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Golden’s ‘progressive conservatism’

Democratic representative touts success in red district

By STEVE COLLINS
SUN JOURNAL

LEWISTON — There isn’t an-
other congressional Democrat in
the country who has managed to
win more races in Trump territo-
ry than U.S. Rep. Jared Golden of
Lewiston.

Though Republican Donald
Trump has cruised to easy wins
in Maine’s hardscrabble 2nd Con-
gressional District three times
in a row — brushing aside Hil-
lary Clinton in 2016, Joe Biden in
2020 and Kamala Harris in 2024 —
Golden has succeeded in holding a
district eyed hungrily by the GOP.

It’s a startling enough outcome
that Politico proclaimed that
Golden is “on the cusp of becom-
ing a power broker” akin to retir-
ing U.S. Sen. Joe Manchin of West

Virginia, who has touted Golden
as the person he calls “to get some
sanity back” on Capitol Hill.

This year, in one of the costli-
est races in the land, Golden “just
barely threaded the needle” to
squirm past Republican Austin
Theriault to claim the seat in a
fourth straight election cycle, as
Karl Trautman, a political science
instructor at Central Maine Com-
munity College, put it.

For Golden, the narrow win is a
confirmation of a strategy he an-
nounced last summer in a speech
that most clearly laid out his view
of politics.

“We can be proud progressive
conservatives, defying the laws
of physics in D.C. politics and
forming a covenant with the true

See GOLDEN Page A6
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U.S. Rep.
Jared Golden,
alLewiston
Democrat, is
seen Nov. 6
shortly before
addressing the
media during a
post-Election
Day hews
conference in his
campaign office
in Lewiston.
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TRIPP POND IN POLAND

STATE SAYS T WON T INTERVENE

RUSS DILLINGHAM/SUN JOURNAL

Gradient rock ledges, seen Nov. 7, were installed to allow a continuous flow of water throughout the year, but beaver dams have stopped nearly
all the water flowing from Hogan and Whitney ponds into the Little Androscoggin River in Oxford.

Snow could disrupt travel, footbal

By CaroryN THOMPSON
ASSOCIATED PRESS

BUFFALO, N.Y. — Black
Friday was giving way to a
white weekend in parts of
New York state, with the
first big snow of the season
threatening to bury towns
along lakes Erie and On-
tario during a hectic hol-
iday travel and shopping
weekend.

As flakes began fly-
ing Friday, forecasters
warned 4 to 6 feet of blow-

RUSS DILLINGHAM/SUN JOURNAL
An aerial view Nov. 7 looking south to Tripp Pond in
Poland from Hogan Pond in Oxford. Water flows from
Tripp Pond to Winterbrook Stream, seen at left.

ing and drifting snow
could fall in Watertown
and other areas east of
Lake Ontario through
Monday.

After an unusually mild
fall, as much as 2 to 3 feet
of snow were possible
along Lake Erie and south
of Buffalo from lake-effect
bands notorious for pum-
meling the region with
snowfall rates of 2 to 4
inches (5 to 10 centimeters)
per hour. Lake-effect snow
happens when warm moist

.| Damage from flooding in 2022 and 2023,

caused by artificial bladders authorized
by Maine DEP, is estimated at $100,000

By CHRISTOPHER WHEELOCK
SUN JOURNAL

POLAND — It was another summer of
discontent for residents of Tripp Pond
that is stretching into winter.

But unlike the summers of 2022 and
2023, when the water level was so high
it caused severe flooding and $100,000
or more in estimated and real property
damage, there was little to no flow this
past summer.

It’s partly due to a lack of rain in June,
July and August, down 7 inches from the
same period in 2023, which contributed
to a lack of water flow through the pond.
The other factor — the beavers are back,
or at least they were.

Now there are questions about wheth-
er humans may have enhanced the bea-
ver dam by creating a beaver dam ana-

log in order to artificially raise the water
level in the pond.

Resident and Tripp Pond advocate
Shellie Howe and her partner, Jeff
Hughes, discovered a new structure in
early July, when new drone photos re-
vealed what appeared to be a beaver
dam.

“Most of the stuff was really old,”
Hughes said after inspecting the outlet.
“If it had beaver chews most of it was
just real old material.” Hughes said he
didn’t know it at the time but learned
that beavers can build with rocks.

“These rocks that I was looking at —
two of them in particular — were like
30 and 35 pounds and a whole bunch of
them weighed more than 10 pounds, and
they were in a perfectly straight line

See TRIPP Page A6

air rising from a body of
water mixes with cold dry
air overhead.

“The lake is 50 degrees.
We’re about six degrees
above where we should
be this time of year, that’s
why we’re seeing these
heavy lake-effect events,”
Erie County Public Works
Commissioner William

Geary said. “The outlook
for the next two weeks into
December, we’ll probably

ASSOCIATED PRESS FILE

In this photo from last January, a Buffalo Bills fan sits
amongst snow covered seats in Buffalo, N.Y., while

waiting for the start a game between the Bills and the

See SNOW Page A6

Pittsburgh Steelers.
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American majority,” he
told a gathering in the na-
tion’s capital called Wel-
comeFest.

“Our success will depend
on two things: First is our
commitment to place-based
politics, which transcends
partisanship and defeats
extremism. Second is by re-
jecting the unnatural left-
right political spectrum
that stokes division and po-
larization,” Golden said.

Putting those principles
into practice, though, is
tough in the supercharged
political environment in
which both Golden and
Trump operate.

After all, the two men
were both successful in
Maine’s 2nd District with
wildly different approach-
es on the campaign trail.

Trump is an outsized per-
sonality, bombastic and
sometimes crude, always
craving attention and de-
manding loyalty.

Golden is, well, nothing
like that.

Put Trump in a crowded
room and he will grab the
spotlight and start talking.
Do the same with Golden
and he might just stand in
a corner, watching quiet-
ly and listening carefully,
barely noticeable in a flan-
nel shirt.

Yet despite his stylis-
tic and policy differences
from Trump, Golden’s ap-
proach worked. He won
over enough Trump voters
tokeep hisjob.

The root of Golden’s vic-
tory “is the same as the se-
cret to success of many
elected officials over the
years: he understands his
constituents and his dis-
trict,” University of Maine
professor Mark Brewer
said.

“He read the room,”
Trautman said.

Brewer, who teaches po-
litical science, said Golden
“strongly advocates for his
constituents’ interests and
positions on the issues that
really matter to them, and
he has earned their trust.”

“While this may seem
like a simple formula, it
is difficult to successfully
pull off,” especially in such
a closely-divided district,
Brewer said.

But, he said, Golden has
shown “a willingness to act
in a bipartisan manner and
has developed a record and
a persona that set himself
(apart) from the stereotypi-
cal national Democrat.”

“Nothing delivers a mes-
sage quite like winning
does,” Mario Moretto,
Golden’s communications
director, said.

Rooted in community

Golden’s ancestors lived
in Lewiston, a place he de-
scribed as “an industrial
town that for generations
was dominated by textile
mills and shoe factories but
lost those jobs to globaliza-
tion.”

As a result, his father’s
family moved to Winthrop.
By the time Golden was
born 42 years ago, his par-
ents ran a small golf course
in Leeds, which Golden re-
membered as “a dairy farm
town back then but today
the cows are mostly gone.”

As a child, he said, “I
couldn’t tell you which of
the farmers in town were
Republicans or Democrats,
or whether my parents’
customers voted Red or
Blue.”

“In fact, most of them
weren’t either,” Golden told
WelcomeFest. He point-
ed out that when he was 10
“a guy with big ears named
Ross Perot won the town I
grew up in” and almost won
the 2nd District, too.

Perot, a presidential con-
tender for the Reform Party
who warned about explod-
ing federal spending and
deficits, “made a lot of good
points,” Golden added.

In any case, Golden said,
“what bound everyone to-
gether when I was grow-
ing up in Leeds wasn’t a
political identity. It was
the hours and years work-
ing together, and spend-
ing time together. The
time spent in diner booths,
church pews, on stumps
around a fire and school
gymnasium bleachers.
What connected us was the
place, the people, and the
way of life. It was our cul-

ture — ourlocal culture.”

For Golden, any success-
ful politics must be rooted
in that same sense of com-
munity.

“I have always run as a
Democrat,” the lawmak-
er said. “I believe in the
power and necessity of
unions, in equality and civ-
ilrights.”

“But I won a lot of votes
from Republicans and in-
dependents, too, and from
Democrats who no longer
feel much in common with
the Democratic Party,”
Golden observed.

“I believe they vote for
me because they know
I’'m one of them. I'm from
where they’re from. I live
like them, talk like them.
Always have.”

A ‘progressive
conservative’

Golden insists he isnot a
liberal, not a conservative
and, perhaps most telling,
not amoderate.

He said the “constant
narrative telling us the po-
litical spectrum” is a form
of shorthand he believes
“is far more harmful than
illuminating.”

“The political spectrum
does not exist in nature,”
Golden said. “There’s
nothing real and tangi-
ble” about it “because it’s
a construct of the human
mind, and it is in constant
flux, constant change, and
it means different things
place to place, country to
country,anderatoera.”

Golden said the incessant
effort to divide politics in-
to right and left merely en-
courages polarization and
rhetoric that “gets hotter
and hotter” to the point
where it feels like there’s
an existential split.

As a result, he said, it
turns people “with whom
you had good faith dis-
agreements into sworn en-
emies” and can splinter
lifelong friendships, even
families.

But, Golden said, “left-
right politics ignore the
complexities of actual vot-
ers.”

“Each of us has progres-
sive and conservative im-
pulses alike,” the lawmaker
said. “These are not in ten-
sion — and building a polit-
ical system that puts them in
opposition to each other is a
recipe for disaster.”

His own answer is to call
his politics “progressive
conservatism,” a way to
span the divide or split the
difference.

Golden offered an exam-
ple of his progressive con-
servatism: “I have told vot-
ers for years that I believe
we should raise taxes on
the wealthy to help cut the
deficit. When I discuss this
with voters, most of them
agree” it’s a sound, main-
stream policy.

But a partisan political
system “doesn’t know what
to do with a proposal like
this,” Golden said.

“Progressives who nor-
mally favor raising tax-
es on the rich would reject
it, convinced that any con-
cern with the deficit is a
dog whistle for cuts to so-
cial insurance programs
for the poor,” he said.

Conservatives, on the
other hand, “would op-
pose it because their devo-
tion to fiscal responsibility
ends at raising taxes on the
wealthy even to balance
the budget and save the na-
tion from fiscal ruin.”

‘Progressive
economics, cultural
conservatism’

Golden said his posi-
tion, distilled to a phrase,
is “progressive economics,
cultural conservatism.”

The progressive eco-
nomics piece is straight-
forward, to Golden: “Tax
the rich to cut the deficit.
Pro-business and antitrust.
Corporate welfare is bad,
direct payments to families
are good. Financialization
of the economy is some-
times bad, protective tar-
iffs are sometimes good.”

But “cultural conserva-
tism” is a little tougher to
grasp.

“What I am referring to is
a political fault line I believe
most Democrats don’t even
know exists,” Golden said.

He pointed out as exam-
ples, “the backlash among
my constituents to climate
change policies, like elec-

tric vehicle mandates and
higher energy prices,” stu-
dent debt, concerns about
crime and worries about
immigration across “an
unsecured southern bor-
der.”

Golden said some Dem-
ocrats say they “aren’t
real issues” and people
shouldn’t be so concerned
about them. But, he said,
that’s the wrong approach.

“Populist energy comes
from the vast majority of
Americans who don’t fit
neatly on the political spec-
trum,” he said, and “is ex-
pressed in alternating
waves of rage, disgust and
despair toward the centers
of power in Washington
and Wall Street.”

Golden said, “Populism
is the public’s disdain of an
elite consensus that seems
stacked in favor of the pow-
erful and wealthy — re-
gardless of party or ideol-
ogy — at the expense of ev-
eryone else — regardless of
party or ideology.”

“It’s rage at trade poli-
cies championed by Dem-
ocrats and Republicans
alike that shipped jobs or
entire industries overseas,
putting our trade sheets in
deficit in service of CEO
and shareholder profits,”
he said, and “disgust with
politicians who leverage
their public service to land
seven-figure lobbying jobs
within days of losing an
election.”

“It is despair that even af-
ter dutifully voting in ev-
ery election they are told
is the most important one
of their lives, they are still
facing the same challenges
in their day-to-day lives,”
Golden added.

“Populism will always be
a force aimed at the power-
ful. Our job isn’t to harness
populism. It’s to feel it, and
to use our power as elect-
ed officials to chip away at
the consensus that so ma-
ny Americans feel is rigged
against them,” Golden said.

Rejecting partisanship
and recognizing the “anger
and frustration” that vot-
ers feel can overcome po-
larization, he said.

“That the promise of pro-
gressive conservatism,”
Golden said.

Golden’s success has

other factors, too

James Melcher, a pro-
fessor of political science
at the University of Maine
at Farmington, said Gold-
en benefits from the long-
standing willingness of in-
dependent-minded Main-
ers to split their votes.

He said the big wins
racked up in 2008 by both
Democratic presidential
contender Barack Obama
and Republican U.S. Sen.
Susan Collins, who each
led their opponent by dou-
ble digits, are a solid exam-
ple of a pattern that helped
Golden as well.

Melcher said Golden this
year “went out of his way to
be much more critical” of
President Joe Biden during
the campaign than he was
toward Trump, a man he
once voted to impeach.

Melcher also pointed out
that Theriault, the GOP
candidate Golden defeated,
wasn’t well-known heading
into the race. That allowed
negative advertising to de-
fine him for many voters.

That Golden is a veter-
an who served in combat
in Iraq and Afghanistan is
also “a real plus” in a dis-
trict with many veterans,
Melcher said.

In addition, he said, it’s
possible some voters backed
Trump because they were
hesitant to vote for a woman
for the nation’s top job, a bi-
as that would not have kept
them from casting a ballot
for Golden.

Trautman said Golden
opted to vote with the Re-
publicans on a good many
symbolic measures that
stood little chance of be-
coming law, the kind of po-
litical skirmishes meant
to provide ammunition on
the campaign trail.

Golden figured that lib-
erals wouldn’t like his de-
cisions on some of those
types of bills, Trautman
said, but ultimately would
vote for him anyway be-
cause they dislike the GOP
candidate even more.

It worked, Trautman
said.

“The proof is in the pud-
ding. He got over the line,”
hesaid.

TRIPP
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going across the creek on
top of abunch of debris.”

According to his re-
search, Hughes said the
biggest beavers can move
rocks that weigh 8.5-10
pounds. Most adult beavers
weigh between 40 and 60
pounds.

But he added that try-
ing to convince the Maine
Department of Environ-
mental Protection and the
Maine Department of In-
land Fisheries and Wild-
life that it may not actually
be beavers building up the
dam has been a challenge.

“When they’ve gone out
there they look at the top
of the dam and they see re-
al beaver activity,” he said.
“The problem is they don’t
probe, they don’t look, they
don’t take apart anything,
so they haven’t looked.
In my opinion, they don’t
wantto.”

Hughes points out that
regardless of whether it
is beavers or human ac-
tivity, the end result is the
same — either flooding or
reduced flow and restrict-
ed access for spawning and
migratory fish.

Howe and Hughes said
the lack of water flow has
negatively affected the
health of the pond and
its water quality. Algae
blooms degraded and dis-
colored the water, blocking
the sunlight and eventual-
ly consuming oxygen as the
algae decomposed. Howe
has long argued that with-
out sufficient flow to flush
out the dead algae, it will
grow back even stronger
next year.

There is, once again, divi-
sion on the cause of the low
flow through the pond’s on-
ly outlet at Winterbrook
Stream.

Return of the
beaversin 2024

Aerial photos of the on-
ly outlet on Tripp Pond
— also known as Tripp
Lake — from April show a
free-flowing and clear out-
let. The water level was
considered in a natural
flow state.

A few months later it was
a very different scenar-
io. Quarterly aerial pho-
tos, taken July 2, showed
a new beaver dam across
the outlet in the same spot
they had built years before,
leading to the removal and
dismantling of the dam in
late 2022 under Maine In-
land Fisheries and Wildlife
supervision.

In June 2023, months af-
ter a group of beavers was
removed under the su-
pervision of state wild-
life biologists, members of
the Tripp Lake Improve-
ment Association installed
bright yellow bladders, the
largest being 12 feet long,
20 inches wide and 12 inch-
es high, at the outlet. The
installation required per-
mission from the landown-
er, Kruger Energy Inc.,
based in Montreal, Quebec,
which the lake association
did not have.

After the Maine Depart-
ment of Environmental
Protection learned that in-
formation the group pro-

SNOW
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see some more.”

Gov. Kathy Hochul de-
clared a disaster emergen-
cy for the targeted coun-
ties, allowing state agen-
cies to mobilize resources.
Rapidly deteriorating con-
ditions Friday caused clo-
sures along Interstate 90,
and tandem and commer-
cial vehicles were banned
from Interstate 86 in west-
ern New York and much of
state Route 219 beginning
Friday afternoon.

“There’s a considerable
number of vehicles going
off the road on the 219 cur-
rently,” Gregory Butcher,
Erie County’s deputy direc-
tor for preparedness and
homeland security, said
at an afternoon briefing.
He said ATVs and snow-
mobiles were being placed
around the county to help
first responders if neces-
sary.

The Buffalo Bills called
for volunteers potential-

vided to them was errone-
ous and that installation of
the bladders by the Tripp
Lake Improvement Asso-
ciation was in violation
of the Natural Resourc-
es Protection Act, the DEP
ordered the bladders re-
moved.

In September 2022, the
Maine Department of the
Secretary of State admin-
istratively dissolved the
group’s incorporation for
not filing its annual report
or paying associated fees
in 2020 and 2022. It was re-
instated in July. The Tripp
Lake Improvement Asso-
ciation is listed as a Maine
nonprofit corporation.

Hogan and Whitney
ponds are part of the
equation

Just north of Tripp Pond
lie Hogan and Whitney
ponds, which have a reg-
istered 501(c)(3) nonprof-
it organization financed
and run by residents. Like
many bodies of water in
Maine, they are intercon-
nected — in this case with
Tripp Pond — and rely
on water flow from Tripp
Pond to keep water levels
stable in both ponds.

The Hogan-Whitney
Pond Association’s stated
mission is “to protect the
water quality in Hogan and
Whitney ponds for use by
future generations through
education, monitoring,
community engagement,
and problem remediation.”

The association takes a
proactive approach to pro-
tecting the bodies of water
through water quality data
collection, removal of mil-
foil, identification of inva-
sive plants and fundrais-
ing to address soil erosion.
They have a number of
projects that are ongoing.

But Hogan and Whitney
ponds also have beavers
and blockages in Winter-
brook Stream affecting the
water flow and water qual-
ity. This year’s lack of flow
from Tripp Pond is keeping
Hogan and Whitney water
levels below where they
should be, too.

The town of Oxford just
wrapped up a $500,000
grade control project to
stabilize water levels and
eliminate the need for the
Welchville Dam on the Lit-
tle Androscoggin River.
The structure has been de-
teriorating and ineffective
for years. The grade con-
trols were funded with a
$800,000 federal grant ob-
tained through the help of
U.S. Sen. Susan Collins’ of-
fice.

If successful, the addi-
tional $300,000 would go to-
ward removal of the Welch-
ville Dam next to Route 26.
But low water levels ap-
pear to render the grade
control project ineffective
for now.

There are actually two
dams connected to Ho-
gan and Whitney ponds,
both owned and controlled
by Oxford. Tom Dono-
van is president of the Ho-
gan-Whitney Pond Asso-
ciation and Bruce Wilson
is vice president. In an in-
terview Nov. 5, the pair ex-
plained the dynamics of
dealing with two dams that
create separate water level

ly willing to shovel snow
at Highmark Stadium,
where over 2 feet of snow
was possible before Sun-
day night’s game against
the San Francisco 49ers.
Earlier this year, a major
lake-effect storm forced
the NFL to push back the
Bills wild-card playoff
home game against Pitts-
burgh from Jan. 14 to Jan.
15.

“It’s going to be slow go-
ing, there’s no doubt about
that,” Erie County Execu-
tive Mark Poloncarz said,
adding the heaviest snow is
expected to be over by kick-
off.

The team, meanwhile,
was preparing to play in
any conditions.

“We're trying to stay on
top of it,” coach Sean Mc-
Dermott said on Friday.

“You guys know things
change around here quick-
ly with the weather coming
off the lake and everything.
So we do the best we can,”
he added.

The Bills are 9-2, their
best start since 1992, and
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issues for the ponds.

Thompson Lake is con-
nected to Hogan and Whit-
ney ponds through the Lit-
tle Androscoggin River.
During periods of heavy
rain, a dam at Thompson
Lake releases large vol-
umes of water which back-
flows into the adjacent
ponds and contributes to
flooding.

“This is predominantly
why our water level goes
way up even with the gates
closed,” Donovan said,
“and the dam there, it can’t
keep up with the amount
of flow.” That flow elevat-
ed the ponds by up to 8 feet
last December, flooding
portions of the lakeside and
making the road impass-
able for months.

“So, that’s why ideally
we have the grade controls
in now,” Donovan added,
noting they will be mon-
itored for the next three
years. “If they’re work-
ing, ideally they’re going
to take the dam out, so that
will eliminate that back-
flow. We should really nev-
er see thatagain.”

Donovan and Wilson
point to one of their biggest
successes as an organiza-
tion has been working with
other groups and agencies
and communicating with
association members.

That means local lake as-
sociations, watershed ex-
perts and statewide organi-
zations such as Lake Stew-
ards of Maine, Maine Lakes
and Ecological Instincts, as
well as governmental agen-
cies such as the Maine De-
partment of Environmen-
tal Protection and the Ox-
ford County Soil and Water
Conservation District.

Since last summer,
they’ve been working
closely with Shellie Howe
who reached out to them
to collaborate and learn.
Howe started a private
Facebook group called
Friends of Tripp Lake,
which has 135 members.
She’s been trying to edu-
cate residents on Tripp
Pond about issues like wa-
ter flow and water quality,
erosion and algae blooms
and what causes them.

Asked why she and resi-
dents of Tripp Pond should
care about Hogan and
Whitney ponds, her re-
sponse was straightfor-
ward. “Because they are
our neighbors. There is an
entire ecosystem between
us that relies on the natu-
ral flow of water. Hogan de-
pends on our water to help
replenish their pond the
same way we depend on
Meadowbrook and our oth-
er inlets to help replenish
ours.”

Wilson, who has lived on
Whitney Pond for 22 years,
said he applauds Howe for
her efforts, offering up his
advice. “And that’s to edu-
cate people and continue.
It’s ahard, uphill battle. It’s
a battle for us just to edu-
cate the people on our two
ponds about the need to
stop raking all the pine nee-
dles that fall on the ground.
People rake them and
throw them in the trash.
They should be leaving
them because they help ab-
sorb the water” from run-
ning into the ponds.

See TRIPP Page A8

with a win Sunday, they
would clinch their fifth
straight AFC East title.

Lake-effect snow also
covered parts of Michi-
gan’s Upper Peninsula in a
system that is expected to
last through the weekend.

The area was blanket-
ed in snow by Friday af-
ternoon, with some places
already measuring more
than a foot of snow.

“We’ve got this wester-
ly, northwesterly flow re-
gime and this chilly air
mass over the U.P.,” Na-
tional Weather Service
meteorologist Lily Chap-
man said. “So it’s a pret-
ty good setup for this long
duration lake-effect snow-
fall event.”

Heavy lake-effect snow
in parts of northern Mich-
igan was expected to con-
tinue into the weekend,
according to the weather
service’s Gaylord office.
Some areas of the Upper
Peninsula could see up to 3
feet of snow Sunday night
through to Monday, Chap-
man said.
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Six Day Forecast For Lewiston

Today

Monday

Tuesday

Partly Cloudy Partly Cloudy Partly Cloudy
38° 17° 35° 18° 34° 13°
Wednesday Thursday Friday

F
Mostly Cloudy | |Scattered Snow| | o SnoW
Showers
33° 20° 36° 16° 28° 11°

Today's State Weather Forecast

Shown is today's weather.
Temperatures are today’s
highs and tonight's lows.

Lewiston ¢
Wat
38117 , gyt
&Y

Caribou
32/17

Houlton
34/14

/"~ Marine Forecast
Cald

Today, W winds 10 to 15 kt with
gusts up to 20 kt. Seas 2 to 4 ft.
Wave detail: SW 3 ft at 5 seconds.
Tonight, W winds 10 to 15 kt with
gusts up to 20 kt. Seas 2 to 3 ft.
Wave detail: SW 3 ft at 5 seconds.

In-Depth Local Forecast

Today we will see partly cloudy skies, high of 38°, humidity of 55%.
Southwest wind 5 to 8 mph. The record high for today is 60° set in
2001. Expect mostly clear skies tonight, overnight low of 17°. West
southwest wind 1 to 6 mph. The wind chill for tonight could reach
15°. The record low for tonight is 5° set in 1989.

Almanac Sun and Moon
TIemperatures (Yesterday) .
Sunrise .............. 6:56 a.m.
High Temperature .......... 39 Sunset............... 4:03 p.m.
Low Temperature. .......... 25 Day's length ..... 9 hr,6 min,3 sec
Normal High/Low. ........ 40/25  Decrease (Jun 21 6 hr,22 min,20 sec
Record High ........ 61in 1963  Moonrise ............ 7:39 a.m.
RecordLow.......... 7in1958 Moonset ............. 3:56 p.m.
Precipitation (rid Sunrise tomorrow . ... 6:57 a.m
Sunset tomorrow. .. .. 4:03 p.m.
Precipitation ............ Trace
MonthtoDate............ 2.05" ghﬁ )
SinceJan.1............. 45.90" s
Snowfall (Friday) New First FuII Last
12/1 12/8  12/15  12/22
Snowfall .................. 0.0"
MonthtoDate............. 1.1" UV Index
SeasontoDate............ 11" UV Index for 3 periods of the day.
Last SeasontoDate . ...... 0.1" R
Current Snow Depth......... 1 Noon 1
Degree Days (Friday) 4 p.m. 0
. 0-2: Minimal The higher the
Heating.................... 29
Mea tllr:gt, Dat 637 3-4: Low UV index, the
onthitobate............. 5-6: Moderate  higher the need
SeasontoDate........... 192 4 4. High for eye and skin
Last Season to Date . . .. .. 1268 404: Very High protection.
Local Tides
Today
Augusta 2:58 am 10:24 am 3:15 pm 11:03 pm
Bath 11:33 am 5:33 am None 6:13 pm
Old Orchard Bch 10:44 am 4:25 am 11:26 pm 5:04 pm
Rockland 10:34 am 4:24 am 11:15 pm 5:02 pm
Wiscasset 11:00 am 4:35 am 11:42 pm 5:14 pm
Monday
Augusta 3:42 am 11:06 am 3:58 pm 11:45 pm
Bath 12:08 am 6:10 am 12:11 pm 6:52 pm
Old Orchard Bch  11:21 am 5:02 am None 5:42 pm
Rockland 11:07 am 5:01 am 11:51 pm 5:40 pm
Wiscasset 11:37 am 5:12 am None 5:52 pm

Around Our State

Across The Nation

Today Monday
Auburn 37/17 pc 35/18 pc
Augusta 37/21 pc 36/22 pc
Bangor 36/18 pc 35/19 pc
Biddeford 40/22 s 39/23 s
Brunswick 39/20 s 38/21 s
Caribou 32/17 mc 31/18 mc
Falmouth  39/21 s 38/22 s
Farmington 36/16 pc 33/17 pc
Gorham 39/20 s 38/21 s
Jackman 31/17 mc 27/18 mc
Lisbon 39/18 pc 36/19 pc
Portland 39/24 s 37/25 s
Sanford 37/20 s 36/21 s
Skowhegan 38/17 pc 34/18 pc
Waterville  38/19 pc 35/20 pc
Windham 38/19 s 36/20 s
Wells 38/21 s 39/22 s
York 38/26 s 37/27 s

Today Monday
Anchorage  16/6 mc 20/13 mc
Atlanta 54/28 s 48/29 s
Boston 40/27 s 39/28 s
Chicago 27/13 s 30/14 mc
Dallas 61/38 s 62/39 s
Denver 51/24 s 50/25 s
Detroit 35/26 pc 38/27 pc
Honolulu 84/70 s 83/71 pc
Las Vegas 65/43 pc 67/44 s
Los Angeles 74/49 s 73/50 pc

Miami 79/61 mc 76/62 s
New York  38/29 pc 40/30 s
Orlando 70/46 s 66/47 s
Phoenix 80/53 s 81/54 s
Pittsburgh  31/22 pc 30/23 mc
San Fran. 65/47 pc 64/48 s
Seattle 48/35 pc 47/36 pc
Wash.DC  45/29 mc 41/30 s

National Weather Map

This mapshows high temperatures,
type of precipitationexpectedand
lacation of frontal systemsat noon.

y v

Cold Front  Stationary Front  Warm Front  Low Pressure  High Pressure
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Continued from Page A6

Two state agencies
weigh in via an open
letter

Howe and Jeff Hughes
have also been communi-
cating with officials at the
Maine Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection and
Maine Department of In-
land Fisheries and Wildlife
asking for assistance deal-
ing with the beavers and
what they suspect is hu-
man interference to artifi-
cially build up the beaver
dam to restrict the flow of
water out of Tripp Pond.

Both state agencies is-
sued a rare joint statement
Oct. 25 on Tripp Pond, stat-
ing the purpose is “to clari-
fy permitting requirements
for activities that may be
occurring in the outlet
stream of Tripp Lake; and
to provide guidance on po-
tentially permittable solu-
tions to control water levels
at Tripp Lake.”

The letter goes on to
state, “MDIFW is not pre-
pared to authorize preemp-
tive removal of beavers in
the outlet stream, unless
beavers or their dam are
causing property damage
or, based on a profession-
al assessment by our staff,
are likely to do so in the fu-
ture.”

The statement seems to
conflict with damage to
properties that occurred in
2022 and 2023, partly as are-

Farm
Fresh

£ ST gy
> & BUYLOCALE®

SUPPORT SMALL
BUSINESSES!

i

To advertlse in this directory,
please contact Melissa at 207-689-2837 or
email mlogan@metin.org

sult of allowing artificial
bladders to be placed in the
outlet. About a dozen camp
owners on Tripp Pond re-
ported damage from flood-
ing, some of it so severe it
rendered the camps unus-
able.

Camp owner Don Lee re-
mains concerned about
flooding inundating his
septic system and polluting
thelake.

Patrick Kneeland was
among those with the worst
damage.

Other camp owners are
also worried about more
flooding, but don’t want to
speak out for fear of being
ostracized by one side or
the other.

Some said the possibility
of a lawsuit remains an op-
tion.

The letter from the
MDOT and MDIFW offers
a possible solution, but
there’s a catch: “If lake
residents come to consen-
sus on the appropriate
water level for the lake,
a third option may be to
propose a modest amount
of contained fill — for ex-
ample, a row of rocks 1-2
feet high — in the out-
let stream. Such a pro-
posal would help prevent
the lowest water levels in
Tripp Lake.”

It does not define con-
sensus, nor does it state
how it will monitor wa-
ter levels, as there are no
known flow meters in-
stalled anywhere in the
lake or the outlet.

Reaction to the letter
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Ingredients:
1.5 Ibs brussels sprouts
trimmed and halved

1 Tablespoon olive oil
salt and pepper to taste

Directions:

and serve.
Variations:
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: dried tomatoes.

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 8AM-5PM

Our Own Fresh Ready Picked
Locally Grown Seasonal Veggies!
Lots of Apples Available Including
Heirloom Varieties & Honeycrisp!
50lb Bags of Local Potatoes
Winter Squash, Wheel Cheese, Maple Syrup & MORE!

27 Bethel Road, West Paris
674-2200

RE C I I) E u'n.n.n'l'n.u'l-u‘n.l'
”5 — made with love — — -

Bacon Roasted Brussels Sprouts
Serves: 6 Prep Time: 10 Minutes  Cook: 20 Minutes

6-8 slices thick cut bacon chopped
1 Tablespoon chopped parsley
cooking spray

spray. Place the brussels sprouts in a single layer on the sheet pan.
Drizzle with olive oil and season generously with salt and pepper.
Scatter the bacon pieces around the pan. Bake for 20 minutes or
until bacon is crispy and sprouts are browned. Sprinkle with parsley
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= Preheat the oven to 425 degrees. Coat a sheet pan with cooking
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w Add a sprinkle of grated parmesan, white cheddar or mozzarella
w during the last 5 minutes of the baking time. Add or swap out the
“ parsley for: chives, basil, thyme or green onions. Add more veggies:
: red onion wedges, halved mushrooms, green beans or broccoli. Stir
« in to the finished dish: toasted pine nuts, kalamata olives or sun
|
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from Howe is both com-
plimentary and blunt.
She said it’s helpful infor-
mation regarding the per-
mitting process, “but it
doesn’t address the needs
of the lake.”

Howe said, “We know
after several years of ex-
perience that when our
water flow is restricted
by any means, our water
quality declines rapidly
regardless of water level.
DEP and IFW could eas-
ily unite this communi-
ty by providing education
on why natural state and
natural water flow is most
beneficial for the health of
the lake.”

The Sun Journal
reached out to the owner
of the property which in-
cludes the outlet — Kru-
ger Energy Inc., based in
Montreal, Quebec — for
comment on finding a
solution to the water lev-
el issue, reaction to the
DEP/IFW letter, and the
beaver issues.

JJ Davis, vice presi-
dent of operations and as-
set management at Kruger
Energy, issued the follow-
ing statement:

“Kruger Energy is al-
ways committed to being a
responsible corporate citi-
zen and partner within the
communities in which it
operates, while respecting
the environment and the
regulatory agencies that
oversee this responsibili-
ty.

We are aware that there
are differing perspectives
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395 Middle Road, Sabattus

Mac, Cortland, No. Spy,

Spencer, & Red Delicious

AVAILABLE IN THE FARMSTAND!
Open Daily 9-5

- Until Thanksgiving

I-'armstand full of apples, pears, fresh veggies, Christmas trees,

lots of our own fresh non-preservative cider,
honey, jams, and pickles!

+wGREENWOOD
9 ORCHARDS
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on the desired water levels
for Tripp Lake. As such,
Kruger would like to see
a solution that meets the
needs of all surrounding
landowners and follows
the guidance of the Maine
Department of Inland
Fisheries and Wildlife.”

Kruger acquired the
property and associated
flow rights in a 2009 pur-
chase of the Mechanic
Falls hydroelectric dam.

Finally, there is histor-
ical perspective on Tripp
Pond water levels, as writ-
ten by West Poland res-
ident and Bates gradu-
ate Dwight E. Libby in a
March 4, 1922, article in
the Lewiston Journal Il-
lustrated Magazine.

It reads, in part, “The in-
fluence of man on the geol-
ogy of this beautiful body
of water is as yet relative-
ly insignificant. No at-
tempt has ever been made
to alter the drainage, and
the lake of the water con-
tinues to rise and fall sub-
ject to the influence of cli-
mate as it has been doing
for time immemorial.”

The article continues,
“There is a certain pecu-
liarity about the location
of the lake that makes it
unique from a geologi-
cal standpoint. How ma-
ny other lakes are there
in Maine that do not have
any outlet when the lake is
too high or too low?”

Christopher Wheelock
—207-689-2817
cwheelock@sunjournal.com

Plus...Quebec 7-year Vintage Cheddar, Maple Syrup,
Honey, Eggs, Jams, Jellies & More!

Route 4, Turner  225-3764

APPLE BARRE“
‘2d ORCHARY

th
CUMBERLAND CENTER, Mane Thru Dec. 15

Cider Mill, Farm Stand & Bakery
OUR OWN
arriest | OPEN DAILY 8-5
Macs OUR OWN LOCAL FRESH
Cortland OUR
Honeyorisp | CHRISTMAS TREES & WREATHS /5 Jon
Pixi Crunch GOURDS, PIE PUMPKINS,  \100% APPLE
Royel Cortiand WINTER SQUASH, CIDER!
acoun
Spencer NEW RUSSET POTATOES, Fresh
Empire DRY BEANS & OTHER BREAD &
Golden - SEASONAL PRODUCE! BAKERY
Delicious Roebucks Angus Beef items
Ludacrisp & Morse's Sauerkraut DAILY!

FARM
STAND

Open Daily

We pick the apples fresh for you.

Apple Cider Donuts, Pies,
Apples, Cider, Jams, Jellies,
Apple Butter, Pumpkins & Squash

Sweetser’s Apple Barrel
19 Blanchard Road, Cumberland Center
www.maineapple.com
207-829-6599




