

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF WHILTON PARISH COUNCIL

 held at Whilton Village Hall on Wednesday 11th September 2024 – 7:30pm

Attendance: Parish Councillors – A Gilbert, M Hampson, B Lewis, J Melling, R Smith (Chairman), Sue Porter (Clerk), P Bignell (WNC) and 1 member of the public 

1. OPENING PROCEDURES
1.1  ACCEPTANCE OF APOLOGIES – A Lee, J Hanslip
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS – Personal & Prejudicial – A Gilbert & B Lewis (Village Hall), A Gilbert & J Melling (Allotments) 


3. APPROVE MINUTES OF THE MEETING held on WEDNESDAY 10th JULY 2024 and the EXTRAORDINARY MEETING held on MONDAY 5th AUGUST 2024 – It was proposed by 
R Smith that the minutes are approved as an accurate record of the meetings, seconded by J Melling and all voted in favour.  These will be signed and dated by the Chairman.
4. 
PUBLIC TIME – Nil 


5. WEST NORTHAMPTONSHIRE UNITARY COUNCILLOR REPORT (Phil Bignell)

Northamptonshire Police is launching an eight-week push to drive down crime in Northampton town centre ahead of the re-opening of the historic Market Square. 
Traders are set to return to the site on 20 September, with a big event to celebrate the Market Square's reopening set to take place across 19 and 20 October. The revitalisation of the Market Square is not just about enhancing the physical environment but also about bringing significant community benefits. 
We'd like to hear people's views on the development of our Local Transport Plan. The plan has been developed with key stakeholders and details a range of proposals to help shape transport across the area up to 2045. People can have a say via our online survey or look out for in person events taking place online or at locations across West Northants. 

People who keep poultry or captive birds are being reminded by the West Northamptonshire Trading Standards Team to register their flock with the Animal and Plant Health Agency (APHA). Currently, it is only compulsory for anyone who keeps 50 or more birds to register their flock. From 1 October, new requirements will be introduced meaning anyone who keeps birds outside will have to register them - regardless of how many they own. 

The Council’s Revenues and Benefits team is currently working on a massive service transformation that will bring together the accounts of over 180,000 households, 12,000 businesses and 30,000 housing benefit claims onto a new single software system. The move to the new single system next week paves the way for the Council to make the service much more efficient and cost-effective for residents whilst helping to save taxpayers around £360,000 – and will also improve the performance of the service.
6. THE SPINNEY – Concerns were raised over the ‘tree house’ and general public safety in The Spinney, and the Clerk was advised to contact the Insurance Company, who have confirmed that there is public liability in place and that advisory signage is not required. 
There are more volunteers required, and an article has been written in the latest newsletter.












2024/013
7. VILLAGE HALL 
7.1 
Land Registration – The plans have been accepted by the Solicitors, and payment has been made from the PC to the Village Hall in the form of a grant to cover the costs involved. The process is now ongoing.
7.2 
Defibrillator Box – A new box is required. Quotes will be sought from J Melling and discussed at the November meeting.  
8.  HIGHWAYS 
8.1 Brington Lane Hedges – These have been cut right back recently.
8.2 Structural Integrity of the Canal Road Bridge following damage to the Mains Water supply from possible traffic weight and volume – Following another emergency road closure due to a water leak, B Lewis has requested the details of repairs in this area from the past two years from Anglian Water.  There are concerns of the structural integrity of the bridge, which is the responsibility of the Canal & River Trust.
8.3 
30mph Sign Missing at Spotted Cow Lane – B Lewis will continue to chase for this to be replaced.  It has been reported on Fix my Street over three months ago.
9.   BUSINESS
9.1 Allotments - Tree & Hedge Maintenance – Quotes will be obtained and discussed at the November meeting.  The Chairman will meet with the tree surgeons to discuss the works required.
9.2 Whilton Locks - Notice Board – This is now in place, many thanks to B Lewis.
9.3 Kier – Tree Planting Project (Pocket Woodlands) – The Chairman will enquire as to if this scheme is still available.  Concerns will be raised with WNC Planning Enforcement over the trees which were removed, but never replaced, at Whilton Locks Garden Centre as part of the planning application for the new industrial unit.  B Lewis will raise a complaint on the WNC website.
9.4 Street Light Maintenance Contract (E-On) – Quote has been received from E-On for £8.00 per LED light per annum, which works out at a cost of £120.00 plus VAT per year for the maintenance of the 15 street lights.  The Clerk will confirm that the PC would like to sign up.
9.5 NCALC – 77th Annual Conference – 5th October 2024 – Noted 
9.6 Churchyard Mower & Mowing – Roy Haynes has confirmed that he will be stepping down from the grass mowing in the churchyard at the end of this year. Many thanks were given from the PC for all the years of service. The Chairman will now discuss the situation with the Church, and the mowing plans for 2025 onwards.
9.7 VAS Data Analysis – B Lewis has produced the data for the signs to the PC.  In the month of June 2024, there were 50,240 vehicles incoming to Whilton Locks and 40,000 outgoing.  The maximum speed incoming was recorded was 86mph and outgoing was 73mph. Out of the 50,000 vehicles incoming 17,000 were exceeding the 30mph speed limit. This data will be submitted to Helen Howard at WNC Highways for information and advice.
9.8 Traffic Calming at Whilton Locks – An additional feature which will be requested from Highways, is painted ‘dragon’s teeth’ at the gateways, which has a positive effect on other parishes.
9.9 West Northamptonshire Draft Local Transport Plan – The PC response will be prepared by 
B Lewis.
9.10 Provision of a cycle designated route through Whilton Locks – Phil Bignell will send through the details of the WNC cycling project team so that B Lewis can investigate options available.
9.11 Whilton Parish & Village Websites – Access to the village website is required by the Clerk so that the old website can be closed down. The Chairman will speak to the Admins about the login arrangements.
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10.   FINANCE
The following accounts were approved by all;

10.1 Income/Expenditure Update & Bank Reconciliation’s from July & August 2024

10.2 Accounts paid (July to September 2024):
Online

S Porter    
 
Clerk’s Salary July 24

£  290.30   
LGA 1972 s112

                


Clerk’s Expenses July 24

£    18.00
LGA 1972 s112
Online 
S Porter       

Clerk’s Salary August 24 

£  290.10
LGA 1972 s112



          

Clerk’s Expenses August 24
£    18.00
LGA 1972 s112
Online 
Wonderwall       
Whilton Locks Noticeboard

£  288.00
LGA 1972 s111
Online 
Anglian Water
Allotments April-June 24

£    27.04
SHHA 1908
Online 
HMRC       

PAYE 2024/25 Q1 


£  218.05
LGA 1972 s112
Online 
Village Hall       
Grant Payment 


£  691.80
LGA 1972 s111

10.3 Approve Accounts to be paid

Mr R Haynes 
Churchyard Mowing Expenses 


£  112.47
LGA 1972 s111
Village Hall

Room Hire – May & July 2024


£    35.00
LGA 1972 s133

10.4 Payments Received (July to September 2024)

Nat West 

Interest 


£      39.96

WAG


Allotment Rents 

£    150.00


Current Bank Balances (as of 31/08/2024): 
Current Account 
£ 12,156.78

Reserve Account 
£ 10,492.04  

11. 
PLANNING 

PLANNING APPLICATIONS GRANTED

The Parish Council noted the following planning permissions granted:
2024/2793/FULL - Proposed timber clad, single storey rear extension with bi-folding doors, Construction of a garden office room and repairs to existing stonework to form a covered outdoor eating area and kitchen garden – Langton House, Main Street, Whilton

2024/3352/FULL - Refurbishment of existing bungalow and construction of rear extension. Demolition of existing garage and replacement with new two-car garage – Ivy Bank (The Bungalow), Main Street, Whilton

Date of next Parish Council Meeting – Wednesday 13th November 2024 – 7:30pm
Meeting Closed: 8:31pm 
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