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Minutes  of Committee meeting 6pm on   28th May 2026 by Zoom	Comment by Ms Annells: 
	1
	Apologies  
Manish Suchak ( Business Rep)
Present Debbie Annells (Minutes), Patrick Lowe (Chair),  Anant Suchak ( Treasurer), Jack Moxley (Publicity), and Jean Thomas (Tenants).  
	

	2
	Minutes of  Forum Committee meeting on 4thth March 2026.
These were agreed by all with no amendments. 
	

	3
	Dates for future Committee meetings.
See below.
	

	Part B
	Main Business
	

	4
	Independent Examiner Feedback and next steps
Matters had proceeded quickly with the Independent Examiner (IE) , Mr Derek Stebbing BA (Hons) Dip ED MRTPI  of Intelligent Plans and Examinations (IPE) Ltd being appointed in March 2026. He  had visited Coldean incognito on 22nd March 2026 and has reviewed all our Plan documents, including a tracked updated Plan taking into account the Forums response to further queries from the Council arising from the Regulation 16 Consultation. All Plan documents  and evidence are available for viewing on the Council website and via the CNPF website. 

After the preparation of a Statement of Common Grounds (SoCG), as requested by the IE, agreed with the Councils Planning Team after the Forum  Committee’s Zoom meeting with them at the end of April 2026 (recording and transcript available), the IE has come back with Draft Final Report on the Plan. We have been asked to Factcheck that, and also the Council and SDNPA will do likewise.

The Committee, having reviewed the Draft Final Report/Factcheck  from the IE have only a few comments on it, and have accepted all the 11 changes the IE wishes to make to Policy wordings in the Plan.  He wishes us to delete old Traffic Policy T2, and insert 6 Maps for Local Community Spaces in addition to the 8 Maps already in the Plan depicting Local Green Spaces. The Forum Committee felt the IE requests were fair and reasonable and can supply the 6 extra Maps, which were already included in Our Green Spaces Review document. Other changes to Neighbourhood Plans caused by the legislative changes effective 26th March 2026, were in fact already covered by our draft Plan, ie a Nature Strategy Recovery review.  The Committee agreed to update the Council on the few changes we suggested to the draft IE Report/Factcheck, in the matrix the Council had provided.

The draft IE Report indicates the Plan, as modified for his 11 main comments, meets all legal requirements and the Basic Conditions. Additionally the IE had considered whether to extend the Referendum area but said it should not be extended.

The Council indicated they update the Plan, with tracked changes, for a Full Council meeting in July 2026, with a view to the Referendum taking place in   September 2026.

The Forum Committee were happy with this outcome from the IE Review
	































Debbe to report back to Carly Dockerill at the Council on this.

	5.
	S106 update
Jack to write regarding the BACA s106 monies, still not received by them.
It was not clear what was happening on the Better Brighton Future Fund bids. There is a proposal to create a pedestrian crossing over Coldean Lane at Varley Hall, it is not clear if that is s106 or Better Brighton Fund or something else. Debbie to write to Simon Barratt at the Council for an update.
	
Jack




Debbie

	6.
	Planning Applications Update
Planning applications for the Coldean area are constantly under review by the Committee.  There is an HMO extension application for Walton Banks which the Council had approved, we did not object as it is believed to be a Council property, meant to be for multiple occupation.
An Enforcement Notice  has been issued against the building of 22 Rushlake Close where the (retrospective) Planning Applications had been rejected. An Appeal to the Secretary of State has now commenced by the owner.
	

Patrick

	7.
	Website Update etc
The Go Daddy domain costs, for hosting the CNPF website had been paid, but it is not clear how these costs are covered going forwards, in future years as the website needs to keep running, possibly until 2041. The Council have said they will not pay for revisions to the desktop published version of the Final Plan, so minor costs for amending that that and for updating the CNPF website will need to be covered. To be considered how to handle.
	
Anant






All

	8.
	AOB
* It was agreed that at the time of the Referendum  we may need to do a printed flyer to all Coldean households to encourage all eligible voters to vote, or post Postal votes. The likely Referendum dates, usually on a Thursday, are 10th, 17th or 24th of September 2026.
* There is a review of the new, updated SDNPA Plan during its Consultation Period in Lewes at the Lewes Climate Hub, and Debbie, and possibly Patrick will attend, on Wed 11th June 2026 at 11am.
* Patrick had attended a meeting about the improvements proposed for Brighton Seafront, and raised the Coldean Neighbourhood Plan.
* We need to follow up with Councillor Tobias Sheard (now the Deputy Mayor) on the proposed meeting with the Council Planning Enforcement Team.
	


Jack










Patrick

	
	Meeting closed  at 7.15 pm
	




image1.png
Planning Forum




