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MAF
(Mission Aviation Fellowship)
Dave and Linda Ringenberg and their sons, C.J. (6) and Ryan (7 months) are missionaries with Mission Aviation Fellowship since 1997.

The Ringenberg's journey began with an assignment to the country of Indonesia. Along with their daughter Hannah, who was a baby at the time, the Ringenberg’s studied Bahasa Indonesia in the city of Bandung on the island of Java. Then it was on to their field assignment on the island of Borneo where they served the people of East Kalimantan with the airplane. They enjoyed hard work, fruitful ministry and the birth of their second child, Christian James 'C.J.'

Upon returning to Indonesia after a furlough in the States, it soon became obvious that their daughter Hannah, who was almost five, was experiencing symptoms that required immediate medical attention. The Ringenberg’s evacuated to Singapore where she was diagnosed with an inoperable brain tumor. They were told that she had no chance of survival.

Along with their family and friends and countless others, the Ringenbergs’ pleaded with the Lord to heal her. But as time went on, and her illness progressed, it became obvious that God had other plans, and He took Hannah home to be with Him in August of 2003, ten months after her diagnosis. It was hard to accept the Lord's plan for Hannah's short life, but His ways are not our ways.

Psalm 46:1-3 was their family’s theme during Hannah’s illness. “God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea, though its waters roar and foam and the mountains quake with their surging.” 

While in Indonesia, Dave served as an instructor pilot. He also served the national people by flying pastors, teachers and evangelists, cargo, and medical evacuations. Dave is now an instructor pilot in the Flight Training department at MAF’s headquarters. His responsibilities include evaluating potential pilots for MAF and conducting ground school and flight training for new MAF pilots. Dave shares that he enjoys the transfer of knowledge involved in flight training.

Linda spent her time in Indonesia caring for her family, discipling her Indonesian friend, and hosting a weekly fellowship for the MAF wives in East Kalimantan. Linda continues to focus on caring for Dave, C.J. and Ryan. She participates in a MOPS group at our new church in Nampa.

Dave was born in Columbus, Georgia. He lived in Chenoa, Illinois, until age 10 when his family relocated to El Cajon, CA. Dave became a Christian as a senior in high school. “I wanted to be sure I was going to heaven, that my sins were paid for and that I could live a new life for Jesus Christ,” shares Dave. “After becoming a Christian, I wanted to get busy serving the Lord in a technical field.” Dave attended Christian Heritage College in El Cajon where he earned a B.S. in Aviation Flight and Maintenance Technology. He holds a commercial and instrument pilot’s license, a gold seal flight instructor rating, ground instructor rating, and an airframe & powerplant (A&P) mechanic’s license. 

Linda was born and raised in a Christian family in El Cajon, CA. She accepted Christ into her life when she was six years old. Linda attended Point Loma Nazarene College in San Diego, CA, earning B.A. degrees in both Literature and Spanish and a secondary teaching credential.
