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PART ONE: INTRODUCTORY LESSONS

1. Definition of Marriage proclamation to be fruitful, multply
Marriage is defined as a conjugal and subdue the earth. Marriage is, in
rﬁ!atil:lnship petween a man and a  fact, very important to God Almighty
#fﬁe nﬂmﬂi. II:IHI:I:E FEHIH.’ uf because it is through this union that
mer God fulfills His plans and purpases for
‘Hiscreation.
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“Marriage is ILE dasigned by
God n o m-p-l:lir;';hlu way with only onm
driver” This means that it can have its
own hiccups (develop faults) or may
even have accidents which are sulbyject
to repair. Marriage, being the coming
together of twio people from diffaranmt
backgrounds, is not perfect.

Mo marriage s perfect. Couples must
therefore learn to resolve their
differences amicabhy.

2.Origin and Institution of Marriage

t3od Instituted marriage and He is the
Originator of the whole idea, Thus
marrlage becomes important to Him
because itis the only way by which the
work of creation can be fulfilled.
Consider the following waords and

actions of the Almighty God:

And the LORD God said, It s not good
that the man chould be along; I weill
moake him @ help meet for him,” -
Genesfs 2:18.
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fokenn fmm'nmﬁ!' h @ woman,
ond brought her Unte the man.”
benesis .22

“And Adam said, THis is now bone of rmy
bones, and flesh af my flesh: she shall
be called Woman, becouse she waos
takenout of Man.™ - Gengsis 2:23

God therefore contracted [as
middieman) and conducted (as the

Priest) the first marriage in the Garden
of Eden.

“and God hiessed them, and God sald
gnto them, Be fruitful, and multply,
and rephenish the earth, and subdue it
and have dominfan aver the fish of the
sea, ond over the fowl of the alr, ond
aver every livimg thing thot moveth
upon the earth.” - Genesis 1:28

To further emphasize the imporianoc
of marriage, Jesus, His mother and His
disciples atended the marriage
aremony where He performed the
first miracie everin Canaof Galilee.

II there wos @
‘i Cona of Golilee; and the

2 - John2:1
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warcrpuu err water. And I!.l'r||.'|,r fn'J'fu'
them wp to the brim 7% (verse 7]

And he saith unto them, Drow out

now, and bear unto the governor of the
feast. And they bare IL." (verse 8)

“When the ruler of the feast hod tosted
the water that wos mode wine, and
knew not whence It was: (hut the
servonts which drew the water krrew;)

the governor of the feast called the
bridegroom,” (verse 9)

"And saith unte kim, Every mon at the
beginming doth set forth good wine;
and when men hove well drunk, then
that which is worse: but thou hast kept
the good wine until now.” {werse 10)
“This Beginning of mirocles did Jesus in
Cana of Galliee, and manifested forth
hic glory: and his disciples believed on
him.” {verse 11)

More importantly, after He has created
animate and inanimate creatures, he
needed to put man in charge to take
care of them hence the necessity for
the Institution of Marriage.
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It should be noted that God created
Man and Woman from the dust at the
same time. Itis God's mystery

“50 God created man in his own image;
in the imoge of God created he Fim;
male and female created he them.”
Genesis 12/

“Male ond female created he them;
and blessed them, ond called their
name Adam, In the day when They
were created.” - Ganasis 52

3. Purpose of Marriage

God will not do anything without
particular reasons or purposes. Somé
of the reasons or purposes of God for
Instituting marriage are:

1. For Companionship and Mutual

Relationship
This refers 1o keeping one anothers

company. It was initdally designed to
keop Adam's company, Therefore,
:nupdu .t’m:-y I:I ;ﬂt. thim:nm: as



And rhe LORD God said, 1T 15 0oL qood
that the marn should be alone; | vl

make him o help meet for him i
Genesis 2:18

Two are better thon one; becouse
they have a good reward for thye

habor ™ - Eccleslaates 40

“For [f they fall, the ane will lfe up' M
fellow: but woe to him that (s alone

when he falleth; for he hath not
another to helphim up?® =werse 10

3. For Procreation
This is about child bearirg. multiply

man'solfspring on earth

“And God biessed them, and God soid
unto them, Be fruitful, ond muftiply,

PART TWE):

adl replengh the eorth; and Sibdure it
pnd hove dominkon aver the fish of the
seg, and over the fowl of the air, ond
over evrry Tiving thing that moveth
upon the earth.” - Genesis 1:28

i, To Guard PAgia iErst
Fornication/Adulitary

Luman nature yearns for indmacy
There should be nodenial.
“Nevertheless, Lo avoid | farnica thon, let
Every e haver hie owan wife, gnd et
gvery woman have her own husband.”
.1 Corinthlans #id

*Dhefrowd ye nol one the other, exceptnt
be with congent for o e, that ye My
give yourselves (o fasting ond proyer
and come together ogain, that 5|:||:-:=Iri-
tempt you nol Jor your fncontinency™
Verse
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reliable, depentdable and trustworthy.
In Psalm 12 1 we read that,

"Help, LORD; for the godly man
ceaseth; for the faithful fall from
arnong the children of men,” - Pealms
12:1

This Bible verse explains that people
who fear the Lord, who obey His word
and walk uprightly are uncommon in
our soclety nowadays. This makes i1
difficult for a lange number of sIngles 10
decide on who to marry,
Consequently, to remain gingle 1%
better than to make a wrong cholce.

Today, there are many broken homes
due to wrong cholces in marriage. The
Almighty God who |5 the Author of
marriage made the right chalce for
Adam. Thus He said,

“and the LORD God said, It 1% not good
that the man Jhould be alane: | witll

make him a help meet for him™ -
Genesis 2:18

<o when Adam saw Eve, he knew God
had given him the right choiee;

.
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it advisable for the singles to think
twice before making their final
decisions on who to marry bocause
choice in marriage determines the
futiire of any human

Please singles, don't rush into
marriage because people said you are
growing older but marry because you
hawe found the right partner

2. Compatibility
This simply refers to how identical,

cimilar of related the couplesare in the
following areas:

Phiysical Compati bility
This haz to do with PERSOMALITY,
EMOTION and BACKGROUND

sacial Compatibility

There arne two types ol persons = the
INTROVERT and EXTROVERT.

There ane some people who seem o
be unpopular due to their auiet nature
hecause they rarely mix with peopie.

They have very few friends, hardly
attend soclal functions and not

commonly found in public gatherings.
' ihare, however, who are

lar lingos”, out-going soclalites.
arg very seciable and easily mix
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Such people m%un

partes and '.ucllilgal}hn;‘in;;g!--

This Is one of the major factors that can
affect marriage ifnotwell managed.

Economic Compatibility

This relates to individual level of
income through various |obs the
parties are engaged in, While some are
low income ®=arners others are high
income eamers, This |5 a very serlous
factor that can determine the success
of any marriage. Couples must match
their financial strength in their
marriage because marriage begins
after the wedding,

Academic/ Professional Compatibility
This Is another serious issues for
conslderation nowadays in marriages,
that is, Qualification Differential. In a
situation where the wife's
qualifications are higher than that of
the husband's, for peace and harmony
to reign in such family, the wifie has to
“drop” her many degrees pehind

before she walks into her matrimonial

.EIE|W£

Infact, lntmemnnﬁm:hw g fe that
spouse should not marry outside
his/her Religion. Even neither of them
should marry anyone who is not born
again,

The slogan that ™ | will Covert him/her
aftar marriage " Is fake | No Mortal cans
change human athifudes.

Cultural/Ethnics Compatibility

This relates to individual cultural
background, which is about the ways
of life of individuals or groups of
people in the society. These are not
and can never be the same. It 15
therefore calls for serious
consideration in making the choice of
marriage partners bacause humans

are created uniquely and differently,

3, Disobedience

It is imperative for couples to learn
humility and practice samae if marriage
has to be sustained. “Respect,” they
say, “Is reciprocal.” Both parties need
1o respect each other, (Heb 5:8; Psalm
45:10 and 1Pet. 3:6)




the word be won by Uhe conversation of
the wives: - 1 Peter 321

“Hearken, O doughter, and consider,
and ineline thine sar; forgef alio thine
own people, and thy Father's house;” -
Psalms 45:10

50 shall the king greatly desire thy
beauty: for he Is thy Lord: and worship
rthou him.”- verse 11

“Even as Sarah obeyed Abrahaan,
calling him lord: whose daughters ye
ore, as long os ye do well, and are not
afraid with any amazrement.™ - 1 Peter
26

"Wives. submit yourselves wnto your
own husbands, as wnto the Lord” -
Ephesians 5:22

“For the husband I5-the heod of the

wife, even as Christ is the heod of the
church: and he is the savier af the

body."-Verse 23

*Therefore as the church is subject
-' the
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thém according to knowledge, giving
honor unto the wife, as unto the
weaker vessel, and as being helrs
together of the grace of life; that your
prayers be not hindered.” - 1 Peter 33 7

"Husbands, love your wives, even as
Christ also loved the church, and gave
himself forit;* — Ephesians 5:25

5. Infidelity

This relates to acts of immorality and
ungodliness, This is very critical to the
survival of any marriage and it has 1o
be handlied with lowe and prayers
because human nature operates
differently.

6. Immaturity

his relates principally To early
marriages and childish behavior and
atfitudes amongst couples. When
couples are underage, it takes the
grace of God to sustain their
relationship. Nowadays, the
percentage of broken marriages Is on
the rise in the Western World and
higher than in Africa because of early
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“when you find t |
Don't marry under pressure by your
pare nts or 2ny other person.

7. Indiscipline

This simply means “self control®. It
implies moderation. Human beings are
fond of excesses these days and that
has become a common phenomenon
in the society. Couples need 10 guard
against excesses if they must sustain
their marriage. Tharafore, it is
expadient for them to live according to
thelr level of income and resources,
Both need to control their anger,
expenditures, mode of dressing,
hairstyles and expensive | ife styles.

“Whaose adoming let it not be that
gutward adoming of plaiting the hair,
and of wea ring of gold, or of putting on
of apparel;™ -1 Peter 3:3

#fut let it be the hidden man of the
heart, In that which is not corruptible,
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é m ht person.”

even II'h!! ornament of a meek and
q 55 -L ﬂqdid}khmul:lﬂufﬁnd.

'iE!-hardEEEfm:“

‘conmupt pcradmunmrs -1 Corinthians
1533

Thore is nood to know the type of
company to keep. Couples must also
know who to open up to or expost
theirchalle nges to.

mMay | counsel that couples should not
discuss or share the following with
anyone, no matter how close;

Their Plans

Thelr Secrets

Thelr successes fachievements

Thelr weaknesses
Thelr failures

Their next or big move.

0 anoe

SERIOUS WARNING FOR COUPLES:
Don't allow, friends, parents,
family/frelations or any external

persons to dabble into the affairs of
YOLUF marriage

EVE allowed THIRD PARTY Interferance

‘and destrayed Their GOD - ordained
I“H...- i ]
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“And the wnmﬁ"ﬂ*_!a.l':fm_'tm'_lhr serpent,
We may eat of the fruit of the trees of
the garden;” - Verse 2

“But of the fruit of the tree wihich Is in
the midst of the garden, God hath said,
ve shall not eat of it, neither shatl ye
touch it lest ye die.”-Verse 3

“And the serpent sald unto the womarn,
ve sholl not surely die:” - Verse

“ror God doth know that in the day ye
eat thereof, then your eyes shall be
opened, and ye shaoll be as gods,
knowing good and evil.” - Verse 5

“snd when the woman saw that the
teee wers good for food, and that it was
pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be
desired to make one wise, she took of
the fruit thereof, and did eal, and gave

also unto her husband with her; and he
did eut”-Verscé

Wow! See whiat hawoc the Third Party
Hid 1o the marriage instituted by God

Aft they wers both noked, the
and his wife, ond were notashomed”
- Geneils 2:25

10. Prayeriessness

Couples should not forget the pop ular
slogan that says, “The family that prys
together, stays together” Please ke
Prayer the bedrock and foundation of
your marrlage in thesi areas.

a Cholce Making

b, Planning

¢, Ewecution

d. Before Marnage, and
@ After Marriage

11. Lack of Sound Knowledge of the

Waord of God

The Word of God s the life sustainerin
any marriage, and the lack of sound
knowledge of it can cause & crack that
may lead to a total collapse. The Bible
has the following 1o say:

“Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and o
light iento my path.”-Psalm 1 19:1065



