Eventually, Halifax’s Supervised Playgrounds were incorporated and the
provisions of public playgrounds became accepted municipal responsibility.

Across the western world, Supervised Playgrounds were the basis of the H 2 t 2 Bl f' l d P k
modern municipal. “parks and recreation department” as well as the lS O rlc O O m le ar
“summer day camps” also offered by most municipalities.

Halifax’s First Public Playground

gely dne, will again] An eharge. - - .
Undoubtedly - Tast” “sWmmer Mul- THE mgﬂ m]ﬁ u“'ﬁ
grave Park was .the ‘“‘star” play-
.* No girl and- no boy who
was present at the closing last k"u THE
August and the memoarble “‘spread”

ey oot weies CAF HOUSENOLD LEAGUE

Owing - to  the erection of

presentation From the

the new high school bullding -in R 3
the Bloomfield school vard, there|/Mrs. ~Wilson, Chairman of
will be no {xl-:'x;udu\nj: there ¥ National Uouncil of Women’s
summer, but nobody's [t
lengthen beeause along with this Committee on Household
T ynews comes the announcement that Economics, to speak‘
oil of Women, the {the children u{]ho in t.'lm" rf']um;nars It 'you- %ant to ‘Snow. how. the
Y {spent happy hours here Will HAVE .o 0 wives League of New York, in
; the Board Of i;?:v‘:e p::gg;?\'ua::: '\l-r:d i"nt.\\\li’oﬂi;l\"l;'lh" midst of lll‘e seausu;, dropped the
issi { { S el ieen G *|price of eggs from 60 cents to 25
prmigsioners. yell {he equnxsment‘l“lftx_r" Fj‘;:m;ohl:;.{(:lcenm per dozen, go to the Technical
un 19.—An u“ [;;};gr:)l\ln; :u:s SO ACAP% T College on Monday, June 29th, at
B AC¥swin t A i . .
01 . ' jeight o'clock: — o
ot the hgmy‘l’“\'sl(ﬂ\h INSTRUCTOR ; Tke Housewives League was form-
Incorporated thepag BEEN ENGAGED. jed in New York about four years ago
s Association.”| " ditss have ensaged Lhe by Mrs. Julian Heath. Its purpose
gitls and boys| 1 ne comm Bave.: enga) €| wag to prove that by combination
services of a young man who Willl Lon 0 oou1d reduce the High Cost
8, for it marks aliaye the physieal drill of the older! J° U PP 0 I Tlihont the  vote.
itn the playipoys in charge, and there are S0ME| The organization was so successful
:‘r :ll’\?ah :;I;ﬂ"’"‘:‘ times -0.' the Common coming{y, New York that it spread thruout
& to them. . the country and leagues sprang up
D are‘entitled  yjss Kate Camp a_sister off gvery where. Wherever they arose
the young lady in ch at  Mul{ gither prices fell ‘or better goods

mentbers 0f grave Park ground, will be the 8up4 were offered for same money.
Alexar ) When the problem ptf the cost of
van will bed jiving became acute in Canada, local
St. Mary's playground. {councils of women invited Mrs.
At Grafton Park Miss Ead will bel Heath to address them and help or-
and  Mrs. i charge. jganlze, The National Council took

A I At the Joseph Howe ground Miss the matter up and appointed a com-
% Blty—P, F. Mor- mihel Rinehart will be in charge. mittee to carry on the work. The
o . Miss Taylor, who last summe

. Halifax Local Council, has invited
atives- of “‘the School gyve the emall people such delight-'the convener of that National com-
ret to be appointed. ful hours with games and folk dan< mittee, Mrs. T. A. Wilson, of Ottawa,
¢ of the assocla- ces and that sort of thing, has been to come to Halifax and tell the peo-
Been held, and at
Rev. Dr.J, W. Macmil-
man Kelly Bnd Mrs. W.
i@ were added to the mem-

on a visit to Boston, and there arq ple here how the women in other

reports current that she has some parts of Canada are dealing with

splendid surprises- in store for thig this great problem.

season. A public meeting will be held in
“Speed the season!™ every play4the Technical College Hall on Mon-

ground child will say who hears ali day, June 29th at enght o'cl

these pleasant things. f who are affected by Khe,-’é‘

} living are cordially invity
|In this way the rounoll:?.

it has the co-operation ‘¢l Q’E

!wives and householders ©
{In its efforts to help find a
Ritehie stated yesterday af-| of this vexing problem. foe
00n, In reply 6 An inquiry, that | The Canadian organlzati\ﬂ
@ supervised DI unds ‘will be | known as the Cauadian Hou a

ened one -week after the schools League and is not affiliated with’the
: & » | American soclety

. |
“irls and boys at Richmond will
very jully over the announce-

§ ‘hat” the playground at Mul-
I rark. 8 dc ovided with |
{ 1'appa; . afid that Mies

P ity and1
ite anccess Wyear was |

“In grateful appreciation of the Local Council of Women, Halifax who began the playground
movement in Halifax, July 13 1906, on this spot.” [plaque lain May 27, 1986].
The Bloomfield Supervised Playground is an important piece of our local
history belonging to a much broader international movement that helped
shaped the modern world. However, there are currently no plans to save this
valuable piece of our local history when the Bloomfield Centre is redevel-
oped. Contact Halifax city council to help save Historic Bloomfield Park!

To Learn more visit Facebook: @bloomfieldurbancommon
Email: bloomfieldurbancommon@hotmail.com



A History of Halifax’s Supervised Playgrounds

Halifax, Nova Scotia

Through the efforts of the local Council of Women, the first supervised
playgrounds in Halifax were opened during the summer of 1906. Taking
advantage of their proximity to the United States, the ladies engaged
Miss Ford of the Hyannis Normal School in Boston as playground
supervisor. She was assisted by two teachers from the Halifax Public
Schools. Instruction was given in sewing, basketmaking, clay modelling,
and physical culture. The grounds were open in the evenings from six to
nine o’'clock for boys over thirteen and for men. Two band concerts,
“enjoyed by thousands of people,” were part of the summer pro-
gramme.*® The success of the 1906 programme led to a grant in the
amount of $150 from the Halifax School Board for the 1907 summer
programme, and the same grant was repeated in 1908 to assist in paying
the teachers. In addition an appeal for funds brought in $72.55, but the
local Council of Women was faced with a large deficit that was only
solved when Mr. Thomas Mitchell, **a warm friend of the Playgrounds,”
donated $150. At the close of the 1908 season the playgrounds commit-
tee of the local Council of Women made it clear that it thought the time
had come for the playgrounds to be taken over by the school board or
the city, the aim of the local Council of Women being rather to initiate
than to carry on work of this kind permanently.*’

Activities on the Halifax playgrounds in 1908 were supervised by
women teachers from the Halifax public schools, assisted by women
from the sponsoring committee. The programme of that summer indi-
cates a wide variety of activities including stories, games, sewing, paper
flower making, knitting, kindergarten work, clay modelling and basket-
making. Mr. McKinnon of the YMCA assisted with older boys’ base-
ball, “A very popular gift was a large number of solid wooden blocks
given by Mr. Dempster of Dempster Planing Mills. These last forever
and are capital for rainy days indoors.”*

The local Council of Women continued its efforts on behalf of the
children of Halifax until, in 1914, the Halifax Playgrounds Commission
was formed “to promote healthful recreation for the residents of
Halifax and Dartmouth.”® The organization was a voluntary one with
no formal relation to civic government; however, there was provision
for appointment of two school board members to the commission. The
local Council of Women was to be represented continually by three
members. While the articles of incorporation provided for employment
of superintendents, no permanent appointment was made.

In 1944 the Halifax city council established a recreation committee of
council which in 1946 appointed Roy K. Smith as full time director of
recreation.*® For the next several years both the Playgrounds Commis-
sion and the recreation committee continued to operate, Duplication of
responsibilities was obvious and several meetings were held to discuss
amalgamation of the two bodies.*' Finally in 1952 the two were joined
as the Halifax Recreation and Playgrounds Commission with appoint-
ments to the commission made by city council.*?

Recreational Land Use: Perspectives on Its Evolution in Canada. Geoffrey Wall, John S. Marsh,

Pg. 280,” Accessed via Google Books.

This article references the installation of the arc-light at the Bloomfield
Playground. Another article references the contribution of the St. Pat-
rick’s baseball team who helped coach the children in the 1909 season.
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A community “little league” began to play baseball out of the playgrounds
beginning sometime around 1907. By 1910, the league consisted of a be-
ginners, intermediate, and advanced division with teams playing out of
each of the playgrounds. The games were very popular and followed by the
community. Being the first public playgrounds in Halifax, this likely repre-
sents the first organized community baseball in the city as well. An arc-
light was installed at the Bloomfield Supervised Playground in 1910 to al-
low the baseball teams to play later into the evening.

FINTEREST CONTIUES
1IN SIENNG PLAYGRO
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sition. The “Cubs’ are in first place

in the senior leagueé.
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boys who will be allowed to use

ball gronnd. There will be nq_ugnl:‘
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open alr concerts will be‘i_n next
week.
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boys would recelve from the first an
perhaps the best play-grounds Hallfax
will ever have. Their action in re-
serving the W.A.A.(‘It.‘ ‘rot;l:l: ::r
our growing young citizens -
doubtedly a good action. The ¥ of
outdoor 1ife, cricket, football, tenulis,
golf, quoits, etc., the sturdy ri y
and hard-fought games witnessed
there, cannot fall to impress even the
most thoughtless that qualities are
unconsclously absorbed, that help to
fit the player both mentally and phy-
sically to fight the sterner game of
fe. p

uEnvironment {s possibly, next to
heredity, the t factor Im
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Mr. and Mrs. George Mitchell .. 5.00
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W. T. Kennedy ....coccneevece 2.00
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Miss Flla Ritchie, for Albro =

The Bloomfield Supervised Play-
ground was the first of three super-
vised playgrounds opened in Halifax
in the summer of 1906 that included
the Grafton Street Playground at St.
Mary’s and the Albro Street Play-
ground. Supervised Playgrounds were
also established at Young Street, Jo-
seph Howe School in 1909, and Mul-
grave Park in 1910. Members of the
council were concerned that in an in-
creasingly industrialized and urban
city, there were limited opportunities
for children to play outside in a safe
and clean environment. Moreover,
many parents could not afford ade-
quate daycare during the summer
when their children were not in
school. The answer was the interna-
tional Supervised Playground Move-
ment. Parents could leave their chil-
dren under the supervision of spe-
cially trained teachers where there
would be playground equipment,
games, arts and crafts, and organized
sports. Also known as ‘“vacation
schools”, the playgrounds were open
during the evenings to older children
and the men and women who worked
in nearby factories. The “open air
concerts” referred to in this article
drew 1000s of attendants as men-
tioned on the previous page.



the playground

equipment but would not take any
payment for his work. Peak atten-

install

’s Supervised Playgrounds

enjoyed widespread public sup-
who showed up with a wheel bar-
row and the construction workers

who gave him a job helping to
move stones or the father who

port. There was a genuine city-
wide enthusiasm for the project.
This article describes a young boy
dance at the Bloomfield Super-
vised Playground was 900 children
in one day with a daily average of
300. The children were also taken

helped
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on day trips to point pleasant park,
and the year-end ceremonies were
presided over by the Lt Governor.
Paper flowers and clay models
made by the children at the play-
grounds were also put on display
at the Nova Scotia Exhibition Hall.
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The fundraising activities enjoyed a broad base of support. The Eastern
Canada Savings and Loan Company administered the collection of the
funds. The editors of Halifax’s newspapers gave strong voice to the fund-
raising efforts, as did members of the clergy who spoke in support of them.
The Mayor personally provided a large portion of the funding for the Play-
grounds in one year during WWI, and the Lt. Governor of Nova Scotia was
an early supporter who presided over the closing ceremonies and awarded
prizes to the children who participated it various activities that day.
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position” In the wupighborhood of
North street station, and will look |
well after the “suburbanites.”” The
west end, the north end, the south
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Mrs. Jamies Motr, Miss Mary
Mrs. Brinkman, Mrs. M. B.
Mrs. W. J. Wallace, Fes Mrs. W, J.




In a time of increasing industrialization and urbanization, the Halifax Local
Council of Women were concerned about the effect this would have on chil-
dren who did not have safe and healthy places to play. The playgrounds
were seen as a public health measure of which a key component was the
“mental health” of those who used them, although this would have been re-
ferred to as “spiritual” or “moral” health back it the early 1900s.
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i - |

an overcrowded

The Supervised Playgrounds were privately funded through public fundrais-
ing activities. The Halifax Local Council of Women paid to install slides,
swings, see-saws, sand boxes, and also offer games like bag tosses and teth-
erball, arts and crafts, and organized excursions and day-trips. June 1906.

’ (CONTINUED ON PAGE BIGHT.) |t
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- ONE WAY TO DO GREAT
- GOOD WITH LITTLE EFFORT

The Supervised»Phygrounds Are Going to Fill a Want That
- Has Been Heretofore Greatly Felt.---But More “
Money VWill Be Required.

A meeting of the supervised play-
grounds commities of the Woman's
Council was held om Saturday. It
was decided to purchass kindergarton
material, also (0 place ten sand boxes

it V6 e bamk for & Gailclan eml- " the matter.

"L;:t we forget that all we can hold in
our cold dead hand is what we have ||¢

"

ta the play-ground.— These will be 1 wa mt
about four feet square and two feet y el y g h'rl;
high and” when filled with sand will g 3

he & great source of p to the | exe o he Park and other TOOTEe, uemsurer, and by The B
lictle onen. ~Parallel bars. threé tilts ' places of _interest, at I““Pn omoe Evenlag A )
apd  half a dozen swings will be  week. A number of ladles it T T

placed in the yard. A friend on Col- ' Bloonifield, Albro and Young street GOYERNOR ¥FRASER WILL :‘:
isge street has offered to donate the schools this week with a view to ASSIST IN GOOD WORK. s

glant stride. W, H. Johnson has

finding out how many children wiil (i Iy A of |
g‘rnmlud the use of a piano, and 8. Lase the play-ground” The committss m's.::"‘.g:,‘ jcdlally o

Play-Ground®. and ph

. Brookfieid-has given two loads ¢f have on hand $230. At least $300 will Hopes AIl WIII Help to am
sand. Kipdergarten chairs and tables be required and $400 or $600 could be Secure Them. pu
will be Trequired for the little ones used to advantage. The hope was ex- o

who will employ themselves 'in paper pressed that money enough would be Dear Mrs. Degnig—Permit me to | tre
sutting, basketry, sewing and other sent in to furnish the grounds with congratulate y#i as president, and | se¢
snjoyable ways. A tent, with sides, benches, so that parents could sit our associates of the Woman's

shich can Dbe rolled up, Is much around the grounds with their little *., i!, on your practical efforts | po!
weded for the very hot days. The ones In the early evening. The com- providing, during vacation, as many
g Miss Sarah Ford, of St. mittes confidently expect that enough | or the pupils of our schools with | In
Vermont, Is expected to money will be sent im for all these play-grounds, under proper care and | poi
L r work the second week of purposes. St. John has a play- supsrvision, a8 the generosity of our | ter
racation. She will be assisted by a ground fund of $1.200. Hallfax must | cirizens will warrant. Healthy ehil- ‘¢
wumber of Hallfax young ladies. It not ba behind In “this movément | gren will seek play, and If it i» notd the
% intended to_take the children on Donations will be received by E. L. ,.,,‘“-m.d for them they will fied it | con
where It may become hurtful becauss
unchecked. Your efforts will not only | ste
z make them Thappy, but will Dboth | wa

A Life Problem

monld thelr characters. The greatest | not
Hurry, Hard, Nervous Rrain Work

need of the age Is more unseifigh | the
efforts to make our boys and girls | tot
strong In all that tende towards good
citizenship. In your unselfish work

I trust you will not only have sym-
pathy, but the suppori of all classes K
to enabfe you to help the children |

L N R L | ', (¥ 1 “No—Hafm_‘—‘_” diifing the trylng vacation days Iet
> L . all -who, during thess days, can get
» away to new scened and changed

. . 2

amgsements, in  thankfulness hel,
or Temble lnj“ry thos# who remalin to do such xnog In:
work for those who have not been
blessed with the means of spending [ [y
thelr vacations elsewhere.
With hssurance of every assistance

-
I{ you find yourself growing weak, or some I can render. I . ("_";,n‘\': Ty

2 = = your sgincerely
stomach or any other trouble is setting in, it's a Government House, June 12
. PR ey O (RS m———
surd sign you are usivig Up Tore gray matter Enclosed, pleass 0nd  cheque for | e
play-ground fund. with every good [ 1o
than the food ”Dlm | wish for guccess in this most necesw| U0
4 ¢ sary work. Yours sincerly, the

MARION 8 MORROW. I“"
North-West Arm, June 18, 1906, | of
i e

—

Tt all depends on Food aud the mental condition,

How correct it? Change diet.

Qlllt co'fee EﬂﬂfO', Here's a dollar for your l‘orlhyi?’:

|
|
i
|
|
'hmd. If there Ix n better way to | abl

; Risoy-on-—y e spend a dollar, 1'd like to know it, | Of
A rittle Fruit. - CHARLIE. ‘ln;:
# Dish of GRAPE-NUTS and Cream R N TR o sevt. | "::

M ool A _8_ 2 W™ pe—



Halifax’s Supervised Playgrounds were part of the international Play-
ground Movement which saw supervised playgrounds opened in cities like
Phiadelphia, Boston, New York, London, and Manchester as early as 1885.
Fundraising for the Playgrounds was achieved, in part, through the selling
of “tags”. These tags would be analogous to the modern button-pin and
would be worn as both a source of pride and notification that a person had
already contributed to the fundraising effort. Organized groups of children
led by adults would spread out across the city, and could raise over $1000.

July 11, 1909.
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This article describes the tags that were sold by the children. It is possible
that some of these survive to this day either in the Halifax city archives, the
Halifax Regional School Board’s archives, the Local Council of Women’s
archive, or possibly in private homes by the descendants of their purchas-
ers. Other historical items from the Supervised Playgrounds that I would
like to try and recover include the clay models and paper flowers produced
by the children and put on display at the Nova Scotia Exhibition Hall. The
children also made dolls that were put on display at the Exhibition Hall and
then afterwards donated to the children at the Children’s Hospital. As well,
there are the concert programs from the first season and the baseball uni-
forms worn by the children playing in the community baseball leagues that
began to play out of the playgrounds starting around 1908. There are likely
many more newspaper articles on the playgrounds, as well as the baseball
leagues which played out of them, in the provincial archives. The articles
in this pamphlet are drawn from the “Women’s Council Archive” which is
a small sample of the total number of articles that must exist.
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