

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF WHILTON PARISH COUNCIL

 held at Whilton Village Hall on Wednesday 10th July 2024 – 7:30pm

Attendance: Parish Councillors – A Gilbert, M Hampson, A Lee, B Lewis, J Melling, R Smith (Chairman), Sue Porter (Clerk) and 2 members of the public.

1.  OPENING PROCEDURES
1.1 ACCEPTANCE OF APOLOGIES – J Hanslip 
2.
DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS – Personal or Prejudicial – Nil 


3. APPROVE MINUTES OF THE MEETING held on WEDNESDAY 8th MAY 2024 were amended to read Item 9.8 “In future, the budget will include a heading for the Village Hall for their annual running costs”. The minutes were then approved by all as an accurate record of the meeting, and will be signed and dated by the Chairman.
4. 
PUBLIC TIME – Nil 


5. WEST NORTHAMPTONSHIRE UNITARY COUNCILLOR REPORT – No report received.
6. THE SPINNEY – No update to report.
7. VILLAGE HALL – The latest update was circulated by e-mail from A Gilbert. The Solicitor has been instructed to proceed with the access rights to the Village Hall, after positive talks with the Clements family, who have offered to gift the land.  A new set of plans are to be drawn up and then the land registration for the Village Hall can take place.  A request to pay the surveyor £760 was requested, it was proposed by R Smith that this be paid, seconded by J Melling and all voted in favour.   
8. HIGHWAYS 
8.1 Appoint Highways Representative(s) – J Hanslip will cover Whilton Village with B Lewis looking after Whilton Locks.  B Lewis circulated the latest update on the Fix my Street issues raised.
9.   BUSINESS
9.1 Allotments - Tree & Hedge Maintenance - Quotes will be sought for this work to be undertaken in the Autumn, after being let down by the original contractor assigned to job last autumn/winter.
9.2 Whilton Locks - Notice Board – B Lewis has obtained some quotes and suitable designs to replace the noticeboard at Whilton Locks.  A budget of £400 was approved by all to spend. Discussions will be held with the owner of the building.  A4 snap frames, in suitable locations in the Locks, will also be used to promote events.
9.3 Improvements to Signs/Benches – All the works have now been completed, including the installation of the new bench on the Green.  Payment of £295.00 will be paid to Paul Boor, all in approval.
9.4 Second Solar Powered VAS opposite Spotted Cow Lane, Whilton Locks – B Lewis has circulated on e-mail the latest speed and volume figures following the installation of this additional VAS.  The next stage is to discuss any additional traffic calming measures which can be undertaken to try and deter drivers using the route as a ‘rat run’.  The Clerk will arrange a meeting with Helen Howard (WNC Highways) and B Lewis. Discuss further in September.
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9.5 Kier – Tree Planting Project (Pocket Woodlands) – R Smith will have a discussion with the Whilton Garden Centre about this scheme.
9.6 Adopt new Financial Regulations – 2024 – It was approved by all that these are adopted and they will be uploaded to the website.
9.7 Thank you letter from Buckby Library & Hub for the £250 donation – Noted.
9.8 Roadside Kerbs within the Village – It has been noted that some weed clearance has been undertaken. Continue to monitor.
9.9 Daventry Neighbourhood Police – Beat Bus & Community Surgery – Thursday 11th July 10:30-11:30am – Informed residents on the website and via the e-mail distribution list.
9.10 Street Light Maintenance Contract (E-On) – The PC are awaiting a quote due to holidays.  Discuss in September.
10.   FINANCE
The following accounts were approved to be paid by all: 
10.1 Income/Expenditure Update & Bank Reconciliation’s from May & June 2024

10.2 Accounts paid (May to July 2024):
Online

S Porter    
 
Clerk’s Salary May 24

£     290.10
LGA 1972 s112

                


Clerk’s Expenses May 24

£       18.00
LGA 1972 s112
Online 
S Porter       

Clerk’s Salary June 24 

£     290.10
LGA 1972 s112



          

Clerk’s Expenses June 24

£       18.00
LGA 1972 s112
Online 
R Smith       

APM Expenses May 24

£       19.35
LGA 1972 s111
Online 
NCALC       

Membership/Internal Audit

£     535.50
LGA 1972 s111

Online 
Buckby Library        Grant Donation 2024-25 

£     250.00
LGA 1972 s111
Online 
Paul Boor       
Village Maintenance

£     795.00
LGA 1972 s111
10.3 Accounts to be paid

Glasdon
Village Green - Bench 

£ 573.02

Paul Boor
Fingerpost Sign Maintenance
£ 295.00

WNC Norse
Dog Waste Bin – Manor Lane 
£ 402.96

N Power
Street Lighting April-June 2024
£ 336.84  


10.4 Payments Received (May to July 2024)

Nat West 

Interest 


£      33.35

HMRC 

VAT Return 2023-24
£ 4,002.69 

Current Bank Balances (as of 30/06/2024): 
Current Account 
£ 12,156.78
Reserve Account 
£ 10,492.04  

11. 
PLANNING 

2024/2793/FULL - Proposed timber clad, single storey rear extension with bi-folding doors, Construction of a garden office room and repairs to existing stonework to form a covered outdoor eating area and kitchen garden – Langton House, Main Street, Whilton
No Objections  
Date of next Parish Council Meeting – Wednesday 11th September 2024 – 7:30pm
Meeting Closed: 8:06pm
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