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Brodhead’s Landen Malcook, (file photo) assisted the 
Cardinals in their matchup against Parkview last week. 
The Viking prevailed, 64-41 over the Cards. Brodhead 
was led by Sam Searls, Nolan Bump and Logan Krupke. 
Leaders for Parkview were Aiden Crane  and Oliver 
Friedrich. Brodhead will host Big Foot on Friday. 
Playing at River Valley last Friday, Brodhead was 
outscored, 54-29. No other stats were available at press 
time. (Free Press photo by Teresa Earleywine)
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OFFICIAL  ENTRY  FORM
Arn’s Auto Service
Bank of New Glarus

Body Crafters

Brodhead Free Press

FREE PRESS You’ve tried the rest...
Now read the BEST!!

608-897-4797
1035 1st Center Ave. • Suite 107

Brodhead, WI 53520

Your best source for local and area news, serving
four Wisconsin communities and 5,900 homes.

Boys - Big Foot at Brodhead (HS)

Boys - Highland at Juda (HS)

 

1. Pick the winning team listed in 
each advertisement. Write name of the 
team opposite the advertiser’s name 
on the entry blank. 

2. Write the highest number of 
points scored by any one team in the 
space provided on the entry form. 
This will be used to break a tie. If a tie 
remains, one winner will be chosen 
by random drawing from all correct 
entries.

3. One entry per contestant. 
Entry forms must be returned to the 
Brodhead Free Press, 925 W. Exchange 
Street, Brodhead, WI 53520 by 5 p.m. 
Friday.

CONTEST
 RULES

$20
1 ST  PRIZE—

Tie
Lynette VonAllmen

Eric VonAllmen
both of Albany, WI

       I think will be the most points scored by one team.

NAME   

ADDRESS  CITY PHONE

608-897-8447

2508 1st Center Avenue • Brodhead, WI 53520

When you need body work call us first.

Boys - Evansville at Edgerton (HS)

FREE PRESSFREE PRESS BASKETBALL BASKETBALL 
CONTESTCONTEST

Girls - Columbus at Edgerton (HS)

Loralei Arnold #1 and Ella Olson #14, battle for  ball 
control. Arnold led the Vikings with 14 points. The 
Cards scoring in double digits included Allie Dahl, 
Gretchen Kammerer and Ella Olson. Brodhead defeated 
Parkview, 81-43.
At Stoughton last week, Dahl  led all players with 35 
points, aided by Olson and Taiya Hawkins. With a 71-
62 final score, The Cards were the  victors.The team 
hosted Bellville on Tuesday and will host Jefferson on 
Thursday. (Free Press photo by Teresa Earleywine)

Trees Forever 
Partnered 

with 91 
Communities 
to Complete 
170 Projects 

in 2025 
Regional non-
profit funds 

and provides 
tree planting 
support for 
projects in 

Iowa, Illinois, 
and Wisconsin

Marion, Iowa-based environ-
mental nonprofit, Trees Forever, 
completed tree planting projects 
in 91 unique communities across 
Iowa, Illinois, and Wisconsin in 
2025. The group organized thou-
sands of volunteers and granted 
funding for environmental projects, 
while also partnering with munici-
palities and county governments to 
plant and care for public trees. 

According to Michelle Beisker, 
CEO of Trees Forever, “Our work 
in 2025 was defined by partner-
ships. We don’t just plant trees, we 
strive to get green infrastructure 
directly to where it can have the 
most impact on people’s lives. That 
means our environmental mission 
is closely tied to communities and 
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Midwest Cover Crops 
Council to celebrate its 

20th anniversary at annual 
meeting and cover crop 

conference in Dubuque, Iowa
The Midwest Cover Crops Council’s annual meeting and cover crop con-

ference will be held in Dubuque, Iowa in February 2026. Join them in cel-
ebrating the 20th anniversary of the Midwest Cover Crops Council, whose 
mission is to empower a network of producers, landowners, researchers, 
industry professionals, agencies, Extension specialists, and government 
stakeholders to increase cover crop adoption.

The Midwest Cover Crops Council’s annual meeting will take place on 
Tuesday, February 10th, and will be followed by a day of cover crop educa-
tion on Wednesday, February 11th at the Grand River Center in Dubuque, 
Iowa.

Producers, students, scientists, and industry partners will come together 
to discuss current cover crop topics and their significance to agriculture and 
conservation. A range of topics entered around the management and utili-
zation of cover crops will be presented by regional university, farmer, and 
government experts. Around 300 researchers, educators, and farmers from 
around the region are expected to attend. This is an excellent opportunity to 
learn more about integrating cover crops on the farm. 

The cover crop conference features breakout sessions focusing on cover 
crops in row crop systems, cover crops used for livestock forage and grazing 
resources, and conservation-related topics.
Row crop breakout sessions include:

Cover crop species selection and establishment (Dr. Mark Licht, Iowa 
State University)

•Pythium and allelopathy (Dr. Alison Robertson, Iowa State University)
•Cover crops and nutrients ahead of corn (Dr. Matt Ruark, University of 

Wisconsin, and Dr. Shalamar Armstrong, Purdue University)
•Planter setup for planting green (Dr. Brian Luck, University of Wiscon-

sin)
Forage and grazing breakout sessions include:
•Mixtures vs. monocultures (Dr. Kim Cassida, Michigan State University)
•Cover crop grazing quality (Denise Schwab, Iowa State University)
•Quality, quantity, and forage timing (Dr. Brad Heins, University of Min-

nesota)
•Planting alfalfa into green cereal rye (Dr. Marta Kohmann, University of 

Wisconsin)
Conservation breakout sessions include: 

•How to talk to your landlord or tenant about conservation (Landon 
Baumgartner and Josh Bendorf, University of Wisconsin Extension)

•A decade of monitoring and conservation practices in the Black Hawk 
Lake watershed (Dr. Michelle Soupir, Iowa State University)

•Wind erosion and conservation practices (Zack Smith, Iowa farmer)
•Increased working days with conservation practices (Dr. Stefan Gailans, 

Practical Farmers of Iowa)
Students and professionals are invited to participate in the poster session 

at the Midwest Cover Crops Council annual meeting on February 10. The 
poster registration deadline is January 20, 2026.

Only students are eligible for prizes by entering the poster competition. 
Students may submit an academic research poster on cover crops or con-
tinuous living cover. Learn more about the poster session at www.midwest-
covercrops.org/meetings/.

Registration costs $110 per day if registered before Saturday, January 10th, 
and $125 per day for registrations after January 10th. Learn more and register 
online at https://www.midwestcovercrops.org/meetings/

One World One Love 
Gymnastics Invitational 
Brings Elite Competition 

and Aleah Finnegan to 
Woodman’s Center

The Woodman’s Sports and Convention Center continues to demon-
strate its versatility as a premier event destination with the One World One 
Love Gymnastics Invitational, taking place January 10-11.

Presented by LR Productions, this women’s artistic gymnastics compe-
tition celebrates athletic excellence, global unity, and community impact, 
welcoming athletes from across the region to compete in a high-energy, 
spectator-friendly environment. The event is open to USA Gymnastics, 
NGA, and AAU athletes in Levels 1–10 and Xcel divisions.

A featured highlight of the weekend is the appearance of elite gymnast 
Aleah Finnegan, who will be present during sessions on both days of compe-
tition. Finnegan is a former member of the United States Women’s National 
Gymnastics Team (2019–2021), a gold medalist at the 2019 Pan American 
Games, and made history as the first Filipina gymnast in more than 60 years 
to qualify for and represent the Philippines at the 2024 Summer Olympics.

“Gymnastics has given me so much, and being able to give back by men-
toring young athletes is incredibly meaningful to me. I’m excited to meet the 
gymnasts in Janesville, support their journeys, and remind them to believe 
in themselves and enjoy every moment of the sport,” said Finnegan.

Participating gymnasts, parents, and coaches will have opportunities to 
meet Finnegan, take photos, receive encouragement, and purchase posters 
for autograph signing—creating a memorable experience that inspires the 
next generation of athletes.

In addition to celebrating excellence in sport, a portion of event proceeds 
will benefit the National Pancreatic Cancer Foundation, reinforcing the in-
vitational’s commitment to giving back.

The One World One Love Gymnastics Invitational is expected to wel-
come 500 athletes, along with coaches, families, and spectators from four 
states. The event is projected to generate an estimated economic impact of 
$250,000, supporting local hotels and businesses throughout the Janesville 
area.

“Bringing brand new events like the One World One Love Gymnastics 
Invitational to Janesville during the winter months are exactly the kind of 
opportunities we’re continuously working toward,” said Tony Cipollone, 
Director of Sports Sales & Development at the Janesville Area Convention 
and Visitors Bureau. “Events like this help drive overnight stays and visitor 
spending at a time of year that is typically quieter for travel, while also show-
casing the Woodman’s Sports & Convention Center and Janesville as a pre-
mier destination for year-round sports tourism.”

Spectators are invited to experience the excitement and artistry of gym-
nastics in person. Tickets are available at the door (cash only), with wrist-
bands valid for all sessions throughout the weekend:

•Adults (16+): $25
•Children, Active Military & Seniors (65+): $15
•Ages five and under: Free
Since opening in September 2025, the Woodman’s Sports and Conven-

tion Center has hosted a growing lineup of athletic competitions, commu-
nity gatherings, and special events. With modern amenities, flexible event 
spaces, and a spectator-focused design, the facility continues to attract 
high-quality events like the One World One Love Gymnastics Invitational.

the volunteers, residents, officials, 
and funding partners that make the 
work possible.” Nearly every Trees 
Forever planting includes volunteer 
leadership from the communities 
in which the projects are happening 
and are supported with expertise 
and coordination from the organi-
zation’s staff members. 

Trees Forever’s 2025 program-
ming expanded through several 
major campaigns across its service 
area. The One Million Trees Cen-
tral Iowa initiative aims to plant, 
preserve, and create policy that will 
build the region’s tree canopy by 
one million trees over a decade of 
work. Part of this goal was reached 
this fall through the organization’s 
first ever large-scale tree distribu-
tion event for residents of the ten-
county region. The initiative also 
featured community volunteers 
working alongside Trees Forever in 
public planting projects.

Martin Luft, Activities Direc-
tor at Merrill Middle School in Des 
Moines, planted alongside his stu-
dents at a Trees Forever event this 
spring. “Planting trees wasn’t just 
about improving our campus-it was 
about giving students ownership of 
their school,” said Luft. “When stu-
dents are part of creating something 
lasting, they see their school differ-
ently. These trees will grow along-
side them, shaping not only our 
landscape, but our sense of com-
munity for years to come.”

Other notable areas of expansion 
this year included the execution of 
projects in Illinois through funding 
awarded from the Illinois Commu-
nity Canopy grant programs. These 
projects provided dollars for com-
munities to plant and effectively 
manage their tree canopies while 
Trees Forever staff gave additional 
support on updating tree ordi-
nances and reaching Tree City USA 
status. Similarly, the Community 
Visioning program in Iowa selected 
seven small towns to partner with 
throughout the year to plan, design, 
and implement green infrastructure 
projects into trail and community 
transport upgrades. Through guid-
ed community meetings, residents 
work within the program to expand 
their green spaces and natural ar-
eas in a way that builds their town’s 
identity.

“Here in Cumming, Iowa we are 
piloting Iowa’s first ‘Agrihood,’ and 
Community Visioning was a great 
complement to this new develop-
ment,” said Cumming City Manag-
er Rita Connor. “By focusing on all 
aspects of green placemaking and 
transportation planning, this pro-
gram directed our decision making 
through public participation in the 
program and resulted in some great 
projects for us to implement.” 

Through all of Trees Forever’s 
work, the group promotes the 
planting of diverse, native trees 
and prairie to build a more resil-
ient and beneficial local ecosystem. 
Trees Forever provides education to 
the public on a variety of environ-
mental topics with in-person field 
days, webinar series, and volunteer 
trainings. In 2025, the organization 
had more than 6,700 engagements 
through educational outreach, vol-
unteer events, and supporter inter-
actions. 

Enzo Nagao, Trees Forever De-
velopment and Volunteer Coordi-
nator, sees the impact of the grass-
roots work firsthand. “Educating 
the public has a greater impact on 
our mission than almost any other 

factor. Volunteers amplify the work 
of our relatively small staff and make 
it possible to increase the scope and 
reach of our projects. Most impor-
tantly, educated community mem-
bers take ownership in the planting 
projects and continue to care for the 
trees for years to come, providing 
better outcomes and survival rates,” 
said Nagao.

Those looking to get involved 
with Trees Forever educational or 
volunteer programming can vis-
it TreesForever.org.

Partner Wisconsin communi-
ties in 2025—Baraboo, Belleville, 
Beloit, Bristol, Fitchburg, Milton, 
Oregon, Sheboygan, Vesper, and 
Windsor.
About Trees Forever

Trees Forever is a nonprofit char-
itable organization headquartered 
in Marion, Iowa. Its mission - to 
plant and care for trees and the en-
vironment by empowering people, 
building community, and promot-
ing stewardship - is fulfilled through 
cutting-edge programs and inno-
vative practices. Trained and ex-
perienced staff have assisted com-
munity leaders and landowners 
across Iowa, Illinois, Wisconsin and 
beyond with thousands of planting 

projects. Each year, Trees Forever 
works with and educates thousands 
of volunteers and members of the 
public who give generously of their 
time and talents. To date, they’ve 
helped plant more than three mil-
lion trees.

Historic Edgerton 
supper club 

destroyed in fire
Flames tore through the Lake House Inn Sunday, January 4, destroying 

the historic supper club near Edgerton. The supper club had stood for gen-
erations as a place for family gatherings and community connection.

The Lake House Inn was deemed a total loss after crews were called to 
the property at 8:28 p.m. for reports of smoke in the area, according to Rock 
County Communications.

By 11:30 p.m. flames had been extinguished. 
The sheriff’s office said the business was closed at the time of the fire and 

confirmed no one was inside. Investigators later determined the building 
was a total loss. The cause of the fire remains under investigation.

1035 1st Center Ave., Ste 107 
Brodhead
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Local & Area Services

608-897-4700 • Brodhead608-897-4700 • Brodhead
For professional oil or gas burner service call us.

New Installation, Service & Repairs
We service all makes and models of furnaces & air conditioners!

HEATING AND COOLING
OLINOLIN

CONSIGNY LAW FIRM, S.C.

Mark Schroeder Mike Faust

Brodhead Location
1030 1st Center Avenue

608-897-2116

Web site
http://www.janesvillelaw.com

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
A limited Liability Organization

Mark Kopp

Joseph K. Murphy, D.C.
Serving the Brodhead Area Since 1984

• Sports Injuries
• Work & Auto Injuries
• Chronic Pain
• Preventative Care

608-897-2136
2504 1st Center Avenue
Brodhead, WI 53520
Most Insurances Accepted

• Engine Repair• Engine Repair
• Brake Service• Brake Service
• Suspension & Steering• Suspension & Steering
• Oil Changes• Oil Changes
• Electrical Systems• Electrical Systems
• Heating & A/C• Heating & A/C

• 4 Wheel Computerized Alignment• 4 Wheel Computerized Alignment
• Tire Sales – Most Brands• Tire Sales – Most Brands
• Hunter Tire Changer & Balancing• Hunter Tire Changer & Balancing
• Exhaust Systems• Exhaust Systems
• Transmission Maintenance• Transmission Maintenance
• Radiator Service• Radiator Service

Southern Wisconsin Monuments

608-897-2484
http://www.southernwisconsinmonuments.com

WHOLESALE & RETAIL LIMESTONE
3/4”, 1 1/2”, 3” Breaker Rock

608-87 9-2623 • 608-289-2891(Cell)

Ryan Farm 
Quarries

608-879-4089

Dr. Dan Branson DDS
702 23rd St. • Brodhead, WI 53520

608-897-8645
dentist.brodhead@outlook.com • www.brodheaddental.com

Mon, Tues & Wed 8 am-5 pm • Thurs 8 am-3 pm

6 Repairing heavy trucks, tractors & all Ag equipment
6 Detroit Diesel & Cummins Electronic Diagnostics                                                                                                                            
6 Aftermarket parts for all Ag equipment 
6 Clutches, Engine Kits, Steering parts, Water Pumps & More!

MARTIN
TRUCK & TRACTOR LLC

Brodhead, WI  608-897-6445
Custo

m 

Hydrau
lic 

Hoses

DA Lubric
an

ts-

Qualit
y O

ils 

& Grea
se!

Offering mobile 
service on your farm!

✔ Income tax planning & preparation
✔ Auditing

✔ Bookkeeping
✔ Payroll Services

608-325-5035
Monroe

815-235-3157
Freeport

Appointments Available in Brodhead & Durand

Amish Community
LOCAL BUSINESSES

Detweiler
& Kauffman

Handcrafted Amish Furniture

Bedroom Sets • Dining Sets • Hutches
Rolltop Desks • Entertainment Centers

Computer Center • Glider Rockers
Lawn Furniture • AND MORE

Custom work - Kitchens, Baths & Built-Ins
W282 Atkinson Rd. • Albany

608-897-8787
OPEN Mon-Sat

9 a.m.-4 p.m.
We accept

Visa, Mastercard
& Discover

Great Buys on Name Brands
Stop in and check us out!

OPEN: Tuesday-Friday 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Saturday 8:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.• Sunday & Monday CLOSED

W363 Atkinson Rd. • Albany, WI 53502
608-897-2867

BENT & DENT GROCERY
Countryside

Custom Built Vinyl Windows
1928 N. Old 92

Evansville, WI 53536
608-882-2743

Where Quality Comes First!

Call Now for
a FREE
Estimate!

Locally Made!

Slider • Patio Doors 
Picture • Double Hung 

Awning • Bay • Casement

16348 Gempler Road
Brodhead, WI 53520

608-897-4307

Specializing in 
outdoor

deck and patio 
furniture

USPS 
Announces 
Changes to 

the Postmark 
Date System

The United States Postal Service 
(USPS) has adopted a final rule 
(FR Doc. 2025-20740) adding Sec-
tion 608.11, “Postmarks and Postal 
Possession,” to the Domestic Mail 
Manual (DMM). The rule formally 
defines postmarks and identifies 
the types of markings that qualify 
as such. Its primary purpose is 
to improve public understanding 
that while a postmark confirms the 
USPS possessed a mail piece on the 
date inscribed, that date does not 
necessarily align with the date the 
USPS first accepted possession of 
the item. The rule clarifies that the 
USPS does not postmark all mail in 
the ordinary course of operations 
and that the absence of a postmark 
does not imply the USPS did not ac-
cept custody.

Impact on Postmarking Tim-
ing:  The rule clarifies that the date 
displayed on a machine-applied 
postmark represents the “date of 
the first automated processing op-
eration” performed at a processing 
facility, rather than the date the mail 
was dropped off.

Potential Delays: Because most 
postmarks are applied at process-
ing facilities, the date inscribed may 
be later than the date the mail piece 
was first accepted by the USPS. This 
discrepancy is expected to become 
more common due to the imple-
mentation of the “Regional Trans-
portation Optimization” (RTO) 
initiative and the adoption of “leg-
based” service standards.

Operational Reality: The rule 
codifies the operational reality that 
postmarking operations often cross 
calendar days or occur after trans-
portation from a retail unit, mean-
ing the postmark date is not a “per-
fectly reliable indicator” of the date 
of mailing.

Ensuring a Postmark on the Date 
of Delivery:  To assure a postmark 
is applied on the same day a docu-
ment is delivered to the USPS, in-
dividuals must utilize specific retail 
services. The final rule outlines the 
following methods:

•Request a Manual Postmark: 
Customers may present a mail 
piece at a retail counter and request 
a “manual (local) postmark”. This 
postmark is applied at the time of 
acceptance, so the date aligns with 
the date the USPS took possession.

•Postage Validation Imprint 
(PVI): When a customer pays for 
postage at a retail counter, the PVI 
label applied by the employee also 
indicates the date of acceptance.

•Certificates of Mailing: Custom-
ers may purchase a Certificate of 
Mailing, or use Registered or Certi-
fied Mail, to obtain a receipt that 
serves as evidence of the date the 
item was presented for mailing

This change in USPS processes 
will have a potentially significant 
impact on tax filings. IRC §7502 
specifically relies upon the post-
mark date applied to an envelope to 
determine timely filing if the docu-
ment is not physically delivered to 
the IRS office by the due date for 
such document.
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Helping
make

Brodhead
a place

to call home.

For Sale

Firewood for sale, cash only. Call 
608-879-9014.        	         (tf) 

POLICE BLOTTER

District 8 AA locations
Tuesdays: Congregational UCC, E201 23rd Street, Brodhead, 7 p.m.; 

handicap access, closed meeting.
Thursdays: Congregational UCC, E201 23rd Street, Brodhead, 7 p.m.; 

handicap access, closed meeting.
Fridays: Promises Group, Orfordville Lutheran, 210 Main Street, 7 p.m.; 

handicap access, closed meeting. 
Any questions call 608-751-5684 or visit www.rockcoaa.net.

FREE PRESS CLASSIFIEDS

Haile Tree Service, aerial bucket, 
stump grinding. Licensed and 
insured. Call 608-879-9014.        (tf) 

Services

JACK OF ALL TRADES.US
Roof raking, ice dams, snow 
removal, paintingl. Honey-do-list, 
Handyman. Call 608-897-2410.       	
			           (tf)

2 New Exterior pre-hung doors, 
36x80. Call 512-912-8834 or 512-
913-5618.        	                (01/07) 

Albany Lanes - Scott & Teresa Wahler
212 E. Main Street, Albany • 608-862-3131

Monday Night Mixed League
12/29—High series: Rick Reed 698, Dan Goepfert 668, Tyson 

Foster 658. High games: T. Foster 259, Corey Foster 255, Robert 
Murray 249. Fosters Gaming-high team game 1,047 and series 
2,930. Standings: Fosters Gaming won 112.5 lost 76.5, Broughton’s 
Bar 106.5-82.5, Center Tavern 103.5-85.5, Beloit Chiropractic 102-
87, Albany Lanes 77-112, Bartelt 65.5-123.5. 
Tuesday Shaningans

12/23—High series: Tammy Neuenschwander 428, Chris 
Rosheisen 384, Shi Strommen 364, Dennis Atkinson 540, Rick 
Josephsen 540, Doug Hawkins 530. High games: T. Neuenschwander 
155, Becky Hanneman 152, C. Rosheisen 147, Jude Molina 217, 
R. Josephsen 199, D. Hawkins 192. The Young & The Restless-
high team game 825 and series 2,363. Standings: The Young & The 
Restless won 58 lost 26, Sweet Mini HaHa 55-29, Perfectly Aged 
55-29, Misfi ts 50-34, Greightful Dead 25-59. 
Thursday Night Mixed

12/18—High series: Rick Reed 756, John Pluss 705, Cory 
Ritschard 675, Robert Murray 664. High games: C. Ritschard 279, 
R. Reed 268, J. Pluss 257, Tony Brewer 247. Albany Lanes-high 
team game 1,099 and series 3,115. 01/01—High seires: Robert 
Murray 725, Rick Reed 704, Brandon Bayrhoffer 678, Ty Anderson 
651. High games: R. Reed 247, R. Murray 255, B. Bayrhoffer 238, 
T. Anderson 237, Brian Behnke 237. Albany Lanes-high team game 
1,087 and series 3,239. Standings: Albany Lanes won 26 lost 16, 
Golz Electric 24-18, Broughton’s Corner Bar 1 23-19, Glenn Ann 
Holsteins 21-21, Attica Bar 20-22, Broughton’s Corner Bar 2 12-30.
Brodhead Juniors

1/03—High series—boys: Alexander Ramirez-Vogel 423, Evan 
Johnson 403, Casey Johnson 370, Tristan Modaff 358, Carter 
Fenwick 317, Jayse Bennett 312, Henry Johnson 312. High games—
boys: E. Johnson 185, A. Ramirez-Vogel 164, T. Modaff 145, C. 
Johnson 133, H. Johnson 123, C. Fenwick 118. High series—girls: 
Taylor Sauer 472, Emma Welbig 383, Kelsee Brugger 381, Aubrie 
Bartelt 282, Lilly Johnson 249. High games—girls: T. Sauer 160, E. 
Welbig 144, K. Brugger 141, A. Bartelt 99, L. Johnson 95.
Brodhead Youth

1/03—High series: Jaxson Brewer 154, Thorin Perrin 109, Ayla 
Brugger 176, Abigail Fenwick 23, Amelia Fenwick 112, Kinslee 
Brewer 57. High games: J. Brewer 91, T. Perrin 71, A. Brugger 101, 
Amelia Fenwick 78, Abigail Fenwick 64, K. Brewer 41. 

Notice

AGENDA
BRODHEAD SCHOOL DISTRICT

Finance Committee Meeting
Wednesday, January 14, 2026

HIGH SCHOOL LMC
2501 W. 5th Avenue, Brodhead, WI

6:30 p.m.
AGENDA
I. REVIEW BILLS
II. REVIEW BUDGET UPDATE
III. ADJOURN

01/07/2026

AGENDA
BRODHEAD SCHOOL DISTRICT

REGULAR SCHOOL BOARD MEETING
Wednesday, January 14, 2026

DISTRICT OFFICE BOARD ROOM
2501 W. 5th Avenue, Brodhead, WI

7:00 p.m.
This meeting is a meeting of the Board 
of Education in public for the purpose 
of conducting the School District’s 
business and is not to be considered a 
public community meeting. There is a 
time for public participation during the 
meeting as indicated in the agenda.

JOIN WITH GOOGLE MEET:
https://meet.google.com/

oiv-jiji-thn
JOIN BY TELEPHONE:

+1 727-325-2066
(PIN: 996403637)

I. CALL TO ORDER
II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
III. ROLL CALL
IV. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
V. INFORMATION REPORTS
VI. PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD
AGENDA
VII. CONSENT AGENDA
 1. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES
 2. APPROVAL OF BILLS
 3. ACCEPT DONATION(S)
 4. RESIGNATION(S)
 5. EMPLOYMENT
   RECOMMENDATION(S)
VIII.  HIGH SCHOOL PRESENTATION—
  COLLEGE & CAREER 
  OPPORTUNITIES EXPO
IX.  SAFETY DRILL REPORTS
X.  AUDIT REPORT
XI.  PRELIMINARY 2026-27 BUDGET
  DISCUSSION
XII.  REVIEW WASB RESOLUTIONS
XIII.  REFERENDUM UPDATE
XIV. 2026-2027 MASTER CALENDAR
XV.  WINDOW TREATMENT AND
  ROOM SIGNAGE BIDS
XVI. FUTURE AGENDA
XVII. ROLL CALL VOTE TO CONVENE
  IN CLOSED SESSION PURSUANT
  TO WI. STS. 19.85 (1)(e)
  a. Staffing Update
  b. Administrative Contract Roll-overs
  c. Discussion Regarding Teacher
  Contract and Associated
  Compensation Matters
XVIII. ACTION ON CLOSED SESSION
  ITEMS
XIX. ADJOURNMENT
Persons needing special accommodations 

should call (608) 897-2141 at least 
twenty-four [24] hours prior to the meeting. 

01/07/2026

Green County Sheriff’s 
Department

December 29-
January 4, 2025

At 9:10 a.m., Sunday, deputies re-
sponded to the N5600 block of STH 
104, Town of Albany, for a report of a 
single vehicle crash with no injuries. 
The investigation found the driver, 
Jennifer J. Ince, 32, of Brodhead, 
was traveling southbound when 
her vehicle left the roadway and col-
lided with the embankment causing 
disabling damage and airbag de-
ployment. Ince reported having no 
injuries and wearing her seat belt at 
the time of the incident. 

Saturday 
Mornings at 
the Durand 

Library 
Even More Jerks in 
Chicago 1950 to 2000

Submitted by 
Barbara Flores, 
President, Friends of the 
Durand Library 

Please join us at the Durand Li-
brary Saturday, January 10 for the 
third talk about the characters who 
shaped the history of Chicago in 
the second half of the 20th Century. 
There were too many scoundrels in 
Chicago’s history to treat together so 
speaker Brad Keyes divided the sub-
ject into time periods. 

The first “jerks talk” covered the 
1800s and the second the first half of 
the 20th Century. Albeit a prosper-
ous city, Chicago was plagued with 
bad guys throughout the 20th Cen-
tury. Brad is a lover of history and an 
engaging and affable speaker who 
adds humor and insight to his pre-
sentations. 

The second talk covered a tragic 
event in Chicago history. In 1903 the 
cost-cutting owner of the elegant 
Iroquois Theater had exit doors 
locked and passageways blocked 
to prevent people from sneaking in 
without tickets. When the building 
accidentally caught fire the death 
toll was just horrific with 600 lives 
lost. This fire attracted nationwide 
attention and led to more stringent 
building codes. 

Also in the early 20th Century 
James Colosimo, the grandfather of 
the Chicago mob, was active and Al 
Capone was brought in from New 
York City. We learned about Big Jim 
Thompson, perhaps the most cor-
rupt mayor Chicago ever had. Brad 
explained how Dean O’Banion, Al 
Capone, and John Dillinger main-
tained their influence and rule over 
the local mob, dividing the city into 
north and south areas of influence. 
And yes, there really were Untouch-
ables, federal investigators led by 
Eliot Ness. 

The first half of the 20th Century 
included the era of Prohibition, the 
age of mobsters, bank robbing, and 
two smart aleck rich kids planning 
the perfect murder (it wasn’t!). The 
advent of the automobile, a quick 
getaway car, made Dillinger the 
successful bank robber he became. 
And Al Capone became known 
worldwide.

Please join us for this last of three 
presentations on Even More Jerks 
in Chicago History, where we learn 
of even more thieves, murderers, 
jerks, and mobsters who were active 
in the latter half of the 20th Century. 
Some were politicians, some were 
law enforcement officers, and some 
were respected business entrepre-
neurs. The several Illinois governors 
who ended up in prison get an hon-
orable mention also.

The 90-minute presentation be-
gins at 10 a.m. See you then!
About the Library

These talks are presented by the 
Friends of the Durand Library, a 
nonprofit organization which col-
laborates with the Durand School to 
provide library services in the Du-
rand area. 

Entry is at the east, or play-
ground, end of the building. Fol-
low the signs along the wide paved 
walkway. Check out privileges are 

free for all residents of the school 
district. Hours are 9 a.m.–noon Sat-
urdays and 6-8 p.m. Tuesday eve-
nings. 

Email villagelibrary@cusd322.
org or call 815-289-8602 for more 
information about the library and 
visit us on FB/durandvillagelibrary. 
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By Sarah Carpenter, 
Outreach Librarian

By Sarah Carpenter, 
Outreach Librarian
By Cindy Clint,
Outreach Coordinator

“Book it” to the Albertson Me-
morial Library and see what’s fresh 
on the shelves!

Adult Non-Fiction: Family of 
Spies: A World War II Story of Nazi 
Espionage, Betrayal, and the Secret 
History Behind Pearl Harbor by 
Christine Kuehn.

Biography: 100 Rules for Living to 
100 by Dick Van Dyke

Audio Book: Where He Left Me 
by Nicole Baart

Adult Fiction: The Heir Appar-
ent by Rebecca Armitage, Every-

body Wants to Rule the World by 
Ace Atkins, The Lighthouse at the 
Cove by Amy Clipston, Finding 
You by Amy Clipston, The Memory 
Gardener by Meg Donohue, The 
Second Son (Chase Burke Book 1) 
by Simon Gervais and Ryan Steck, 
Before I Forget by Tory Henwood 
Hoen, Snake-Eater by T. Kingfisher, 
At Morning’s Light (Home to Green 
Creek Book 2) by Lauraine Snelling 
and Kiersti Giron, Of Monsters and 
Mainframes by Barbara Truelove, 
and Stuart Woods’ Blown Away 
(Teddy Fay Book 8) by Brett Battles.

Large Print: The King’s Ransom 
(The Recovery Agent Book 2) by 
Janet Evanovich, Evil Bones (Tem-
perance Brennan Book 24) by Kathy 
Reichs, The Seven Rings (The Lost 
Bride Trilogy Book 3) by Nora Rob-

erts, and Stuart Woods’ Blown Away 
(Teddy Fay Book 8) by Brett Battles.

Young Adult: One if by Land, Two 
if by Submarine (Saving America 
Book 1) by Eileen Schnabel.

DVD: Code 3 (R), Good Fortune 
(R), The Long Walk (R), and The Na-
ked Gun (PG-13).

For more details on each title, be 
sure to visit the Albertson Memorial 
Library’s Facebook page at https://
www.facebook.com/AlbertsonMe-
morialLibrary.

Please also follow us on Face-
book https://www.facebook.com/
AlbertsonMemorialLibrary, Insta-
gram https://www.instagram.com/
albertsonmemoriallibrary or our 
website at https://www.albertson-
library.org.

By Melissa Everson, 
Director

A Year in Reflection
It’s incomprehensible that yet 

another year has passed us by. As 
always, the end of a year is a good 
time to reflect on those things that 
were successful during that year 
and determine what we can do bet-
ter for the year to come. As a library, 
we are no exception. As the library 
director, the same is true.

In 2025, so many good things 
happened at the Albertson Memo-
rial Library. Our patron count in-
creased over that of 2024, our circu-
lation of library materials increased, 
we had the best summer library pro-
gram that we’ve had in a long time, 
our story time attendance increased 
dramatically, and we started a new 
program for young adults. The ways 
in which we “advertise” our pro-
grams and events grew through so-
cial media and local media venues, 
which I attribute with our growth. 
Lastly, I’m impressed each year 
with how much our library grows 
in its ability to successfully meet the 
needs of our patrons with regard to 
the new books and materials that 
we purchase with our tax dollars.

Speaking of tax dollars, the end 
of the year is also a good time to re-
flect on how well we managed our 
money. Our annual budget is gener-
ated and approved in the fall before 
the coming fiscal year, so it can be 
difficult to determine how much 
money is required to meet our ex-
penses. While the final numbers 
won’t be in for a couple of weeks, 
I’m pretty certain that we will fin-
ish 2025 under budget. Making the 
most of taxpayers’ dollars is always 
a priority for us 

Reflecting back to January 2022 
when I questioned what I was taking 
on, I realize how much I’ve grown 
into this position in a community 
that was new to me at the same 
time. For starters, being a full time 
reading interventionist in the Al-
bany School District and a part time 
library director taught me, even at 
my “ripe” age, how much better I 
needed to be at balancing my time 
and my life. With the support of col-
leagues at both positions and that 
of my family, I’ve nearly mastered 
that. As the new director, learning 
by trial and error was my friend. I 
guarantee that I made a lot of mis-
takes and misjudgments, but we got 
through those as a team. There were 
a lot of kinks to work out as I tried to 
find my style as a “boss” to a staff of 
five, figure out what programs and 
ideas work in Albany, managing our 
library’s budget and learning about 
the legalities of operating a library, 
and, in general, how a library is run. 
I can honestly say that, even now, 
every day is a learning curve with all 
of those tasks. But I promise that as 
we enter into 2026, I will do my best 
every day to provide services that 
meet the needs of our community. 

Cheers to continued growth in 
2026!

Are you 
struggling 

through the 
holidays as a 

caregiver?
Understand the grief, loss 
and mourning associated 
with caring for someone 

with dementia.
Join us for Moving Forward: 

Grief and Ambiguous Loss Associ-
ated with Dementia Caregiving.

The Aging and Disability Re-
source Centers of Rock and Mar-
quette Counties are offering the 16-

week grief and bereavement ed-
ucational support group on Friday 
afternoons from 1-3 p.m. beginning 
January 16 and running through 
May 1, 2026. This is a virtual group. 
There is no cost to attend. Registra-
tion and screening are required.

Who is this group for? The group 
is for anyone who is or has cared for 
someone with dementia. Caring for 
someone with dementia presents a 
constant series of losses and not just 
those related to death. Each session 
will cover a grief, loss and mourning 
topic followed by about 60 minutes 
of conventional support group dis-
cussion.

For more information or to reg-
ister, please contact Rock County 
Dementia Care Specialist, Karen 
Tennyson at 608-921-7165 or karen.
tennyson@co.rock.wi.us

Brodhead Class of 1962 holds Class Reunion
The Brodhead Class of 1962 graduates held their class reunion at Bass Creek on Friday, July 18, 2025.
Pictured, front row, left to right: Eileen Hafen Rech, Carol Zweifel Coplien, teacher Darlene Wheeler, Nancy Taylor Sutherland; back row: Glen (Pete) 

Curless, Lanaya Weidman Jones, Diane Fricke Anderson, Douglas Knight, Everly Nehls Carson-Fisher, Gary Hoff, Holly Brandenburg Everson, Daphne 
Mauermann Brunkow, and James Iverson.
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