[image: image1.jpg]



Chuck grew up in NW PA and became keenly interested in flight as a pre-teen. He realized his dream of becoming a pilot while attending Kent State University, where he was enrolled in the Aviation Flight Technology program in the early 1990’s. It was also during his years in college that he came to understand that Jesus Christ is Lord of all and committed his life to Him. As a result, his interest in aviation began to change focus from a commercial to a ministry mindset.

It could be said that Chuck’s college experience was especially good for him, as it was during his time at KSU that he met his wife, Cathy, of 20 years. Chuck and Cathy began praying about the prospect of serving the Lord in missionary aviation early on in their relationship. In June of 1995, they candidated as an apprentice family with MMS Aviation and began training in April of 1996.

Following completion of his time of training with MMS Aviation, Chuck earned his Airframe and Powerplant Mechanic Certification at the end of 1998. In 1999, they joined a ministry in Alaska where they served in every capacity from aviation, to radio announcer, facility maintenance, and bookkeeping for 15 months. Towards the end of their time in Alaska, the Lord called Chuck and Cathy, in some very dramatic ways, to serve Him in Africa. They joined Mercy Air in South Africa in May of 2001 where Chuck served mainly in the maintenance role, but also as a pilot. After nearly 5 years of service and having become quite acclimated to life in SA and desiring to stay on with Mercy Air, they were denied the renewal of their South African visas and were required to leave the country. During the turmoil of having to make an exodus from what had become home to them, they were offered a training staff position with MMS Aviation, where they have served since the second quarter of 2006.

Chuck and Cathy have four children: Elizabeth (17), Isaac (15), Anna (13) and Aidan (2).  Anna is from Vietnam and came to the Egberts at the age of 14 months. Aidan is from their home town in Ohio and came to them directly from the hospital two days after birth, and was adopted 2 months prior to his first birthday.
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