                                
2026/2027 Sylvan Ranch Community Garden
“Contributing to the Improvement of the Garden”

All members of the Sylvan Ranch Community Garden (SRCG) are required to perform garden wide maintenance beyond the members’ own plot, that contributes to the general upkeep and improvement of the garden and that equals to or exceeds the minimum hours requirement. A minimum of 2 hours of community garden work per month is required. Some examples for meeting this hourly requirement include but are not limited to: 

· Actively participating in monthly Garden Improvement Days. On third Saturday of each month at 9am to 11am core hours (come earlier or later).
· Actively serving on the Board or other garden committees.
· Actively developing and/or participating in fundraising activities. 
· Actively serving as a steward or supporting the steward of a common area project or plot. 
· Actively developing and/or participating in garden workshops, seminars, or other garden community activities. 

***To circumvent the “Contributing to the Improvement of the Garden” minimum hours requirement a yearly monetary contribution of $120 ($10 / month) beyond the membership and/or plot fees will be accepted.

The Board of Directors will evaluate each members contribution according to active participation in the above listed activities and then determine the approval of your reapplication for plot renewal. All decisions of the Board are final.















2026/2027 SRCG Water Conservation Guidelines
The Sylvan Ranch Community Garden Water Conservation Recommendations are intended to provide guidelines for the optimum reduction of water use for a successful Garden. Failure to follow these recommendations can result in termination of water service for the entire garden. 
1)  Irrigate gardens with soaker hoses, drip systems (drip emitters, plastic or metal cans                                               punched with holes) Watering techniques should not result in water on the leaf surface.. With good organic soil content, the garden should be able to go 2-7 day between watering cycles. 
2) Check soil moisture below the upper 10” soil layer to determine if watering is needed. All irrigation controllers need to be inspected at least once a week. If the ground is moist outside of your plot adjust irrigation cycles and layout of irrigation lines. 
3) All automated watering systems should water before 9am or after 6pm. Manual watering should be done in the morning or evening hours avoiding the peak heat of the day. Adjust water application according to the existing environmental conditions. Periodically inspect your automated watering systems for leaks or breaks.
4) Use only onsite provided water for irrigating plants. No other water sources are acceptable. 
5) Remove weeds as they will compete for the available soil moisture.. 
6) Cover bare soil with plastic, weed block fabric, or paper covers (heavy craft paper, newspaper, etc.)
7) Use 1 to 3 inches of organic mulches such as straw or wood chips. If using wood chips, a fabric should be used to separate the soil from the wood chips. When wood chips, leaves or pine needles get mixed into the ground they will change the PH of the soil as they break down. Caution: Do not be too anxious to mulch in the spring. Give the soil an opportunity to warm up in direct sun and the plants a chance to get growing before mulching. Also, more than 3 inches of mulch will attract slugs and snails. 
8) The following list of crops are highly discouraged during severe drought. These crops are not water efficient but drought tolerant varieties can be planted. 
· Sweet Corn, beans, melons, pumpkins, and root crops (radishes, carrots, potatoes, turnips, etc.) 
    9) Plant only what you can eat or store or donate to the food bank. Consider planting fewer plants than in previous years. For example, if you planted 6 tomato plants last year, plant only 4 this year.
10) Plant taller crops on the west side of the garden plot to shade your other crops during the hot afternoons or construct trellis with shade cloth. Do not block sun access for the neighboring plots.




11) Plant crops closer together and in groups with similar water needs. 
         ***These recommendations will be followed by all gardeners for the entire garden year. As a community garden, we need to do our part to conserve water and set a good example for the entire region. 



2026/2027 Sylvan Ranch Community Garden
 Membership Levels
Membership Levels (per garden year April 1 to March 31)                                                     
Sunflower (Supporter): ($20/garden year) 
· Receives news and event announcements via email. 
· Eligible to attend educational seminars. 
Tomato (Member): ($40/garden year)
· Have full access to garden.
· Eligible to attend educational seminars. 
· Ability to participate in and harvest from all common areas. 
Basil (Gardener): ($65/garden year) 
· Have full access to the garden.
· Eligible to attend educational seminars. 
· Ability to participate in and harvest from all common areas.  
· Assigned a 4'x20’'plot for personal gardening. 

Applicants may ask the Board of Directors for a Financial Hardship Request. 



2026/2027 Sylvan Ranch Community Garden
Rules and Procedures
The Sylvan Ranch Community Garden Rules & Procedures are intended to provide guidelines for the optimum use of the Garden. Failure to follow these rules and procedures can result in termination of your membership agreement and forfeiture of any payments that have been made.
1. Plots will be leased and assigned by the SRCG Board of Directors. Priority will be given to Citrus Heights residents and Citrus Heights community groups. 

2. For plot renewals, applications and fees will be submitted by the Friday “before” the February Board of Directors Meeting (second Thursday of month) and then applications will be approved by the February Board of Directors meeting.  Fees for “unapproved” plot renewals will be returned by the Friday following the February Board Meeting.

3. New member applications and fees will be submitted by the Friday before the March Board of Directors meeting (second Thursday of month). New applications will be approved by the March Board of Directors meeting and plot assignments distributed

4. Second plots will be assigned only after all applicants have leased one plot. A maximum of two plots per family will be allowed.

5. The Board of Directors will evaluate plot renewal applications according to active participation in the Garden Improvement monthly hour requirements, adherence to Rules and Procedures, submittal of completed application and submittal of fee. 
6. Approval of your application and fees will allow you access to your plot(s) for one garden year starting on April 1 and ending on March 31.  You will have access to the materials center and tool shed which has a limited inventory of items. Each gardener is responsible for expenses related to the general growth and maintenance of your own plot.  This would include irrigation equipment, additional soil amendments, plant material, specialized tools and supplies (cages, stakes, fertilizer etc) and is not reimbursed for any expenses or labor related to the growth of the installed plant material.
7. Garden plots may not be used to grow crops for sale. Plots may be shared but no subleasing is permitted.
8. Only vegetables, non-invasive herbs and flowers are allowed to be grown. No invasive (uncontrolled – with exception of catnip) or poisonous or illegal or any shrubs or any trees, or any grasses can be planted inside the individually leased plots.  Cover crops such as: crimson clover and buckwheat etc that provide protection and nutrients to the soil are allowed.    
9. Only organic supplements and pest control methods may be used in the Garden. No chemical fertilizers, pesticides or herbicides are allowed in the Garden. 
10. Garden plots and pathways within 8” around your plot must be kept clear of any noxious weeds, grasses, garbage, and obstructions for all 12 months of the year. 



11. Garden plots one through eleven have been designated for disabled members and maintained with accessibility standards. These aisles will be maintained completely clear of weeds, grasses, mulch and garbage for all 12 months of the year. Existing decomposed granite aisles shall be kept clear of obstructions and groomed to be level.
12. Gardeners with poorly maintained plots (weeds and pests) will be given written notification to their address on record. A 14-day grace period will be given to allow correction of the problems. Lease agreements for poorly maintained plots may be terminated and reassigned at the discretion of the SRCG Board of Directors. Decisions may be appealed for reconsideration. No refunds. 
13. No alcohol, smoking, illegal drugs, or weapons of any kind are permitted in the Garden. 
14. Gardening and watering is restricted to your own plot. You must be present while manually watering or use a timed system that is monitored weekly. Gardeners will adjust water usage according to environmental conditions and also initiate Water Conservation Recommendations (refer to Water Conservation Policy). 
15. Placement of materials (mulch, gravel etc.) or modifications to the pathways and community areas are not allowed without permission from the SRCG Board of Directors. 
16. Put the community tools away when you are finished using them. Turn off faucets, lock the tool shed, blue dumpsters and access gates. 
17. Personal items are permitted in your garden plot but are placed there at your own risk.
18. All Garden property tools, equipment and supplies shall not be removed from the confines of the Garden and returned to the proper location after use.
19. Children and visitors must be accompanied by a garden member and must be supervised while on site. 
20. Dogs are permitted in the garden on a leash and under control of the member at all times. The member is responsible for removing waste and repairing any damage caused by the dog. 
21. Produce from Garden fruit trees are the property of its fee-paying members. Each member is allowed a proportional amount of fruit not to exceed potential equal distribution among its members.  Each gardener can pick fruit sufficient for themselves only.  Do not pick fruit in bulk even if intended for distribution to other garden members. Fallen fruit can be gathered and displayed on the table at the south entrance until fruit is no longer desirable. Jams and jellies can be made with these fruits. We are not able to provide fruit for nonfee-paying members, former members, extended family or friends.
22. Inquiries regarding rule interpretations can be sent to: 
SRCG Secretary at: sylvanranchcg@gmail.com  Please allow 48 hrs. for response.  
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