

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF WHILTON PARISH COUNCIL

 held at Whilton Village Hall on Wednesday 8th January 2025 – 7:30pm

Attendance: Parish Councillors – A Gilbert, M Hampson, A Lee, B Lewis, J Melling, 
R Smith (Chairman), P Bignell (WNC) and Sue Porter (Clerk) 

1. OPENING PROCEDURES
1.1  ACCEPTANCE OF APOLOGIES – J Hanslip
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS – Allotments (J Melling and A Gilbert) – Personal & Prejudicial, Village Hall (B Lewis & A Gilbert) – Personal & Prejudicial 


3. APPROVE MINUTES OF THE MEETING held on WEDNESDAY 13th NOVEMBER 2024 and EXTRAORDINARY MEETING held on THURSDAY 28th NOVEMBER 2024 – The minutes were approved by R Smith, seconded by M Hampson and all voted in favour that these are an accurate record of the meetings and will be signed and dated by the Chairman.
4. 
PUBLIC TIME – Nil 


5. WEST NORTHAMPTONSHIRE UNITARY COUNCILLOR REPORT – Phil Bignell – 
A special meeting has been called at WNC for 9th January 2025 to discuss the plan to combine 
6 local authorities, and have a Regional Mayor elected from May 2026.  Expressions of interest need to be confirmed for the plans, of which Northamptonshire has around a 40% involvement.  A visit from Highways has been arranged to view and assess the ongoing running water issue along Brington Lane.  
6. THE SPINNEY – There have been two shooting parties arranged through The Spinney recently and parishioners have been notified on the e-mail circulation list.  No working parties have been held.
7. VILLAGE HALL 
7.1 Land Registration – The land registration paperwork has been completed by the Solicitor and sent to the Land Registry. The PC retains legal ownership, with the Village Hall Trustees having beneficial ownership. This is causing some confusion with the LR Team, and the Solicitor will discuss the details further with them. The invoice has been received for the works to the sum of £3,018.  This has been approved for payment once the works have been completed.
7.2 Soundproofing – The works have been completed in the Village Hall, with some minor amendments required.  The final invoice has been approved for payment, and the Clerk will now invoice the VH for 50% of the costs.
8. HIGHWAYS 
8.1 Brington Lane – There have been some pothole repairs along Brington Lane.  The Chairman will contact Helen Howard (WNC Highways) to discuss this matter further.
8.2 Speed Camera Warning Signs – It was suggested by the Chairman that some of these are placed in Whilton Locks.  B Lewis will contact Matt Mumford again to explore the possibility of the mobile speed enforcement van visiting Whilton Locks. 

8.3 Litter Pick – A litter pick will be arranged for the end of February, and a message sent out on the e-mail circulation list.  This will include both the Village and Whilton Locks.
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9.   BUSINESS
9.1 Allotments - Tree & Hedge Maintenance – The tree surgeon will be undertaking the maintenance works on 13th/14th January 2025.
9.2 Whilton Locks – Speed Camera Signs – As discussed under Highways.
9.3 Defibrillators – The defibrillator batteries are due to expire on 3rd April 2025, this type are now discontinued, however will remain available until around 2028.  J Melling has obtained quotes from the Defib Store for two new defibrillators and cabinets for the sum of around £1400 each.  M Hampson will make contact with the Our Jay charity for costings.  The sum of £2,800 has been approved by the PC.  Contact will be made with the companies in Whilton Locks, and B Lewis will visit the business owners with some information and a letter from the Chairman to request a donation if possible towards the units.  
9.4 Whilton Village Noticeboard – Angela Evans has offered to tidy up and paint the backing of the noticeboard.  All voted in favour.
9.5 Grand Union Canal – Conservation Area Consultation (Update) – A Gilbert attended the online presentation, and advised a consultation document is coming in 2025.  The Conservation Area offers protection to the street scene and local environment.
9.6 Letter from Buckby Library & Hub – Details of the porch improvements along with other projects and past/planned events were noted by the PC.
9.7 South View – Street Light – The replacement lantern has been ordered from E-On for the sum of £373.00 plus VAT.  Another street light has also been reported as failed adjacent to the faulty one. This will be checked with the lamp number sent to the Clerk for attention.
9.8 Wildflower Boards – It was approved by all that some “bee friendly – no mowing” signs be ordered by J Melling for the areas outside South View and on the Manor Lane/Brington Lane triangle. 
9.9 Budget Planning for 2025/26 – The budget figures were circulated to all councillors and discussed at the meeting. A grant for the Village Hall running costs will be added this year. A presentation/cost analysis from the Church for improvements and maintenance to both the ladder and clock will not be discussed until the March meeting.  It was agreed that £2,000 be granted to the Village Hall for their annual running costs, and the projects and maintenance allocation be £4,225.00.  It was approved by all that an increase of 10% is required for 2025/26. 
9.10 Agree Precept Figure for 2025/26 – It was proposed by R Smith, seconded by M Hampson and all voted in favour that Whilton Parish Council do precept upon West Northants Council the total sum of £18,905 for 2025/26.  This will be payable in two instalments, April and September 2025.
10.   FINANCE
The following accounts were approved by R Smith, seconded by M Hampson and all voted in favour:
10.1 Income/Expenditure Update & Bank Reconciliation’s from November & December 2024

10.2 Accounts paid (November 2024 to January 2025):
Online

S Porter    
 
Clerk’s Salary Nov 24

£    324.08 
LGA 1972 s112

                


Clerk’s Expenses Nov 24

£      18.00
LGA 1972 s112
Online 
S Porter       

Clerk’s Salary Dec 24 

£    324.08
LGA 1972 s112



          

Clerk’s Expenses Dec 24

£      18.00
LGA 1972 s112
Online 
N Power

Street Lighting – July 23

£    106.20
PCA1957 s3 
Online 
Resonics

Village Hall Soundproofing

£ 2,721.74 
LGA1972 s111 

Online 
Steers Printing
Newsletter – March 22

£    165.00
LGA1972 s111

Online 
Village Hall

Hall Hire – Sept-Nov 24

£      35.00
LGA1972 s111
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10.3 Accounts to be paid

Online 
N Power

Street Lighting 


£    416.78
PCA1957 s3 

Online 
Resonics

Village Hall Soundproofing

£ 2,721.76
LGA1972 s111

10.4 Payments Received (November 2024 to January 2025)



Nat West 

Interest 



£     41.31   



WNC


Litter Picking Grant 


£   214.00   


Current Bank Balances (as of 31/12/2024): 
Current Account 
£  4,454.59
Reserve Account 
£18,284.40   

Date of next Parish Council Meeting – Wednesday 12th March 2025 – 7:30pm


Meeting Closed: 9:16pm 
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