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Parents: Thisig just a packet for your information
regarding the skills your child will be tested on for
the Reading S.0.L. test. The best preparationic to
read, read, read and have conversations with
questions related to these kills. Students should

be able to go back to the text and find clueg to help
answer the questions.
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Text Dependent Questions for Independent Readin

Fiction Texts

e Choose a sentence that describes a character, setting,
or action in an interesting way. Why did the author
choose to use those particular words to tell the story?
Which words in the sentence are the most important and why?

 What patterns do you notice in the story? Cite at least three pieces
of evidence to support this.

S J

story. Find one or two sentences in the text that show this important idea.

« After reading a chapter, tell about the most important idea from the

* How does the author use dialogue to tell the reader what is happening? Give an example from

the text.

= If you don‘t know what is going to happen next, make a prediction. Give at least one piece of
evidence from the text about why you predict that.

* What s the tone of the book? (Is it serious, funny, magical, sad?) Find at least two phrases or
sentences that make the reader feel this way.

» What lesson is the author trying to teach the reader? How do you know? What in the book tells
you that? '

* What details in the text describe one of the characters for you?

e Is there a point in the story where things make a big change? What is it?

Nonﬁctlon Texts |

 How do the pictures in your text help you understand what you are reading? Give an example.

« How do the captions in your text help you understand what you are reading? Give an example

|
« Pick a diagram, chart, or graph in your book. What is it trying to teach you? What conclusions ’

can you draw fromit?
4 « Is there a glossary in the back of the book? What word can you find that you didn’t know

before? Why is that word important to understanding the book? f

Find worksheets, games, lessons & more at education.com/resources
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(Source, in part: Connecting
Reading & Writing Through
Authors Craft,

The Reading Teacher, Rickards &
Hawes, Dec, 2006)

FICTION - CHARACTER ANALYSIS

e What do you know about (character)? What words does the
author use to show you?

e What are (character’s) strengths? Weaknesses? What
words and phrases does the author use for each?

e How does the main character treat other characters? What
evidence does the author include?

e How does the main character change throughout the story?
What evidence does the author include?

e How does the author show each character’s feelings?

FICTION ELEMENTS AND STRUCTURES

o How does the author help you learn about the setting (time,
place, season)? What do you learn from the text? From the
illustrations?

o How does the character react to the setting? How do you
know?

o How does the setting change through the story? How do
you know?

e How does the dialogue help you understand the interaction
between characters?

FICTION ELEMENTS AND STRUCTURES

e An author usually does some research to help him/her write
the text. What evidence of research do you find in this text?
e Can you tell if the story describes a particular culture? How
do you know? Would the story be different if set in a
different culture/setting?
e How does the sequence of events develop the story?
e Describe the major events of ___, in order.

GENERAL QUESTION PROMPTS

e How do you know?
e  Explain your thinking.
What is the evidence?

.
o What is the author’s purpose? How do you know?

e What is the author’s point of view? How do you know?
e The phrase ___means ___.

o Ithink the author means ___ when he/she says .

e _  isanexampleof .

GENERAL QUESTION PROMPTS

What does the author want us to know about ___?

What is the author’s message to his/her readers?

What ideas in the text support/validate ___?

What do you learn from the illustrations?

What do we know from the title and cover?

What context clues tell you what (word) means?

What do you notice about the author’s use of punctuation?
e What does___mean? How do you know?

NONFICTION TEXT FEATURES

e What new information did you learn from the captions?

e Why did the author use (specific text feature) on this page?

o How does the author use ___ (table of contents, index,
glossary, labeled diagram, heading, bold/underlined/
italicized words) to help you gain information?

e What text structure(s) does this author use (question/
answer, problem/solution, description, cause/effect,
sequence, compare/contrast)? Why was this a good choice?

NONFICTION

o What did you learn after reading this___ (sentence,
paragraph, passage, page)?

e What is the most important point in this___ (paragraph,
passage, page, piece)? How do you know?

e What supporting details does the author include to help you
learn about ___ ?

*  What does the author think about ___?



WORD ANALYSIS ]

3.4 The student will expand vocabulary when reading.

a) Use knowledge of homophones. ) R—
b) Use knowledge of roots, affixes, synonyms, and antonyms to determine the meaning 3

C) Apply meaning clues, language structure, and phonetic strategies.

d) Use context to clarify meaning of unfamiliar words. o . . texts

&) Discuss meanings of words and develop vocabulary by listening and reading a variety of texs.
f) Use vocabulary from other content areaqs.

WNONYMS: words that have the same or similar meanings

cold
freezing

ANTONYMS: words that have opposite meanings
~>Z e
25

, Z v ‘
[ « < Josleep 700 » happy ggsltqrf
@ /Owake &7 sad finish

HOMOPHONES: words that are pronounced the same and have
ss of their spelling)

HOMOPHONE‘ ANTONYMS ’ SYNONYMS

&) AN,

ROOT WORD: the main part of @ word

« | The root word determines what the word means. Affixes can be added
8 to aroot word to change the meaning slightly.
& uncomfortable
disrespectful

AFFIX: letters added onto a root word to change the meaning
0
£ PREFIX SUFFIX
< | added to the beginning of a word added to the end of a word

uncomfortable uncomfortable

& | CONTEXT CLUES: clues in the text to help you understand an unknown
=
d word 2 example type: When my dog ran away, |
& | 1vPES OF CONTEXT CLUES GIZY. N was full of woe.
= W ‘;6‘, synonym type: When my dog ran away, |
5 € I anfonym 0N was so upset and full of woe.
O| exampie i terence




' REFERENCE MATERIAL

3.4 The student will expand vocabulary when reading.

g) Use word referepce resources including the glossary, dictionary, and thesaurus. :

3.10 The student will demonstrate comprehension of information resources to research a topic and
complete aresearch product.

DICTIONARY: a book of definitions

% | (word meanings) s
< | -The words are organized in alphabetical - g A
5 order. i .
i= | -There are guides words at the top of every e (EEN
3 | page. ' S

-The guide words show the first and last "

word on the page.

THESAURUS: a book of synonyms SYNONYMS FOR SMART
v | -The words are organized in alphabetical
E order. . agile quick genius
?( -A fhesourus can .be used to help with word o e Kao
@ choice when writing. boid o knowing
t brainy shrewd pointed

bright slick ready
< ENCYCLOPEDIA: a bqok of mformohor) Baseball
A | -The words are organized in alphabetical
w d 1 is the American
o | oraer. . sport. The gome is
O [ -Each letter typically has it's own book. %ith o wooden bat ?ud
. by Two tecams 0

Q| -There are guides words at the top of Sl
O | every page.
7
w

ATLAS: a book of maps
-The table of contents and index can help
you locate specific maps in the book.

(%2}
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- -You can use an online search engine to Wikt shoud dogs pat?

O | help you find information online. o1 et pSrait e SiT s ahiouk a4k 10 60
% | -Using keywords in the search engine will

& | increase theicccurocy of the information 5 T ..
% you are looking for. <idogs-cat 3521ZBOTE5505

= | -Reading the short preview of the link — e -

& | before clicking on it Can 1ell YOU if it NGs  SER ity vurse e v v 0% .1y

arway cermi. /ity -Dogs-Eat-Grass-and-How-o-Praventll

the information you need.




COMPREHENSION

3.5 The student will read and demonstrate comprehension of fictional texts, literary nonfiction, and
poetry.

d) Compare and contrast settings, characters, and plot events. L

3.6 The student will continue to read and demonstrate comprehension of nonfiction texts.

a) Identify the author’s purpose.

Authors write for a purpose. The 4 main reasons authors write are P.L.E.E.:

PERSUADE INFORM
convince the reader to give the reader
do something information

w

w

O

a.

[2'4

o

o

w

o

g ENTERTAIN EXPLAIN
?( bring enjoyment to the give steps or directions for

reader a process

COMPARE: how things are the same

= | CONTRAST: how things are different Swimmin Both Gymnastics
7 g

[ -in the water | -men and -uneven bars
Z goggles women -dffferent

8 -swimsuit -in the events for
o3 -eat bones -litter box -swim cap Olympics men &

L -barks -purrs -need to be women

% -digs holes -whiskers ~don’t go on athletic ~could fall

o >

=

O

O

s
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' COMPREHENSION

3.5 The student will read and demonsirat
poetry.

a) Set apurpose for reading.

b) f) Identify the narrator of o story.

j) Identify the theme.

€ comprehension of fictional texts, literary nonfiction, and

NARRATOR: a narrator is the person telling the story
The point of view is the view from which the story is told.
The main types of point of view are:
15" Person: a character from the story is the narrator (uses “I" or “we")
27 Person: the narrator speaks directly to you (uses "“you” or "your”)
3 Person: the narrator is NOT a character in the story (uses “he" or “she”)

NARRATOR

SETTING CHARACTERS PLOT
the time and place of a story,  the people, animals, or the events that
the setting can change things in the story occurin the story

throughout the story =
BediNNiNg
v
[ MiddLe |

LV

ELEMENTS OF FICTION

CONFLICT RESOLUTION S
the struggle or the solution to the
problem that arises struggle or the problem &

THEME: The message, or lesson, that the author wants you fo learn from the story.

w Whenyou're trying to find the theme, ask yourself:
R U What did the characters learn?
U How did the character grow or change?

Q0 Why did the characters act this way?

THEME

. Common Theme Topics:

Y Q Courage Q Friendship Q Acceptance
0 Kindness Q Hard work Q Peace

\ 0 Being yourself O Jeok_;usy Q Achnevgmem‘ J
AR/  QOFacing fears QO Family QNever givingup &8

J i et



COMPREHENSION

3.5 The student will read and demonstrate comprehension of fictional texis, literary nonfiction, and poetry.
€) Make, confirm, or revise predictions.

h) Draw conclusions using the text for support.

I) Differentiate between fiction and nonfiction. o

3.6 The student will continue to read and demonstrate comprehension of nonfiction texts.

b) Use prior and background knowledge as context for new learning.

e) Draw conclusions, using the text for support.

MAKING PREDICTIONS: o guess about what will happen in the text based on clues,
pictures, and what you have already read
2 g Forexample: If this were on the cover of the book, you
\\;O BE="  might predict that the story is about a girl and her new

\\ og.

/gj? N\ Readers can revise or confirm their predictions as

/ BT ,_/«\ they read. When you revise your prediction, it
// y, (?\\”\j——o&g‘.\ means that what you predicted did not happen

"2 N\ ¥ and you can now make a better guess based on

“g".—i\——\‘} ’ what you've read. When you confirm your

prediction, that means what you predicted was
correct.

MAKING PREDICTIONS

=

DRAWING CONCLUSIONS (Making Inferences

): combining what Yyou know (schema)
with what the text says (evidence) to go beyond

what the author says (inference)

Jason sat on the front porch by himself. He wanted to be

alone. He kicked around
some dirt with his shoes as teq T

rs began to well up in his eyes. ¥y
EVIDENCE: he wanted to be alone, he had tears in his eyes

SCHEMA: people usually cry and want to be alone when
they are sad

CONCLUSION/INFERENCE: Jason must be sad.

*NOTE: The author didn't say Jason was sad, but we can make that inference based on the text and out
schema. .

DRAWING CONCLUSIONS

FICTION
text with made up characters and
events

NONFICTION
-text with real characters and events
-text that gives facts and information

FICTION VS. NONFICTION




MPREHENSION

3.5The stuc_ient Wil read g
e) Summarize plot events,
3.6 The student wil| Continue to
f) Summarize informoiion found ji icti

i [denf_ify he o el nd in nonfiction texts.
h) Identify Supporting detqjls.

" icti try.
nd demonstrate comprehension of fictional texts, literary nonfiction, and poetry

€ad and demonstrate comprehension of nonfiction fexts.

’I\)AEATK\JILI'DEA: what t_h_e text is mostly about
- More specific information about the main idea .
i\ Detail pasiiel
Main Idea B
they can
Working dogs are very they can weigh from
helpful to humans, stand up to o 350 to 800
< i 8 feet tall Main Idea pounds
é BT ‘:‘g} A.‘qu anz(y bears
= ¥ \ v Detall eyl il
Detail Detail Detail
” they are they can eat
guide dogs search dogs military also known 90 pounds
lead people help find dogs help asthe 4 offood a
who are lost people detect “Brown day
blind danger in Bear”
war zones
SUMMARY: a short description of the text using your own words
5 Finger Retell: NONFICTION 5 Finger Retell: FICTION SWBS: FICTION
Somebody
A Wanted
3 But
) So
3 3
% Cinderella (the somebody)
< somebody
> wanted to go to the ball,
2 but her stepmother made
=)
2 her clean the whole
house, so her animal
friends helped her.




COMPREHENSION

3.5 The student will read and demonstrate comprehension of fictional texts, literary nonfiction, and poetry.
b) Make connections between reading selections.
i) Identify the conflict and resolution.

CAUSE: the reason something happens
EFFECT: the result of what happened
5 cause effect
i | Joselyn got an A on her :
W test after she stayed up studied dll highT sy gotan A
. all night studying.
(%]
=
S
Nolan fell down and his
knee started bleeding. fell down li" Scmped khee
Making connections 1o a text helps the reader better understand and be able to
recall events,
TEXT TO SELF TEXT TO TEXT TEXT TO WORLD
- This reminds me of This reminds me of This reminds me of
z something that something else I've something that happened
(,:3 happened in my life in the real world
8
pd
z
o]
O (R
O]
Z|¥
M
<
=
M ]
by
— | CONFLICT: the thing that goes wrong in a story
O | RESOLUTION: how the problem is solved
§ conflict resolution
O| Isaiah moves to town
i | and is bullied by another |  Isigh is bullied by Isaiah stands up for
student until he stands ;
imself.
:"j s For Hikrscl another student. I' | h
Z | Bryan lied to his mom ] .
(Z) and snuck out of the Bryan lied and snuck His mom caught him
O | house, when she caught out of the house. r" and he apologized.
him, he apologized.



3.5 The student will reaq and d
poetry.
g E.Tfiri?n;ieibeiween fiction and nonfiction
g udent wij i .
will continue to read and demonstrate comprehension of nonfiction fexts.

GENRE

lemonstrate comprehension of fictional texts, literary nonfiction. and

FOLKTALES HBte "o GTHER TYPES OF FICTION

Q fairy tales Fooguume ! Q mystery

Q fables = Q fantasy

O tall tales O historical fiction
—~ | Qlegends Q realistic fiction
O | Q myths O science fiction
0 S
5 Fiction texts are:

Q fake
O made-up
4\ O fantasy

Nonfiction texts: FUNCTIONAL TEXTS

Q are real STEP Ki?& (real world texts)
% Q have facts Boyin- QO menu
= | O EXAMPLES: 4 Q flier
g Q articles ; Q recipe
z 0O textbooks | fe:
g Q biographies =

Q almanacs
O books about nature £

—~ | LITERARY NONFICTION:
g 0O shares accurate information
O | O tells the story of real people, places, and events
Z | O a type of narrative text
g 0 uses story elements and language
>0 EXAMPLE: autobiographies(a story about a
| person’s life wiitten by that person)
iU [ O EXAMPLE: biographies (a story about a person’s

life)

ROSES
Roses are red,
Violets are blue. <€———sstanza: a group of lines in a poem
&) Youlove me,
i and | love you too. rhyming words: many poems (not all) use

words that sound the same to create rhyme

; Roses are red,
Violets are blue. Poets use descriptive language and figurative

Ducks say, “Quack”, language to express themselves in poetry.
and cows say, “Moo".




QAR

3.5 The student will read and demonsirate comprehension of fictional texts, literary nonfiction, and
poetry.

g) Ask and answer questions about what is read. ) -

3.6 The student will continue to read and demonstrate comprehension of nonfiction texts.

d) Ask and answer questions about what is read, using the text for support.

QAR stands for question-answer relationship. This strategy is not a part of the VA

curriculum, it is just an effective method of teaching students the VA curriculum
(specifically standards 3.5f and 3.6d).

The answers to RIGHT THERE questions are typically found within a single sentence.
" The text explicitly gives an answer to this type of question.
i Who? Name...
= What? List...
2 When? How many...

Where?2 What is...

- | The answers to THINK AND SEARCH questions can be found in the text, but are
O | typically in more than one sentence. Students will need to look through the entire
g text to find the places where the answer is located.
= What happened before?
Z What happened aftere
% How would you describe?
= Compoare...

The answers to AUTHOR AND ME qQuestions can not be found in the text. Students
%—' must use their schema and the text to make an inference and figure out the

answer.
2 i Why did the main character.
x What is the main ideg?
= Predict what will happen nex...
< What could be another fitle?

The answers to ON MY OWN questions can not be found in the text. Students need
L to use their schema (prior knowledge) 16 answer these types of questions.
3 How would you feel if...
s Why do you think...
5 What is your opinion about...

What do you do when...




NONFICTION TEXT FEATURES

TEXT FEATURES

The student will continue to read and demonsirate comprehension of nonfiction texts.

geine. .
¢) Preview and use text features, including table of contents, headings, pictures, captions, maps,
indices. and charts.

Photograph
a picture thic ¢
%g\etkﬁq Iodfe?mgve;mvg_

Caption
words that describe a photograph

S

oe 2

Tl =W .
Dolphins are intelligent ocean animals.

Gra
a Visugl way of showing two or
more 2ets of da

Map

avisudl did that shows {?w
where something iz located

Table & Chart

an organized way to display
data
FAvOPe | airs | sovs
ChOCOItE ChiP 7: q
sugar 5 2
oo+Mmeal 3 1
RO :

Diagram

alabeled drawing or photegraph

Tail Ears

Table of

~ Contents
aliet of chapter page rumbers
at the beginning o% a book

I Ab 4
Caprer AE_Tid€r

abitat ...
Chapter 2: Diet ._ Page

Index

back of the book

ALL ABOUT SPIDERS
Arachnids..2
Bites..5
Body Parts..6
Diet..8 ~
Polsonous...9
Types..12
Webs..l16  ~

list of topics in the book, |
m%eﬁc-n o;ﬁc order at the

Heading
aword or phrase that tele
what the passdge below it wil
be apout

Body Pﬂr"n J———

- tods
s cpantsba€ B EOLD L

Glossai?y

| aligt of words and their definitions

located at the end of the text

accumulation: ocoss ! precipitatien on the Ear
(pucdes, rivess, koies, ocecrs, etc.]

‘condensation: water vapor forming cloud in e sy

oporation: g wor
tresky

precipitation: woler ¢ ing rom the sky in the form cf rcin,
seet, o snow -




