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NewsletterNewsletter
Fall  2024Fall  2024

Welcome Back Cottagers!Welcome Back Cottagers!
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West side berm gets 
improvements 

President’s Message

Kiki Scovel

	 In order to help stabilize the berm in 
West common area, 13 cardboard palms, 
3 cocoplum and pine mulch were added   
for ($650). New irrigation was installed 
in West common area to replace an old 

(and illegal) connection to the CDD line ($1865).



3Landscaping Walk-Arounds
Kiki Scovel, Steve Kubicsek and Dan 
Geist inspect a sod problem area 
during a walk-around. We welcome 
Roberta 
(Berta) 
Szmyt 
to the 
Landscape 
Committee.

New breaker boxOld, rusted broken 
breaker box

The breaker box on the East side controls the the master 
filter & several sprinkling zones.  The box was broken and 

rusted and had to be replaced.
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Landscaping

	 Steve Kubicsek (Green Acres) and 
Kiki Scovel designed new landscaping 
for the flagpole entry area. The objective 
was to eliminate the grass which for 
some reason was very difficult to grow in that area.  
120 flowering 
vinca, 14 arbicola 
shrubs, and new 
soil were added.   
$726

Steve Kubicsek

President’s MessageLandscaping
New flagpole area landscaping
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Palms and Oaks have been trimmed.

 Mulch will be applied later in the fall. 

Palms & Oaks trimmed
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Oaks

279 Sable Palms @ $23 = $6,325

              50 Oaks @ $50 =  $5,500

               Bismark Palm = $25

                      Total cost =  $11,850
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Summer Flowers Bloom
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9FinancesFinances

Development of our 2025 budget will 
begin with a preliminary draft being 

presented at the October Board meeting.
The proposed budget & meeting notice 
will be mailed on October 30th. The final 
budget will be voted on at the November 
meeting.

Paul Barnicke
Treasurer

	 As of Aug. 31st we have $52,000 in our 
Operating Account and $190,000 in our Reserve 
Account. Our Reserves have $141,000 allocated 
for painting. With our quarterly allocations to 
Painting Reserves we should have sufficient 
funds for painting all 41 houses towards the 
end of September 2025. 

18,
4:00 pm,
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Creatures around the Cottages

Eagle Egrit Heron

Mud Hen Coot Gator

Turtle Gopher Turtle BobCat

Black Snake Armadillo Black Bear

These are some of the
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Manatee Otter

Spoonbill Pelican Wood Stork

Rabbits Deer Opossums 

Fox Spotted Skunk Raccoon

Panther
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Severe dry spell  in April and May, 

higher than average rain June thru September

Rainfall
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Dennis Lowe           
Secretary/ 

Maintenance / 
Newsletter

Maintenance  News
Cottages’ homes to be painted

	

The next big maintenance project is the painting of all 41 
homes in the Cottages towards the end of 2025. The cost 

of this project is about $175,000. This works out to  $4,300 
per home. The whole project from start to finish will be 
about 3 weeks. The primary steps include the following:
	 - pressure clean homes
	 - paint gutters, soffits & fascia
	 - seal, prep & caulk
	 - paint homes

				    - paint doors
	 Residents will need to clear any landscaping from 
wall areas to be painted. If landscaping is not cleared 
Elias will have to paint around the landscaping.
	 A problem encountered during the last painting 
in 2016 was painting inside lanais that have hurricane 
shutters blocking Elias from access. We will need to 
address this as we get closer to the start of painting. 
	 Elias Brothers will develop schedules and residents 
will notified as to when their homes will be scheduled 
for various steps in the painting process. 	

$175,000
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Maintenance News

Maintenance  News
Rat activity

	

Several residents reported 
active rat activity around 

their houses. Critter control 
came out on Sept. 9th to be-
bait our 82 boxes, The Critter 
Control technician Lindsey 
reported that there was 
moderate activity, with some 
areas higher than others. Four 
Cain toads were also removed. 
The Board has asked Critter 
Control to come back in one 
month to check again. Cost is 
$450 per quarter.

Critter Control replenishes bait boxes
	



15Around the Neighborhood

  3671 had  the 
w o o d p e c k e r 
p r o t e c t i v e 
coating applied 
to the foam trim.



16Around the Neighborhood

All 41 houses in the Cottages 
now have new roofs!
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ANXIETYH I G H

          We dodged the major path of Hurricane Helene. 
The storm produced a lot of wind and rain, producing 
over 2.5” of water accumulation and a lot of debris.

Green Acres was here on Friday the day after and cleaned up.
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Helene debris
          The wind blew down small branches and leaves. Green 
Acres came on Friday right after the storm and cleaned up. 

Green Acres cleans up
Steve Kubicsek made the 
Cottages a priority and 

came on Friday the day after 
Hurricane Helene 
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MARK YOUR CALENDARSMARK YOUR CALENDARS

  				    Wednesday 
  November 6th 

5:00

The next Cottages Pizza SocialThe next Cottages Pizza Social

 on our Gazebo  on our Gazebo 

Please bring your beverage of choice
Pizza to be provided 

Donna Lowe
Social

Questions call:  
 Donna  585-781-0059


