

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF WHILTON PARISH COUNCIL

 held at Whilton Village Hall on Wednesday 12th March 2025 – 7:30pm

Attendance: Parish Councillors – A Gilbert, M Hampson, A Lee, B Lewis, J Melling, R Smith (Chairman), 
P Bignell (WNC), Sue Porter (Clerk) and 2 members of the public  

1. OPENING PROCEDURES
1.1  ACCEPTANCE OF APOLOGIES – J Hanslip
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS – Personal or Prejudicial – A Gilbert – Allotments, A Gilbert & 
B Lewis – Village Hall


3. APPROVE MINUTES OF THE MEETING held on WEDNESDAY 8th JANUARY 2025 and EXTRAORDINARY MEETING held on THURSDAY 6th FEBRUARY 2025 – The minutes were approved by R Smith, seconded by J Melling as an accurate record of the meetings and these will be signed and dated by the Chairman.
4. 
PUBLIC TIME – Item 9.3 discussed.


5.
WEST NORTHAMPTONSHIRE UNITARY COUNCILLOR REPORT – Phil Bignell 
Budget – The Government recently released their settlement figure to WNC and it was £144k greater than the proposed budget so no adjustments necessary and increase remains at 4.99%. For Band D property that means £1,866.98 or £35.90/week. An increase of £88.73 for the year or £1.71/week.  No service reduction or use of general funds to balance the budget. Total savings over last five years as a Unitary have amounted to £115m.

Roads – Work on Sandy Lane commenced early February with a completion date sometime in May. This will see the completion of ‘the road to nowhere’!

Waste Recycling - Residents will soon be able to take their waste to recycling centres across West Northants 7 days a week offering a better service and value for money this spring. Starting from 1 April, West Northamptonshire Council (WNC) will enter a new contract with FCC Waste Services to manage all six recycling centres across the area. All centres will open seven days a week from 10am to 4pm from 1 April 2025. This new contract will ensure at least 95% of residual waste will be treated, significantly reducing the amount sent to landfill.
Phil thanked the PC for the past few years and the thanks were returned from the PC for all Phil’s hard work and efforts in helping Whilton parish, this has been very much appreciated.
6. THE SPINNEY 
6.1 Bridge Surfaces – The wire netting on the first bridge is lifting and is causing a trip hazard.  In the first instance this will be reported on Fix my Street by the Clerk.
There have been no working parties recently.  An Easter Egg Hunt is being planned in The Spinney and it was requested that an inspection is carried out the week before, The latest Risk Assessment will be circulated to all. 
7. VILLAGE HALL

7.1 Land Registration – Awaiting the Land Registry to finalise the paperwork.  The Solicitor has requested that this be in the name of the Parish Council.  
8. HIGHWAYS 

8.1 Part of Whilton Locks/Norton Road will be closed 7-9th April to allow Kier to complete carriageway
patching works – This will be circulated on the e-mail distribution list closer to the time.
8.2 Brington Lane – Carriageway repairs from 24th March – Road closure (off peak) for up to 5 days – The areas which are to be repaired is not the area reported by the PC.  There is a pump from the field which is sending this water onto the road, when it should ideally be diverted along a pipe into a gully further along.
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8.3 A5 Speed Limits – Long Buckby and Watford crossroads both have a 50mph speed limit on the A5.  The Chairman will contact Helen Howard (WNC Highways) to see if Highways England could assist with extending the 50mph speed limit to the Whilton crossroads (which is currently 60mph).
9.   BUSINESS
9.1 Parish Council Elections – 1st May 2025
 - The nomination papers are available to complete online with the deadline to apply being 2nd April.
9.2 New Defibrillators/Cabinets x 2 – The defibrillators and cabinets have been delivered and are waiting to be installed by an electrician.  A training session will then be arranged in the Village Hall.
9.3 St Andrew’s Church – The Church have a strategic plan for the future to try and avoid closure. There is a consultation going around the village to gauge parishioner’s views. There is currently no water available, toilet facilities or kitchen.  Stage one of the fundraising is to get a water supply into the Church, which is at an estimated cost of £10,000.  There is a meeting planned with the Diocese of Peterborough but this is a slow moving process.  It was asked that ownership possibilities of the Church are explored.
9.4 Parish Paths Warden Scheme – The Clerk will contact Richard Bunce to see if he wishes to continue with the role.
9.5 Allotment Rents – The annual rents for 2025 has been paid to the PC today.
9.6 Community Responders – Age UK Northamptonshire – Circulated the details on the e-mail distribution list.
9.7 Woodchip for the Parish – A minimum of 4 cubic meters of woodchip can be requested from WNC for the sum of £65.00.  This will then be delivered to Main Street and residents can help themselves.  All voted in favour.
9.8 Connecting Communities - Creating pathway for walkers, cyclists, mobility scooters between Whilton and Whilton Locks to access facilities – The Chairman will contact WNC Highways to see if there would be any chance of linking the Whilton Village to the Locks by the way of a pathway.
9.9 VAS updates - Data, Maintenance Contract & Report – B Lewis is collecting the data from the VAS units.  The extended warranty has been paid for the VAS units.  The Chairman, with the assistance of 
B Lewis, will write to Stuart Timmiss (WNC), Phil Larrett (WNC) and Stuart Andrew (MP) to highlight the speeding problems and volume of traffic through Whilton Locks.


10.   FINANCE
The following accounts were approved by all:
10.1 Income/Expenditure Update & Bank Reconciliation’s from January & February 2025

10.2 Approve Accounts paid (January 2025 to March 2025): 
Online

S Porter    
 
Clerk’s Salary Jan 25


£    324.08 
LGA 1972 s112

                

Clerk’s Expenses Jan 25

£      18.00
LGA 1972 s112
Online 

S Porter       

Clerk’s Salary Feb 25 

£    324.08
LGA 1972 s112




          

Clerk’s Expenses Feb 25

£      18.00
LGA 1972 s112

Online 

Anglian Water

Allotments Oct-Dec24


£      31.09
SHHA 1908

Online 

H Mockett

Tree & Hedge Maintenance

£ 1,100.00
SHHA 1908

Online

HMRC 

PAYE 2024/25 Q3


£    294.00
LGA 1972 s112

Online 

Mr R Smith

Website – Annual Renewal 

£    143.86
LGA 1972 s111

Online 

Wilson Browne
Land Registration – Village Hall
£ 3,018.60
LGA 1972 s111

Online 

Smith of Derby
Church Clock – Annual Service
£    434.40
PCA1957 s2

Online 

E-On


Street Light Repair


£    447.60
PCA1957 s2

Online 

Elan City

VAS x 2 Extended Warranty 

£    406.94
LGRA 1997 s30

Online 

Our Jay Foundation
Defibrillators/Cabinets x 2

£ 2,380.00  
LGA 1972 s111



10.3 Payments Received (January to March 2025)



Nat West 

Interest 



£      42.28



Village Hall

Soundproofing 


£ 2,268.13 
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Current Bank Balances (as of 28/02/2025): 
Current Account 
£   1,331.07

Reserve Account 
£ 18,326.68









11. PLANNING 

2025/0082/FULL - Re-establish an access to provide new drive access from Spotted Cow Lane, through the woodland to the east of Spotted Cow Lane - Four Square Farm, Spotted Cow Lane, Whilton 
No Objections 
Date of next Parish Council Meeting – Wednesday 14th May 2025 – 7:30pm
Date of Annual Parish Meeting – Wednesday 14th May 2025 – 6:30pm 
Meeting Closed: 8:49pm
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