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Brodhead
4th of July 

parade
The Fourth of July parade at 

noon  on Saturday, July 4, begins 
near the police department and 
travels north on West 3rd Avenue, 
past Putnam Park to 3rd Street, east 
on 3rd to Cedar Avenue, then north 
to Alpine Street, ending at Legion 
Park. Contact Jeremy Pinnow & As-
sociates at 608-897-2013 to register. 
Line-up starts at 11:30 p.m.

Ask for
Al Timm

100 Used Vehicles To Choose From
100 New Chevrolets In Stock!!!
Eight Chevrolet Certifi ed Technicians

to get your vehicle in and out fast!
We have loaners available for big jobs!

Pick Up and Delivery within 20 miles!

369 Union Street, Evansville, WI 53536 • Cell 608-289-9594 • Business 608-882-4803 • Email atimm@symdon.com

Hours
Monday thru Friday
8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

� ursday by appointment
Saturdays 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Join the celebration of our na-
tion’s 250th birthday. Thanks to a 
great community effort, along with 
the support of the Brodhead Jaycees 
and Brodhead Lions, this will be a 
night you won’t want to miss.

The Jaycees and the Brodhead 

Brodhead Fireworks Extravaganza 
Friday, July 3rd in Putnam Park

Lions Club will be hosting a food 
stand starting at 6 p.m. They will be 
serving brats, hot dogs, popcorn, 
drinks and other snacks. Come ear-
ly to get a good seat for the fireworks 
and spend family time in the park. 

At 7:30 p.m. there will be a reading 
of the Declaration of Independence. 
The Pirate 95.1 FM radio station will 
be airing and playing family friendly 
music. Fireworks will start at dusk.

They hope to see you all there.

Save the 
Date

During Brodhead Covered 
Bridge Days plan to attend the 
Car—Truck Show on Sunday, Au-
gust 9, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Kel-
sch Machine, 1805 E. 9th Avenue.

They will also be celebrating the 
community’s heritage with mu-
sic, food and fun on Friday, August 
7 through Sunday, August 9, on 
County T and 19th Street. They will 
be featuring vintage Massey Harris 
tractors!

208 1st Center Avenue • 
OPEN DAILY Noon - 9 p.m. 

Storms cleared away last Sunday to set the stage for Ghosts in the Room band at the 
ongoing Twilight in the Park series. This Sunday it will be Grass Attack providing the 
entertainment. (Free Press photo by Teresa Earleywine)

We Stand
We Stand, to honor all the lost 

comrades, brothers, sisters, fathers 
and mothers that never made it 
back home from the all the wars, 
battles and confrontations since the 
Civil War. We hold these memories 
of their deeds and actions as sacred.

We Stand, also to honor all the 
comrades, brothers, sisters, fathers 
and mothers that survived the con-
frontations and battles and came 
back home only to relive all the hor-
rors of what they saw, lived through 
and were or are living with to this 
day.

We Stand, for their unselfish 
deeds or actions that have kept this 
country free because of the brave. 
Many of those living battle heroes 
never talk about what they did, saw, 
or heard. Because of their silence, 
many of these heroes are over-
looked or not recognized for their 
deeds.

We Stand, to tell them that they 
are recognized and we see and re-
spect them!

WE STAND
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CHURCH DIRECTORY

Albany United Methodist Church, 
500 Park Street, Albany. 608-862-3206, 
Elizabeth Staniforth-Seamster, Pastor. 
Sunday worship 9 a.m. Adult Sunday 
school 10 a.m. Open Communion each 
1st Sunday. Check our web page at 
albanyumchurch.com. 

~~~~~~~
Bethany Lutheran Church, 1652 West 

Church Road, Brodhead. 608-897-4158. 
Pastor position currenlty open. Interested 
candidates may reach out via Facebook 
or call Bethany Lutheran Church directly. 
Sunday school 8:45 a.m.; Sunday wor-
ship service 10 a.m. Holy Communion 
first Sunday of each month.

~~~~~~~
Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 405 E. 

9th Ave, Brodhead. Phone: 608-897-2341 
Email: office@bethlehembrodhead.org. 
Website: www.bethlehembrodhead.org. 
Sunday in-person worship with Commu-
nion at 9 a.m. Online worship option via 
Facebook—Bethlehem Lutheran Church. 
Bingo the second and fourth Thursdays 
of each month at 6:30 p.m., doors open at 
5:30 p.m. 

~~~~~~~
Congregational United Church of 

Christ, E201 23rd Street, Brodhead. 608-
897-2917. Pastor Shawn Stapleton. Sun-
days: 9 a.m. worship June through Au-
gust. No Sunday school for the summer 
months. Nursery is available for those 
who desire. Communion first Sunday 
of each month—Gluten Free Options. 
Quilting and crafts workshop every 
Wednesday at 9 a.m. AA meetings Tues-
day and Thursday at 7 p.m.   

~~~~~~~
Grace Independent Baptist Church, 

Hwy. 81, three-quarter of a mile east of 
junction with 11, Brodhead. Donald Adams, 
Pastor. 608-897-8484. 9:30 a.m. Sunday 
school, 10:30 a.m. morning worship, 6 p.m. 
evening service. Wednesday 6 p.m. service.

~~~~~~~
Juda-Zion Community Church, 

N2350 Church Street, 608-934-5398. 
Mark Woodward, Pastor. Worship service 
9 a.m. No Sunday school until Labor Day 
Sunday.

~~~~~~~
Living Word Church, 3825 S. County 

Road T, Brodhead. 608-897-8246. Pas-
tor Russ Doebler. Web site: livingwordwi.

Chris Speich, owner

Offi ce 608-897-3366

• Gasoline
• Fuel Oil
• Gasohol

• Premium Diesel

org. E-mail: ptl@livingwordwi.org. Adult 
Sunday school 9 a.m.; Sunday service at 
10 a.m. worship at church and also via 
live stream at livingwordwi.org/media; 
Wednesday evening Impact Youth 6 p.m.

~~~~~~~
Magnolia Christian Church, located 

on County A just off Hwy. 213. Services 
are Saturday night at 6:30 p.m. and can 
be viewed on their Facebook page. Call 
608-449-6510 for more information.

~~~~~~~
Oakley-Union United Methodist 

Church, W2388 Gerber Road, Juda, 608-
293-4232. Pastor Jadyn Meyer. Worship 9 
a.m. Children’s Sunday school Septem-
ber-May 9 a.m. 

~~~~~~~
St. Peter Lutheran Church (WELS), 

corner of West 5th Avenue and 17th 
Street. www.stpeterlutheranbrodhead.
org. Pastor Tyler Swiderski. Cell 612-270-
2591, church 608-618-6090. Schedule—
Sundays: worship 9 a.m.; Bible class and 
Sunday school 10:15 a.m. 

~~~~~~~
St. Patrick Catholic Church, 410 E. 

State Street, Albany, part of Christ the 
King Pastorate. Fr. Chahm Gahng, Pas-
tor. Mass on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays at 
8 a.m. www.ctk-p.org, 608-325-9506 or 
secretary@ctk-p.org.

~~~~~~~
St. Rose of Lima Catholic Church, 

1005 W. 2nd Avenue, Brodhead, part 
of Christ the King Pastorate. Fr. Chahm 
Gahng, Pastor. Mass on the 1st, 3rd and 
5th Sundays at 11 a.m. www.ctk-p.org, 
608-325-9506 or secretary@ctk-p.org.

~~~~~~~
St. Victor Catholic Church, 1760 

14th Street, Monroe, part of Christ the 
King Pastorate. Fr. Chahm Gahng, Pas-
tor. Mass on Monday 6:15 p.m., Tuesday 
through Friday 8:15 a.m., Saturday 4 
p.m., Sunday 8 and 10 a.m. www.ctk-p.
org, 608-325-9506. Fully accessible for 
people with disabilities.

~~~~~~~
United Methodist Church of Brod-

head, 501 1st Center Avenue, Brodhead. 
608-897-2515. Pastor Francois Mukosa. 
Church office hours: Monday through 
Friday, 9 a.m.-noon. In-person worship 
at 10 a.m. Sundays. Fully accessible for 
people with disabilities. Nursery avail-
able. Services live streamed on Facebook. 

Advertising
Deadline:

Friday, 5 p.m.

DL Newcomer 
Funeral Home

Jarod & Tania Williams
1105 E. 9th Ave. • Brodhead

608-897-2484
www.dlnewcomerfuneralhome.com

Funeral and
Cremation Services

OBITUARIES

SOFTBALL

34th Annual 
Gap Church 
Hymn Sing

The 34th Annual Gap Church 
Hymn Sing Fundraiser will be held 
on Sunday, August 16, at 1 p.m. Mu-
sic will be by Ernie Saunders and 
the group “In Bed By Nine”. There is 
no charge and refreshments will be 
served. A free-will offering is appre-
ciated. The church and cemetery 
are located at W2401 State Hwy 59, 
Albany. 

The Gap Church and Cemetery 
was established in 1853 and built in 
1856 under the name of “Monticello 
Prairie Baptist Church and Cem-
etery”. The name Gap Church was 
given by the local people that lived 
in the area because of its location 
between two hills. Eventually the 
name just faded away and became 
the Gap Church and Cemetery. 

This event is sponsored by the 
Gap Church Museum, Inc. a 501(c)
(3) nonprofit organization dedi-
cated to the preservation and res-
toration of the Gap Church and 
Cemetery. They recently completed 
the refurbishing of the six large 
windows in the church and the two 
partial windows in the church en-
tryway. Next comes the windows in 
the community hall.

Contacts are Craig Roth at 608-
558-5280, Laurie Exum at 608-897-
6990 and Jane Copus at 608-214-
8289. 

A LITTLE GOOD NEWS 

608-897-8447

SPONSORED BY:SPONSORED BY:
“The most common way people
give up their power is thinking

they don’t have any.” 
~ Alice Walker

� e kings of the earth set themselves. . .against the Lord, and against his 
anointed. . He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall have them in 

derision.                         ~Psalm 2:2, 4
� e Lord wept over Jerusalem because of their unbelief. Today He weeps over an 

unbelieving world again. However, His weeping will one day turn to laughter, as in de-
rision He will judge those who are vainly trying to rule this world without Him. But as 
an individual, you don’t need to wait for that day. Turn from your sin and trust the One 
who loved you enough to die for you. Invite Him into your heart to be your Saviour and 
Lord.     —David Croudace

Behold, He weeps o’er Jerusalem! His soul with pity doth thrill;
He would have saved them, but “they would not,” 
� us He died on Calv’ry’s Hill.        —John Wesley

Sponsored by: Brodhead Gospel Hall
2409 E. 3rd Avenue, Brodhead, WI 53520

Tuesday Night Masters’ 
League

Tuesday’s 6/23 results: The Bar 
2 defeated The Bar 1 11-8; Beef and 
the Boys defeated Bridges Bar & Gill 
1 17-5. 

Season standings: Bridges Bar 
& Gill 2 won 4 lost 0; Beef and the 
Boys 3-2; The Bar 1 1-4; The Bar 2 
3-2; Bridges Bar & Grill 1 1-4.

Cynthia 
Ann “Cindy” 

Saunders
Cynthia Ann “Cindy” Saunders, 

age 75, passed away surrounded 
by the memories of a life well lived. 
Cindy was born on May 6, 1951, in 
Brodhead, Wisconsin, to Bill and 
Joanne Saunders. Cindy spent her 
early years enjoying life in Brod-
head and later lived in Evansville 
and Janesville before making her 
home in Beloit. She married La-
Vaughn Rice in the Dominican Re-
public, and together they shared 
many cherished memories. 

For many years, Cindy lived cou-
rageously with Multiple Sclerosis. 
In 2017, she became a resident of 
Autumn Lake Health Care in Beloit, 
where she formed many meaning-
ful friendships with both staff and 
fellow residents. She greatly enjoyed 
their companionship and kindness, 
and they brought much joy to her 
life. 

Cindy will be lovingly remem-
bered by her son, Christopher Cox; 
her granddaughter, Casey and her 
sister, Violet; Cindy’s sister, Reva 
Saunders; her brother, Ernst Saun-
ders and his wife, Donna; as well 
as many extended family members 
and friends whose lives she touched 
through her warmth and friendship. 

She will be deeply missed and 
fondly remembered by all who 
knew her. 

May her memory be a blessing to 
those who loved her. 

Memorial Services were held on 
Monday, June 29, at Autumn Lake 
Healthcare at 2 p.m. with Chaplain 
Mark Maxted officiating.

A Graveside Service was held at 
Greenwood Cemetery in Brodhead 
on Tuesday, June 30, at 2 p.m. with 
Father Bart Timmerman officiating.  

Arrangements provided by Ever-
son Funeral Home, Brodhead

Patrick H. 
Croake

Patrick H. Croake, age 69, of 
Brodhead, formerly of Monroe, died 
Monday, June 22, 2026 at St. Mary’s 
Hospital. Patrick was born on Au-
gust 21, 1956 near Chicago, the son 
of James and Lillian (Bendinger) 
Croake. He graduated from Beloit 
Catholic High School and served in 
the U.S. Army until his discharge in 
1987.

He is survived by his wife, Doro-
thy Croake; two sons: A.J. Eller of Al-
abama, and Shawn (Jayme) Croake 
of Janesville; four grandchildren; a 
brother, Martin Croake; and a sister, 
Shelly Croake. 

Cremation rites will be accorded 
and no services will be held. The 
Newcomer Funeral Home, Monroe, 
is assisting the family. Condolences 
may be shared at www.newcomer-
funeralhom.net

 I want to thank the Fritz Zibolsky/Brodhead Lions Club for 
choosing me as a recipient of their scholarship. It will help me 
futher my schooling.
 Thank you,

BRYNN HARRISCall 608-897-4797

FREE PRESS
Please contact us to place 

a community event, 
an engagement or 

wedding announcement, 
an advertisement, 

or nearly anything else!!

Your Hometown Newspaper

608-897-4797

FREE PRESS
Please contact us to place a community event, 

engagement/wedding announcement, 
an advertisement, or nearly anything else.608-897-4797

FREE PRESS
Your Hometown Newspaper

Can’t make it here 
during office hours?
We  have a night drop 
for your convenience!

Please place items in an envelope!
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AROUND TOWN
ACTIVITIES Runaas 

Family 
Reunion

The Runaas Family Reunion will 
be held Sunday, July 12th at the Al-
bany Village Park, 201 Sugar River 
Parkway. It starts at 1 p.m. Please 
bring your own table service and a 
dish to share. Coffee and water will 
be furnished.

Kindly spread the word with your 
immediate family. Any questions 
please contact Jim Runaas at 608-
862-2220.

GIVE MORE LIFE
The Brodhead Blood Drive will be held Monday, July 6, from noon 

to 5 p.m. at Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 405 E. 9th Avenue, Brodhead. 
For an appointment call 1-800-RED-CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or 

visit RedCrossBlood.org. Walk-ins welcome! 
Come give blood Monday, June 29 to Sunday, July 12, for a classic 

American Red Cross x Looney Tunes t-shirt, limited quantity.

SCHWARTZLOW FAMILY REUNION
Schwartzlow descendants are having their family reunion on Satur-

day, July 11, at Putnam Park, 6th Street and W. 3rd Avenue, in Brodhead. 
The shelter house is reserved from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. They plan on eating 
at noon.

If you plan on staying to eat, please bring a dish to pass. Chicken, 
ham, table service and bottled water will be provided. Spread the work 
to other family members.

If questions, call Rita (Ringhand) Vickers at 608-897-2082.

There is no delay in

service for the

Independence Day Holiday.

Your collection will

take place on

Friday, July 3rd.

NORMAL PICKUP ON JULY 3rd

TRASH AND RECYCLING CUSTOMERS
NO PICKUP ON THANKSGIVING!

Trash & Recycling Customers:

HAPPY THANKSGIVING!

www.pellitteri.com
(608) 257-4285

Due to the Thanksgiving 
Holiday, City of Brodhead 

residents normally 
serviced on Friday will be 

serviced instead on 
Saturday, November 28th.

HAPPY 4TH OF JULY

6:00 ~ 8:00 p.m. • Veterans Park
All concerts will be held on Sunday evenings from 6-8 p.m.

Bring your lawn chairs/blankets—Reminder: dogs are not allowed in city 
parks. Concerts are FREE to the public - come and enjoy!

Twilight in the Park

Sunday, July 5th
Grass Attack
(New Grass, County & Folk)

FFA Supporters - pork chop sandwiches,
brats, popcorn & lemonade

Coordinated by the B.I.D. Board

BINGO!!
BIG CASH PAYOUTS!!

(Running Progressive Pot)
� ursday, July 9th 

 Continuing 2nd and 4th � ursdays of each month!

Doors open at 5:30 p.m. 
 Bingo starting at 6:30 p.m.
Food stand open at 5:30 p.m.

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
405 E 9th Ave, Brodhead, WI

608-897-2341

CHANGING JOBS?
Don’t leave your
401(k) BEHIND

JEREMY PINNOW
& ASSOCIATES INC.

Financial Services

922 W. Exchange St. 
Brodhead, WI 53520

1005 Cameron Dr. - Suite 1 
Durand, IL 61024

Securities and investment advisory services offered through Osaic Wealth, Inc. member FINRA/SIPC. Osaic 
Wealth is separately owned and other entities and/or marketing names, products or services referenced here are 
independent of Osaic Wealth.

608-897-2013

“Little Golf” and Grill 
Event honors 34-year 
legacy of generosity 

and care
The Monroe Clinic and Hospital Foundation hosted its 34th annual 

“Little Golf” and Grill fund-raiser on Tuesday, June 2 in New Glarus, raising 
more than $67,000 to support local hospice services that provide compas-
sionate care to individuals and families during some of life’s most critical 
moments.

The evening began with an optional round of miniature golf at Swissland 
Mini Golf Course, followed by the familiar sound of traditional alphorns 
calling guests to dinner at 6 p.m. A meal was served at Chalet Landhaus Inn 
at 6:30 p.m., continuing a long-standing tradition rooted in Swiss heritage 
and community connection.

This year’s event carried special significance as attendees honored the 
life and legacy of Hans Lenzlinger, whose vision and generosity helped 
shape “Little Golf” and Grill from the event’s conception. Lenzlinger’s deep 
pride in his Swiss heritage and passionate commitment to hospice care have 
left a lasting imprint on the event and the community.

“’Little Golf’ and Grill has always been about more than just a fund-rais-
er, it’s about community, compassion, and ensuring hospice care is avail-
able when families need it most,” said Jane Sybers, Executive Director of the 
Monroe Clinic and Hospital Foundation. “This year, we felt that connection 
even more deeply as we honored Hans and the incredible legacy he built.”

A smaller, more intimate group of long-time supporters attended this 
year’s event, many of whom are now recognized as Legacy Donors. This 
acknowledges those who have helped build and sustain the event over its 
34-year history.

“It was an emotional evening that truly reflected unity, generosity, and 
purpose,” Sybers added. “Our donors continue to step forward in remark-
able ways, ensuring every patient and family receives the dignity and care 
they deserve.”

With the leadership and blessing of Lenzlinger’s family, the Foundation 
announced that beginning in 2027 the event will evolve into the Hans Len-
zlinger Family Day of Giving. While still held annually on a Tuesday in early 
June, the future simpler, more sustainable model may not center on a single 
physical gathering. Instead, it will expand opportunities for families and 
supporters to contribute in meaningful, flexible ways while continuing to 
support local hospice care.

Sponsorships will remain the cornerstone of the initiative, helping to 
maintain the high level of care families rely on, honor Lenzlinger’s values, 
and carry this important legacy forward for generations.

For more information about the Monroe Clinic and Hospital Foundation, 
please visit givetossmhealth.org. 

Tropical 
Trek at 

St. Peter 
Evangelical 

Lutheran 
Church

You’re invited to join St. Peter 
Evangelical Lutheran Church for 
Tropical Trek, their Vacation Bible 
School open to all children from 
Kindergarten up through seventh 
grade. The camp will run from 
Wednesday, July 8-Friday, July 10, 
from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Come and sing 
songs, play games, make crafts, and 
study the Word of God with them. 
Snacks and lunch will both be pro-
vided. Parents especially will want 
to come Friday afternoon for their 
closing ceremony (refreshments 
provided), and again on Sunday, 
when the VBS kids will have the 
chance to sing in the 9 a.m. Sunday 
worship service! With this free pro-
gram, they’re hoping to get to know 
the members of our community, 
form some friendships, and show 
you what they’re all about here at 
St. Peter. If you’d like to know more 
about their Vacation Bible School, 
or the other services St. Peter pro-
vides, there’s a few ways to reach 
them. Call or text the church phone 
at 608-618-6090. Check out their 
website, StPeterLutheranBrodhead.
com, for online registration. And 
if you’d like to get acquainted with 
their pastor, he’d love to hear from 
you as well! Call or text Pastor Tyler 
Swiderski at 612-270-2591 or email 
him at pastorswiderski@gmail.
com. The Camp Coordinator, Joyce 
Drewes, can be contacted at 608-
897-4071. In person visits are also 
always welcome. Find them at 1708 
W. 6th Avenue, Brodhead. Look for 
the brown A-frame church! And all 
guests are welcome to join them for 
worship Sunday mornings at 9 a.m., 
but if you’d like to drop by during 
the week, that works, too. 

Camp registration forms can be 
found online, picked up in-person 
in the church building, or by con-
tacting Pastor Swiderski or Joyce 
between the hours of 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Please note, if you wish to en-
roll multiple children, they request 
a separate form for each child. They 
hope you join them, and have a ter-
rific summer! 

608-897-4797

FREE PRESS
1035 1st Center Ave. • Suite 107

Brodhead, WI 53520

Stay informed on 
what’s happening
around our area!!

Your Hometown 
Newspaper
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ACADEMICS
IOWA STATE 
UNIVERSITY 

ANNOUNCES SPRING 
2026 DEAN’S LIST

More than 11,200 Iowa State 
University students have been rec-
ognized for outstanding academic 
achievement by being named to the 
2026 spring semester Dean’s List. 
Students named to the Dean’s List 
must earn a grade point average of 
at least 3.50 on a 4.00 scale while 
carrying a minimum of 12 credit 
hours of graded course work.

Among those named was Savan-
nah Nicole Peterson, Animal Sci-
ence, B.S., of Davis, Illinois.

Hand in 
Hand Adult 
Day Center
Are you caring for a loved one 

who still wants to be active but has 
difficulty due to memory or physi-
cal concerns? Do you worry about 
leaving your loved one home alone 
due to these concerns? Are you 
overwhelmed with the demands of 
being a family caregiver? Hand in 
Hand, Green County’s Adult Day 
Center may be the answer for you!

Hand in Hand is a great loca-
tion for your loved ones who may 
have memory concerns or physical 
limitations that are hindering them 
from getting out and participating 
in social activities. Growing older 
can be an isolative and painful pro-
cess with losses in mobility, memo-
ry and independence and increased 
concerns in depression and social 
isolation. Participating in Hand in 
Hand allows participants to reduce 
some of those concerns. The staff at 
Hand in Hand have witnessed in-
dividuals flourish in their indepen-
dence, improved health and overall 
enjoyment of life after attending the 
program and spending time with 
seniors similar to themselves. The 
program provides a structured and 
supportive environment to give 
your loved one a sense of belonging 
along with personal independence. 
Hand in Hand provides physi-
cal, cognitive and social activities 
throughout the day, touching on 
the important aspects of one’s life to 
keep them healthy.

Hand in Hand is open on Tues-
days and Fridays from 9:30 a.m.-
2:30 p.m. They offer transportation 
to and from the center for Green 
County residents along with a nutri-
tiously balanced meal at the noon 
hour. Participants can attend one 
or both days. Scholarships are avail-
able to help cover the cost with cer-
tain eligibility requirements. 

To learn more about Hand in 
Hand, please contact the ADRC at 
608-328-9499.

ADRC 
of Rock 

County and 
SSM Health 

Offers 
“Healthy 

Living with 
Diabetes”

Program Helps People with Dia-
betes and Pre-Diabetes

In Wisconsin there are 400,000 
adults with Diabetes and 1.45 mil-
lion adults with pre-diabetes. Peo-
ple with diabetes or pre-diabetes 
can improve their health by join-
ing a Healthy Living with Diabetes 
workshop sponsored by the Ag-
ing and Disability Resource Center 
(ADRC) of Rock County and SSM 
Health.  The program has been re-
searched and proven to:

•Improve blood sugar levels and 
A1C

•Increased confidence manag-
ing their diabetes and better health 

•Minimize the adverse effects of 
diabetes, 

•Have fewer doctor visits, ER vis-
its and hospitalizations

In just six weekly sessions 
Healthy Living with Diabetes gives 
participants strategies for managing 
diabetes including techniques to 
deal with symptoms and informa-
tion about healthy eating, appro-
priate use of medication, exercise 
and working effectively with health 
care providers. Participants learn 
to make realistic, achievable action 
plans, share their experiences, and 
help each other solve problems. 
A bonus seventh session includes 
visit from a certified diabetes edu-
cator. This workshop is appropriate 
for adults aged 60+ with diabetes or 
pre-diabetes, or if a person is aged 
60+ caring for someone with diabe-
tes.

The Healthy Living with Dia-
betes series will be offered on six 
Wednesday afternoons from 1-3:30 
p.m. from July 15-August 26, at the 
DWRC on 1717 Center Avenue, 
Janesville, WI 53546. The sug-
gested donation is $20 to cover the 
cost of the class and book “Living a 
Healthy Life.”  Workshop facilitators 
are Wendy Bianchetti, Community 
Health Worker, of SSM Health and 
Lisa Messer, Health Promotion Co-
ordinator of the ADRC. 

For questions, or to register for 
the program by Tuesday, July 7th, 
contact Lisa Messer of the ADRC of 
Rock County at 608-757-5309. One 
may view the complete brochure 
on the ADRC website by searching 
“Health promotion programs Rock 
County” and/ or register online.

The Green County IT Commit-
tee and the Green County Devel-
opment Corporation (GCDC) are 
pleased to announce significant 
milestones in a series of four broad-
band and digital equity initiatives 
made possible through American 
Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funding. 
These efforts reflect a shared com-
mitment to ensuring all Green 
County residents, regardless of 
age, income, or circumstance, have 
meaningful access to the internet 
and the technology needed to thrive 
in today’s connected world.

A Home Internet Reimburse-
ment Program for school-age fami-
lies was the first undertaking, which 
has recently concluded successfully. 
Through this program, 200 reim-
bursement checks totaling $30,000 
were distributed to qualifying Green 
County families enrolled in the free 
and reduced lunch program, pro-
viding $150 per household to off-
set three months of home internet 
costs. In total, 438 children across 
the county benefited from improved 
home connectivity as a result of the 
program. “This program made a 
real difference for hundreds of local 
children who need reliable internet 
access to succeed in school,” said 
GCDC Executive Director Olivia 
Otte. “We are proud of what was ac-
complished and grateful to the fam-
ilies who participated.”

A second parallel reimbursement 
program serving Green County se-
niors and individuals with disabili-
ties remains active. Qualified Green 
County residents may receive $150 
to cover three months of paid home 
Internet bills and may reapply every 
three months as long as funds are 
available. Applications are accepted 
on a first-come, first-serve basis. 

Green County IT Committee 
and GCDC Announce Major 
Progress on Broadband and 

Digital Access Initiatives 
Using ARPA Funds

Eligible residents are encouraged 
to apply by contacting Wendy at 
GCDC at gcdc@greencountydevel-
opment.com or by calling 608-328-
9452.

The third program focusing 
on digital equity and access is the 
Green County Tech Connect pro-
gram, which provides free, refur-
bished computers to residents in 
need. Over the past year, 50 laptops 
have been distributed to eligible 
community members, including 
low-income individuals, seniors 
age 60 and older, veterans, students, 
new businesses, and non-profits. 
The program is ongoing and subject 
to device availability. Residents and 
organizations interested in applying 
can contact the GCDC office.

In addition to the reimburse-
ment and device programs, ARPA 
funds are currently being used to 
install free public Wi-Fi networks 
in communities throughout Green 
County. These infrastructure proj-
ects are designed to extend Internet 
access beyond the home, ensur-
ing residents can connect in public 
spaces across the county.

All public Wi-Fi installations are 
expected to be completed by the 
end of 2026, marking a significant 
milestone in Green County’s com-
mitment to universal digital access.

The Green County IT Com-
mittee and GCDC have partnered 
to administer these digital equity 
initiatives as part of a broader re-
gional strategy to close the digital 
divide. By combining county-level 
coordination with GCDC’s com-
munity development experience, 
the partnership has been able to 
deploy ARPA resources effectively 
and reach residents who need sup-
port most. 

Rotary 
Botanical 
Gardens 

Brings Back 
Dog Days 

of Summer 
August 16 
with New 
Activities, 

Live Music, 
and Tickets 
on Sale Now
The 2nd Annual Dog Days of 

Summer is bigger than ever, featur-
ing Puppy Picasso, a doggy costume 
parade, a custom craft beer release, 
live music by Dan Brusky, food 
trucks, and more. Advance tickets 
include fast pass lane access.

Rotary Botanical Gardens is 
thrilled to announce that the 2nd 
Annual Dog Days of Summer is 
coming back to the Gardens on Sun-
day, August 16, 2026, from 10:00 AM 
to 2:00 PM. Tickets are on sale now 
at https://events.wiscotix.com/e/
dog-days-of-summer-2, and ad-
vance ticket holders will receive fast 
pass lane access at check-in.

After a standout debut that drew 
359 guests and earned a 4.7 out of 
5 rating, this year’s event is expand-
ing with new activities, more food 
options, and a full day of program-
ming designed for dogs and the 
people who love them. Leashed 
dogs of all breeds and sizes are wel-
come throughout the event.

What’s New and Returning in 
2026

This year’s lineup adds several 
brand-new activities alongside re-
turning fan favorites:

Puppy Picasso: Watch your dog 
create a one-of-a-kind painting to 
take home. Each dog becomes the 
artist, and every piece is truly origi-
nal.

Doggy Costume Parade: Show 
off your pup’s best look in a festive 
parade through the Gardens.

Dog/Human Look-Alike Cos-
tume Contest: Do you and your dog 
dress alike? Show up and show out 
for a chance to win.

Dog Days of Summer Craft Beer: 
A custom brew created in partner-
ship with Good Works Brewing Co., 
available exclusively at this event.

Bobbing for Tennis Balls: A 
crowd favorite returns for year two.

Live Music by Dan Brusky: Enjoy 
live performance throughout the 
event.

Food Trucks: Multiple food 
trucks on site serving a variety of 
options throughout the day.

Coffee: Grab a cup from Boda-
cious Brew and settle in for a morn-
ing in the Gardens.

Vendor Marketplace: Local pet 
vendors, artisans, and nonprofit 
dog rescue organizations with com-
plimentary table space.

Limited Edition Dog Days T-
Shirts: A small run of event tees 
available while supplies last.

Doggy Swag Bags: Take home a 
goodie bag for your pup, available 
while supplies last.

Tickets and Fast Pass Lane Ac-
cess

Tickets are $10 per person and 
are available now at https://events.
wiscotix.com/e/dog-days-of-sum-

mer-2. Advance ticket holders re-
ceive fast pass lane access at check-
in, so you can skip the line and get 
straight to the fun.

Children 6 and under are admit-
ted free. Dogs are always free and 
are welcome on leash throughout 
all garden areas. This is a Rain or 
Shine event. Advance purchase is 
strongly encouraged, as capacity 
may be limited.

Supporting the Dog-Loving 
Community

Dog Days of Summer is more 
than a great day out. Rotary Botani-
cal Gardens reserves complimenta-
ry vendor table space for nonprofit 
dog rescue organizations and pet 
welfare groups, giving them a plat-
form to connect with the commu-
nity and share their mission at no 
cost. The Gardens are committed to 
creating an event that gives back to 
the organizations doing vital work 
for dogs in our region. 

IS NOW

CHECK IT OUT!
CHECK IT OUT!

FREE PRESS
FREE PRESS

brodheadfreepress.com

Your Hometown Newspaper

1035 1st Center Ave. • Suite 107
Brodhead, WI 53520

608-897-4797
Call 608-897-4797

FREE PRESS
Please contact us to place 

a community event, an engagement 
or wedding announcement, 

an advertisement, 
or nearly anything else!!



July 1, 2026 Brodhead Free Press 		   Page 5 

Juda School District 
recognized years of 

dedication and service
The staff members of the Juda School District were celebrated and rec-

ognized for the years of dedication and service they have contributed to the 
students of Juda. Each individual plays an important role in creating a posi-
tive and supportive environment for the students. Thank you for the com-
mitment, care, and countless contributions made to help make the Juda 
School a special place to learn and grow!

Please note, not all staff members are pictured. 

Kristen 
(Schwartz)

Worm 
Division 1

Coach
The Wisconsin Fastpitch Softball 

Coaches Association held its 2026 
Senior All-Star Games on Monday, 
June 15 and Tuesday, June 16, at the 
Woodside Sports Complex in Wis-
consin Dells. Brodhead native Kris-
ten (Schwartz) Worm was chosen as 
a coach in Division 1. 

Kristen pitched for the Brodhead 
Cardinals in the early 1990s, setting 
the season strike-out record during 
her career. She went on to play at 
UW-Whitewater. Kristen then went 
on to coach: 1998 Varsity Assistant at 
Parkview High School; 1999–2000 
Janesville Craig Varsity volunteer; 
2001-2018 Janesville Craig Junior 
Varsity Coach; and 2019 to present 
Janesville Craig Head Varsity Coach.

For her coaching staff for the 
All-Star Game she chose people 
who had been influential to her 
softball career. Her first coaching 
opportunity was at Parkview High 
School where Coach Chuck Kohl-
hepp asked her to be his varsity as-
sistant. They did not coach together 
for long, but he still checks in on her 
and helps her with coaching ques-
tions. He was in the dugout for both 
of her games this past week.

Also in the dugout was Denny 
Schwartz, her father, who was her 
life-long teacher, coach and sup-
porter. He was also her Junior Var-
sity Assistant at Craig for eight and 
one-half years. 

The final member of her coach-
ing staff for the All-Star Game was 
Morgan Davis. As a freshman Mor-
gan was a player on her JV team 
at Craig. The next three years she 
played Varsity at Craig. In 2024 
Morgan returned to Janesville as 
JV coach for Craig and this spring 
she became the Varsity Assistant for 
Coach Worm. 

Kristen says that it was truly an 
honor to be chosen to coach for 
this event, that it was a very exciting 
experience, and she was so glad to 
have had this opportunity to coach 
such talented athletes. 
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By Sarah Carpenter, 
Outreach Librarian
By Laura Roth,
Children’s Librarian

Local & Area Services

Hull Hardwood
FlooringHardwood Flooring Specialists

for Over 40 Years!

Call for FREE estimates at
608-558-6570 • 608-558-1960

608-214-6570

Real 3/4” Hardwood Floor - Not A Thin Laminate
• Custom Hardwood Floors    • New Floors Installed
• Custom Sanding & Finishing of New & Old Floors

Family Owned & Operated
Covering Brodhead & the

Surrounding Areas

Residential & 
Commercial

CONSIGNY LAW FIRM, S.C.

Mark Schroeder Mike Faust

Brodhead Location
1030 1st Center Avenue

608-897-2116

Web site
http://www.janesvillelaw.com

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
A limited Liability Organization

Hannah Lemke

Web site
http://www.janesvillelaw.com

Brodhead Location

Joseph K. Murphy, D.C.
Serving the Brodhead Area Since 1984

• Sports Injuries
• Work & Auto Injuries
• Chronic Pain
• Preventative Care

608-897-2136
2504 1st Center Avenue
Brodhead, WI 53520
Most Insurances Accepted

✔ Income tax planning & preparation
✔ Auditing

✔ Bookkeeping
✔ Payroll Services

608-325-5035
Monroe

815-235-3157
Freeport

Appointments Available in Brodhead & Durand

EAB Foundation
Repair & More, LLC

We specialize in
New Basements, Flatwork &

Repair Old Foundations
Eli Borntrager & Son
Phone 608-481-4942
Fax 608-414-8776
Email: eliborntrager@starlightprint.net

8325 S. Avon Store Road
Brodhead WI 53520

208 1st Center Ave
Brodhead, WI 53520

Call or Stop By
Call or Stop By

TODAY!
TODAY!

Certified Technicians • Expert Color Matching • Insurance Work Specialists
Computerized Frame Repair • Lifetime Guarantee on Repairs

FREE Loaner Car
with Repairs!

Southern Wisconsin Monuments

608-897-2484
http://www.southernwisconsinmonuments.com

SCHWARTZ CONCRETE
Elmer & James Schwartz

608-214-9505 ~ 608-490-0254
SchwartzConcrete777@gmail.com

We Specialize In
• Driveways • Sidewalks • Decorative Patios

• Garage/basement fl oors • Floatingslabs
• Post holes • Skid loader work

Over 30+ years experience
Locally owned in Evansville

Dr. Dan Branson DDS
702 23rd St. • Brodhead, WI 53520

608-897-8645
dentist.brodhead@outlook.com • www.brodheaddental.com

Mon, Tues & Wed 8 am-5 pm • Thurs 8 am-3 pm

WHOLESALE & RETAIL LIMESTONE
3/4”, 1 1/2”, 3” Breaker Rock

608-87 9-2623 • 608-289-2891(Cell)

Ryan Farm 
Quarries

608-879-4089

It was Triceratops Day at Albert-
son Memorial Library’s Summer 
Library Program! Triceratopposite 
(by Heos) is a fun story about a baby 
triceratops that disagrees with ev-
erything his parents say and in the 
end the opposite is better after all. 
Triceratops Stomp (by Patkau) fol-
lows baby dinosaurs as they hatch, 
play and are protected from a T-Rex 
by their mother. Ten Little Dino-
saurs (by Page Publications) counts 
down as dinosaurs bump their 
head, run from the room, hide from 
the monsters, etc. The preschool-
ers made a triceratops puzzle us-
ing popsicle sticks. (Some of them 
then convened their own little book 
club between the library shelves!) 
The school-agers worked on more 
advanced puzzles, trying to re-
construct a dinosaur using just the 
bones. They then cut out the pieces 
of a triceratops puzzle of their own.

Next week is SHARK WEEK at 
Albertson Memorial Library. There 
will be events every night to cel-
ebrate, including games, crafts, 
snacks and yes, books. The pre-
schoolers and the school-agers will 
do the same craft, involving a pan-
cake griddle and melting crayons to 
create an underwater scene featur-
ing the largest predator that ever ex-
isted: the Megalodon, a prehistoric 
shark. The evening activities will in-
clude lots of ‘Sharks and Minnows’ 
games and painted rock sharks as 
well as folded paper ‘fortune tell-
ers.’ There will be drawings for door 
prizes every night. You DON’T want 
to miss this!

Don’t forget Tuesday’s Family 
Movie Night at 6:30 p.m.! Bring your 
water bottle and we’ll make the 
popcorn. See you there!

FREE PRESS You’ve tried the rest...
Now read the BEST!!

608-897-4797
1035 1st Center Ave. • Suite 107

Brodhead, WI 53520

Your best source for local and 
area news, serving seven
Wisconsin and Illinois 

communities and 8,400 homes.

Your Hometown Newspaper
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Local & Area Services

District 
8 AA 

locations
Tuesdays: Congregational UCC, 

E201 23rd Street, Brodhead, 7 p.m.; 
handicap access, closed meeting.

Thursdays: Congregational UCC, 
E201 23rd Street, Brodhead, 7 p.m.; 
handicap access, closed meeting.

Fridays: Promises Group, 
Orfordville Lutheran, 210 Main 
Street, 7 p.m.; handicap access, 
closed meeting. 

Any questions call 608-751-5684 
or visit www.rockcoaa.net.

FREE PRESS CLASSIFIEDS
Services

JACK OF ALL TRADES.US
Handyman repairs. Honey-do-list. 
Call 608-897-2410. 	        (tf)

Advertising
Deadline:

Friday, 5 p.m.

For Sale
Harmar Electric Chair/Scooter

Platform Li�  & Carrier
$800

Contact
Ron

Newcomer 
at

608-897-5743

608-897-4700 • Brodhead608-897-4700 • Brodhead
For professional oil or gas burner service call us.

New Installation, Service & Repairs
We service all makes and models of furnaces & air conditioners!

HEATING AND COOLING
OLINOLIN

6 Repairing heavy trucks, tractors & all Ag equipment
6 Detroit Diesel & Cummins Electronic Diagnostics                                                                                                                            
6 Aftermarket parts for all Ag equipment 
6 Clutches, Engine Kits, Steering parts, Water Pumps & More!

MARTIN
TRUCK & TRACTOR LLC

Brodhead, WI  608-897-6445
Custo

m 

Hydrau
lic 

Hoses

DA Lubric
an

ts-

Qualit
y O

ils 

& Grea
se!

Offering mobile 
service on your farm!

TIG Welder / Millwright
Job Summary

We are looking for a skilled TIG Welder / Millwright to join our team. 
� is role involves precision TIG welding, equipment installation, machinery 
maintenance, troubleshooting, and repairs in industrial and manufacturing 
settings. � e ideal candidate can interpret blueprints, fabricate components, 
and install, maintain, and repair mechanical systems while meeting strict 
safety and quality standards.
Key Responsibilities

•Perform high-quality TIG welding on stainless steel, aluminum, carbon 
steel, and other alloys.

•Read and interpret blueprints, welding symbols, and technical drawings.
•Fabricate, � t, and assemble metal components to precise speci� cations.
•Install, maintain, troubleshoot, and repair industrial machinery and 

mechanical equipment.
•Use precision measuring instruments and alignment tools.
•Operate welding, fabrication, and rigging equipment safely.
•Maintain a clean, organized, and safe work environment.

Quali� cations
•High school diploma or GED required.
•Technical training or apprenticeship in welding, millwright, or industri-

al maintenance preferred.
•Preferred minimum of 3 years of TIG welding and/or industrial mill-

wright experience.
•Pro� cient in TIG welding stainless steel and aluminum.
•Ability to read mechanical drawings, blueprints, and schematics.
•Strong troubleshooting and problem-solving skills.
•Ability to li�  up to 50 pounds and work in physically demanding envi-

ronments.
•Willingness to work overtime, weekends, or on-call as needed.

Bene� ts
•Competitive pay based on experience 
•Health, dental, and vision insurance 
•Paid time o�  and holidays 
•401(k) with company match 
•Ongoing training and career advancement opportunities 
•Safe and team-oriented work environment 
� is role is ideal for a hands-on professional with strong TIG welding skills 

and industrial millwright experience who enjoys troubleshooting equipment, 
fabricating components, and keeping production operations running e�  -
ciently.

Please contact mike@csswi.com 
to � ll out application and/or send in 
resume. 

UW–Madison Division 
of Extension to Offer 

Scam and Identity Theft 
Prevention Program in 

Monticello
The University of Wisconsin–Madison Division of Extension will be of-

fering a Scam and Identity Theft Prevention program at the Monticello 
Public Library, located at 512 E. Lake Avenue, Monticello, Wisconsin, on 
Wednesday, July 15 at 5 p.m.

This informative session is designed to help community members rec-
ognize common scams and protect themselves from identity theft. Par-
ticipants will learn how scammers operate, warning signs to watch for, and 
practical steps they can take to safeguard personal and financial informa-
tion.

With fraud and identity theft becoming increasingly common, this pro-
gram provides timely, research-based strategies to help individuals stay in-
formed and avoid becoming victims.

Program Details:
•Location: Monticello Public Library, 512 E. Lake Avenue, Monticello, WI
•Date: Wednesday, July 15
•Time: 5 p.m.
For questions or additional informaion please contact: Bob Wiegel, UW-

Madison Division of Extension, phone: 608-482-0620.
The UW–Madison Division of Extension delivers educational programs 

that empower individuals, families, and communities across Wisconsin.

FREE PRESS Can’t make it during 
office hours? Use our 

convenient night drop!!

608-897-4797
1035 1st Center Ave. • Suite 107

Brodhead, WI 53520

Brodhead-Orfordville
Footville

Community Wide

To be held

September 11-12-13, 2026

Place Your Ad for the

DEADLINE TO SUBMIT YOUR AD
Tuesday, September 1st at 5 p.m.

Send or bring in ad with payment to:
Brodhead Free Press

1035 1st Center Avenue, Suite 107
Brodhead, WI 53520
NO PHONE CALLS!

CHECK ONE:
Brodhead                             Orfordville      Footville

Cost: $6
Includes address, 
times and a list 

of 20 items.

Name Phone
Address of Sale

Time

We are
 SOARING 

to new heights!

Call today 
to join us!

Call
608-897-4797

Locally owned.
Locally run.

FREE PRESS
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Adult Mental 
Health First 

Aid for 
Wisconsin 

Agriculture 
Community—
July 28 and 29 

The University of Wisconsin–
Madison Division of Extension is of-
fering a virtual education program 
to help the Wisconsin agriculture 
community identify and respond 
to a variety of behavioral health 
challenges. The next virtual Mental 
Health First Aid (MHFA) for the ag-
riculture community is scheduled 
for Tuesday and Wednesday, July 
28-29, from 12:30–3:30 p.m. via the 
Zoom platform. 

What to expect: Participants are 
required to attend both virtual ses-
sions. Pre-registration and approxi-
mately two hours of self-paced, 
online pre-work is required to 
participate in the July 28-29 train-
ing. Register for free at go.wisc.
edu/11mr82. 

Nearly one in five adults lives 
with a mental illness, according 
to the National Institute of Mental 
Health. Research shows that suicide 
rates are higher within the rural and 
agriculture communities. The stig-
ma of mental health challenges and 
thoughts of suicide is prevalent in 
our rural and farming communities. 
Mental Health First Aid helps com-
munity members better understand 
how they can support their friends, 
family members, and neighbors 
and help break the stigma around 
mental health. 

Just as CPR teaches you how to 
help someone having a heart attack, 
Mental Health First Aid instructs 
how to help someone experiencing 
a mental health challenge includ-
ing, but not limited to, depression 
and anxiety symptoms, panic at-
tacks and substance misuse, as well 
as someone thinking about suicide. 
The program gives participants the 
skills, confidence and resources to 
provide initial support and be able 
to respond in both crisis and non-
crisis situations. Mental Health 
First Aid is a program that teaches 
participants how to identify, under-
stand and respond to signs of these 
challenges. 

The instructors for this training 
are two UW-Madison Division of 
Extension Educators: Joy Kirkpat-
rick, Farm Succession Outreach 
Specialist and Beverly Doll, Grant 
County Human Development and 
Relationships Educator. If you have 
questions about the training, please 
contact either joy.kirkpatrick@wisc.
edu, 608-263-3485 or beverly.doll@
wisc.edu, 608-723-2125. 

To register for this free program, 
go to go.wisc.edu/11mr82.

Funding for these training pro-
grams is provided by the North 
Central Farm and Ranch Stress As-
sistance Center USDA/NIFA award 
number 2025-70028-4537. 

JV Team 
Left to right: Urias Vogel, Max Bennett, Brant Riesterer, 
Landon Kammerer, Casey Johnson. Not pictured: 
Kavion Kupps, Gage Otsby, Mason Liphart, Jaymeson 
Pudwill, Ashton Nickel.

Jayden Nehls—Most Improved Player; Catch of the 
Year; Honorable Mention All Conference.
Braylon Strehlow—Honorable Mention All Conference. 
Not pictured.

Will Searls—Rookie of the Year

Sam Searls—Most Valuable Player; 1st  Team All 
Conference.
Manny Bueno—2nd  Team All Conference; Chase 
Bauman—2nd Team All Conference. Not pictured.

Varsity Team 
Left to right: Manny Bueno, Chase Bauman, Seth 
Coplien, Will Searls, Jayden Nehls, Dylan Ross, and 
Sam Searls. Not pictured: Beck Benton, Logan Krupke, 
Braylon Strehlow.

By State Senator
Howard Marklein

The older I get, the more history 
matters to me. As we have gotten 
closer to America’s 250th birthday, 
I have spent a lot of time thinking 
about our Founding Fathers and 
those who laid the foundation for 
this great country. 

When we think about leaders like 
George Washington, John Adams, 
and Thomas Jefferson, we think 
about them as larger than life figures 
that we see in paintings and read 
about in history books. However, 
it is important to remember that 
these were real people. Many of our 
founding fathers enjoyed high status 
and positions. Some had successful 
businesses and others had farms. 
They all had everything to lose.

It is easy to look back and think 
that freedom was inevitable. His-
tory tells us this was not the case. 
The fight for independence was an 
uphill fight for a scrappy, underdog 
group of colonists. The safest thing 
for them to do was nothing. It would 
have been easier to stick with the sta-
tus quo, enjoy their lifestyles as citi-
zens of the richest empire on earth, 
deciding that the price of rocking the 
boat was too great. But they stuck 
their necks out and attempted some-
thing that the world had never seen 
on such a large scale before: a nation 
that was self-governing.

America 250: The 
Responsibility of Freedom

Many of them suffered. They lost 
status, property, fortune, friends 
and neighbors, and for some, even 
their own lives. That is real cour-
age. Courage to take a risk without 
the benefit of knowing if they would 
succeed.

After winning, they had a blank 
slate. There was no template for cre-
ating their new nation. There was 
no instruction manual for building 
a government capable of preserving 
liberty while remaining account-
able to its people. The creation of 
the branches of government, how 
much power to give the executive 
branch, what powers should be re-
served for the states—these ques-
tions were all the product of debate, 
disagreement, compromise, and 
careful thought.

This experiment, which we call 
democracy, gives us a lot of free-
dom. Along with this freedom 
comes immense responsibility. As 
I have been reflecting on America 
250, that is a theme that sticks out to 
me. The freedoms that we enjoy and 
the success of the American experi-
ment were not guaranteed. They 
were not handed to us by history. 

In our lives today, we have always 
known these things, so we take them 
for granted. If you study history, you 
realize how lucky we are. For nearly 
all of human history people did not 
enjoy the freedoms that we do to-

day in America. In many parts of the 
world, they still don’t. This is part of 
what makes our story so remark-
able. The effort did not end in 1776. 

As Ronald Reagan said, “Free-
dom is never more than one gen-
eration away from extinction. We 
didn’t pass it on to our children in 
the bloodstream. The only way they 
can inherit the freedom we have 
known is if we fight for it, protect it, 
defend it, and then hand it to them 
with the well fought lessons of how 
they in their lifetime must do the 
same.” Every generation since the 
founding has continued the fight 
in some way. Whether they built in-
stitutions and community corner-
stones, immigrated to seek a better 
life, fought for freedom overseas, 
or fought for equality here at home, 
we are here now because those who 
came before us fought tirelessly and 
selflessly to protect our liberties and 
freedoms. 

Now, on America’s 250th anni-
versary, it is our turn. It is up to us 
to continue the legacy of the great 
American experiment. A free soci-
ety only survives when we choose 

to preserve it. Freedom is not inevi-
table, it is fragile.

The question facing us is the 
same one that has faced every gen-
eration before us: What legacy will 
we leave behind? Will we leave our 
children and grandchildren a coun-
try that is stronger and freer than the 
one we inherited? Will we work hard 
to ensure our communities thrive 
and our state is in good hands? This 
responsibility belongs to each of us 
as Americans.

250 years ago, a great generation 
of Americans took a big risk for the 
idea of freedom, and left us with the 
greatest country the world has ever 
seen. Do not take that for granted. 
Do your part to make sure that 
future generations can celebrate 
America’s 275th, 300th, and 350th 
anniversary. 

When future Americans cel-
ebrate this great country, let them 
look back on us and say that we were 
good stewards of the inheritance we 
received and that we did our part to 
keep the flame of liberty burning for 
generations to come.


