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DICK’S REPAIRDICK’S REPAIR
2307 1st Center Avenue • Brodhead, WI • 608-897-2355

We service all makes and models. Pick up and delivery available!!

Stop in TODAY to see our wide selection 
of Chainsaws & Leaf Blowers!

Brooks Malkow is one of 10 seniors on the Cardinal 
varsity roster this season. They will open conference 
play this Friday hosting Beloit Turner. (Free Press 
photo by Teresa Earleywine)

Brady Flannery defends the basket as Aiden Crane 
leaps overhead. As part of their preseason Brodhead  
participated in a scrimmage hosted at Parkview High 
School. Darlington was the third school engaged in this 
event. (Free Press photo by Teresa Earleywine)

The Bank of 
New Glarus 
Announces 
Leadership 

Changes 
The Bank of New Glarus, a lead-

ing financial institution in Green, 
Dane, and Lafayette Counties, 
along with Bancorp of New Glarus, 
Inc., today announced signifi-
cant changes to both The Bank of 
New Glarus’s Board of Directors 
and Bancorp of New Glarus, Inc.’s 
Board. The following individuals re-
serve seats on both boards. 

Gregg Erickson, a long-time 
board member for The Bank of New 
Glarus and Chairman of the Board 
since 2012, announced his retire-
ment this October. Erickson has 
served as a member of the Bank’s 
boards for 32 years. Throughout his 
tenure, Erickson has been forefront 
in the bank’s growth, overseeing 
key initiatives of the Bank’s strate-
gic plans and aiding in the expan-
sion into new markets. Reflecting 
on his time with the bank, Erickson 
stated, “It has been an honor to lead 
The Bank of New Glarus and work 
alongside a devoted team. I am 
proud of all we have accomplished, 
and I am confident that the bank 
will continue to thrive under new 
leadership.” 

John Ott, who has been an active 
board member since 2000, has also 
announced his retirement from his 
board seats effective December 31, 
2024. Over the years, Ott has been 
an integral part of the Boards, sig-
nificantly shaping their direction 
and policies. His influence, particu-
larly in the realm of loan and audit 
committee has been profound. 

Russ Davis, board member since 
2020, succeeded Erickson as Chair-
man, effective October 1, 2024. 
Commenting on his new role, Da-
vis said, “I am honored to step into 
the role of Chairman of the Board 
at The Bank of New Glarus. I look 
forward to building on the strong 
foundation laid by my predecessor 
and working closely with our talent-
ed Board members and dedicated 
staff. Collectively, we will continue 
to drive advancements and uphold 
our commitment to our custom-
ers.” 

In the wake of Erickson and Ott’s 
retirement, the Board was faced 

with two vacancies. After an ex-
tensive search process, the Board 
appointed Matt Streiff, President 
and CFO, New Glarus Home Retire-
ment Campus, and Ben Thomp-
son, Owner and CEO of Big Radio, 
Janesville. Both begin their terms 
before the year’s end. 

Ron Schaaf, President of The 
Bank of New Glarus, expressed con-
fidence in the new appointments: 
“We have selected two, capable and 
experienced professionals to join 
our Boards. I am excited about the 
future and confident we’ve got the 
right people in place to navigate the 
growing financial landscape.” 

The Bank of New Glarus is head-
quartered in New Glarus, Wiscon-
sin and has branch offices located 
in Belleville, Brodhead, Darlington, 
Gratiot, Juda and Monroe with a 
loan production office located in 
Madison. As the largest deposit 
bank in Green County, it offers a full 
range of financial products and ser-
vices including personal banking, 
business banking and wealth man-
agement. Member FDIC and Equal 
Housing Lender.

December 6th @ Turner
December 9th vs River Valley
December 12th @ Clinton
December 17th vs Edgerton
December 20th @ Big Foot
December 23rd @ Albany
December 27th @ New Glarus 

Tournament
December 30th @ New Glarus 

Tournament
January 4th vs Marshall
January 6th @ Potosi
January 10th vs Evansville

January 16th vs Whitewater
January 21st @ Delavan-Darien
January 24th vs Monroe
January 28th vs St. Ambrose
February 1st vs Cambridge
February 4th vs East Troy
February 7th @ Jefferson
February 11th @ Dodgeville
February 13th @ Turner
February 18th vs Clinton
February 21st @ Edgerton
February 24th vs Big Foot
February 27th @ Evansville

Brodhead Boys’ Basketball 
schedule

FREE PRESS You’ve tried the rest...
Now read the BEST!!

SSM Health 
Celebrates 

World 
Kindness 

Day in 
Monroe

Students across South-Central 
Wisconsin learned more about 
kindness last week, in special recog-
nition of World Kindness Day that 
was on November 13.

SSM Health Wisconsin Market-
ing and Communications team 
members dropped off special SSM 
Health Kindness coloring books in 
Baraboo, Fond du Lac, Janesville, 
Madison, and Monroe.

In Monroe, students at St. Vic-
tor Catholic School received these 
Kindness Coloring Books.

The books feature SSM Health’s 
friendly mascot, Bearnard, to color 
along with pages of puzzles and 
games. Included throughout the 
book are suggested acts of kindness 
kids of any age can complete, like 
wearing a smile, helping a friend, or 
writing a note to a teacher.

SSM Health Communications 
Manager Laura Morris illustrated 
the coloring book. The project and 
Day of Kindness donations are part 
of SSM Health’s Year of Kindness 
campaign, which encourages ev-
eryone to spread kindness in every-
day ways.
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STAY 
INFORMED

wherever you are!
www.brodheadfreepress.com
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Local & Area Services

802 2ND ST. • BRODHEAD, WI 53520 • M-F 7:30AM-5PM • arnsauto.com 
casey@arnsauto.com 

ARN’S AUTO SERVICE 
Complete Automotive Repair Shop

• 4 Wheel Computerized Alignment 
• Tire Sales – Most Brands 
• Hunter Tire Changer & Balancing 
• Exhaust Systems 
• Transmission Maintenance 
• Radiator Service     

• Engine Repair 
• Brake Service 
• Suspension & Steering 
• Oil Changes 
• Electrical Systems 
• Heating & A/C

FOR SERVICE 608-897-3330

FOR TOWING CALL 608-897-8088

arns auto.qxp_Layout 1  8/18/21  10:13 AM  Page 1

Joseph K. Murphy, D.C.
Serving the Brodhead Area Since 1984

• Sports Injuries
• Work & Auto Injuries
• Chronic Pain
• Preventative Care

608-897-2136
2504 1st Center Avenue
Brodhead, WI 53520
Most Insurances Accepted

CONSIGNY LAW FIRM, S.C.

Mark Schroeder Mike Faust

Brodhead Location
1030 1st Center Avenue

608-897-2116

Web site
http://www.janesvillelaw.com

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
A limited Liability Organization

Mark Kopp

WHOLESALE & RETAIL LIMESTONE
3/4”, 1 1/2”, 3” Breaker Rock

608-87 9-2623 • 608-289-2891(Cell)

Ryan Farm 
Quarries

608-879-4089

208 1st Center Ave
Brodhead, WI 53520

Call or Stop By
Call or Stop By

TODAY!
TODAY!

Certified Technicians • Expert Color Matching • Insurance Work Specialists
Computerized Frame Repair • Lifetime Guarantee on Repairs

FREE Loaner Car
with Repairs!

✔ Income tax planning & preparation
✔ Auditing

✔ Bookkeeping
✔ Payroll Services

608-325-5035
Monroe

815-235-3157
Freeport

Appointments Available in Brodhead & Durand

608-897-4700 • Brodhead608-897-4700 • Brodhead
For professional oil or gas burner service call us.

New Installation, Service & Repairs
We service all makes and models of furnaces & air conditioners!

HEATING AND COOLING
OLINOLIN

6 Repairing heavy trucks, tractors & all Ag equipment
6 Detroit Diesel & Cummins Electronic Diagnostics                                                                                                                            
6 Aftermarket parts for all Ag equipment 
6 Clutches, Engine Kits, Steering parts, Water Pumps & More!

MARTIN
TRUCK & TRACTOR LLC

Brodhead, WI  608-897-6445
Custo

m 

Hydrau
lic 

Hoses

DA Lubric
an

ts-

Qualit
y O

ils 

& Grea
se!

Offering mobile 
service on your farm!

Dr. Dan Branson DDS
702 23rd St. • Brodhead, WI 53520

608-897-8645
dentist.brodhead@outlook.com • www.brodheaddental.com

Mon & Wed 8 am-5 pm • Tues 8 am-6 pm • Thurs 8 am-3 pm

Southern Wisconsin Monuments

608-897-2484
http://www.southernwisconsinmonuments.com

South Central 
Chapter Wisconsin 

Farmers Unions
When Grief 

looks a lot like 
Mental Illness

By Betty Anderson
Recently, I spent an entire day in 

bed… when my oldest kitty died… 
Sounds crazy, no?

If I’m honest, I can’t really re-
member a time in my life when I 
wasn’t battling depression. Prob-
ably since adolescence anyhow. I 
don’t remember though when the 
actual word depression came into 
my vocabulary. It just wasn’t talked 
about. Ever. 

I do remember talking to some-
one once, after I was raped in the 
service, in Japan. It was something 
like a box I had to check off to get 
back to work. I was a high function-
ing depressive … until I wasn’t. 

It wasn’t until later in my 40s that 
things began to unravel for me and 
set me on a path to get the help I 
needed. One day, not too long af-
ter 9/11 happened, I ran across an 
old diary that had been kept by my 
grouchy great Aunt Kate, a busy 
body that lived in my Aunt Betty’s 
house. This was her mom and dad’s 
house, the house where everybody 
came to die in my family and that I 
eventually inherited.

Aunt Kate had a room upstairs 
just above the back door where she 
kept track of all the comings and go-
ings in the home. She wrote them 
down in her diary, in her teeny tiny 
handwriting with almost no margin 
at all. Every bit of all the mundane 
minutiae that goes on in a house 
packed with extended family was 
there. Blah, blah, blah… it went on 
and on and on, I could hardly tear 
myself away from it. Ridiculous!

All of a sudden, in the midst of 
the mind-numbing pettiness, I 
learned I had an uncle (my father 
had a brother!) who I was heard 
mentioned, ever. I learned this 
amazing tidbit at the same time I 
learned that he blew his brains out 
in the second-floor bathroom, the 
room next to the bedroom where 
Aunt Kate filled in her petty little di-
ary day after day.

When I asked my aunt about this 
she said yes, that was my brother, 
your Uncle Jim. After finally get-
ting her to talk about him I learned 
he and his best friend joined up the 
service together during WWII. He’d 
seen his buddy decapitated on a 
flight deck and couldn’t get past 
the survivor’s guilt. My aunt also 
told me that he was never ‘strong’ 
mentally. (Maybe her way of saying 
he was emotional? Prone to depres-
sion?)

I couldn’t believe it! Not just that 
it happened, but that it was never 
discussed.608-897-4797

FREE PRESS
1035 1st Center Ave. • Suite 107

Brodhead, WI 53520

Stay informed on 
what’s happening
around our area!!

Your Hometown 
Newspaper
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1601 19th Street (in the heated 
back shed) Zuhlke’s 8th Annual 
Holiday Craft Sale. Sat., Dec. 
7—ONLY, 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Free 
hot chocolate and cookies. Last 
minute specials—deals on 
gift baskets. NEW gift baskets 
and other items, home, yard 
and Christmas decor, metal wall 
hangings, big wind spinners, 
wooden crafts, wooden Packer, 
Badger and tractor signs, 
baby sweaters, baby blankets, 
painted ceramics by Brenda, 
tree ornaments, scrubbies, 
pot holders, dish cloths, plush 
animal doorstops/shelf sitters, 
Kleenex holders, key fobs, sugar 
scrubs, garden goodies, afghans, 
handmade cards, dish towels, 
home and garden, gnomes. 
Christmas items—old and new. 
Shirley Zuhlke, 608-289-5729.

(Continued from page 6)

South Central 
Wisconsin

Craft Sales

For Sale

Firewood for sale, cash only. Call 
608-879-9014.        	         (tf) 

Cox Limestone Repair—All 
tuckpointing and mortar needs 
on stone barnwalls, basements, 
foundations. Call 608-314-4713.      
			           (tf)

FREE PRESS CLASSIFIEDS

Log splitters for rent by the day. 
Dick’s Repair. 608-897-2355.      (tf)
Haile Tree Service, aerial bucket, 
stump grinding. Licensed and 
insured. Call 608-879-9014.        (tf) 

Services

JACK OF ALL TRADES.US—
Snow removal, sidewalks, drive-
ways, ice dams, roof snow 
raking—15 miles from Brodhead. 
Handyman anyhwere. Call 608-
897-2410.       		    (tf)

JUDA HAY SALES LLC. LOCA-
TED AT: Carter and Gruenewald 
east lot, W2898 County Road KS, 
Juda, WI. First and third Saturdays. 
Next sale date—December 7. Sale 
starts at noon. Unloading available 
the day before and the morning of 
the sale. No unloading after 11 a.m. 
Reloading available after the sale. 
Operated by Mike and Holly Hasse, 
phone 608-214-8444, license 
4039.52; Cal Schaver Auctioneer, 
license #451. 		   (12/04)

Hay Sale

Albany Lanes - Scott & Teresa Wahler
212 E. Main Street, Albany • 608-862-3131

Monday Night Mixed League
11/25—High series: Ty Powell 748, Denny Schultz 705, Glayden 

Wahler 699. High games: T. Powell 265, D. Schultz 257, Ryan Flood 
257, Josh Fenwick 257. Fosters Gaming-high team game 1,071 and 
series 3,093. Standings: Bartelt won 14 lost 0, Broughton’s Bar 7-7, 
Albany Lanes 6-8, Fosters Gaming 5-9, Center Tavern 5-9, Beloit 
Chiropractic 5-9. 
Tuesday Shaningans

11/26—High series: Alexis Sies 564, Chris Rosheisen 391, Karrie 
Laws 311, Ted Yaun 507, Larry Ommodt 488, Terry Bund 484. High 
games: A. Sies 203, C. Rosheisen 147, K. Laws 128, L. Ommodt 
196, Lyle Yaun 186, Ted Yaun 180. The Young & The Restless-high 
team game 802 and series 2,326. Standings: Albany Lanes won 35 
lost 21, Misfi ts 33-23, The Young & The Restless 29-27, Clayt’s 
Boomtastic 25-31, Sweet Mini HaHa 24-32, Greightful Dead 22-34. 
Badger

11/26—High series: Brian Purdy 662, Ethan Pfueti 661, Ryan 
Brugger 628, LeRoy Blumer 620, Megan Anderson 453, Kim 
Qualley 426. High games: B. Behnke Purdy 245, Rob Kubesh 
242, L. Blumer 234, E. Pfueti 233, M. Anderson 181, K. Qualley 
150. Jim’s Mechanic Shop-high team game 820 and series 2,410. 
Standings: Jim’s Mechanic Shop won 14 lost 7, Counter Attack 
14-7, Renks 12-9, Decatur Dairy 10-11, TUGS 8-13, Team 6 5-16. 
Wednesday Night Ladies

11/27—High series: Zoe Krattiger 502, Nicole Brewer 466, 
Tara Blumer 460, Jen Cole 454, Marcie Brugger 437. High games: 
N. Brewer 198, M. Brugger 172, Z. Krattiger 172, J. Cole 169, T. 
Blumer 165. Glenn-Ann Ladies-high team game 585. Crystal’s 
Team-high team game series 1,712. Standings: Glenn-Ann Ladies 
won 58 lost 26, Albertson’s 50-34, Stables Bar & Grill 45-39, 
Crystal’s Team 40-44, General Store 38-46, Larson Acres 21-63. 

Amish Community
LOCAL BUSINESSES

Detweiler
& Kauffman

Handcrafted Amish Furniture

Bedroom Sets • Dining Sets • Hutches
Rolltop Desks • Entertainment Centers

Computer Center • Glider Rockers
Lawn Furniture • AND MORE

Custom work - Kitchens, Baths & Built-Ins
W282 Atkinson Rd. • Albany

608-897-8787
OPEN Mon-Sat

9 a.m.-4 p.m.
We accept

Visa, Mastercard
& Discover

Great Buys on Name Brands
Stop in and check us out!

OPEN: Tuesday-Friday 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Saturday 8:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.• Sunday & Monday CLOSED

W363 Atkinson Rd. • Albany, WI 53502
608-897-2867

BENT & DENT GROCERY
Countryside

Custom Built Vinyl Windows
1928 N. Old 92

Evansville, WI 53536
608-882-2743

Where Quality Comes First!

Call Now for
a FREE
Estimate!

Locally Made!

Slider • Patio Doors 
Picture • Double Hung 

Awning • Bay • Casement

16348 Gempler Road
Brodhead, WI 53520

608-897-4307

Specializing in 
outdoor

deck and patio 
furniture

Not long after this, I was having 
lunch with my Aunt Bet and anoth-
er extended family member, Mary 
Beth, when I learned another family 
secret that sent me reeling again. It 
was about my grandma, we called 
her Mimi, who passed away when I 
was in middle school. I learned that 
when she couldn’t ‘snap out of it’ 
after her son’s suicide and her hus-
band’s death from a sudden mas-
sive heart attack; she was sent to 
Delevan to undergo electric shock 
therapy!! Again, I was just stunned! 

Lately, as I think about these 
things, I wonder; what if I had 
known? What if my family had 
been able to talk about such things? 
Would I have learned to process my 
feelings in a more open way, rather 
than stuffing and ignoring until the 
inevitable crumbling of all my de-
fenses later in life? I guess I’ll never 
know the answers to those, and 
many other questions. 

October is a tough month for me 

with many grief milestones. A dear 
friend describes October as her grief 
month. I can relate! It’s a good thing 
to know you are not alone.

As I put the finishing touches on 
this story, I am keenly aware that 
tomorrow is the day we get to vote. 
I say get to, because it is an action, 
an action I get to take to combat the 
low-level anxiety we are all existing 
in right now. Action is necessary to 
do more than just get through. It 
takes action to do more than just 
float along in despair. 

The holidays are nearly upon 
us! A time of gathering and joy for 
many, but for countless others it can 
be a very triggering time. A time you 
are forced to endure the anniver-
sary of a loved one’s passing. A time 
you must inhabit the same space as 
your siblings, your parents, the fam-
ily members of that other political 
or religious persuasion, the touchy-
feely uncle, the abuser nobody be-
lieved you about…the list goes on 
and on. 

Today, I know that grieving is im-
perative for mental health. Today, I 
can choose to take a mental health 
day to remember my dead kitty now 

rather than stuff it away for another 
time. 

You may not be able to do much 
about your circumstances; but there 
is a lot you can do to help yourself 
cope. I’ve been working with Farm 
Well Wisconsin for a while now, in 
fact, I learned that storytelling is 
a great way to learn to talk about 
the things that generally aren’t dis-
cussed in public (or even within our 
families). It’s a great way to learn we 
are not alone, and our suffering is 
not unique to us. You can find out 
more about them and their many 
other resources on their website 
https://farmwellwi.org/ 

As we head into this holiday sea-
son, be kind. Recognize that you 
may not know the whole story about 
even those closest to you. Be kind to 
yourself and do what you need to 
do to be your best self. Know that 
whatever your situation is; you are 
not alone, you are enough, you are 
loved, and you can do this! I love 
you and I am proud of you; no mat-
ter where you are in your mental 
health journey.

24/7 Wisconsin Farmer Wellness 
Hotline 888-901-2558

National Suicide Prevention Hot-
line - Call or text 988

Veteran Crisis Line - Dial 988 and 
press 1 or text 838255 to connect 
with a VA Responder

Betty Anderson and her hus-
band, Dane, are the current stew-
ards at The Old Smith Place outside 
Brodhead. They have been Farm-
ers Union members since 2016 and 
Betty is an alumni of the National 
Farmers Unions Beginning Farmer 
Institute. Betty is a Navy veteran 
and a trauma survivor. She is pas-
sionate about normalizing discus-
sions surrounding mental health. 
She is also her tiny town’s treasurer 
and holds down an off-farm job in 
the housing industry whose focus is 
providing education in financial lit-
eracy and promoting home-owner-
ship as a vehicle to stabilizing some 
of Beloit’s tougher neighborhoods.

South Central Wisconsin Farm-
ers Union is a member-driven 

chapter committed to enhancing 
the quality of life for family farmers, 
rural communities, and all people 
through educational opportunities, 
cooperative endeavors, and civic 
engagement in Rock, Green, and 
Lafayette Counties. 

608-897-4797

FREE PRESS
Your Hometown Newspaper

Can’t make it here 
during office hours?
We  have a night drop 
for your convenience!

Please place items in an envelope!

Albany 
Women’s 
League
Empty 

Stocking 
project

By Teresa Blumer
The Albany Women’s League/

Empty Stocking project is gearing 
up to purchase clothing and win-
ter apparel for kids in our commu-
nity. Please help us to aid families in 
need as they prepare for the season 
and a busy school year. All mon-
etary donations go to the Albany 
Women’s League/Empty Stocking 
The Greenwoods Bank Albany lo-
cation is providing  this service for 
monetary drop off.

Coming soon The Giving Tree is 
an extension of the Empty Stocking 
with the purpose of making sure 
Christmas comes to children whose 
wishes may not be met this season. 
A Christmas tree will be placed in 
the lobby of the Greenwood’s Bank/
Albany with mittens specifying boy 
or girl and their wishes. 

Thank you to all for your gen-
erosity and for purchasing gifts for 
kids in out community. Thank you 
to the Albany Public School for your 
dedication to your students and 
families.

Thank you to the Greenwoods 
Bank staff for providing us the help 
we need to continue this annual 
program for our community of Al-
bany.

Any questions please call 608-
558-8685.




