
Personal Music  and the 
Digital Age

Using Digital Devices for Music Playback 
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has charms to soothe a savage breast," is the first line spoken by 
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Congreve in 1697. The statement itself is quite correct. Music soothes.

First introduced to each of us in the womb as the drumbeat of the 
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reassuring, soothing or stirring effect on us.  Early man beat sticks 

against larger sticks, then matured into beating drums, blowing into 

hollow sticks, which the Australian aborigine descendants still do.  This 

eventually migrated into wind, string and other instruments.  We take 

music for granted today, and its effect is still stimulating or relaxing, 

sometimes even hypnotic.  It can soothe after a disturbing event, or 

with directed drumbeats, it can stimulate us, even lead us into battle.  I 

choose the former use. Personal note: Not so sure about rap.



Music has been used for both.  I have always used music to relax and 

comfort me, used it to destress and even had it used on me by an 

enemy as an adjunct to radio propaganda during my combat tour in 

Korea, notably by the then infamous Seoul City Sue of North Korea, a 

former !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊȅΣ ό!ƴƴŀ ²ŀƭƭƛǎ {ǳƘύΩ Note1.

Radio Pyongyang would play popular and classical music then Sue 

would talk, trying to create dissent among the GIs,                         see 

Note 2. Many GIs had radios when off the line and

would listen to Radio Pyongyang for the comforting                                                 

American music whenever their situation  allowed.                                  

On one R&R to Japan I purchased and brought back a Grundig Majestic 

radio to plug in to rudimentary electric line in my tent. I and my tent 

mates loved the music and laughed at the comic propaganda.



Between music selections on Radio 
Pyongyang, Seoul City Sue 
propagandized that combatants wives' 
cheated on them while they were 
fighting the war, and often mentioned 
the names of fighting men specifying 
their recent activity in combat and 
then make threats of reprisal. The men 
that heard these threats just laughed it 
off.  It was a compliment rather than a 
scare in their role in the war. 
Several GIs and I were listening to Radio Pyongyang once when my full name 
and my most recent actions and those of a buddy were mentioned by Sue in a 
threat of reprisal, so  I knew we and the others named were having a 
damaging effect on the enemy. That was music of a different sort to my ears.



Access to music, due to musicians having to be paid or owned, 

was once limited to the wealthy for their enjoyment, or by the 

rulers/leaders for drum corps or bands to lead men to war or for 

parades to entertain and placate the populace.  Today, we have 

personal access to paid public events, or from playback devices or 

radios.  First the 78 RPM vinyl records and phonographs came 

along, then tape recorders with the Sony Walkman type portable 

players, an analog approach. Then music CDs and players came 

along, a more durable medium. Presently we  have digital devices 

like the Apple IPods, IPads, and of course computers as sources of 

recorded music.  With some manipulation, even Android tablets 

can become music players.



The plan today is to demonstrate some 

of the methods for moving music from 

CDs to the computer and using the 

computer to move it to portable devices.  

The methods work for all versions of 

Windows from Windows 95 through 

Windows 10, although the latest 

versions work best. 



Why use the computer?  

For storage, archiving playing the music, and 

especially for installing on compatible small 

portable devices and nowadays for archival 
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etc.)

Portable digital devices include: 

The Apple IPod, IPad, and IPhone.  

Some non-Apple devices may be 

used as well. 



We can take the music selections we have on non-Apple 

devices such as CDs and save them to the computer with the 

default  Windows app or ITunes. Music once on the computer 

can be copied to all your devices, notebook, IPod, IPad, IPhone 

for free. One caveat.   If the computer crashes, and you lose 

all the music stored on the hard drive, it can not be easily 

moved back to the computer from Apple devices. However 

there is software available that will accomplish that. One link 

can be found at Note 4. Music quality is determined by the 

user when copying from CDs.  Better quality uses more disk 

space but the default quality when copying using Windows or 

ITunes is excellent. 



There are 2 ways to put music from a CD 
onto your computer system. The first is the 
Windows native installation 
if the computer does not 
have ITunes.  
When a CD is inserted 
this is what you see on
The desktop:



Click on it, 
and it gives 
you this 
choice in 
Windows.  
Choose Play 
Audio CD.



If this is the 
firs time you 
tried to load a 
CD or other 
music device, 
you will likely 
be welcomed 
by  Media 
Player.  

Choose theecommendedSetting, 


