
JOBS: A REALITY CHECK 
 

1) In 2018 Highland Copper projected 250 mining jobs at Copperwood; now they're saying 380— where did all 
those new jobs come from? 
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2) It's easy to tweak a model for a non-existent mine and arrive at more flattering outcomes, but what does 

reality suggest? Eagle Mine in Marquette County also projected around 250 mining jobs while they were 
making the pitch, but now it seems they employ fewer than 100. Might Copperwood follow the same pattern 

of over-promise and under-deliver? 
 

EAGLE MINE PROJECTIONS IN 2011 

 
 

EAGLE MINE TODAY 

 
 

3) Eagle Mine arrives at a higher number of around 400 employees by including non-mining jobs at Humbolt 
Mill. But Highland Copper will be exporting copper for processing, so many of the best-paying jobs won't go 

to Michiganders or even Americans: 

 
From HC's 2023 Feasibility Study 

 

Should Michigan be the principle financier for this enterprise when so much of the 
job creation will take place abroad? 


