
Copperwood's designs may be dangerously negligent 
 
1) The 323-acre Tailings Disposal Facility, storing 30+ million tons of mine waste, will be erected at the 
juncture of streams which have been rerouted into unstable and unnatural angles; these streams may swell 
significantly during spring snowmelt and lead to unexpected erosion. 

 
 
2) Copperwood's infrastructure, including sewage lagoon and the Tailings Disposal Facility, are only designed 
to anticipate a one hundred year storm event, despite the fact that there have been two one thousand year 
storm events in the immediate area in just the last decade. 
 
1-in-1000 year storm events: 

2016 2018 

 

 

 

 

 
Highland Copper's response from the 2018 public comments session: 

 
 
To assume that just because the mine will only run for 10-14 years they needn't plan for larger storms, despite 
documented examples of two 1-in-1000 year storm, is the definition of a GAMBLE. 

 



When you combine this 

 
 

with this 

 
 

it's hard not to reach the conclusion that there is the very real potential for a 
catastrophic contamination of Lake Superior, less than two miles downstream. 


