who allows
you to shine with your leadership, and if you have the right person as
assistant principal, then you can bring out that leadership aspect as
well.” 

That collaboration has been an asset for Walt Whitman High School.
Dr. John Murphy, principal of Walt Whitman High School, has worked
closely with Dr. Muller for over 10 years. “Dr. Muller’s compassion and
empathy towards all students, and in particular, our special education
population and our ENL students, is a huge part of our success. Even
though we have a diverse school, he makes sure that every one of
those students feel important, valued and reach their fullest potential.
And he gives the support to teachers to make sure that happens. He’s
always available no matter what the time of day and he’s always
willing to make sure that our building and our community are put first.” 



As seriously as he takes his job to make a difference in students’ lives,

Dr. Muller is always willing to poke fun at himself, and his students love

it. “That’s just as important as the academics,” said Dr. Muller. “Those

connections make the kids feel valued and safe. Because when you

feel valued, you feel connected. If they can trust me and I can trust

them and we can develop that relationship, then we're golden.” 

Dr. Muller received his Bachelor of Science in Biology from

Binghamton University, his Masters of Science in Elementary

Education from Dowling College, his Post-Master’s Certification in

School District Administration from SUNY Stony Brook, and his

Doctorate of Education in Educational Administration and Supervision

from St. John’s University. He was selected as the 2025 New York

State Assistant Principal of the Year by the School Administrators

Association of New York State (SAANYS). When speaking about his

community, he stated, “I want to praise South Huntington. I love the

communication between the school and the community, and that

we’re always looking for ways to improve. We’re creating the future. I

love that we never think we’re done.” He wants to thank the

Huntington Youth Bureau for this honor but more importantly for

helping develop the future and investing in the youth of this beautiful

and supportive town. The South Huntington School Community, and

the greater Huntington Community, are able to help students and

families through programs such as Youth Court and Huntington Drug

and Alcohol Counseling, and the relationship that has developed

between the school district and the Town of Huntington has fostered

trust and made a great impact on students.





Huntington Drug and Alcohol Counseling Center (HDACC) is
a state licensed, outpatient chemical dependency
treatment/prevention provider. They are committed to
providing comprehensive prevention, education, and
treatment services to youth and adults in our community.
HDACC offers individual, group and family counseling to
individuals who are experiencing problems related to their
substance use, those who are at-risk of becoming
substance involved, and their families. Prevention services
include presentations in schools and throughout the
community on healthy choices, coping skills, and other
topics related to substance use. HDACC is a community
based, not-for-profit agency licensed and funded by the
NYS Office of Alcohol and Substance Abuse Services, in
conjunction with Suffolk County and the Town of Huntington.

Huntington Drug and Alcohol Counseling Center
423 Park Ave - 3  Floorrd

Huntington, NY 11743
(631) 271 - 3591  |  info@hdacc.org

Programs include:
Individual/Group/Significant Other/Family Counseling
Teen Intervene
Too Good for Drugs
Too Good for Violence
Sports PPW
Active Parenting
Tabling Events/Narcan Trainings
Workshops/Presentations
Topic Specific Info Sessions





Programs include:
Volunteer Trainings in English and Spanish
Spanish Speaking Youth Court
College Tours in collabaration with Project Excel
Field Trips to Court Houses
Jail Tours
Community Service/Food Drives
Tabling Events/Presentations
CSI Workshops
Ambassadorship
Guest Speakers

Huntington Youth Court
423 Park Ave - Room 211

Huntington, NY 11743
(631) 271 - 5547

info@huntingtonyouthcourt.org

Huntington Youth Court is a restorative justice program.
Youth under the age of 18 who committed a school
violantion or their first misdemeanor crime, are offered
the opportunity to have their case heard by a jury of
their peers. Volunteer high school students who have
been trained to fullfill the roles of judge, jury and
advocates will hear the case in a trial setting. Youth
Court staff case managers will provide support as youth
respondents complete their assigned sanctions. HYC is
also the first to establish a spanish speaking Youth
Court program in New York State.





Project Excel
423 Park Ave - 3  Floorrd

Huntington, NY 11743
(631) 271 - 5499

info@projectexcel.org

Project Excel is a comprehensive youth enrichment
program which serves youth, ages 11-21 within the Town
of Huntington, in the areas of art enrichment, life skills,
education and employment. Our programs and services
include: Art, Girls Who Code, 3-D design, International
Cooking, Huntington Youth Writes, Why Try Motivational
programs, Alternatives to College, College and Career
Exploration, SAT prep classes and Employment training
and Referral Services. Project Excel strives to help youth
build skills which will help them succeed at home, in
school and in the work place. 

Programs include:
College and Career Services
Employment Services
Life Skills Presentations/Workshops
STEM Based Programming
Visual and Performing Arts
Summer at Excel
Educational and Recreational Field Trips
Tabling Events





Huntington Sanctuary
423 Park Ave - 3  Floorrd

Huntington, NY 11743
(631) 271 - 2183

info@huntingtonsanctuary.org

Huntington Sanctuary is a specialized project that assists
youth between the ages of 12 and 21 who run away or
are at risk of running away from home. Sanctuary’s
professional staff members provide counseling, crisis
intervention and referrals to short-term emergency
housing. Services are confidential and free of cost for all
Town of Huntington residents. Sanctuary offers
temporary emergency housing for runaway youth through
its host home network. Host homes volunteer to provide
room and board and to allow these youth to live as a
member of their family while Sanctuary staff works with
the adolescent and his/her parents to facilitate a return
home.

Programs include:
Individual/Family Counseling
Temporary Emergency Housing
Anger Management Groups
Independent Living Program
Family Social Work Program
Volunteer Opportunities as a Host Home
Presentations/Tabling Events





Programs include:
Bilingual Mental Health Counseling
Intensive Case Management
Referrals to more positive alternate programs
Assistance in utilizing resources and services in the community
Advocacy Services
Tools to increase grades and attendance
Tools to improve social skills
Tools to improve leadership skills
Mentoring
Recreational and Educational Field Trips

Project CAST
(Communities and Schools Together)

809 New York Ave
Huntington, NY 11743

(631) 673 - 0614
mmacdonald@projectcast.org

Project CAST is a joint community intervention project
between the Huntington Youth Bureau Institute and Tri
Community and Youth Agency. CAST is designed to help
at risk youth make positive choices through educating
and empowering youth and their families. Project CAST
is an outgrowth of the Town of Huntington Supervisor’s
Gang Task Force compased of law enforcement, local
community youth agencies and school districts, Town
Departments and community members. Project CAST
provides intensive outreach and case management to at
risk youth in grades 5-12 and their families in the Town of
Huntington.



STEVE STERN KATHRYN COSTA DR. SCOTT MULLER









Friends of Andrew Raia
P.O. BOX 1483

EAST NORTHPORT, NY 1 1731

CONGRATULATIONS TO THIS
YEAR’S HONOREES!



THANK YOU TO MICHAEL WHITE, FOR THE 
CONTRIBUTION OF HIS ARTISTIC TALENTS!



Huntington Drug & Alcoho l  Counse l ing Center

Thank you to the staff at HYB who put in
hard work and dedication into empowering
the lives of youth and their families in the

Town of Huntington.

Huntington Youth Court



Fisca l  Department

Huntington Sanctuary

Project  Exce l







FOR THEIR GENEROUS DONATION OF
FLOWERS FOR OUR EVENT!

5900 JERICHO TURNPIKE
COMMACK , NY 11725

THANK YOU TO. . .

THANK YOU TO. . .

THE BZ TRIO

FOR THIS EVENING’S ENTERTAINMENT!



Thank you to our raff le  donors :
LET’S ROME SCAVENGER

RPM RACEWAY
BEAT THE BOMB

Q-ZAR PUBLIC LASER TAG
ELITE ISLAND RESORTS

TILLES CENTER 
NEW YORK GIANTS
NEW YORK KNICKS

LONG ISLAND DUCKS
ZORN’S OF BETHPAGE
DEL VINO VINEYARDS

THE NORTHPORT HOTEL
BRADFORD PORTRAITS

JEFF’S GOURMET MARKET
THE ROCK UNDERGROUND

ORIENTAL TRADING
ANTHONY PAUL SALON

HAND AND STONE
GINO’S PIZZA OF COMMACK

HUNTINGTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY
LEGOLAND NEW YORK RESORT

ART OF PILATES
BLUE WHALE

SCRUBZ BODY
PATRICIA HILLENBRAND ARTIST

HUMMEL HUMMEL BAKERY
SUNSET WORLD RESORTS

CLUB PILATES

JUICI
PRIME RESTAURANT

DAISY NAIL & SPA
GREEN GARDEN

GREENLAWN HAIR BOUTIQUE
R&J BARBER SHOP

NEW DIVA NAIL & SPA
PAWFECT PET

VICTORIA’S NAILS & SPA 
RETRO FITNESS
NEW YORK JETS

FAT BOY BURRITO
PANERA BREAD

VANDERBILT MUSUEM 
HARBOR GARDENS

CARVEL
AMC THEATER

V&F MEAT CENTER
OLD WESTBURY GARDENS

LA NONNAS PIZZA
ISMASH
LOWE’S

CARUSO’S ITALIAN FINE FOODS
RED BULLS NEW YORK

LONG ISLAND AQUARIUM
HARLEY‘S AMERICAN GRILL

THE TAP ROOM
OHEKA CASTLE

ENGEMAN THEATER

THANK YOU TO. . .

FOR HOSTING TONIGHT’S EVENT!



THANK YOU TO. . .

FOR THEIR GENEROUS CONTRIBUTION 
OF DESSERTS!

Thank you for joining us tonight and 

for your support of youth services in 

our community. 

We hope to see you at our future events!



Follow us on Facebook:

@huntingtonyouthbureau

Check out our website:

huntingtonyouthbureau.org

Huntington Youth Bureau Institute
423 Park Ave, Huntington, NY 11743
info@huntingtonyouthbureau.org

631-351-3061
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