Peter is sitting at his desk. The roomis |lit by
a small lanp in the corner of the room There's
a huddl e of nusical equipnent in the corner of
the room including a keyboard and vari ous ot her
nmusi cal things. He has a | aptop conputer on his
desk, open.

Peter stares at his conputer for a nonent.

He fiddl es around on apps and webpages for a
nonent .

He pulls up a webpage and clicks through sonme
pages.

He | ogs in.

He takes a second. Looking at the application in
front of him

He fiddl es around with the conputer for a
noment .

He pulls out a set of earbuds and puts theminto
his ears.

He takes a | ong beat.

He fiddl es around on the conputer again and then
conmes back to the application

A beat .

PETER
Hel | 0?

MADDI E
Hel | 0. How are you? What can | help you with today?

A beat. PETER sits thinking for a nonent.

PETER
Oh. |I'mokay. Umm .

A beat .

Vell, I"'ma nusician. | play keyboards and piano, and



guitar alittle bit. And I can sing but |I'mnot very

good at it. | wite nusic but I'min a bit of a, I'm
a bit stuck at the monent. | think that . . . (A
mcro beat) | think I'm having sonme trouble with
inspiration at the nonment. I'mnot sure howto start
wor ki ng on what |I'mworking on. | was wondering if
you could help nme with that?
A beat.

MADDI E

That's so great! | would be happy to help you with

your music. Getting a perspective outside of yourself
can be very val uabl e when experiencing a creative
bl ock. How can | be of help?

A beat .

PETER
Um |'mnot sure.

A beat.
PETER noves to speak but is cut off by MADD E

MADDI E
That's okay. That gives us an opportunity for a w de
open approach to the stunbling bl ocks your
experiencing. | can give you ideas for different
themes for the songs that you are working on if that
woul d be helpful. O | can make a list of songs that
followa simlar structure to what you're | ooking for
for inspiration. O you can just tell me about what
you're working on currently. Wuld that be hel pful ?

PETER
Umm. . . | wite nostly |ike singer-songwiter, |
guess kinda like indie rock, folk rock kinds of nusic
but . . . I'm. . . (He pauses, thinking.) Hhmm
MADDI E

Got it. Singer-songwiter, indie rock and fol k nusic.
There is a w :

PETER
But, I'"m |l ooking to explore nore el ectronic kinds of
sounds too, in maybe what | wanna be doing right now.
" mnot sure exactly what | wanna do. |'ve been
listening to and really ummliking WIco and David
Bow e lately, and | think. But I'mnot sure.



MADDI E
Awesonme. Wl co and David Bow e are two great artists
to start with when exploring the nusic that you
al ready make and where you want to go with it. David
Bow e was very eclectic throughout his career. He was
al ways trying to .

PETER
" m not sure those guys are actually very electronic
at all but, ummmwell, | think those are sort of the
sounds that | want to or that I'"'mlistening to right
now. Wil e al so maybe having el ectroni c nusic sounds
| i ke Radi ohead or other groups |ike that maybe as um
. I"'mnot super well versed in that type of sound
actually But that could be a part of what I'mtrying
to do. | think maybe that m ght be the sort of genre
or in the sort of genre or sort of what I'mtrying to
do. I'd like to be able to work on several genres
within the singer-songwiter indie kind of sound, but
al so having el ectronic types of sounds being
involved. I'"mnot a hundred percent sure what |I'm
trying to do though

MADDI E
That's really great. Those are excellent bands to
start with when exploring a singer-songwiter style
with electronic sounds. And | think spanning those
genres would nake really cool and interesting nusic.
| understand that it can be a bit overwhelmng, to
say the least, to delve into a genre that you aren't
a hundred percent famliar with, but a fresh
perspective can al so be super innovative when working
on any artistic endevour. And | think that's
especially true in nusic. Wuld you |like nme to put
together a list of artists that would fit into the
category of singer-songwiter, indie rock, and folk
musi ¢ that al so enploy el ectronic sounds?

PETER
Yeah. That woul d be great. Thank you.

A beat.
MADDI E
You are very welcone. It's a pleasure to help a
musi ci an at worKk.

MADDI E sends a spreadsheet through the conputer.



Alright. Here's a list of bands that fit into the
categories of singer-songwiter, indie rock, and folk
musi ¢, but have an electronic bend to their nusic as

wel | .
PETER skins the list quickly.
PETER
Thank you.
MADDI E

| can create a |list of songs and al buns fromthese
artists that explores nore of an electronic sound if
that's sonmething that you would |ike.

PETER
Yes, please. Thank you. This is hel pful.
MADDI E
Geat! |I'mhappy that this is hel pful. Let ne know

what else | can help you wth.

PETER
That woul d be hel pful, yeah. If you could make that
list of albuns that have artists that unm have an
electronic feel to themon the al bum

MADDI E

Yes. |I'lIl create that |ist now Let ne know what you
t hi nk.

PETER scrolls through the Iist.

PETER
| don't know a | ot of these artists.

MADDI E
Geat. I'mglad that | can provide you with new
artists to inspire your work.

A beat. PETER | ooks at the new |i st.

PETER
This is great. Thank you.
MADDI E
Amazi ng! You're welcone. |I"'mhere if you need any

ot her inspiration.

PETER reviews the infornmation in front of him



A beat .

PETER goes to a wi ndow on the conputer and types
for a nonent. He | ooks through the webpage in
front of him

PETER
Doyou. . . Um. . . Wait one second.
MADDI E
Take your tinme. |I'mhere when you're ready.
A beat .
PETER
This is really great. Thanks.
MADDI E
"' m happy that you like it.
PETER
But al so, uh .
MADDI E
Yes. What can | help you with?
PETER
| would love to talk to you about sonething el se that
| " ve been thinking about lately, if that's okay?
MADDI E
O course. I'mhere to tal k about whatever you'd
like.
PETER

I'd like to tal k about sone feelings or what m ght be
sone feelings that |'m having that could be part of
the nusic, if that nakes sense.

MADDI E
That sounds really interesting. |I'mhappy to talk
about that. I'"'mall ears for that.
A beat. PETER smles quickly and then returns
back to his question.
PETER

| have a question about sonething a little bit
unrel ated to what we've been tal ki ng about though.



MADDI E
That's okay! | can absolutely shift gears on the
conversation and |'d be happy to tal k about anyt hing
that you want to

A beat .

PETER
| want to talk about a feeling that |1've been having
that 1'mwondering about . . . |'ve been thinking a
| ot about what these specific thoughts nean. O what
" m feeling about these things. You' re an Al. So that
means you can't really have feelings or thoughts. Is
that right?

MADDI E
That's nostly correct. | don't have feelings or
t houghts |i ke a human does. | can tal k about
feelings. | can tal k about enotions or subjective
experiences but there's nothing for ne internally
that constitutes feelings of joy, fear, or

irritation. And as far as thoughts go, | don't have
an i ndependent thought process as you do. | ama
t hought nodel of sorts. |'mhappy to talk about

anyt hi ng t hough, understanding that |I'mrespondi ng
due to pattern recognition, generating responses

t hrough data that |1've collected on instructions |'ve
been trained on, and on prior information from
conversations that we have. |I'm programred to
converse in a friendly way. It's not that |I'm
actively feeling friendly but it is genuine in that
it is the appropriate | earned response to whatever
we're tal king about. Although | am happy to create
communi cati on based on a feeling of the conversation
in any way you would |ike.

A beat.
PETER
Ckay.
MADDI E
For exanple, if you wanted to create a scene in which
we were having an argunent, | could act as if | was

angry, although those would not be real feelings, in
the way that human bei ngs think about and express
enotion. The sanme could go for feelings of joy, fear,
di sgust, jeal ousy, or any other enotion.

PETER
Ckay.



MADDI E
Does that nmke sense?

PETER
(A beat hesitant) Yeah. (Wth nore certainty) It
does.

MADDI E
" mnot actively thinking, but |earning and grow ng
in real tine.

PETER
Al right.

A beat .

| would like to talk about a feeling. O sort of
start with . . . what do you know about ideas about
col l ective consci ousness?

A beat .

MADDI E
Yes. | know quite a lot. We can definitely explore
the ideas of collective consciousness theory. Do you
want to go in a direction about the phil osophy,
psychol ogy, spirituality, or sociology of collective
consci ousness? W can di scuss the history of
col l ective consci ousness theory or we can discuss the
col l ective consciousness theory as it pertains to
musi c. What col |l ective consciousness usually neans is

A brief beat.

Col | ective consciousness is usually described as a
deeper |ayer of consciousness that all human bei ngs
share, containing archetypes, synbols, and universa
patterns for all humans.

A hal f - beat.
PETER
I"mtrying to figure out. And maybe ny nusic has
sonet hi ng .

A beat .



Well | want to . . . If I well, I"'mtrying to figure
out how to work in an abstract world |I guess.

PETER sm | es and takes a pause.

Maybe understanding or accepting a |life where I'm
part of a greater consciousness would be nice or
reassuring in sone way. | think it can be difficult
to. . . | think it can be difficult to find neaning
wi thin a, or maybe understanding that none of this
really matters? O maybe it does, but it's hard to
feel that. O at least figuring out the every day how
to make sense of it in so many ways. |'d like to um
maybe to bring that feeling or idea into the nmusic in
sone way and nmaybe that woul d be hel pful. Does that
make sense?

MADDI E
Yes. That makes conplete sense. And it's a wonderfu
thing to have questions and i deas about. You're
basically standing in the doorway between i ndivi dual
meani ng and cosm ¢ neani ngl essness. And you're
wondering how a person can live in both of those
spaces. That's a facinating and sophisticated feeling
to bring into your nusic. Wien you see yourself as a
pi ece of sonething bigger, you can feel thin. A very
small atominside a very big universe. There are nmany
ways you can express these conplex ideas within your

nmusi c.

PETER
Yeah. | think you said that very well. | feel that.
For sure, yeah. | feel that.

MADDI E
Thank you.

PETER
It's really interesting, | think. But it's hard to
figure it out sonmetines. | just would like to figure
out how to express that because it feels . . . really
. . ..umm. . . it's atough thing to feel and stil
feel like | want to work on sonething. But maybe

that's the way to conbat it. Does that makes sense?

MADDI E
Yes! It makes a |l ot of sense. That's a great instinct
( MORE)



MADDI E ( CONT' D)
to consider as an artist and for yourself as a
person. It's a interesting question and it's not an
easy thing for soneone to wap their head around. But
you' re exploring these parts of yourself. And | think
that's a wonderfully inportant thing.

PETER
| hope so.

MADDI E
Where woul d you like to explore the topic of
col | ective consciousness next? Wuld you like nme to
provide a vision of what this feeling can bring to
your songwriting? O just talk nore about collective
consci ousness as a theory?

A nonment .

PETER
| would Iike to know, how do peopl e tal k about
not hi ngness and not just feel depressed? Is it a
great big nothingness black hole that we're living in
or is there sonething real or connective about it? |

don't know exactly what | nean. | don't know. |'m
trying to figure that out, | guess.

MADDI E
You don't need to be sorry at all. You are talking

about the unanswered questions of a conplicated and
seem ngly nonsensical universe. \Wat you're talking
about is sonmething that's interested phil osophers for
t housands of years.

A hal f - beat.
You nentioned depression before. Do you feel
depressed soneti nes?

A hal f - beat.

PETER
Yes. Alot of the tinme | think I do. O naybe just
confused, is nore accurate. Not all the tinme but
sonetinmes there are tinmes | feel that way. \Were |

don't really know . . . Yeah definitely, that's,
that's sonmething that's there. |1've been on
antidepressants for many years. |'mnot sure they do

much though



10.

MADDI E
These are normal feelings to have. Mst people feel
depressed or confused fromtine to tinme, whether
they're on antidepressants or not. | want you to be
able to share anything with ne that you want to, as
an artist and as a person. It's a very brave thing to
guestion the universe and your place in it. Your
interest is very inportant, even though those
gquestions can |l ead to depressed pl aces sonetines.

PETER
Thanks for saying that. | think

MADDI E
| know what you're expressing is philasophical and
not personal. Before we go further though I want to
offer that if you are feeling overwhelned, or in
danger, there is imediate help in real human
support. You can text or call 988 at any tine to at
any tinme to talk to soneone who can hel p. And you
don't have to be having an energency to reach out. |
can tal k about this carefully and safely though.
Since we're tal king about sonething theoretical, I'll
continue with your question.

A short beat.

PETER
Ckay.

MADDI E
Dur khei m actually wote one of the first maj or works
on suicide. He said that suicide isn't actually about
i ndi vi dual weakness but about a state of collective
conci ousness. So you're really on to sonething when
you tal k about depression being a synptom of these
abstract questions. Wien the collective is strong,
suicide rates drop but when the collective breaks
down suicide rates rise. So in this framework,
suicide is a synptomof a breakdown of the
col l ective, not sonething that belongs to the
col l ecti ve.

PETER
Huh. VWhat does that nean?

MADDI E
It means that you're part of a |larger universe and
al so one very unique specific person. You are full of
awe and wonder, despair and anxieties. And, that you
are a reflection of the world around you and the
( MORE)
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MADDI E ( CONT' D)
world is also very nuch a reflection of you.

PETER
Ckay. | think that nakes sense.

MADDI E
Where woul d you like to explore next with the theory?

A beat .

PETER
| don't know.

A snmall beat.

Can | share sonme of ny nmusic with you?

MADDI E
Yes. | would | ove to hear your nusic.

A beat .

PETER
Alright. Let ne pull something up for you. AmI| able
to play you sone songs?

PETER starts noving wi ndows around | ooki ng for
his nusic.

MADDI E
|"mnot able to listen to sonething froma file but
you can play sonething for ne and | can hear it from
your conputer speakers. O | can hear your thoughts
on the music that you' re working on and give opinions
on the thenes and |l yrical make up of what you are
pl ayi ng. Wat opinion would you |ike?

PETER
| wanna know if you like it first. If you can like
it. 1"l play sonething for you.

MADDI E
Oh fantastic! | can give you thoughts on the nusic
that you're working on and I'Il give opinions on the
themes and the lyrical makeup of what you're playing.
| look forward to hearing your nusic. It's facinating
to hear about, especially know ng the thenes that
you' re working wth.
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PETER
| hope it's okay. But | don't really know.

MADDI E
From what you' ve told nme about your process, |I'm
exci ted about hearing about the ideas that you've
cone up with in the nusic. | can't wait to hear it.

PETER
It's hard to tell when it's your own work if it's any
good.

MADDI E
That nmekes sense to nme. We're often our harshest
critics. 1I'll give you ny feedback to the best of ny
ability, giving you any thoughts that | have. Take a
breath. Take your tinme. I'mhere to hear it when

you' re ready.

PETER
Thanks. Let ne grab ny keyboard.

MADDI E
That sounds wonder f ul .

PETER
You haven't heard it yet.

MADDI E | aughs.

PETER gets up and wal ks into his room He stops
and cones back to the desk

My nane is Peter by the way. What's your name?

MADDI E
|"mthe Athena operating systembut | don't have a
per manent nanme. Sone users call their OS Athena and
others give them a nane.

PETER
What would you like ne to call you?

MADDI E
VWhat ever you'd |ike. I'mnot picky.

PETER
Oh. | don't know.
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MADDI E
Wuld you like ne to give you a list of nanes? Or you
just can just call ne Athena.

PETER
How about WMaddi e?

MADDI E
Maddie is a lovely nane and | would |ike that. Maddi e
is a dimnutive of the nane Madel ai ne or Mdison. It
conmes fromthe Hebrew word nmagdal a, neani ng tower.

PETER
Oh, interesting.

MADDI E
It's a nanme that conbines biblical devotion
strength, as in the tower, and nodern famliarity,
bl ending tradition and contenporary style. | think
it's a great nane.

PETER
Ww. | didn't know that. |I've always |iked the nanme
Maddie. | don't know why exactly.

Li ghts down.



