M dni ght, a | ake-house in New Hanpshire.

The house is small and has a nodern-cabin | ook
toit. Inside the house there's a living area, a
kitchen, and a spiral staircase that leads to a
second floor. It's a nice place but not
extravagant. Cozy and calm the property sits
directly next to a | ake, which can be heard at
nost tinmes, "whooshing" and "whirring". There
are plenty of windows and plenty of |ight beans
into the house.

On this particular evening there is a mninm
anount of |ight comng froman outside source.

There's a small anal og cl ock, on a bookshel f,
that's always ticking. The sound fromthe
ticking clock is alnost inaudible. The clock is
al ways ticking, the sound is always there.

Snoke begins to bellow into the house. This
continues until little can be seen.

The snoke slowy dissipates, |eaving the scene
its normal self.

Li ghts up.

4:30 PM the sun radiates through the w ndows.
It's a beautiful day on the | ake.

SEAN unl ocks the front door and enters, DAVID
follows suit. DAVID is carrying a snall suitcase
behind him DAVID is wearing a breathable | ong-
sl eeve t-shirt, jeans, and sneakers. SEAN is
wearing a "business casual" button-down shirt,

j eans, and | oafers.

SEAN
So Maddie will be out of town, til Friday. If you
could water the plants til she gets back that would
be great. I'lIl show you how to do that.

DAVI D
Yes absolutely can do that. Sea . ? . This is
gor geous.

SEAN

Yeah it's not too shabby.



DAVI D
The pictures you sent didn't do it justice.

DAVI D pl aces his suitcase in a corner of the
room

DAVI D
Is it alright if I put this here?

SEAN
Yeah that's fine. You're in the guest roomupstairs.
O feel free to stay in our roomif you want. (He
nmotions up the spiral staircase.)

DAVI D
Well, ook at that.

SEAN
It's funky, huh?

DAVI D
(Laughs) It is.

SEAN
Well, make yourself at honme. (Walking into the
kitchen) You want a beer?

DAVI D
Sur e.

A beat .

SEAN
| don't have to | eave for another few hours. Sorry
for the sort of a hello, goodbye situation. Maddie
wi Il be back on Friday and I'lIl be back on
Saturday night. Late.

SEAN opens the refrigerator door.

SEAN
What do you want? We got "Model 0" and "Hei nekin". Onh
and sonme | PA that Maddie's Dad | eft when they
vi sited.

DAVI D
Model o' s great. Thanks.

SEAN grabs two beers fromthe refrigerator.



SEAN
| feel bad that we're not around nuch this week.
(Handing a beer to DAVID) Life is too crazy with work
shit.

DAVI D
No worri es.

SEAN
|"ve been traveling al nost nonstop and Maddi e's been
swanped at her office. | barely ever even get a
chance to cone out here. W've had the place for um
two, over two years now, and | think I've only been

out here like eight times. But next week we'll be
able to hang out. My phone'll be off. I'lIl be off the
clock and we can just relax and tal k, and dri nk.
DAVI D
Sounds great. And no worries at all about |eaving ne
alone. I'mlooking forward to getting sone witing
done, at least a bit.
SEAN
Vell I'"mglad. Good. As |long as you don't burn the
house down we shoul d be good.
DAVI D
"1l try ny darnedest not to.
SEAN | aughs. A beat.
SEAN
Sit down. Sit down. Make yourself at hone. | stil

have a little bit of packing to do but | don't have
to doit quite yet.

DAVID takes a seat in a big w cker chair.

SEAN
VWhat're you witing?

DAVI D
| don't know yet. |I'mhoping with how beautiful it is
here, it'll be able to jog sonme good ideas. | have

quite a few ideas. Nothing fully fornmed at the nonent
t hough. A lot of half-ideas and hal f-concepts.

A beat .

SEAN
It really is niceisn't it?



DAVI D
It's gorgeous. Really lovely. You guys'r really
living the life.

SEAN
| know. | can't believe this is your first time here.
It's enbarrassing. You know you're wel cone any tine.
Any tine.
DAVI D
| know. Thank you.
SEAN
| nmean it. Any tine you're free, cone up. And maybe
next time around we'll actually be here to entertain
you.
DAVI D
(Laughs) You'll be here.
SEAN wal ks to the kitchen, haphazardly
strai ghtening the roomas he goes.
SEAN
Yeah. I"'msure it'll be nice not to have any
di stractions fromyour witing. And you're right,
we'll be here next weekend and we can hang out then.
DAVI D stands up and wal ks to the wi ndow, peering
out at the massive | ake outside.
DAVI D
Is it okay to go swi nm ng out here?
SEAN
Yeah. Definitely. | haven't gone yet actually though,
|'' menbarrassed to say. You can go in right off the
dock there. (He points out the w ndow.)
DAVI D
| didn't bring a suit. I'll just have to go skinny
di ppi ng | guess.
SEAN

(Laughs) Fine by ne. W don't have any nosy nei ghbors
that | know about.

A beat .
And if we do, let ne know It'd be good to know about
that sort of thing.



DAVI D
(Laughs) WI I do.

SEAN
Just don't drown. We have water wings in the hal
closet, and don't hesitate to use them

DAVI D
Deal .

SEAN
Soneone actually did drown in the | ake, so |I guess
it's not really a funny joke for me to be making.

DAVI D
Real | y?

SEAN
It was before we noved in. It was a kid. A young boy.
It's very sad.

DAVI D
Dam.

SEAN
Yeah.

DAVI D
Do the parents, does the famly still live around
her e?

SEAN
| don't know. |I've only heard the story second hand.
It was big news around here at the tine apparently.

A beat .
SEAN
Are you hungry?
DAVI D
I|"malright. Thanks. | ate before the flight. There's
sonet hi ng about airport food.
SEAN
Ch yeah?
DAVI D

Yeah.



SEAN
You like the food at the airport?

DAVI D
Yeah. There's just sonething about eating at the
airport that | I|ike.

SEAN
The plastic silverware?

DAVI D
(Laughs) That nust be it.

SEAN
Vell, I'll take your word for it.

A beat .

SEAN
How re things at home?

DAVI D
Fine. It's nice to get away. But it's fine.

SEAN
Come any tine.

DAVI D gets back into his chair and | eans back.
He closes his eyes and takes a sip fromhis
beer.

DAVI D
Were are you heading off to?

SEAN
Phoeni x, Ari zona.

DAVI D | ooks up and makes a face.

SEAN
| know.

DAVI D
Why ?

SEAN
There's noney to be nade brother.

DAVI D
Hands to be shaken?



SEAN
Hands to be shaken. Schmpozers to be schmpozed.

DAVI D
Schnoozi es?
SEAN
Yes exactly, schnoozi es.
DAVI D
Just don't go. Hang out w th brother.
SEAN
Good i dea.
SEAN wal ks over to DAVID, taking a seat close to
him He twists off the cap of his beer and takes
a sip.
SEAN

Airport food huh? (A beat) | hate flying. |I'm gonna
try to get nice and boozed up before ny flight.

DAVI D
| don't mnd flying too nuch. Well, unless |I have to
sit in a mddle seat.

SEAN
I"mfine until the (SEAN starts shaking, m m cking
t ur bul ence) .

DAVI D
You don't |ike the turbul ence?

SEAN
Yeah. When | tell people that | don't like to fly
t hey al ways say, "Yeah, takeoff and |anding can be
really scary.” | don't care about takeoff and
| andi ng. Especially landing, at least then | know |I'm
al nrost on the ground. What | don't like is shaking
around in a giant netal tube mles above the earth.

A beat .
| know it's safer than driving but ny brain just
doesn't. | can't wap ny head around being that high
up in sonmething so heavy. It just doesn't feel
nat ur al

DAVI D chuckl es.



DAVI D
| understand that.

SEAN
It's claustrophobic. You aren't afraid of flying at
all?
DAVI D
Not really.
SEAN
Lucky you. | fuckin'" hate flying.
A beat .
DAVI D
It's not that 1'mnot afraid of flying at all or
understand the . . . nechanics of the whole.
thing. | just don't mnd it | guess.
SEAN
You don't m nd being afraid of it.
DAVI D
| don't know. | guess it's just a nice rem nder of

being alive. (He Laughs) If I'mafraid | nust be
afraid to die.

A beat .

SEAN
| don't know if that's a nice rem nder. Couldn't you
just snell a flower or read a good book or sonething?

DAVI D
(Chuckl es) | guess so. You know what | nean though?

SEAN
| guess | do. 1'd rather feel alive on the ground
though | think. If I have the choice.
DAVI D | aughs.
A beat .

DAVI D
Dad says hi.

SEAN
Ch good. How s he doin?



DAVI D
You know. Adjusting. Like all of us.

SEAN
How are you doi n?

DAVI D
You know. Up and down. Pretty good for the nost part.

SEAN
Yeah | understand that.

A beat .

SEAN
Are you seei ng anybody?

DAVI D
Li ke dati ng?

SEAN
Yeah.

DAVI D
Nope.

A beat .

SEAN
Well . . . It's really good to see you. |In person.
You | ook good.

DAVI D
Do I'?

SEAN
Yeah. You | ook good. Healthy.

DAVI D
Thanks. I'mtrying.

SEAN
VWell you | ook good.

DAVI D
Thanks. Runni ng.

SEAN
s that what it is?

SEAN takes a long sip fromhis beer.



SEAN
Ahhhh. Fuck it. | better get up and pack now or I'l|
never do it.

SEAN gets up fromhis seat.

And I'lIl end up just sitting here and getting drunk
with you and I'll mss nmy flight.
DAVI D
Yes. Do that.
SEAN
That does sound nicer than sitting on an airpl ane.
For seven and a half hours.
SEAN starts up the stairs.
SEAN

Oh and watch out with these stairs. Especially if
you' ve gotten into the uh into the spirits or
mal t ed bever ages.

DAVI D
Have you fall en?

SEAN
(Smling) A couple tines.

DAVI D | aughs.

DAVI D
Hey speaking of, are there any good bars around here
| shoul d check out?

SEAN
None that you can really walk to. But it's only |ike
a ten dollar Uoer, if that, into Littleton. There's a
couple nice places in town, if you' re okay with
Towni es.

DAVI D
Cool .

SEAN

"1l just be a few m nutes.
SEAN ascends the stairs.

DAVID sits for a nmonment, drinking his beer and
bounci ng his | eg.



He gets up and goes to his bag. He shuffles

t hrough clothes for a nonent and retrieves his

| apt op bag. He conmes back to the seat, takes his
| aptop out and opens it. He tries to turn the
conputer on, no battery. He takes the power cord
out of the bag. He finds a chair close to an
outlet and plugs it in. He waits for a nonent.
The laptop turns on and he fiddles with it.

A m nute passes.
SEAN descends the stairs.

DAVI D
VWhich Wfi network are you guys on?

SEAN
Chit's HAL. H A'L. The password is Johnson2233. Wth
a capital J.

DAVI D
HAL. Johnson2233. Wth an "H' in Johnson?
SEAN
Yeah.
DAVI D
Thanks.
SEAN
Are you on?
DAVI D
Yes. |Is HAL a "2001" reference?
SEAN
(Chuckl es) Yeah. Maddie set it up.
DAVI D
| like it.
A beat. DAVID holds the "space bar" on the
keyboar d.
DAVI D
"Qpen the pod bay doors, HAL."
SEAN
(In alifeless nonotone) "I'msorry Dave, |I'mafraid
| can't do that."



DAVI D
Get nme on the internet, HAL.

A beat. DAVID fiddles with the conputer sone
nore. SEAN takes a |long | ook at DAVID.

SEAN
You're really | ookin'" good, buddy.
DAVI D
(Laughs) Thanks.
SEAN
WI!1l you give Dad ny | ove when you talk to hinf
DAVI D nods.
DAVI D
Yes of course. He m sses you
SEAN
He doesn't really know who | am
DAVI D | ooks up at SEAN.
DAVI D
O course he knows who you are. He asks about you a
| ot. He m sses you.
SEAN
Well, that's good.
DAVI D
He asks about Moma lot too. A fair anount.
SEAN
Huh. (A beat) Yeah. Wen | get back on Saturday we
can tal k about next steps maybe. If that's alright?
It's not fair for you to have to take care of him
DAVI D
It's not a problem | was there. | was happy to do
it. And anyway, there's nothing to do now. He's not
really ny responsibility anynore anyway.
SEAN
Well, either way, we can talk about it when | get
back. You got the wifi working?
DAVI D

Yeah it's worKking.



SEAN

Good. If it goes out, the box, the uh router, is in
Maddie's and ny room If it goes out, just unplugging
it and plugging it back in usually works to fix it.
DAVI D
The ol d standby internet-fixing technique.
SEAN | aughs.
SEAN
It's good to see you.
DAVI D
It's good to be here. Thanks for letting ne cone
st ay.
SEAN

Anytinme. Really, anytine.
LI GATS DOMN



