FOREST CHUMP BIOGRAPHY

In 2025, Forest Chump — the musical identity of pianist, vocalist, songwriter, and
fifth-generation Texan Ryan Lee Reid — was erased. Years of songs, videos, and online
presence vanished overnight at the hands of someone he trusted. Living with schizoaffective
disorder, and already a survivor of coercive control, psychiatric hospitalization, and relentless
emotional sabotage, he had to start over from nothing.

What emerged was The Birth of Forest Chump — a six-volume, multi-genre body of work now in
motion for 2027 Grammy consideration. Across blues, jazz, country, folk, classical, and
electronic music, Chump’s artistry is raw, Southern Gothic storytelling in its purest form: haunted
by history, fueled by grief, and unflinchingly honest. From stripped-down cabin recordings with
just a piano and one mic to lush studio sessions with Grammy-winning players, each volume
tells a different chapter — survival blues, post-collapse originals, reinventions of jazz standards,
disco-laced anthems, Americana confessionals, and stormy classical works.

His voice carries ache and defiance in equal measure; his arrangements are minimalist but
merciless. Every note is an act of resistance against erasure. Every song is proof that
destruction can’t kill a true voice. Forest Chump isn’t just making music — he’s writing his name
back into history.



