Wettween the Lakes

A Newsletter of the
Interlaken Historical Society

Volume 38, No. 3 January 2013

www.InterlakenHistory.org

Now available from the
Historical Society,
The Seneca Army Depot
Fighting Wars from the
New York Homefront.
Learn more about the
book and the people on
January 28th.
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The Seneca Army Depot
Fighting Wars from the New York Homefront
Monday, January 28, 2013
7:30 p.m.

Plan to join the Interlaken Historical
Society as we all explore the background
and process for the recently published The
Seneca Army Depot: Fighting Wars from
the New York Homefront. The volume was
the culmination of the 70th Anniversary
program collaborations by the local his-
torical societies honoring the Seneca
Army Depot.

In the program, the audience will learn
how a "vision and dream" of local histori-
ans to put out a book tracing the history of
the former Seneca Army Depot became a
reality. The book traces the human stories
of displacement from farm land in 1941,
frenzied construction as war approaches,
significance of the munitions depot to
WWII, the Cuban Missile Crisis and the
Gulf Wars, and the economic loss at base
closure in 2000. The authors will share
their “highs” and “lows” in publishing
their first book. Participants will be invited
to ask the authors questions.

Walter Gable, a lifelong resident of
Seneca county, has been Seneca County
Historian since 2003 and has been a high

school social studies teacher at Mynderse
Academy in Seneca Falls for thirty years.
He was president of the New York State
Council for Social Studies (1997-98) and
recognized as Distinguished Social Studies
Educator in New York State in 2000.

Carolyn Zogg of Lodi has served as
director of the Seneca Falls Historical So-
ciety and its Becker House and has been
active in Seneca Falls commemorating the
150 years of the women’s rights move-
ment. In 1999, she successfully received
national historic accreditation for Lodi
Historic Society’s Hook Opus 152 tracker
organ built in 1852. Carolyn is past presi-
dent and Trustee Emerita of the Lodi His-
toric Society

Following the presentation, the authors
will be glad to autograph copies of the
book. The Interlaken Historical Society
will be selling copies of the book at the
program.

The meeting will be held at the Town
of Covert Municipal Building, 8469 South
Main Street. The meeting is free and all
are welcome to join us. Refreshments will
be served.

For more information please contact
the Society at 607-532-9227, or
museum @interlakenhistory.org.




President’s Message
Time Travel

Do you enjoy traveling? Close to your
home or back to home territory? Many of
us travel to visit places that are important
to our personal history, searching for a ge-
nealogical answer possibly, or we visit
places of local, national or international
historical importance.

To encourage people to travel and visit
along the way the Interlaken Historical So-
ciety has two museums, our Community
Life Historical Museum and our Farmers’
Museum. Both are open in the summer,
and both are open by appointment year
round. Contact the Historical Society or
one of the trustees if you are visiting or
have visitors who would enjoy touring the
museums.

The museums encourage time travel
with the many displays of artifacts and
pictures from years ago. This issue of the
newsletter takes you traveling back to the
15" century as we look at the new display
of Indian artifacts from the Klinko village.
We also revisit the story of Olive Wil-
liams, get a look at Interlaken in the Fall
and learn more of the merger of Ovid and
Interlaken Schools into South Seneca. Our
January program takes us back to the early
1940s when the Seneca Army Depot was
being created. These are all examples of
time traveling.

To encourage more time travelers to
visit Interlaken, the Village of Interlaken
has become a partner with the Cayuga
Lake Scenic Byway and their Geocache
trail. A number of geocaches have been

placed around Cayuga Lake, including
several in the immediate vicinity of Inter-
laken. Visitors interested in the Geocache
trail need to stop at a member business to
pick up a special log book for the trail.
Once you find and record your visits to the
trail geocaches you can receive a special
commemorative coin. The Historical Soci-
ety and the Interlaken Community Action
Group have supplied the trail with lan-
yards to place in the cashes. These lan-
yards were created several years ago for
Interlaken’s Olde Home Day.

For those new to Geocaching you enter
the location of a site into your car’s GPS
system or a handheld Geocaching system.
The sites are found through their longitude
and latitude coordinates. When you visit a
site you record your visit in your personal
log book, and often online, as well as the
log in the cache. If you are lucky, the
cache also has trinkets for you to leave one
and take one. Some of these items have
instructions for recording the location on
an internet log to show how the item has
traveled.

For more information on the Cayuga
Lake Scenic Byway and the geocache trail
visit www.cayugalake.com, for informa-
tion on geocaching and to find locations
near you visit www.geocaching.com. If
your geocaching takes you to places well
away from Interlaken but you want to
leave a memento from home we still have
a large quantity of the Olde Home Day
lanyards. They can be purchased for $3.00
each which includes postage, see the book
order form on page 11.
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We also invite you to visit the Histori-
cal Society Facebook page and tell us
where you may have found or placed a
memento of time travel.

Not into a lot of traveling or hunting,
you can help others with their travels by
sharing stories, pictures or other items
from Interlaken’s past with a donation to
the Historical Society. Recent items have
included maps, pictures, toys, stories,
clothing, and a reproduction of the old
railroad sign.

Travelers through our area have used
Main Street since the beginning of the vil-
lage in the late 1700s. Robert Kibbee of
Cornell University recently borrowed our
collection of Sanborn maps creating digi-
tal scans to preserve the paper copies. This
“clipping” shows the east side of Main
Street in 1894. Minor’s Hardware is on the
left edge, with the Robinson Hotel on the
far right side.

New Members:

George Mueller, Clifton Springs, NY (Gift
from Muriel Akers

Robert M. Drake, Marana, AZ

Richard L. Drake, Scottsdale, AZ

New Life Member
Lee Weaver, Trumansburg, NY

These colorized maps show the outline
of the buildings, their construction materi-
als and other information to help us travel
back in time and get a better understand-
ing of the buildings.

An ongoing project is to record the
history of the buildings on Main Street,
who owned them, what businesses were
located there and in some cases what be-
came of them through fire or other
changes. As with so many projects of the
Historical Society we need help from time
travelers to tell us their stories about the
buildings. We invite you to share your
memories and photographs of Main Street,
Interlaken.

Thank you to all who have traveled to
and with the Historical Society. We appre-
ciate your being a part of our journey.

Diane Bassette Nelson

Recent Monetary Donations to the Soci-

ety

Marisa Lee Crawford and Charles H.
Crawford III in honor of Pat Patterson

Wm. & Shirley Mc Aneny, Trumansburg
Margaret Lorenz, Falls Church. VA

Dan & Phyllis Motill, Ovid, NY

Betsy & Tom Salm, Interlaken, NY
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UPDATED IROQUOIS EXHIBIT!
By Samantha Sanft

The Klinko site exhibit has been up-
dated! There are now more artifacts on
display as well as new plaques that explain
each artifact type along with general infor-
mation on the Iroquois.

In the fifteenth through seventeenth
centuries, the Iroquois Confederacy con-
sisted of five allied nations: Seneca, Ca-
yuga, Onondaga, Oneida and Mohawk.
Members of the Iroquois nations lived in
villages of multi-family longhouses spread
across, what is today, upstate New York.
These villages were only occupied for
about ten to twenty years at a time due to
depletion of local resources. Iroquois soci-
ety was organized by strict gender roles.
Men hunted while women cared for the
children, cooked and farmed. Even the
creation and use of objects was gendered;
men made formal stone tools and ceramic
pipes whereas women made pottery and
baskets. Children learned gender roles and

practiced the skills they would need as
adults such as making pots and flaking
stone tools. Iroquois society was also mat-
rilineal, meaning kinship was passed down
through the female line. Iroquois subsis-
tence practices during this time period
were based on hunting, fishing, gathering
and the farming of corn, beans and squash.

The cultural material on display all
comes from the Klinko site, located only a
couple of miles south of the Interlaken
Historical Society Community Life Mu-
seum. The Klinko site consists of a village
of at least two longhouses surrounded by a
palisade. People of the Cayuga Nation in-
habited this village sometime between
1450-1500. Marian E. White, a professor
from the University of Buffalo, excavated
the Klinko site in the 1970s. Some of the
artifacts from the site include: stone tools,
ceramic vessels, ceramic smoking pipes,
bone tools and bone ornaments. A selec-
tion of these artifacts is on display at the
museum.
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Today, the Cayuga nation is alive and
well. Most current members live on reserva-
tions on western New York and Ontario al-
though an increasing number live on their
ancestral land in upstate New York.

Various people have contributed to the
renovation of this museum exhibit. None of
this would have been possible without Ann
and Alan Buddle; they were the driving
force behind this transformation. Kurt A.
Jordan, Associate Professor at Cornell Uni-
versity, oversaw production of the new ex-
hibit, and a graduate student, Samantha M.
Sanft, designed the new museum display
and wrote the plaques and main sign.
Samantha earned her B.A. in Anthropology
at the University of Pittsburgh in 2007. She
has worked with cultural material from vari-
ous Cayuga sites including Klinko, Indian
Fort Road, Parker Farm, and Carman.

Samantha is currently a first year Mas-
ters student at Cornell University studying
Iroquois archaeology with a focus on Ca-
yuga sites located west of Lake Cayuga.
She is in the process of writing her Masters
thesis on the collection from Indian Fort
Road. Samantha would like to thank Profes-
sor Jordan for his invaluable guidance and
support throughout this whole process. She
would also like to thank Ann and Alan Bud-
dle, Professor Jordan, and the Interlaken
Historical Society for this incredible oppor-
tunity.

The Rest of the Story
By Nancy Saultz Radloff

On September 8, 2012, Albert and
Jane Williams gave a special gift to the In-
terlaken Historical Society. It may have
had little value to Mr. and Mrs. Williams —
after all, it was “just” photocopies of old
family papers. To me, however, it is price-
less.

Those of you who read So Good a
Time probably realized that I was really
drawn into Olive Williams’ life. Her diary
brought her, and her family, to life for me,
and I truly enjoyed spending time with all
of them. In the years since the book was
published, I still find myself thinking of
that very special little girl and young lady.
My one regret was that her voice was si-
lenced when the diary ended; she may
have written more, but we don’t have it. [
have so many questions, and not nearly
enough answers. What happened to
Olive’s beloved brother David? He simply
disappeared into Texas. And what hap-
pened to little John, Ransom and Loraine’s
son whom Olive adored? Was Olive as
happy as an adult as she was when she
wrote her diary, or did life’s difficulties
take some of that joy?

Well, thanks to Mr. and Mrs. Wil-
liams, I now have at least some of these
answers. First, the sad news: David, who
was a sheep rancher in Texas, drowned on
October 8, 1886. He was crossing the
North Concho River, which had been
swollen by heavy rainfall. You may recall
that, according to Olive’s diary entry for
October 6, 1877, “Several weeks ago G.
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Rappleye and David started for Texas...
they are still looking for a place to begin
their sheep raising.” Apparently, they (and
another partner in the venture, Mr. Knapp)
found it in west-central Texas, in a natural
floodplain of clay and sandy soil with
trees and grasses along the North Concho
River. David’s obituary makes it clear that
he was the extraordinary man Olive loved
so dearly:
“The death of Mr. Williams is noth-

ing less than a public calamity. He was

a county commissioner and one of the

best liked and most highly respected

men in this section; a man of sterling

worth whose every act was prompted

by pure and noble motives.”

While all obituaries speak of the best
qualities of the deceased, it’s clear that
David truly was a good man. He left be-
hind a widow and one child, “who have
the deep sympathy of this entire commu-
nity.”

The Williams gift also included a copy
of a photo of David taken in Chicago —
probably the one Olive mentioned. This
was the first time I saw what he looked
like, and that was very neat.

There were many copies of photo-
graphs in the packet the Williams’ brought
to Interlaken. Imagine my delight at seeing
“little Johnny,” all grown up and a hus-
band and father. Many of the people and
places in the photographs are labeled, so
we know that John remembered both his
uncle and his mother when naming his
children. There are no dates on them, but I

imagine that Olive delighted in these chil-
dren as she had their father.

There is one other picture in this
packet that I found particularly enlighten-
ing: “Aunt Olive and Uncle Charlie Peter-
son on trip to Florida.” They are posed in
front of palms, dressed in rather formal
day clothes and hats. Olive looks much
like she does in her childhood photograph:
serious, with just a hint of a smile on her
face. As I look at her, the pieces fall into
place and I realize that yes, the adult Olive
was happy. Her diary reveals that her gen-
erous, optimistic spirit was not perma-
nently clouded by life’s disappointments
or sorrows. And, as her obituary reveals,
the adult Olive was a very busy woman
with many friends and important work
with the library, the school, and her
church. This tells us that, while Olive
grew up, her nature remained essentially
the same. As a child, she loved learning,
helping others, spending time with her
family and friends, and new adventures.
Remembering her delight at taking the
train to Owego and moving to Kansas, I
believe that she would have been equally
excited about seeing exotic Florida!

And so, words alone cannot express
my gratitude to Mr. and Mrs. Williams for
sharing such clearly documented docu-
ments and pictures with the historical soci-
ety, and with me. There’s only one ques-
tion left for the rest of us: what do we have
in our attics, basements, and cupboards
that would be equally interesting to re-
searchers? Please consider sharing your
information with the historical society.
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The Fall in Interlaken
by Gerry Messmer, 111

As fall winds down into winter and an-
other Thanksgiving Day passes I am still
reminiscing about those fall days in Interla-
ken as a kid growing up. I have many fond
memories of the fall and especially of
Thanksgiving dinners past at our house on
West Ave, at Uncle Karl’s in Sheldrake or
Uncle Joe’s farm after a day of deer hunt-
ing. There are so many good times and so
many memories of a sleepy town and down
to earth, good people that I could hardly
capture them all if I tried.

Some things I associate with fall and
Thanksgiving Day are hoping all week for
“tracking snow” on opening day of deer
season, hoping everyone can make it for
dinner and then sitting back after dinner to
watch some college football and listen to
everyone talk smack about their team. Back
in those days I was a Syracuse fan and had
no idea my life would draw me to Texas,
see my two sons at Texas A&M and me be-
coming such a die-hard Aggie fan that I
now bleed maroon!

Some of the funniest times I remember
are sitting around the table at lunch break
from hunting and listening to Grandpa
Messmer tell stories from his youth, jokes

G ; - i ~

or just being flat out comedic. Some of the
hardest laughs I have ever had in my life
came from those lunches and Gramp
Messmer! Why people pay to listen to
stand-up comics I will never know, he was
funnier than money could ever hope to
buy. On top of being funny, he was, by all
accounts the best outdoorsman most of us
have ever known. He could fish, track,
shoot and had an uncanny knack of find-
ing game. Everyone wanted to hunt with
Grandpa Messmer. I am lucky enough to
own his personal hunting and fishing se-
cret journal he put together back in the 20s
and 30s.

Looking back, those really were some
great days. Life was very simple and the
outdoors was what I lived for everyday,
not a video game, Facebook or some other
useless social media. October was and still
is my favorite month. October brings my
birthday, the opening of small game hunt-
ing and archery seasons, as well as the
turning of the leaves and the real cold that
makes it feel like fall. After my brothers
and sister went to college I was the only
one left at home and Dad and I had an
archery season ritual every weekend. On
Saturday we would cut, split and stack
enough firewood in the pile and on the

¥4 porch to get us through the week using

Grandpas old tan Chevy truck. Eventually

i Dad bought an old Farmall tractor. Behind
¥ that he would tow the wagon that he and
# Mom used to move from Interlaken to Ft.

Benning, Georgia after they married in
1957! He still has the remains of that
trailer to this day.
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After we had the wood cut and stacked
Saturday we would go to St. Francis So-
lanus Catholic Church for Saturday evening
mass and then back home to relax and pre-
pare to bow hunt on Sunday. Bow hunting
season is very quiet as there are not many
bow hunters and Sunday is even quieter.
My favorite spot is a place behind the old
dump in what we called Clarky’s ravine.
The ravine runs off the road toward Cayuga
Lake and gets bigger as the stream flows.
Running above the stream is an old logging
road and on a damp morning I could walk
half a mile on the wet leaves without mak-
ing a sound. Down along the ravine is
where I took my first deer with a bow, after
I missed my first buck with a bow!

The buck I missed was so engrossed in
chasing a doe that he walked within 20 feet
of me and never knew I was there. I had a
perfect broadside shot, but he jumped the
bow string sound and I hit him in the brisket
leaving a trail of blood that ended as rapidly
as it had started. He ran away to see many
more days and hunters I am sure.

On the day I took my first deer with a
bow I was walking along the same logging
road early in the morning. It was a rainy,
wet morning and I walked silently on the
leaves. About a quarter of a mile in I
stopped along the road and looked out
through the thin, leafless hedge row to see
about 20 deer feeding within 50 feet of me
with no idea I was there. Taking aim at a
doe I let loose the arrow only to think I had
missed again. While tracking in circles
looking for sign of a hit Dad came up and
asked if I had shot. Responding that I had

he said the blood trail was further down as
she did not bleed right away. After several
hours of tracking we finally found my doe
about a mile from where I first shot at her.
I did some serious blood trailing and
tracking in wet leaves without snow to
find her. Getting her out is another whole
story for another day. I was 14 years old
and that was 1978, 34 years ago this fall.
Where has time gone?

Interlaken in the fall brings many
other memories as well. I always looked
forward to the first snow fall, playing in
the snow, snowball fights and my brothers
and I making tunnels in the snow drifts. I
still remember as a little guy, probably no
more than 1* or 2™ grade, being out in the
snow by the side porch on West Avenue
with wet feet and gloves and then going in
for hot chocolate. I remember, very pas-
sionately, fall football with Coach Bob
Davie and then rolling into wrestling sea-
son with Coach Paul Davie, who now lives
near Dallas, Texas. Those were good days,
win or lose as fall football in the snow and
rain is what real football is all about. I
learned a lot of life’s lessons from the
Davie brothers.

I’ll never forget the morning bus rides
in the fall. We were always the first ones
on and last ones off in high school. Most
days I slept the whole hour long ride, until
fall and just before deer season when I
would sit in front right behind Mr. Swan-
son. He and I would look for deer the
whole ride. One morning after picking up
Kathy Frantz we headed down Tunison
Road and came to the intersection of Halls
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Road where Mr. Swanson had to slow
down quickly as the road intersection and
surrounding area were covered with, at our
best count, 25 deer including several large
bucks.

Interlaken may seem, to some, a
sleepy, retirement town, but to those who
are natives of Farmerville, Farmer, Farmer
Village, it holds many fond memories of
days gone by and the wonderful people
who touched our lives. It may be a simple
and quiet town, but in this world where
technology and impersonal social media
reigns king sometimes the face to face life
of a small town is a nice change. My mili-
tary career has forced me into the hubbub
of suburban living, modern technology
and away from the small town life. I will
deploy soon for a third combat tour, but
not long after that I will retire and return
to that small town lifestyle wherever I de-
cide to settle. I will be all to happy to give
up the cell phone and computer world in
exchange for the quiet face to face time
with my wonderful wife, children and

some day, grandchildren.
Page 7, St Francis Solanus Church from an early
1900 glass plate negative.
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South Seneca Merger Reflection
By Robert Dickerson

Oct. 15th 2012

After reading the last Historical maga-
zine, I feel I must write something about
the merger of the schools.

At the time the Education department
recommended the Merger I believe I was
the President of the Interlaken school
board. At this age it is hard to remember
everything clearly, but I will do the best I
can.

We called a meeting of the three
School Boards, Ovid, Interlaken and
Romulus. The meeting was held the
School cafeteria in Interlaken. Part way
through the meeting the Romulus Board
walked out, wanting no part of the merger.

At the beginning I was kind of in favor
of the merger, but when they walked away
from it, I felt it wasn't big enough to go
through with. We proceeded to go along
with the vote on it. As [ remember it
passed by four votes.

They were several of us opposed and
one of my feelings was that it would hurt
the Village of Interlaken if the High
School left the Village. To this day I feel
that it did affect
the Village. Yes
it did help with
better curriculum
and  probably
gave the children
more choices.

ICS in the 1960s




Several of us pursued knocking down
the merger through the use of a Lawyer
(Atty. Bud Golder of Trumansburg). It had
passed by the four votes, but we had proof
that 12 people voted who weren't eligible.
We took it to the Dept. of Education in Al-
bany first and then through the State Courts.

I remember driving my car to Albany
for a hearing with the Commissioner of
Education. I took our Attorney, Tom Boyce
of Interlaken and Jack Van Nostrand of
Ovid with me. Almost seemed someone
else, but can't remember at this time. We
were ticked after the meeting, because we
weren't allowed to speak, just our Lawyer.
Jack VanNostrand let the commissioner
know we were upset, as he came through
the parking garage under the Education
building to his car while we waited for our
Lawyer there.

After spending a lot of money, which
we donated to the cause along with others in
the communities who were opposed, we had
to give in when the courts turned us down.
Hard to put up a fight with the state of New
York.

After being elected to the newly merged
board I made a little speech at one of our
meetings. I stated that now the merger was a
fact, lets all get together and make the best
of it. This bothered some of my friends who
had fought so hard against it, but it was my
belief it was the thing to do. This statement
made all the local papers on the editorial
page and was a little miss quoted in the Ge-
neva Times.

At the time the schools finally got to-
gether my Daughter Jan was valedictorian

of her senior class in Interlaken, which
made me a very proud Dad and they let
me present her diploma at the graduation.
Pat Patterson the new Principal gave me
that honor as I sat on the stage as a board
member at Graduation.

Have to throw one more thought in.
Pat Patterson was a very good friend of
mine and I had worked with him on the
Interlaken Board, as I was a member there
for nine years, I believe, before the
Merger. When came time to appoint a new
head of the merged school I talked to him
as a friend and questioned if he could
bring the people together in the two vil-
lages. He felt he could and in the long run
it worked out very well, I believe, with
him as the Principal.

Author Bob Dickerson standing in the road-
way where a pass had been cut through fol-
lowing a snowstorm. (From the Historical So-
ciety collection)
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INTERLAKEN HISTORICAL SOCIETY
GIFT SHOP ORDER FORM
Qty BOOKS
__ The Seneca Army Depot: Fighting Wars from the New York Homefront

Gable, Walt and Carolyn Zogg 2012

21.95

So Good A Time, Life in the 1870s as Documented in the Diary of Olive Williams Diary

1873 to 1878, 2010 Nancy Saultz Radloff Softcover

$12.95

Historical Images of Interlaken a coloring book based on historical photographs

12 full page drawings of historical buildings with descriptive text.
__ Index to the Interlaken and Ovid Newspapers 1822-1994
_____ The Covert Family, 1989 Carl W. Fischer, Wm. V Covert M. L. Patterson
___ Between the Lakes, 1976 Maurice L. Patterson Hardcover
__ Soft cover Softcover
__Hamilet of Covert Historic Tour Special Edition Newsletter
___ Town of Covert History, Compiled by Wayne Morrison 1983 Softcover

$3.50
$55.00*
$35.00*
$25.00
$15.00

$3.00
$25.00

And Let My Memory Cherished Be, Remembering the Families of the Old Covert Cemetery

Diane Bassette Nelson
Interlaken Oral History: Life & Times of the Areal900-1950
including the History of the Halstead Canning Co

$18.00

$10.00

Descendants of Thomas Horton of Springfield & Descendants of Phineus Pratt,

Carl W. Fischer

$35.00

Silas Halsey, Pioneer Settler of Lodi, N.Y., A Chronology of His Life and Times

1743 - 1832, Alta E. Boyer
______ A History of Lodi Point and its Vicinity, 1998 Alta E. Boyer-Blohm
__ The Diary of Herman T. Smith, 1884-1893 Smith & Cone
__ The Geology of Seneca County, John W. Wells
____ Landmarks of Seneca County, 2004 Edith Delavan
Blue Olde Home D ay key lanyard, additonal postage required

Order total
Postage and Please add $10.00 if your order total is over $50
Handling: Please add $5.00 if your order total is $25 to $49

Please add $4.00 if your order total is $10 to $24
Please add $2.50 if your order total is less than $10
* $2.00 additional postage
Total enclosed

$15.00
$15.00
$10.00
$10.00
$27.00

$3.00

Name
Mailing Address

Please Mail Order Form to: INTERLAKEN HISTORICAL SOCIETY,
PO Box 270, Interlaken NY 14847



Interlaken Historical Society
PO Box 270
Interlaken, NY 14847-0270

www.interlakenhistory.org

Mark Your Calendar for these upcoming Events

January 28, 2013 The Seneca Army Depot:
Fighting Wars from the New York Homefront
7:30 pm at the Covert Municipal Building,
8469 South Main Street, Interlaken

April 29, 2013 Quarterly program to be an-
nounced.

June 8, 2013 Olde Home Day, the museums
will be open. Plan to spend the day on Main
Street, Interlaken.

Visit the Historical Society at
www.interlakenhistory.org or
Friend us on Facebook

Interlaken Historical Society
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