

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF WHILTON PARISH COUNCIL

 held at Whilton Village Hall on Wednesday 8th May 2024 – 7:30pm

Attendance: Parish Councillors – A Gilbert, M Hampson, A Lee, B Lewis, J Melling, R Smith, 
Phil Bignell (WNC) and Sue Porter (Clerk) 

1.  OPENING PROCEDURES
1.1 Election of Chairman & Acceptance of Office – A Gilbert proposed R Smith as Chairman, seconded by J Melling and all voted in favour.  The Acceptance of Office was signed.
1.2 Election of Vice Chairman & Acceptance of Office – R Smith proposed J Melling as Vice Chairman, seconded by A Gilbert and all voted in favour.  The Acceptance of Office was signed
1.3 Acceptance of Apologies for Absence – J Hanslip 
1.4 Review of Standing Orders – The Standing Orders were approved by all in the current form.
1.5 Review of Financial Regulations – The new Financial Regulations will be adopted in July.
1.6 Review of PC Policies & Risk Assessment – All policies and the PC Risk Assessment are approved in the current form.
1.7 Review of Asset Register – The VAS Signs x 3 and Gateways will be added to the Asset

Register.
1.8  Appointment of Parish Council Representatives to various roles/groups within the village:
 Village Hall – A Gilbert
 Highways – To be confirmed at the July Meeting
 Allotments – A Lee
      Defibrillators – J Melling 
 Parish Paths Warden – Richard Bunce 
 The Spinney – Jim Thompson
 Police Liaison – M Hampson 
 Noticeboards - J Melling & A Lee
1.9 Appoint Internal Checker – M Hampson 
2.
DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS – Personal or Prejudicial – Nil 


3. APPROVE MINUTES OF THE MEETING held on Wednesday 13th March 2024 – The minutes were approved as an accurate record of the meeting by R Smith, seconded by 
J Melling and these will be signed and dated by the Chairman.
4.   PUBLIC TIME – Nil 
5. WEST NORTHAMPTONSHIRE UNITARY COUNCILLOR REPORT – P Bignell – Nothing further to report following the Annual Parish Meeting.
6. THE SPINNEY – No update received.
7. VILLAGE HALL – A Gilbert circulated the latest update to the councillors.  Wilson Browne Solicitors will be proceeding with the legal work in registering the Title Deeds. A surveyor will be instructed to produce the plans required, and the PC have agreed to pay for this. A Terms of Engagement letter has been received by the Village Hall Committee.  There will be a request from the Village Hall to the PC for a grant of £1,500 to cover the legal fees and this will be provided to the Solicitors to prove the funding is available for the works to commence.  It was proposed by R Smith that this be paid, seconded by J Melling and all voted in favour.
The PC pay a peppercorn rent for the pathway/porch outside the Village Hall to the neighbouring property. A Gilbert will arrange a meeting to sort the legal side of this.
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8. HIGHWAYS – The water leak continues along Brington Lane, and at a recent meeting in Long Buckby, this ongoing problem was highlighted to Stuart Timmiss (WNC) by the Chairman, but still no action has been taken.  Phil Bignell will report this again on Fix my Street and the PC awaits an update.  At the motorway bridge in Whilton Locks, one of the 30mph signs is obscured and one is missing.  The stop sign at the A5 crossroads has been demolished again.
9.   BUSINESS
9.1 WNC - Have your say on West Northamptonshire's new draft Local Plan – R Smith to complete on behalf of the PC.  The traffic through Whilton Locks will be highlighted as a major concern with any new developments.
9.2 WNC - Help shape West Northamptonshire’s approach to manage flood risk across the area – R Smith will review and respond on behalf of the PC.
9.3 WNC – Mowing of Verges – The wildflowers have been cut by the grass mowing contractors, as there were no signs to state they were there.  In Spring 2025, these will be put in place to prevent this happening.
9.4 Letter from Buckby Library & Hub for support and funding – The project was discussed and it was proposed by M Hampson that a grant of £250.00 be allocated to the Buckby Library & Hub, seconded by R Smith and all voted in favour. 
9.5 The launch of Community Connect; a new welfare and wellbeing service for rural Northamptonshire communities – Noted 
9.6 WNC launches Stage Two consultation for Community Governance Review – No response required as no comments were made at the initial consultation.
9.7 Review of Insurance Policy 2024-25 – The policy was reviewed by all and the cover requirements of the PC are still adequate. There is an increase in the premium of £20.00 for the year. It was approved by all that this be renewed.
9.8 Internal Audit Report 2023-24 – There were concerns raised to the relationship between the Village Hall and the PC, especially the funding that is obtained.  Village Hall trustees must declare their interest at the start of the meeting when any financial discussions are involved.  In future, the budget will include a heading for the Village Hall for their annual running costs.
9.9 Approve Annual Governance Statement 2023-24 - It was proposed by R Smith, seconded by 
J Melling and all voted in favour to approve the Annual Governance Statement for 2023/24.  This will be submitted to the External Auditor.
9.10 Approve Annual Accounting Statement 2023-24 - It was proposed by M Hampson, seconded by R Smith and all voted in favour to approve the Annual Accounting Statement for 2023/24.  This will be submitted to the External Auditor.
9.11 Allotments - Tree & Hedge Maintenance – The maintenance has been delayed due to the contractor being injured.  As the bird nesting season is here, only works to the hedge will be undertaken with the trees being left until the Autumn.


9.12 Whilton Locks - Notice Board – B Lewis is to check the noticeboard in The Spinney.  A suggestion has been made to have two additional A4 cupboards in the Locks for information, along with a lockable poster case to replace the current noticeboard.  B Lewis will measure up and provide costs.  
9.13 Red Telephone Box – The door has been fixed and the phone box has been cleaned.
9.14 Improvements to Street Furniture – These works will commence on 20th May 2024.
Whilton/Woolton Sign / Fingerpost Signs (top of village) – A quote will be provided for the fingerpost signs, the Whilton/Woolton sign work has been approved.
Signpost on the Green – Brington Lane – This work has been approved. 
Benches – The Green & Manor Lane – The Manor Lane bench refurbishment has been approved.  The bench on The Green will be replaced.  An order will be placed with Glasdon for the sum of £477.52, proposed by R Smith, seconded by M Hampson and all voted in favour.
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9.15 Demolished Whilton Locks Gateway – This has now been reinstalled by Highways.
9.16 Second Solar Powered VAS opposite Spotted Cow Lane, Whilton Locks – The PC await the installation of the post by WNC Highways and then the VAS can be installed. 
9.17 Kier – Tree Planting Project (Pocket Woodlands) – Defer.  R Smith to chat with the Garden Centre.
9.18 Responding to Planning Applications Training Course – An update was provided from B Lewis, who attended the course, presentation slides are available.
10.   FINANCE
The following accounts were approved by M Hampson, seconded by B Lewis and all voted in favour.  It was agreed that a street lighting maintenance contract quote will be requested from E-On for consideration at the July meeting.

10.1 Income/Expenditure Update & Bank Reconciliation’s from March & April 2024

10.2 Accounts paid (March to May 2024):
Online

S Porter    
 
Clerk’s Salary March 24

£     290.10
LGA 1972 s112

                


Clerk’s Expenses March 24
£       18.00
LGA 1972 s112
Online 
S Porter       

Clerk’s Salary April 24 

£     290.30
LGA 1972 s112



          

Clerk’s Expenses April 24

£       18.00
LGA 1972 s112
Online

HMRC          

PAYE 2023-24 Q4


£     217.05
LGA 1972 s112
DD

Anglian Water
Allotments Jan-March 24

£       11.60
SHHA 1908

Online

Elan City 
           VAS Device 



£  2,807.99
LGRA 1997 s30
Online

N Power
           Street Lighting Jan-March24
£     425.95
PCA1957 s3

Online

Village Hall
           Hall Hire Jan-March24

£       25.00
LGA 1972 s133

10.3 Approve Accounts to be paid
Forde & McHugh


Street Light Repair 


£    192.00
PCA1957 s3
AJG Community Schemes

Insurance Renewal 2024-25
£    807.90
LGA 1972 s111

10.4 Payments Received (March to May 2024)

Nat West 

Interest 





£       35.93 
WNC 


½ Year Precept




£  8,593.00

Northants Police 
Grant Funding 




£  1,500.00


Current Bank Balances (as of 30/04/2024): 
Current Account 
£     9,705.30
Reserve Account 
£   12,123.43

Date of next Parish Council Meeting – Wednesday 10th July 2024 – 7:30pm
Meeting Closed: 8:45pm 
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