-4-

Sin Is A Corruption Of God’s Truth
God’s nature is such that He cannot dwell with anyone that holds on to false truth.

True goodness cannot dwell with corruption, as it will ultimately be destroyed, &
which is why Adam and Eve were cast out of the garden. lnls rle S
“And this is the message we have heard from Him and announce to you,
that God is light, and in Him there is no darkness at all” (1 John 1:5) Equnpplng the Church for the Work of M"“Stry

The Bible tells us that at some point all that is corrupt and evil will eventually be

cast into a lake of fire for destruction (Rev 20:14-15). =
God Longs To Dwell With Us In Eternity ’ What It Means To Be XX

Yet God still longs to dwell with us because we were created to be in relationship =
with Him. This was a problem for God, because the only way God can dwell with &
Man is to deal with man’s corruption - his sin. Sin can simply be defined as ; -
rejecting God’s truth. Man’s sinful nature needs to be transformed so that God = ‘g
can dwell eternally with him. We call this transformation being Born Again. . j '

This is something we cannot do for ourselves. We need God’s power. More
specifically, Jesus needed to come and pay the price for our sin so that we might

come into unhindered fellowship with God. It is as simple as accepting this and e What Chr|st|ar|s Beheve seﬂes TR
allowing the Holy Spirit to come into our lives and effect within us what amounts to a
deep spiritual transformation. —=mToTEe ﬁng/ Cajse/

¢ THE SOLUTION

God devised a plan that placed the death penalty for Sin upon the only one in the
universe who could take Man’s place - God’s only Son Himself, the Lord Jesus
Christ (Heb 2:9; John 1:1-14).

Jesus was innocent, but He willingly suffered and died on the cross, in our place,
providing the only way by which we can get to heaven (2 Cor 5:21; John 14:6).

Eternal Life Is A Choice

The truth is that God love is available to everybody, but not everybody will accept
that love. God has provided a way to make it possible for everyone to go to
heaven, but not everyone wants to choose God’s way. On Judgement Day, God
reveals to us the results of the choice we feely made freely of our own accord
regarding our response to Jesus and His sacrifice on the cross.

Unfortunately, many people still refuse to believe that God will not do what He
promises. The question is not really about whether God loves us, but are we
prepared to believe and accept that what He says is the truth!

“ Choose for yourself this day whom you will serve ...
but for me and my household we will serve the Lord” (Josh 24:15)

- B

Why do | need to be
“born again”?

@

What does it mean
to be “saved”?

I'm a good person
at heart - isn’t

that enough?

Doesn’t everyone
go to Heaven?

In Conclusion
We escape punishment for our sins by having faith (completely trusting) in what
Jesus Christ accomplished when He died on the cross (Eph 2:8-9).
“The undeniable fact is that our good works
will never get us into Heaven” (Titus 3:5)

The Good News is that Christ has made a way where there was no way! R abou? this topic, or haYe ol admin@tcministries.org.au =
: questions about the Christian faith:

If you want to know more

= www.tcministries.org.au
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MOST PEOPLE BELIEVE IN GOD

Most people believe in a supreme being, higher power or divine entity whom they
call God. Few people are totally atheistic. We know this because when the chips
are down and we have to face our own mortality through serious illness, accident
or adverse circumstances, it is amazing how many people who do not believe in
God have a tendency to lash out and blame Him for their circumstances!

On the other hand, most people think that if they believe in God and accept
that a place such as heaven exists, then they will somehow get there when
they die. The reasons they give for this belief are many and varied. It is more
of a hope on their part than a certainty; and to leave such an important issue
to chance does seem rather short sighted, even foolish!

The Bible tells us that belief in God alone is not sufficient to get anyone into
heaven. If it were, the devil would have a place prepared for him in the
heavenly realms, which clearly is not the case. So, what more is required if
belief in God alone is insufficient to guarantee a place in heaven when we
die? What must a person do to win God’s favour and forgiveness?

Doesn’t Everyone Go To Heaven?
This is a commonly asked question. The Bible indicates that not everyone will
go to heaven.

“It is appointed for men once to die, and

after this comes judgment”’ (Heb 9:27)

We may ask: “But doesn’t going to heaven depend on how good we have
been in this life?” or “Doesn’t God love everybody?” If not, then on what basis
does God decide who will or will not get to heaven, and why does there need
to be a judgement? Why would a loving God want to destroy His Creation
and exclude them from heaven when they die?

Seven Reasons People Believe Will Get Them To Heaven

1. Belief In God 5. Keeping The 10 Commandments

2. Going To Church 6. Never Hurting Anyone
3. Being A Good Person 7. Helping others
4. Doing The Best You Can Do

THIS MAY SURPRISE YOU

According to the Bible none of the above reasons will get anyone into heaven.
Let's look at them one at a time.

1. Belief In God ...
“Do you believe that there is only one God? Good!
The demons also believe - and tremble with fear” (James 2:19)
2. Go To Church ...

Going to church, or not going to church, does not of itself determine entry to
heaven. Only a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.

“Truly, truly, | say to you, unless one is born again
he cannot see the kingdom of God” (John 3:3)
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3. Be Basically A Good Person ...
“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Rom 3:23)

4. Do The Best You Can Do ...

“All have turned away from God; they have all gone wrong;
no one does what is right, not even one” (Rom 3:12)

5. Keep The 10 Commandments ...

“Whoever breaks one commandment is guilty of
breaking them all” (James 2:10)

6. Never Intentionally Hurt Anyone ...

“You have heard that people were told in the past, ‘Do not commit
murder; anyone who does will be brought to trial.” But now I tell you:
whoever is angry with his brother will be brought to trial, whoever
calls his brother ‘You good-for-nothing!’ will be brought before the
Council, and whoever calls his brother a worthless fool will be in
danger of going to the fire of hell” (Matt 5:21-22)

7. Helping Others ...

For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not
your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that
no one may boast” (Eph 2:8-9)

Unfortunately, helping others, good works, being good, going to church, even
believing in God (which clearly even the devil does) will not be sufficient. Jesus
said we must be Born Again to enter the kingdom of heaven.

Our Good Is Not Good Enough!

Can anyone honestly say that they are truly “good” by God’'s standards? God
clearly states our goodness is not good enough for Him! Man’s idea of
goodness and God'’s idea are two different things. Man’s idea of goodness is
quite corrupt, and that corruption God calls “sin”.

All have turned aside; together they have become worthless;
no one does good, not even one” (Rom 3:12)

We Must Be Born Again

¢ THE PROBLEM

It is clear from reading the Bible that God truly desires to be in relationship
with His creation. Genesis says man was created in God’s image (Gen 1:26),
that we were made to be friends with God and to walk with God as Adam and
Eve did in the Garden of Eden.

That close relationship with God was broken when Man, of his own free will,
made a choice to adopt a “false truth” (deception) and succumbed to temptation
in the Garden of Eden. Ever since then we have all been doing things our own
way, preferring our own version of the truth to the truth of God as the above
passage in Romans 3:12 indicates.

That is why there are so many religions with their of own versions of how
man can raise himself to a status equal with God.
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