Bob Knell
United Methodist Aviation Ministries

My name is Bob Knell, a retired United Methodist pastor, and I have served churches throughout the West Ohio Conference.  My wife, Judy, and I have two children and six grandchildren (the oldest is eight).  Judy is also retired after thirty years as an elementary school teacher. Our son, Stephen, is a Southern Baptist pastor. He and his wife, Nichole and three children live close to us in Centerville, Ohio. Our daughter, Melinda, and her husband ,Joshua, and three children, live in Rapid City, South Dakota. Joshua is a mining engineer but hopes to purchase land and follow his family heritage as a cattle rancher some time in the future.

I enlisted in the Navy in 1957 following high school and one year at Ohio State University. In the Navy I was trained as an electronics technician, and following a four year enlistment I  worked for a short time in the electronics field before returning to college at the University Of  Dayton, where I graduated with a degree in Physics. My electronics training paid the way, because I worked throughout college at The University Of Dayton Research Institute as a research assistant and continued that work full time after graduation.

It wasn’t too long before I realized that God had His hand on me and had a plan for my life beyond Science.  I met Judy, and it became clear to both of us that she was also a part of God’s plan..  We were married in August of 1966 and moved to The Methodist Theological School In Ohio to begin seminary in September. Both of our children were born during the seminary years.  After forty four years of marriage, seven churches, and ten years of retirement, life is good, and God still has plans for us..  Ask me about it, and I’ll tell you about His most recent conversations with me.. 
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