

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF WHILTON PARISH COUNCIL

 held at Whilton Village Hall on Wednesday 13th November 2024 – 7:30pm

Attendance: Parish Councillors – A Gilbert, M Hampson, B Lewis, J Melling, R Smith (Chairman), Sue Porter (Clerk) and 4 members of the public 

1. OPENING PROCEDURES

1.1  ACCEPTANCE OF APOLOGIES – J Hanslip, A Lee
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS – Personal or Prejudicial – B Lewis & A Gilbert – Village Hall (Personal & Prejudicial), A Gilbert & J Melling – Allotments (Personal & Prejudicial)


3. APPROVE MINUTES OF THE MEETING held on WEDNESDAY 11th SEPTEMBER 2024 – It was proposed by R Smith, seconded by J Melling and all voted in approval that the minutes were an accurate record of the meeting and these will be signed and dated by the Chairman.
4. 
PUBLIC TIME – Nil 


5. WEST NORTHAMPTONSHIRE UNITARY COUNCILLOR REPORT – Nil 
6. THE SPINNEY – The monthly checks continue to be undertaken.
7. VILLAGE HALL – A Gilbert has circulated the latest update.  The land clearance at the rear of the Village Hall is due to take place soon.  B Lewis produced the running and capital costs for the review by the PC. The costs will be discussed in January when the precept is being prepared. Quotes have been received and discussed for sound insulation for the Village Hall.  The quote for £5,000 has been accepted.  It was proposed by R Smith that the costs are shared 50/50 between the Village Hall and the PC for these works; the money will be taken from the PC CIL monies, seconded by M Hampson and all voted in favour.
7.1 Land Registration - The documents have now been signed for the Land Registration, there has been lengthy delays by the Solicitors.
8. HIGHWAYS – B Lewis advised that there have been 4 incidents in recent years with the water main on the canal bridge at Whilton Locks, and parts have been replaced with uPVC.  The Canal & River Trust have an inspection process in place and the weight limit is being checked.  The 30mph sign has now been replaced at the Motorway Bridge. Six 20mph advisory signs have been delivered from Helen Howard (WNC Highways) for erecting through the Locks.

9.   BUSINESS
9.1 Allotments - Tree & Hedge Maintenance - Three quotes have been requested for the hedge maintenance and tree removal works.  The works should have been undertaken last year; however there were many delays with the appointed contractor.  It is anticipated that the works will take between 1-2 days and these need to be sorted by the end of January.

9.2 Kier – Tree Planting Project (Pocket Woodlands) – Remove from the agenda, scheme no longer in place.
9.3 Churchyard Mowing 2025 – The Church have suggested that a volunteer rota be put in place for 2025, although the PC feel that a mowing contractor would be more likely.  A funding application for some further tasks will be requested from the Church and a business plan will be requested for the January meeting when the precept will be discussed.
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9.4 Traffic Calming at Whilton Locks – A solution is required for some traffic calming measures based on the VAS data that is being recorded.  B Lewis will produce a report which can be forwarded with a letter from the Chairman to Stuart Timmiss (WNC) to get some advice.
9.5 Defibrillators – The defibrillators are still operational, although the model has been discontinued.  New cabinets are required, and it was agreed to look for alternatives when the current batteries expire in April 2025.  Defibrillator training will also be required.  J Melling to look at options and costings available.
9.6 NCALC - Notification of Clerk’s Salary Increase 2024-25 – It was noted by all that the increase to the Clerk’s salary of £42.00 per month has been backdated to April 2024.
9.7 Planning for the PC Elections – May 2025 – Ideas for recruiting new councillors will be discussed at the next meeting.
9.8 Conclusion of External Audit Report 2023-24 –The report from the External Auditor showed that there were no areas of concern to note. 
9.9 Church Clock – The ladder for the Church Clock and the Bells is no longer safe to use. The Church will be asked to include in their business plan for the precept discussions.
9.10 Review of the Grand Union Canal Conservation Area - Public Online Presentation - 21st November 2024 – A Gilbert has registered to attend.
10.   FINANCE
It was proposed by M Hampson that the following accounts are approved, seconded by B Lewis and all voted in favour.
10.1 Income/Expenditure Update & Bank Reconciliation’s from September & October 2024

10.2 Accounts paid (September to November 2024):
Online

S Porter    
 
Clerk’s Salary Sept 24

£  290.10   
LGA 1972 s112

                


Clerk’s Expenses Sept 24

£    18.00
LGA 1972 s112
Online 
S Porter       

Clerk’s Salary October 24 

£  527.56
LGA 1972 s112



          

Clerk’s Expenses October 24
£    18.00
LGA 1972 s112
Online 
Anglian Water
Allotments July-Sept 24

£    25.29
SHHA 1908
Online 
HMRC       

PAYE 2024/25 Q2


£  217.57
LGA 1972 s112
Online 
M Clements       
Peppercorn Rent


£      0.05
LGA 1972 s111

Online 
B Lewis

Noticeboard Supplies

£    16.00
LGA 1972 s111
Online 
N Power

Street Lighting


£  321.20
PCA1957 s3 
Online 
PKF Littlejohn
External Audit 2023-24

£  252.00
LGA 1972 s111
10.3 Accounts to be paid – Nil 

10.4 Payments Received (September to November 2024)

Nat West 

Interest 


£     46.35   

WNC


½ Year Precept 

£8,593.00   


Current Bank Balances (as of 31/10/2024): 
Current Account 
£  7,952.69
Reserve Account 
£18,243.09   

Date of next Parish Council Meeting – Wednesday 8th January 2025 – 7:30pm
Meeting Closed: 8:54pm 
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