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Minutes  of Committee meeting 6pm on  2nd October 2025 by Zoom	Comment by Ms Annells: 
	1
	Apologies  
None
Present Debbie Annells (Minutes); Patrick Lowe (Chair),  Anant Suchak(Treasurer) and Jack Moxley (Publicity), Jean Thomas (Tenants) and Manish Suchak (Business) 
	

	2
	Minutes of  Forum Committee meeting on 24th July  2025.
These were agreed by all with no amendments.  Note the corrected date.
	

	3
	Dates for future Committee meetings.
See below.
	

	Part B
	Main Business
	

	4
	Preparation for the Regulation 16 Consultation.
Documents including the redated September 2025 v21 of the Plan have been submitted to the BHCC Council Planning team, and now accepted by them as the full Regulation 15 submission. These  documents are now all uploaded to the CNPF website, under the Final documents tab, or on the Main page. 
The Committee were very happy that dates for the Regulation 16 Consultation, to be run by the Council Planning Team, with responses sent back through the Council’s Your Voice Planning Portal directly to them, had been set, starting on Thursday 23rd October 2025, and running for 6 weeks until  Thursday 4th December 2025 (midnight).
Patrick to contact Residents Assn newsletter to post a longer than usual article about this Consultation in the upcoming Newsletter edition.
A diary of Drop-In events in differing venues and times during the Consultation Period would be set up for enquiries and so that people can look through the hard copy  documents as needed, and ask questions of Committee members, and submit feedback to the Council portal. 
The Council will prepare an email with links to their Portal and the Plan documents for the Forum to email to its Members and Consultees, including all those who had responded at the Regulation 14 stage.
Posters for all 6 Coldean Notice Boards, and 6 Notice Boards in Denman Place will be lodged in due course, notifying the Neighbourhood Area of the start of the Regulation 16 Consultation.
A short information document will be created to summarise the process and progress on the Plan, and it’s main points,  for use at Drop-In Sessions and Stalls.
The Timeline for the Plan on the CNPF website will be updated for these new Consultation timings, with the Referendum expected mid-2026.  The Forum is dependent on the timing of the Council team from now on.
	














Patrick


All






Debbie

	5.
	Selection Process for Independent Examiner
The Council Planning Team visualised the Independent Examiner being selected and starting his/her review in February 2026, and mentioned that Frank Stebbings had been the Independent Examiner for 4 out of 5 Plans for BHCC. It was agreed Debbie would contact Intelligent Planning & Examinations (IPE) in Bristol to discuss the process for selecting the Independent Examiner.
	


Debbie

	6.
	Finance Update
Anant had written to Locality/Groundworks about further cash grants, enquiring how future CNPF website costs would be funded, especially if our Plan needs review after the Brighton Cityplan is Updated and if our Plan may run until 2041, as the Mock Independent Examiner had suggested could happen. Anant had received a letter back from  the Ministry of Housing Communities & Local Government saying they are now directly handling funds for Local Neighbourhood Plans. They suggest we can approach our Local Planning Authority directly for funding. Indeed, the Committee are aware the Forum could apply for local grants such as from the EDB Budget or from  the City Development Fund, or other grant funders. To consider in due course. The Planning Forum will need to be redesignated /renewed next December 2026 (5th Anniversary) in any case. Local businesses/sponsors can also be approached for funding if needed.
	

	7.
	Planning Applications Update
It appeared some HMOs had deregistered. Additions and extensions to some of those properties may not have gone through a proper planning process. More investigations on these would be conducted. Meanwhile some local residents are objecting to some planning applications themselves, as well as advising CNPF of their concerns about particular properties or building works, which is good news. There appears to be more awareness of planning issues in Coldean.
	

Patrick

	8.
	2025 AGM preparation
The previous 2024 AGM arrangements at the Ruby Pub & Hotel had worked well, and it was agreed that the venue can be used again. A provisional date of 9th December 2025 starting at 2.30pm for the 2025 AGM, to be followed by a Social/Refreshments would be set, ie a date which is after the Regulation 16 Consultation has finished.
	

	9.
	AOB
It had not yet proved possible to get hold of the West Saltdean Neighbourhood Planning team, to discuss their experience of their Regulation 16 Consultation  and Independent Examination. 
	

	
	Meeting closed  at 7.05 pm
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