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Juda School 
District 
Annual 
Meeting 

Summary
Voters at the annual meeting of 

the Juda School District approved a 
mill rate of $9.81 which is a reduction 
from the prior year rate of $10.31. 
The total tax levy for the year will 
be $2,055,945, which is up from the 
prior year of $1,916,485. The break-
down for the tax levy is $1,490,576 
for the General Fund, $445,369 
for Referendum Debt Service and 
$80,000 for the Community Service 
Fund. During the past fiscal year, 
the district was able to increase the 
general fund balance by $338,133. 
It is anticipated the district will not 
adding to the general fund balance 
in the current fiscal year. 

In other action the voters:
•Approved the board salaries of 

$100 for the President, $100 for the 
Clerk, $60 for the Vice President, 
regular meetings of $35 per mem-
ber, special meetings of $25 per 
member and $30 per member for 
the annual meeting.

•Approved the 2025/2026 school 
fees and breakfast/lunch fees.

•Designated the Bank of New 
Glarus-Juda as the official place of 
depository.

•Authorized the board to furnish 
textbooks at the fees the board des-
ignates.

•Authorized the board to furnish 
school lunches at the fees the board 
designates.

•Authorized the board to engage 
Boardman and Clark as legal coun-
sel as needed.

•Approved the district to provide 
transportation services to students.

•Approved to authorize reim-
bursement for board member ex-
penses.

•Set the date for the 2026 annual 
meeting to be held on October 21, 
2026 at 7 p.m. in the Technology 
Lab.

Following the annual meeting, 
the board held a special meeting to 
approve a mill rate of $9.81, which is 
down from the prior year mill rate of 
$10.31. 

On Friday, October 10th, Brodhead Middle School participated in a district wide “pink out” to show support for 
those affected by cancer. Students and staff had the opportunity to guess the amount of pink candies for a prize.

This contest was won by the following: fifth grade—Koby Leu, sixth grad—Jack Elmer, seventh grade—Mia 
Anderson, eighth grade—Roman Whitehead, and staff—Mrs. Tresemer. Pictured are the winners from left to right.

PINK OUT at BMS! 

Albany Lanes - Scott & Teresa Wahler
212 E. Main Street, Albany • 608-862-3131

Monday Night Mixed League
10/20—High series: Robert Murray 714, Jason Shrier 691, Ryan 

Flood 642, Trevor Wahler 641. High games: R. Flood 269, R. 
Murray 237, J. Shrier 235, Tyson Foster 226. Broughton’s Bar-high 
team game 1,083 and series 3,069. Standings: Fosters Gaming won 
102 lost 87, Broughton’s Bar 100-89, Albany Lanes 100-89, Center 
Tavern 96-93, Bartelt 89-100, Beloit Chiropractic 80-109. 
Tuesday Shaningans

10/21—High series: Tammy Neuenschwander 476, Chris 
Rosheisen 343, Linda Neuenschwander 310, Rick Clark 538, Rick 
Josephsen 536, Dan Eaton 495. High games: T. Neuenschwander 
184, C. Rosheisen 136, L. Neuenschwander 130 R. Clark 214, R. 
Josephsen 204, Rick Neuenschwander 184. Sweet Mini HaHa-high 
team game 791. The Young & The Restless-high team series 2,266. 
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HaHa 10-11, The Young & The Restless 9-12, Greightful Dead 2-12. 
Badger

10/21—High series: Josh Brugger 606, Dave Brugger 592, Jim 
Laughlin 585, Brian Purdy 573, Megan Anderson 406, Kim Qualley 
338. High games: Ryan Brugger 244, J. Brugger 244, Ethan Pfueti 
223, B. Purdy 214, M. Anderson 141, K. Qualley 135. Renks-high 
team game 825 and series 2,266. Standings: Renks won 30 lost 19, 
Counter Attack 29-20, Decatur Dairy 28-21, Jim’s Mechanic Shop 
21-28, Team 6 20-29, TUGS 19-30. 
Wednesday Night Ladies

10/22—High series: Kari Johnson 479, Marcie Brugger 462, 
Fran Kubesh 444, Darcy Stephenson 431, Tami Behnke 424. High 
games: K. Johnson 186, T. Behnke 174, F. Kubesh 167, Barb Larson 
163, Angela Grandt 162. Glenn-Ann Ladies-high team game 615 
and series 1,751. Standings: Larson Acres won 40 lost 9, General 
Store 35-14, Glenn-Ann Ladies 32-17, Crystal’s Team 15-34, 
Stables Bar & Grill 14-35, Albertson’s 11-38.
Thursday Afternoon Ladies

10/23—High series: Nancy Salzwedel 463, Debbie Williams 445, 
Laurie Thommen 419. High games: D. Williams 175, L. Thommen 
164, N. Salzwedel 163. Nolte’s Garage-high team game 558 and 
series 1,431. Standings: Nolte’s Garage won 39 lost 17, Knutes 39-
17, Briggs Heating and AC 38-18, Mike’s Flooring 34-22, Albany 
Lanes 16-40.
Thursday Night Mixed

10/23—High series: Brandon Bayrhoffer 748, Rob Kubesh 704, 
Ryan Flood 704, Scott Wahler 704, Tiffany Repa 402. High games: 
S. Wahler 289, B. Bayrhoffer 279, R. Flood 265, R. Kubesh 263, 
T. Repa 156. Albany Lanes-high team game 1,101. Glenn Ann 
Holsteins-high team series 3,074. Standings: Glenn Ann Holsteins 
won 33 lost 23, Attica Bar 33-23, Broughton’s Corner Bar 1 32-24, 
Albany Lanes 29-27, Golz Electric 27-29, Broughton’s Corner Bar 
2 14-42. 
Brodhead Juniors

10/25—High series—boys: Casey Johnson 459, Alexander 
Ramirez-Vogel 409, Jayse Bennett 368, Evan Johnson 341, Tristan 
Modaff 311, Jack Norris 255. High games—boys: C. Johnson 188, 
A. Ramirez-Vogel 151, T. Modaff 149, J. Bennett 138, E. Johnson 
120, J. Norris 100. High series—girls: Taylor Sauer 503, Aubrie 
Bartelt 312, Kelsee Brugger 309, Lily Johnson 277. High games—
girls: T. Sauer 204, K. Brugger 130, A. Bartelt 127, L. Johnson 113.
Brodhead Youth

10/25—High series: Jaxson Brewer 137, Thorin Perrin 122, 
Braxton Normington 47, Ayla Brugger 161, Amelia Fenwick 112, 
Kinslee Brewer 90, Abigail Fenwick 64. High games: J. Brewer 83, 
T. Perrin 74, B. Normington 26, A. Brugger 111, Amelia Fenwick 
59, K. Brewer 51, Abigail Fenwick 38. 

Football contest
The highest scoring football game of the week was Indiana over UCLA, 

56-6. Doug Rezner, Brodhead, won first place with all the correct games. 
Eric VonAllmen, Albany, took second place with two incorrect.

The following had three incorrect games: Curt Elmer and Lynette VonAll-
men, both of Albany; and Ann Schwartz, Dennis Schwartz and Bob Whalen, 
all of Brodhead. 

Green County Child Care 
Network offered Conscious 

Discipline Training
The Green County Child Care Network would like to than Only in Wis-

consin Giving for the recent grant to ensure our child care educators can ac-
cess trainings that would otherwise be cost prohibitive and ensure continu-
ing education requirements are met for child care regulation. Abbi Kruse 
recently provided an all-day training, including lunch, for GCCCN mem-
bers to help them improve their ability to meet children’s social emotional 
needs using conscious discipline, a brain based program. Local school dis-
trict employees and parents were also welcomed to attend. Overall, the pro-
gram teaches the educator to understand their own emotions and the child’s 
emotions to so we can help children better manage their own. It builds re-
silience. We can learn that it is okay to be disappointed or sad. And we learn 
how to manage our response to that. In turn, children can learn from us.

Conscious Discipline is a step in changing the culture to teach self-regu-
lation among children. But really, it’s all about connection. Because connec-
tion brings willingness, and helps a child feel safe so they can learn. There is 
a second, shorter virtual offering in February as well. 

 Other professional development that the network has accessed using 
this grant is partial scholarships for Masters degrees, meeting sensory needs 
of children, and CPR/First Aid. Several members have now completed the 
T-TAP train the trainers ensuring local childcare professionals can become 
mentors and trainers for other network members to meet the specific needs 
of the regulated child care programs in our county.

Call 608-897-4797

FREE PRESS
Please contact us to place 

a community event, an engagement 
or wedding announcement, 

an advertisement, 
or nearly anything else!!

Save a Calf, Save a Cow
The University of Wisconsin Division of Extension is offering a Save A 

Calf, Save A Cow workshop series for dairy and beef producers, and dairy 
workers (in Spanish). This workshop provides information and techniques 
to boost your confidence in preparing the cow for calving, obstetric tech-
niques and newborn calf care.  From transition cow diets and body condi-
tion to recognizing key signs of labor and handling difficult deliveries with 
precision, this program equips you with practical strategies to support both 
cow and calf health. Whether you’re seasoned or new to livestock care, you’ll 
gain hands-on expertise to approach calving with assurance, improve out-
comes, and enhance the well-being of your herd.

Topics covered during the virtual (Zoom) classroom include:
•Getting newborns off to a good start: neonatal calf care and colostrum 

management
•Cow nutrition and management pre- and post-calving health and re-

productive success (breakout into either beef or dairy)
During the in-person session, participants will learn and practice:
•Stages of labor and signs to watch for—when to call for help
•Calving equipment options and function/sanitation/cleaning
•Worker Safety—cow and calf handling/ needles/ PPE/ biosecurity
The series costs $20/person. To attend the in-person session, you must 

have attended a prior Zoom session. For your convenience, you may choose 
an late morning or evening ZOOM and an in-person hands-on combina-
tion that fits your needs:

Zoom Sessions:
•November 5th, 6:30-7:30 p.m.
•November 6th, 11 a.m.-12 p.m. (English and Spanish)
In-person Sessions:
•Gays Mills: November 12th, 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. (English and Spanish)
•Gays Mills: November 12th, 6-7:30 p.m.
•Darlington: November 13th, 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. (English and Spanish)
•Darlington: November 13th, 6-7:30 p.m.
Registrations are due Saturday, November 1 for the English sessions. Reg-

ister online at https://go.wisc.edu/6605sn. Don’t wait to register, participa-
tion is limited to the first 20 paid participants per in-person session.

The University of Wisconsin–Madison Division of Extension provides 
equal opportunities in employment and programming in compliance with 
state and federal law. To request an interpreter, materials in an alternative 
language or format, or other services to make this workshop more acces-
sible, contact Beth Mcllquham at 608-632-0599 or Jackie McCarville at 608-
576-0147.
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STAY 
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www.brodheadfreepress.com
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1601 19th Street (in the heated 
back shed) Zuhlke’s 9th Annual 
Holiday Craft Sale. Sat., Nov. 1 
and Sun., Nov. 2, 8 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Free hot chocolate and cookies. 
Bake sale. NEW gift baskets 
and other items; home, yard 
and Christmas decor; metal wall 
hangings; jewelry; wooden crafts; 
wooden Packer, Badger and John 
Deere signs; cement Packer  and 
Badger statuary; baby sweaters, 
baby blankets; Christmas wreaths, 
centerpieces, tree ornaments; 
scrubbies, pot holders, dish cloths; 
plush animal doorstops/shelf sitters; 
Kleenex holders, key fobs, sugar 
scrubs; garden goodies; afghans; 
handmade cards; decorated pot 
holders and oven mitts, dish towels; 
gnomes; homemade sourdough 
bread; lefse. Christmas items—old 
and new. Shirley Zuhlke, 608-289-
5729.

Craft Sales

Estate Sale

Local & Area Services

Help Wanted

Cox Limestone Repair—All 
tuckpointing and mortar needs 
on stone barnwalls, basements, 
foundations. Call 608-314-4713.      
			           (tf)

FREE PRESS CLASSIFIEDS

Log splitters for rent by the day. 
Dick’s Repair. 608-897-2355.      (tf)

Haile Tree Service, aerial bucket, 
stump grinding. Licensed and 
insured. Call 608-879-9014.        (tf) 

Services

HANDYMAN-HONEY-DO-LIST
Tree/shrub trimming, painting, 
power washing. Call 608-897-
2410. JACK OF ALL TRADES.US       	
			           (tf)

Brodhead

Kit’s Creek Childcare is hiring 
part-time and full-time!

•AMAZING childcare discounts
•No experience necessary
•No weekends/holidays

•Paid holidays
•PTO

•Paid training
•Continuing education 

reimbursement
•Free coursework to become a 

Lead Teacher
•Exclusive quarterly staff events

Call/text Noelle at 608-338-6503 to 
schedule an interview today!
		  (12/31)

N305 E. 2nd Avenue, Fri., Nov. 
6, 8 a.m.-5 p.m. and Sat., Nov. 
7th, 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Furniture, 
miscellaneous household and 
outdoor items, books, DVDs, 
women’s clothing, 2018 Chevy 
Tax for sale—104,000 miles, 
locally serviced/maintained, good 
condition. Property to be listed for 
sale shortly. Any questions, call 
Jason at 608-921-3038.

Teams
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608-897-8447

2508 1st Center Avenue • Brodhead, WI 53520

When you need body work call us first.

Baltimore Ravens 
@

Green Bay 
Packers (Pro)

★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★ ★  ★  ★  ★

Indiana @ Maryland (College

New Glarus/Monticello @ Beloit Turner (HS)

FREE PRESS
Turn to 

Brodhead Free Press 
for your local 

sports coverage!!

FREE PRESS
Minnesota @ Northwestern (C)

Parkview/Albany @ River Ridge NC (HS)

 

1. Pick the winning team listed in 
each advertisement. Write name of 
the team opposite the advertiser’s 
name on the entry blank. 
2. Write the highest number of 
points scored by any one team in 
the space provided on the entry 
form. This will be used to break a 
tie. If a tie remains, one winner will 
be chosen by random drawing from 
all correct entries.
3. One entry per contestant. 
Entry forms must be returned to 
the Brodhead Free Press, 1035 1st 
Center Avenue, Ste. 107, Brodhead, 
WI 53520 by 5 p.m. Friday.

Contest Rules

MAIL OR BRING ENTRY 
FORMS TO THE 

FREE PRESS
1035 1st Center Ave, Ste 107

Brodhead, WI 53520
Letters or entries must 

be at Free Press by 

5 pm
on Friday.

1st Place
Doug Rezner,

Brodhead 
2nd Place

Eric VonAllmen,
Albany

ON THE SQUARE • 1029 16th Ave. • Monroe, WI • 608-325-2600

Tuesday -Friday 9-5
Saturday 9-4

Registered Jewelers
American Gem Society

Diamond Center
Lueckes’

Brodhead, WI
W896 Ten Eyck Rd.

YOUR PERSONAL AUTOMOTIVE SPECIALIST

47
11

56

M-F 8am-5pm
608-897-4889
www.systechauto.com

Master Tech 
of 35 years

Complete Auto  Care
^

and Diesel!
For Your Complete Auto

and Diesel Repair

OFFICIAL ENTRY FORM

NAME  

ADDRESS  CITY PHONE

Arn’s Auto Service

Bank CMG

Bank of Brodhead   

Bank of New Glarus 

Body Crafters

Brodhead Free Press

Exit Professional R/E

Luecke’s Diamond Center

SysTech Automotive

       I think will be the most points scored by one team.

Minnesota Vikings @ Detroit Lions (Pro)

Michigan State @ Minnesota (College

Delavan-Darien @ East Troy NC (HS)

FREE PRESS You’ve tried the rest...
Now read the BEST!!

608-897-4797
1035 1st Center Ave. • Suite 107

Brodhead, WI 53520

Your best source for
local and area news.
Find out online at

www.brodheadfreepress.com

Penn State @ Ohio State (College)

Carolina Panthers @ Green Bay Packers (Pro)

bankcmg.com | 800-224-2324

USCUSC
@ Nebraska@ Nebraska

(College)(College)

Tuesday -Friday 9-5
Saturday 9-4

• Engine Repair• Engine Repair
• Brake Service• Brake Service
• Suspension & Steering• Suspension & Steering
• Oil Changes• Oil Changes

• 4 Wheel Computerized Alignment• 4 Wheel Computerized Alignment
• Tire Sales – Most Brands• Tire Sales – Most Brands
• Hunter Tire Changer & Balancing• Hunter Tire Changer & Balancing
• Exhaust Systems• Exhaust Systems

Complete Automotive Repair ShopComplete Automotive Repair Shop
FOR SERVICEFOR SERVICE
608-897-3330608-897-3330
For Towing & For Towing & 

Radiator ServiceRadiator Service
Call 608-897-8088Call 608-897-8088

• Electrical Systems• Electrical Systems
• Heating & A/C• Heating & A/C
• Radiator Service• Radiator Service
• Transmission Maintenance• Transmission Maintenance

802 2nd Street • Brodhead WI 53520 • M-F 7:30 a.m.-5 p.m. • arnsauto.com
casey@arnsauto.com

2006 1  Center Avenue  Brodhead, WI st

(608) 897-8607
thebankofnewglarus.bank

Chicago Bears @ Cincinnati Bengals (Pro)

Purdue @ Michigan (College)

Rutgers @ Illinois (College)

By Sarah Carpenter, 
Outreach Librarian
By Laura Roth,
Children’s Librarian

Preschool Story Time at Albert-
son Memorial Library focused on 
trees and leaves (appropriately!). 
The stories included Up In The 
Leaves (Boss) and Tap the Magic 
Tree (Matheson). The youngsters 
enjoyed interacting with the stages 
trees go through during the differ-
ent seasons by tapping and swoosh-
ing the trees, counting the apples, 
etc. Then, the true story about Bob 
Redmond, who built treehouses in 
Central Park, New York . . . and then 
lived in them! This week’s craft was 
a multi-media project involving 
crayon rubbings of leaves, stamping 
using paint and paper tubes and a 
torn piece of brown paper creating 
a colorful tree of their own, mim-
icking the trees right outside the 
library!

Next week, the preschoolers will 
revisit the princess theme. Do prin-
cesses really kiss frogs? And how 
many mattresses are needed until 
the pea cannot be detected? The 
princesses might even visit to the 
hair salon . . . can that curly hair be 
combed?

Albertson Memorial Library’s 
Preschool Story Time meets every 
Tuesday morning at 10 a.m., and 
ALWAYS welcomes new kiddos to 
the group. Won’t you join in on our 
fun? 

WHOLESALE & RETAIL LIMESTONE
3/4”, 1 1/2”, 3” Breaker Rock

608-87 9-2623 • 608-289-2891(Cell)

Ryan Farm 
Quarries

608-879-4089

CONSIGNY LAW FIRM, S.C.

Mark Schroeder Mike Faust

Brodhead Location
1030 1st Center Avenue

608-897-2116

Web site
http://www.janesvillelaw.com

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
A limited Liability Organization

Daniel Fabrizius

608-897-4700 • Brodhead608-897-4700 • Brodhead
For professional oil or gas burner service call us.

New Installation, Service & Repairs
We service all makes and models of furnaces & air conditioners!

HEATING AND COOLING
OLINOLIN

Dr. Dan Branson DDS
702 23rd St. • Brodhead, WI 53520

608-897-8645
dentist.brodhead@outlook.com • www.brodheaddental.com

Mon, Tues & Wed 8 am-5 pm • Thurs 8 am-3 pm

Hull Hardwood
FlooringHardwood Flooring Specialists

for Over 40 Years!

Call for FREE estimates at
608-558-6570 • 608-558-1960

608-214-6570

Real 3/4” Hardwood Floor - Not A Thin Laminate
• Custom Hardwood Floors    • New Floors Installed
• Custom Sanding & Finishing of New & Old Floors

Family Owned & Operated
Covering Brodhead & the

Surrounding Areas

Residential & 
Commercial

Brodhead, WI

SIDING & WINDOWS
•Tear Offs 
•New Roofs 
•Licensed & Insured

•Shingles 
•Rubber 
•Steel 

•Residential
•Commercial
•Barns

608-897-4547 • www.doddroofi ng.net

Bobannas 
pizza

102 N Water Street • Albany, WI
608-862-3174

HOURS: Wed, Fri, Sat 11 a.m.-LATE • Sun 4 p.m.-LATE
$3 off any 16” 2 topping pizza!!

Town & Country Insurance Services, Inc.
Small enough to know you large enough to insure you!

200 E. Main Street. • Albany, WI
608-862-3271

kfey@tcins1.com
www.tcins1.com

Kelley Fey
Agent, Owner

IN ALBANY, WISCONSIN!

FREE PRESS You’ve tried the rest...
Now read the BEST!!

608-897-4797
1035 1st Center Ave. • Suite 107

Brodhead, WI 53520

Your best source for local and area news, serving
four Wisconsin communities and 5,900 homes. Call 608-897-4797

FREE PRESS
Please contact us to place 

a community event, 
an engagement or 

wedding announcement, 
an advertisement, 

or nearly anything else!!

Your Hometown Newspaper
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By Sarah Carpenter, 
Outreach Librarian
By Cindy Clint,
Outreach Coordinator

Here’s what’s happening during 
the month of November at the Alb-
ertson Memorial Library:

Every Tuesday at 10 a.m., gather 
with us for Preschool Storytime led 
by our Children’s Programming 
Specialist, Miss Laura. Each week, 
we’ll explore captivating tales that 
highlight:

•Princesses
•Canines and felines
•Animals and nature
•Things that go
Additionally, on months with a 

fifth Tuesday, we’ll introduce a spe-
cial bonus theme. Come and enjoy 
a delightful mix of stories and crafts!

The Albany Joint Library Board 
Meeting is scheduled to take place, 
at the library, on Tuesday, Novem-
ber 4th at 6:30 p.m. This meeting 
is open to everyone. The agenda 
will be available on our website and 
posted at the library the Friday prior 
to the meeting. Join us to discover 
the library’s future plans!

Don’t miss Craft Night with Di-
ane on Wednesday, November 5th 
at 6:30 p.m., where you’ll have the 
opportunity to learn how to create 
a beautifully illuminated pumpkin 
centerpiece that will light up your 
Thanksgiving table! Can’t make it? 
No worries! You can collect a kit 
from the library anytime during No-
vember and enjoy crafting this proj-
ect whenever it suits you!

The Friends of the Albertson Me-
morial Library group will be meet-
ing on Thursday, November 6th at 
6 p.m. Stop in to find out what this 
group is all about while lending a 
hand in planning and preparing for 
the library’s upcoming Snack with 
Santa event!

Embark on an unforgettable 
journey in our Dungeons and Drag-
ons campaign, “Shadows of the 
Infinite Staircase,” taking place on 
Saturday, November 8th and 22nd 
at 4 p.m.! Immerse yourself in a 
thrilling adventure as you assist the 
Guildmaster in lifting a shadowy 
curse from the mystical staircase. 
Jump in anytime—no need for a 
magical portal! If you missed the 
character creation party, give us a 
shout to arrive early and get your 
hero ready. This campaign is ideal 
for adventurers aged 15 and older. 
On the fence? Curious about the 
chaos and camaraderie? Check out 
our Facebook and Instagram for 
thrilling recaps of past sessions!

Unleash your creativity with the 
Creative Capers! Dive into craft 
night fun with us on Friday, Novem-
ber 21st at 6 p.m.

Join the Sugar River Writer’s on 
Monday, November 24th at 6:30 
p.m. and allow your literary side to 
soar! Participants of all skill levels 
are invited. Please note that this 
event has been rescheduled from its 
regular day due to the holiday.

Join the discussion with All 
Booked Up. On Monday, Novem-
ber 24th at 6:30 p.m., come engage 
in a conversation about “The Tat-
tooist of Auschwitz” by Heather 
Morris. This inspiring tale empha-
sizes themes of hope and courage, 
illustrating the duality of human 
nature—the coexistence of calcu-
lated brutality alongside spontane-
ous, selfless acts of love.

The library will be closed in 
observation of Thanksgiving on 
Thursday, November 27th. We will 
reopen on Friday, November 28th. 

Please follow us on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/Alb-
ertsonMemorialLibrary, Instagram 
https://www.instagram.com/al-
bertsonmemoriallibrary or check 
out our calendar of events on our 
website at https://www.albertsonli-
brary.org for additional information.

Local artist pursues 
dream

By Kaitlyn Van Wyhe
“Don’t let anyone say that you can’t. You should do what you love,” said 

Robert Lawrence, a Brodhead artist, who has spent his life doggedly pursu-
ing his dream in spite of the stroke he had at birth. 

In his 24 years, Robert has never let his perceived “disability” stop him 
from doing what he loves. The moment he first picked up a pencil to draw, 
he knew he’d found his passion. 

“I was like seven or eight years old, and I just remember having got in 
trouble with my grandma so she’d grounded me.” He smiled at the memory. 
“I asked her what I was to do since I was so bored. And she said, ‘Why don’t 
you try drawing?’” 

By the time he was ten, he picked up a paint brush and people took no-
tice. A newspaper article reported his newfound talent when he was still 
small. 

“I would say I’ve always had the gift.” He shrugged. “Ever since I was lit-
tle, people said my artwork looked like someone older had done it.” 

Through the years, he honed his craft little by little. Originally, he wanted 
to be a graphic designer, but now he is what he describes as a manga artist. 
Manga is a Japanese comic art style. So far, he has helped create 100 color-
ing books, written and illustrated 15 manga comic books of his own, written 
a stage play, designed over 50 different greeting card and notebook covers, 
and drawn and painted a variety of portraits, still-lifes, and landscapes. 

“I think drawing faces is my strength. The overall human form is hard 
though,” he said.

At the moment, he has stopped painting to focus more on his drawings, 
particularly with colored pencils, as he prefers impressionist styles. He en-
joys drawing landscapes “at a glance” and creating artwork from memory, 
fixating less on details and more on the emotions and feelings invoked by 
the piece. He loves pencil sketching because he can make it look either like 
a painting or a photo, depending on his purpose, and it allows him more 
control over lines and placement. “It’s less messy than paint.” 

Robert shook his head when asked about themes and emotions. “I want 
people to be able to look at my work and smile.” 

He doesn’t create his art to portray any particular themes or emotions, 
but rather he wants people to see the beauty of the work at face value. 

Of all his creations, he said he enjoys creating his comics best as he has 
been an avid collector, reader, and writer of them for years. Naruto, a manga 
that follows a teenage ninja, is one of his favorites. His own comics are teen 
dramas set in a contemporary high school following the lives of various 
teens. 

“I use Ohuhu markers for the front covers of my comic books. It makes 
them streaky.” 

His eyes lit up as he explained how he draws his comics in the manga 
style using pencil on copy paper for the original sketches and then fills them 
in with a dipping pen using black India Ink. He uses black sharpie for the 
edges. 

People react with disbelief when he shares his work. “People’s eyes go 
wide and their mouth drops open. Every. Time. You don’t normally see peo-
ple who’ve experienced a stroke having artistic abilities.”  

In his own sphere, he hasn’t seen many artists with strokes and that has 
led him to feel a bit alone in the field, but he says he has never met anyone 
who has treated him or his art poorly. The only misconceptions are how 
many people seem to believe that because of his stroke he can’t or shouldn’t 
be able to create art. “Every artist should get noticed,” Robert said. “Every-
one should have a chance.”

His advice for aspiring artists with disabilities: “Don’t let anything hold 
you back from pursuing your art.” 

None of his family are artists, but he says his grandmother has always 
supported and encouraged him. Currently, he works with the Brodhead 
Register Print Center to print his work. 

“It’s been a lot of fun. It also helps my art get to more people.” He loves 
sharing his work. 

People may purchase his greeting cards, which include thank yous, birth-
days, and special occasion cards, at the Register Print Center. They portray 
art ranging from butterflies and bees, to dogs, sea creatures, flowers, land-
scapes, and portraits. 

Those interested in buying Robert’s art may contact Robert at dkam-
lager@gmail.com or visit the Register Print Center at 918 W. Exchange Street 
for more information. 

Robert with two of his pieces of art. “The Girl with Purple 
Flowers,” is a canvas print which his grandmother 
proudly displays in their home. “The Two Swans” is 
another example.

An example of one of 
Robert’s Manga inspired 
journal covers.

“The Howling Wolf,” one 
of Robert’s nature themed 
works done in colored 
pencil.
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Green County 
Kicks Off 

Local Wealth-
Building 

Effort with 
Inspiring 

Community 
Breakfast 

Event
More than 150 community mem-

bers gathered at Turner Hall in Mon-
roe Friday, October 10 for a dynamic 
and energizing breakfast event that 
marked the beginning of an ambi-
tious new chapter for Green County.

Hosted by the Green County De-
velopment Corporation (GCDC), 
the Community Foundation of 
Southern Wisconsin (CFSW), and 
UW Extension–Green County, the 
event served as the local launch-
pad for exploring the creation of a 
Community Investment Fund—a 
sustainable, locally-driven fund de-
signed to support projects in hous-
ing, entrepreneurship, childcare, 
and more. The goal: to keep local 
dollars circulating locally and em-
power residents to shape their own 
economic future.

The event featured keynote re-
marks from Jeff Yost, President and 
CEO of the Nebraska Community 
Foundation, whose compelling 
presentation spotlighted Nebraska’s 
statewide success in community 
wealth-building and grassroots en-
dowment development. Attendees 
were challenged to imagine what’s 
possible when a community comes 
together to invest in itself.

Yost was joined by co-authors of 
the book Pulling Together: A hand-
book for Community Change, Tom 
Mosgaller and Mike Breininger. 
The three are currently traveling the 
state as part of a tour focused on the 
book and creating timely conversa-
tion around ownership, belonging, 
and the power of place-based solu-
tions.

“This breakfast isn’t just an 
event,” said Olivia Otte, GCDC Ex-
ecutive Director. “It’s the beginning 
of something bigger. We’re explor-
ing how Green County can build a 
fund by us, for us—one that sup-
ports real needs and real ideas, right 
here at home.”

Throughout the morning, there 
were lively discussions and mo-
ments of reflection, as community 
members responded to the call to 
action. Following the breakfast, a 
smaller roundtable session was held 
in the Turner Hall Ratskeller, where 
participants dug deeper into next 
steps, shared personal inspiration, 
and began mapping out how Green 
County could model successful 
strategies from across the Midwest.

Next steps will include continued 
community conversations, strategic 
planning, and stakeholder engage-
ment around the formation of the 
Community Investment Fund.

For those who missed the event 
and would like to learn more, con-
tact GCDC at 608-328-9452 or 
gcdc@greencountydevelopment.
com.
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STAY INFORMED... 
                  wherever you are!


