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Markus Wolfmaier is a missionary through the General Board of Global Ministries of The United Methodist Church serving as a pilot with the aviation ministries in the Central Congo Episcopal Area in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC).
Aviation ministry is vital in the DRC because of vast areas with relatively few roads. It is essential for medical emergencies; delivery of medical supplies; transport of church leaders, missionaries, and mission volunteers; and mail delivery. Markus serves as a rotating pilot within three church-related aviation programs.
Markus was born in Germany and grew up primarily in Sweden, where his parents were missionaries through the interdenominational Joshua Mission. He first began to consider mission service at age 11.
He was an exchange student in the United States in his early teens and then spent his junior and senior years of high school at Black Forest Academy, a school for missionary children in Kandern, Germany. “While in school there,” he recalls, “I learned about missionary aviation and knew that is what I wanted to do.” He enrolled in the Moody Bible Institute missionary aviation program, spending two years of study in Chicago and transferring to the (then) Moody technical center at Elizabethton in East Tennessee. Graduating from Moody with a flight instruction rating in 2005, he remained in the Elizabethton area, working in a variety of aviation jobs and beginning to instruct students. He also flew with efforts to clean up the Gulf of Mexico following the BP oil accident.
Markus, active in Shekinah Church, an independent congregation, was recalled to his mission vocation while on a Volunteer-In-Mission trip in 2009. He realized that the time had come to fulfill his lifelong commitment. His exploration of options led him, via a former classmate, to the General Board of Global Ministries and service in Congo. “I said I would look at it, and applied,” he recalls. “I also prayed about it and really felt like this is where God really wants me.”
Markus speaks German, English, and Swedish, and has training in French. He plays the trumpet and is faithful in daily Bible reading and prayer. 
