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Albany Lanes - Scott & Teresa Wahler
212 E. Main Street, Albany • 608-862-3131

Monday Night Mixed League
9/22—High series: Robert Murray 722, Ty Powell 680, Jason 

Shrier 636. High games: R. Murray 259, Maddie Kuhlow 258, T. 
Powell 247. Bartelt-high team game 1,009. Broughton’s Bar-high 
team series 2,906. Standings: Broughton’s Bar won 53 lost 28, 
Albany Lanes 53-28, Fosters Gaming 36-45, Center Tavern 36-45, 
Bartelt 35-46, Beloit Chiropractic 30-51. 
Badger

9/23—High series: Rob Kubesh 633, John Elmer 602, Josh 
Brugger 594, LeRoy Blumer 551, Kim Qualley 386. High games: 
R. Kubesh 249, J. Elmer 225, J. Brugger 221, Kollin Klitzke 207, 
K. Qualley 154. Jim’s Mechanic Shop-high team game 803 and 
series 2,193. Standings: Renks won 14 lost 7, Decatur Dairy 12-9, 
Counter Attack 12-9, Team 6 11-10, TUGS 10-11, Jim’s Mechanic 
Shop 4-17. 
Wednesday Night Ladies

9/24—High series: Nicole Brewer 517, Darcy Stephenson 434, 
Rikki Thomas-Martin 424, Betty Helwig 423, Tara Blumer 415. 
High games: N. Brewer 174, R. Thomas-Martin 174, B. Helwig 
169, Marcie Brugger 168, Julie Williams 160. Glenn-Ann Ladies-
high team game 617 and series 1,728. Standings: Larson Acres won 
19 lost 2, Glenn-Ann Ladies 16-5, General Store 11-10, Crystal’s 
Team 10-11, Albertson’s 7-14, Stables Bar & Grill 0-21.
Thursday Afternoon Ladies

9/25—High series: Laurie Thommen 489, Becky Riese 432, 
Nancy Salzwedel 411, Barb Clark 411. High games: L. Thommen 
187, B. Riese 152, Tana Klitzman 149. Brigs Heating and AC-high 
team game 537 and series 1,586. Standings: Nolte’s Garage won 22 
lost 6, Briggs Heating and AC 21-7, Mike’s Flooring 18-10, Knutes 
16-12, Albany Lanes 5-23.
Thursday Night Mixed

9/25—High series: Scott Wahler 712, Brandon Bayrhoffer 671, 
Tony Brewer 611, DJ McGowen 605, Tiffany Repa 507. High 
games: S. Wahler 267, B. Bayrhoffer 245, T. Brewer 237, LeRoy 
Blumer 221, Tiffany Repa 181. Albany Lanes-high team game 1,007 
and series 2,872. Standings: Attica Bar won 19 lost 9, Broughton’s 
Corner Bar 1 17-11, Golz Electric 16-12, Glenn Ann Holsteins 14-
14, Albany Lanes 13-15, Broughton’s Corner Bar 2 5-23. 
Brodhead Juniors

9/27—High series—boys: Casey Johnson 401, Evan Johnson 
391, Alexander Ramirez-Vogel 384, Carter Fenwick 319, Tristan 
Modaff 318, Jayse Bennett 290. High games—boys: C. Johnson 
149, E. Johnson 136, A. Ramirez-Vogel 130, C. Fenwick 127, T. 
Modaff 127, J. Bennett 112. High series—girls: Kelsee Brugger 
325, Lily Johnson 266. High games—girls: K. Brugger 129, L. 
Johnson 106.
Brodhead Youth

9/27—High series: Jaxson Brewer 152, Braxton Normington 98, 
Thorin Perrin 61, Ayla Brugger 196, Amelia Fenwick 146, Keira 
Shrader 122, Abigail Fenwick 68, Kinslee Brewer 46. High games: J. 
Brewer 90, B. Normington 56, T. Perrin 33, A. Brugger 101, Amelia 
Fenwick 80, K. Shrader 65, Abigail Fenwick 34, K. Brewer 30. 

Juda School 
District
Board Meeting 

Wednesday, September 10, 
2025

•Accepted the resignation of 
Gavin Baade as Physical Education 
Teacher.

•Approved the hiring of Luke 
Skoumal as Physical Education 
Teacher.

•Accepted donations from the 
Juda Zion Community Church, 
Brian and Peggy Matzke, Green 
County Sheriff’s Department, Sugar 
River Bank of Juda and EJ and Joyce 
Hoesly.

•Mrs. Davis updated the board 
on several projects from the ref-
erendum. Parking lot and pumps 
are completed. Phil Trotter will be 
trained on the regulation of the 
HVAC System. Projects that will be 
worked on include the replacement 
of two to three doors and computer 
lab flooring.

•Several new staff members were 
in attendance at the meeting to in-
troduce themselves. Ariel Foesch 
who is working part time pre-k and 
elementary assistant reading teach-
er. Alexis Schennkel is working as an 
elementary aide and Tegan Shelton 
who is the new High School English 
Instructor.

•Dennis Pfingsten reminded 

board members of the WASB Fall 
Regional Meeting in Sun Prairie 
on Tuesday, September 30th and 
online taking place on Thursday, 
November 6th. School Board Con-
vention will be held in Milwaukee 
January 21st to the 23rd.

•Mrs. Davis informed the board 
that Mrs. Grimm was nominated 
for teacher of the year through the 
Rural Schools Alliance. Although 
she did not win, her efforts and ded-
ication are much appreciated by the 
students and staff.

•Learned Skylar Stuckey will be 
the coach of the Varsity Girls Bas-
ketball Team, still looking for a JV 
Coach.

•Traci Davis updated the board 
on upcoming events including 
homecoming week activities.

•Kurtis Mansfield updated the 
board on the current status of 
projects at the park. The board ap-
proved a bid from Chad Goecks 
for the installation of playground 
equipment.

•Approved out of state trips for 
the FFA National Convention in In-
dianapolis and the Art Department 
to take a trip to Galena.

•Took no action coming out of 
Executive Session.

•Next Board meeting will be held 
on Wednesday, October 8th at 7 p.m.

•Annual Meeting will be held on 
Wednesday, October 22, 2025. 

By Sarah Carpenter, 
Outreach Librarian
By Cindy Clint,
Outreach Coordinator

The Albertson Memorial Library 
is hosting a special Creative Capers 
Crochet Workshop on Friday, Octo-
ber 17th from 6 to 7:30 p.m. Come 
and learn how to crochet a charm-
ing pumpkin with us! Instructions 
and poly-fil will be provided. Please 
bring two colors of your favorite 
yarn, a crochet hook in your pre-
ferred size, and a tapestry needle. 

If you would rather work on your 
own creative endeavor, bring the 
project of your choice, and join us 
for snacks and socialization.

Please follow us on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/Alb-
ertsonMemorialLibrary, Instagram 
https://www.instagram.com/al-
bertsonmemoriallibrary or check 
out our calendar of events on our 
website at https://www.albertson-
library.org for additional informa-
tion.

We got spirit, yes we do! BMS Homecoming 

Homecoming 2025
(Free Press photos by Teresa Earleywine)

Monroe 
Theatre Guild 

Announces 
The Haunting 
of Hill House 
for October

Those seeking a good scare this 
Halloween season will love The 
Haunting of Hill House

Monroe Theatre Guild invites 
audiences to step inside one of 
literature’s most chilling houses with 
its fall production of The Haunting 
of Hill House, the classic stage 
adaptation by F. Andrew Leslie, from 
the novel by Shirley Jackson as part 
of the Colony Brand’s performance 
series. Directed for MTG by veteran 
director Andrew Rocheleau, with 
Assisitant Director Dale Finley.

The Haunting of Hill House 
appears at Monroe Theatre Guild, 
910 16th Avenue, Monroe, on the 
Colony Brand’s Stage October 10, 
11, 17 and 18 at 7 p.m., and October 
12 and 19 at 2 p.m. Tickets are on 
sale now online at monroetheatre.
com, or at the MTG ticket window 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10 
a.m.-2 p.m. or call 608-325-1111. 
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POLICE BLOTTER

Local & Area Services

Help Wanted

Cox Limestone Repair—All 
tuckpointing and mortar needs 
on stone barnwalls, basements, 
foundations. Call 608-314-4713.      
			           (tf)

FREE PRESS CLASSIFIEDS

Log splitters for rent by the day. 
Dick’s Repair. 608-897-2355.      (tf)

Haile Tree Service, aerial bucket, 
stump grinding. Licensed and 
insured. Call 608-879-9014.        (tf) 

Services

HANDYMAN-HONEY-DO-LIST
Tree/shrub trimming, painting, 
power washing. Call 608-897-
2410. JACK OF ALL TRADES.US       	
			           (tf)

Garage Sales

Brodhead

Kit’s Creek Childcare is hiring 
part-time and full-time!

•AMAZING childcare discounts
•No experience necessary
•No weekends/holidays

•Paid holidays
•PTO

•Paid training
•Continuing education 

reimbursement
•Free coursework to become a 

Lead Teacher
•Exclusive quarterly staff events

Call/text Noelle at 608-338-6503 to 
schedule an interview today!
		  (12/31)

Looking for a skilled Accountant 
with bookkeeping and tax 
preparation experience to join 
our team in Brodhead. This on-
site position offers flexible hours, 
with part-time work during the 
off-season and increased hours 
(30+ per week) from January 15 to 
April 15. Enjoy the opportunity to 
work in a supportive environment 
with some hours during our client 
drop-off window. Don’t miss out on 
this great chance to advance your 
career in a dynamic setting! Please 
e-mail DeeAnna@NLAINC.net.
			   (10/01)

6 Repairing heavy trucks, tractors & all Ag equipment
6 Detroit Diesel & Cummins Electronic Diagnostics                                                                                                                            
6 Aftermarket parts for all Ag equipment 
6 Clutches, Engine Kits, Steering parts, Water Pumps & More!

MARTIN
TRUCK & TRACTOR LLC

Brodhead, WI  608-897-6445
Custo

m 

Hydrau
lic 

Hoses

DA Lubric
an

ts-

Qualit
y O

ils 

& Grea
se!

Offering mobile 
service on your farm!

✔ Income tax planning & preparation
✔ Auditing

✔ Bookkeeping
✔ Payroll Services

608-325-5035
Monroe

815-235-3157
Freeport

Appointments Available in Brodhead & Durand

Joseph K. Murphy, D.C.
Serving the Brodhead Area Since 1984

• Sports Injuries
• Work & Auto Injuries
• Chronic Pain
• Preventative Care

608-897-2136
2504 1st Center Avenue
Brodhead, WI 53520
Most Insurances Accepted

CONSIGNY LAW FIRM, S.C.

Mark Schroeder Mike Faust

Brodhead Location
1030 1st Center Avenue

608-897-2116

Web site
http://www.janesvillelaw.com

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
A limited Liability Organization

608-897-4700 • Brodhead608-897-4700 • Brodhead
For professional oil or gas burner service call us.

New Installation, Service & Repairs
We service all makes and models of furnaces & air conditioners!

HEATING AND COOLING
OLINOLIN

Hydraulic
Connections

Hoses • Fittings • Cylinder Repair
Monday-Friday 7:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.

24-hour Services Available
Closed Sunday

18250 W. Hafeman Road, Brodhead ~ 608-676-7673

Dr. Dan Branson DDS
702 23rd St. • Brodhead, WI 53520

608-897-8645
dentist.brodhead@outlook.com • www.brodheaddental.com

Mon & Wed 8 am-5 pm • Tues 8 am-6 pm • Thurs 8 am-3 pm

802 2ND ST. • BRODHEAD, WI 53520 • M-F 7:30AM-5PM • arnsauto.com 
casey@arnsauto.com 

ARN’S AUTO SERVICE 
Complete Automotive Repair Shop

• 4 Wheel Computerized Alignment 
• Tire Sales – Most Brands 
• Hunter Tire Changer & Balancing 
• Exhaust Systems 
• Transmission Maintenance 
• Radiator Service     

• Engine Repair 
• Brake Service 
• Suspension & Steering 
• Oil Changes 
• Electrical Systems 
• Heating & A/C

FOR SERVICE 608-897-3330

FOR TOWING CALL 608-897-8088

arns auto.qxp_Layout 1  8/18/21  10:13 AM  Page 1

Complete Automotive Complete Automotive 
Repair ShopRepair Shop

FOR SERVICEFOR SERVICE
608-897-3330608-897-3330
For Towing & For Towing & 

Radiator ServiceRadiator Service
Call 608-897-8088Call 608-897-8088

• Engine Repair• Engine Repair
• Brake Service• Brake Service
• Suspension & Steering• Suspension & Steering
• Oil Changes• Oil Changes
• Electrical Systems• Electrical Systems
• Heating & A/C• Heating & A/C

• 4 Wheel Computerized Alignment• 4 Wheel Computerized Alignment
• Tire Sales – Most Brands• Tire Sales – Most Brands
• Hunter Tire Changer & Balancing• Hunter Tire Changer & Balancing
• Exhaust Systems• Exhaust Systems
• Transmission Maintenance• Transmission Maintenance
• Radiator Service• Radiator Service

Southern Wisconsin Monuments

608-897-2484
http://www.southernwisconsinmonuments.com

WHOLESALE & RETAIL LIMESTONE
3/4”, 1 1/2”, 3” Breaker Rock

608-87 9-2623 • 608-289-2891(Cell)

Ryan Farm 
Quarries

608-879-4089

Brodhead, WI
W896 Ten Eyck Rd.

YOUR PERSONAL AUTOMOTIVE SPECIALIST

47
11

56

M-F 8am-5pm
608-897-4889
www.systechauto.com

Master Tech 
of 35 years

Complete Auto  Care
^

and Diesel!

Green County Sheriff’s 
Department
September 22-28, 2025

At 2:18 p.m., Thursday, deputies 
and Green County EMS responded 
to a two vehicle crash with injuries 
at the Albany Interchange, STH 59 
and STH 11, City of Monroe. A ve-
hicle operated by Barbara A John-
son, 81, Albany, was at the exit from 
eastbound STH 11, stopped at the 
stop sign. A vehicle operated by 
Richard Heitke, 76, Clinton, WI, was 
southbound on STH 59. Johnson 
had pulled out into the intersec-
tion to turn north onto STH 59, and 
collided with the vehicle operated 
by Heitke. Johnson reported minor 
injuries, and was wearing a seatbelt. 
There was no airbag deployment, 

but Johnson’s vehicle sustained dis-
abling damage and was towed from 
the scene. Heitke and his passenger 
reported wearing their seatbelts and 
sustained injuries. They were trans-
ported to an area hospital via EMS. 
There was no airbag deployment in 
the Heitke vehicle, but it sustained 
disabling damage and was towed 
from the scene. Johnson was cited 
for failure to yield right of way from 
a stop sign, and was released pend-
ing a court appearance.  Green 
County Highway Department also 
assisted at the scene.

1601 19th Street, in the back 
shed), Five family garage sale—
Shirley Zuhlke. Fri., Oct. 3, Sat., 
Oct. 4 and Sun., Oct. 5, 8:30 
a.m.-5 p.m. Clothing of all sizes, 
men’s jeans, sweatshirts, sweaters, 
women’s blazers, housewares, 
pots and pans, dishes, gift baskets, 
TV stand, night stand, pressure 
cooker, walking pad, 2 dog 
strollers, baby walker, women’s 
jeans and capris, metal yard decor 
for Halloween and fall, lots of new 
clothes, shoes, garden goodies, 
scrubbies and dish rags, holiday 
decorations, glassware, Planters 
Peanut jars, old canning jars, 
antique baby buggy and much 
more.

608-897-4797

FREE PRESS
Please contact us to place a community event, 

engagement/wedding announcement, 
an advertisement, or nearly anything else. Call 608-897-4797

FREE PRESS
Your Hometown Newspaper

Do you have 
something to sell??

PLACE AN AD 
IN OUR 

CLASSIFIEDS!!
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Teams
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608-897-8447

2508 1st Center Avenue • Brodhead, WI 53520

When you need body work call us first.

Baltimore Ravens 
@

Green Bay 
Packers (Pro)

★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★ ★  ★  ★  ★

Edgerton @ Evansville (HS)

New Glarus/Monticello @ Beloit Turner (HS)

FREE PRESS
Turn to 

Brodhead Free Press 
for your local 

sports coverage!!

FREE PRESS
Minnesota @ Northwestern (C)

Parkview/Albany @ River Ridge NC (HS)

 

1. Pick the winning team listed in 
each advertisement. Write name of 
the team opposite the advertiser’s 
name on the entry blank. 
2. Write the highest number of 
points scored by any one team in 
the space provided on the entry 
form. This will be used to break a 
tie. If a tie remains, one winner will 
be chosen by random drawing from 
all correct entries.
3. One entry per contestant. 
Entry forms must be returned to 
the Brodhead Free Press, 1035 1st 
Center Avenue, Ste. 107, Brodhead, 
WI 53520 by 5 p.m. Friday.

Contest Rules

MAIL OR BRING ENTRY 
FORMS TO THE 

FREE PRESS
1035 1st Center Ave, Ste 107

Brodhead, WI 53520
Letters or entries must 

be at Free Press by 

5 pm
on Friday.

1st Place
Eric VonAllmen

Tie—2nd Place
Curt Elmer

Lynette VonAllmen,
all of Albany

ON THE SQUARE • 1029 16th Ave. • Monroe, WI • 608-325-2600

Tuesday -Friday 9-5
Saturday 9-4

Registered Jewelers
American Gem Society

Diamond Center
Lueckes’

Brodhead, WI
W896 Ten Eyck Rd.

YOUR PERSONAL AUTOMOTIVE SPECIALIST

47
11

56

M-F 8am-5pm
608-897-4889
www.systechauto.com

Master Tech 
of 35 years

Complete Auto  Care
^

and Diesel!
For Your Complete Auto

and Diesel Repair

OFFICIAL ENTRY FORM

NAME  

ADDRESS  CITY PHONE

Arn’s Auto Service

Bank of Brodhead

Bank of New Glarus   

Body Crafters

Brodhead Free Press

Exit Professional R/E

Greenwoods State Bank

Luecke’s Diamond Center

SysTech Automotive

       I think will be the most points scored by one team.

Big Foot @ Clinton (HS)

Delavan-Darien @ Monroe (HS)

Delavan-Darien @ East Troy NC (HS)

FREE PRESS You’ve tried the rest...
Now read the BEST!!

608-897-4797
1035 1st Center Ave. • Suite 107

Brodhead, WI 53520

Your best source for
local and area news.
Find out online at

www.brodheadfreepress.com

Brodhead/Juda @ Lancaster (HS)

McFarland @ East Troy (HS)

Horicon/Horicon/
HustisfordHustisford
@ Beloit @ Beloit 

Turner (HS)Turner (HS)

Tuesday -Friday 9-5
Saturday 9-4

• Engine Repair• Engine Repair
• Brake Service• Brake Service
• Suspension & Steering• Suspension & Steering
• Oil Changes• Oil Changes

• 4 Wheel Computerized Alignment• 4 Wheel Computerized Alignment
• Tire Sales – Most Brands• Tire Sales – Most Brands
• Hunter Tire Changer & Balancing• Hunter Tire Changer & Balancing
• Exhaust Systems• Exhaust Systems

Complete Automotive Repair ShopComplete Automotive Repair Shop
FOR SERVICEFOR SERVICE
608-897-3330608-897-3330
For Towing & For Towing & 

Radiator ServiceRadiator Service
Call 608-897-8088Call 608-897-8088

• Electrical Systems• Electrical Systems
• Heating & A/C• Heating & A/C
• Radiator Service• Radiator Service
• Transmission Maintenance• Transmission Maintenance

802 2nd Street • Brodhead WI 53520 • M-F 7:30 a.m.-5 p.m. • arnsauto.com
casey@arnsauto.com

2006 1  Center Avenue  Brodhead, WI st

(608) 897-8607
thebankofnewglarus.bank

Westfi eld @ Palmyra-Eagle (HS)

Randolph @ Parkview/Albany (HS)

Whitewater @ Jefferson (HS)
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Special for the
Brodhead Free Press

“Well, I’d like to tell you that she 
made an altar out of it, but that 
is not the case. She had it packed 
away in a safe place,” was the com-
ment that Juliana (Julie)  Hoiseth 
had when asked if she and mem-
bers of her family were aware that 
her mother had a prized loving cup 
for co-winning the 1925 Wisconsin 
State Spelling Bee.

Moments later, Julie presented 
the actual 1925 state study guide 
book of spelling  bee words, a tat-
tered state fair blue ribbon, and 
the prized near-six-inch sil-
ver loving  cup which has this 
inscription....”Awarded by  the 
American Legion,  Department  of 
Wisconsin, to Signe Ramseth for the 
highest  scholastic standing  among 
the girls in the state fair education-
al contest, September 2, 1925.”

This is the prized loving 
cup that was awarded to 

Signe at the conclusion of 
the 1925 Wisconsin State 
Spelling Bee in West Allis 

on Sept. 2, 1925.
As soon as Signe, a blue-eyed 

dark brunette, held the coveted 
awards on stage under the  warm 
late summer sun on the state fair-
grounds, newspapers around  the 
state featured  Signe’s name along 
with the identity of the young man 
from St. Croix County who was the 
co-winner of the annual spelling 
bee and education competition.

However, there was one excep-
tion that was found when a group of 
history  research friends, who were 
working on a totally  different proj-
ect, came across a very small news 
brief in the Stevens Point Journal.

The September 5, 1925 news 
brief, titled “Rock and St. Croix in 
tie for first,” said “Rock and St. Croix 
counties tied for first honors among 
Wisconsin counties at the state fair 
this week in spelling, reading, and 
writing contests.” No names or 
hometowns were provided in the 
Stevens Point news write-up.

But who were they, and what be-
came of their lives?

Sparked  by a bit of curiosity, 
the  group set out to find answers 
to those questions and learn who 
were those unnamed spelling bee 
champions from  opposite  sides of 
the state that collectively won the 
spelling contest back in 1925.

The first Wisconsin spelling bee 
can be traced as far back as 1911; and 
starting in the late 1940s, the state 
winner would advance to the na-
tional spelling bee held in Washing-
ton, DC, each spring. Wisconsin has 
had only one National Spelling Bee 
champion, Joanne Marie Lagatta of 
Clintonville in 1991, who also won 
the state spelldown in 1989. 

A singular spelling bee winner 

was named at the state fair each 
year  until 1923  when the organiz-
ers announced two champions of 
the annual contest, a boys  division 
winner and a girls champion. The 
awarding of two medalists contin-
ued until  1927, and then they re-
verted back to a sole titlist format in 
1928 which continues to the present 
day,  with exception  of the rare tied 
state spelling bee titleholders.

As it turned out from extensive 
research, other newspapers around 
the state announced  that a then-
Brodhead area pastor’s daugh-
ter named Signe Ramseth  was 
the Rock County representative 
who won the girls portion of the 
annual  Wisconsin State Spelling 
Bee event held in West Allis, on 
September 2, 1925,  exactly one 
hundred years ago.

Born on March 19, 1912 in Mer-
rill, Wis., Signe Mildred Ramseth 
was 13 when she earned state spell-
ing bee title while living in Luther 
Valley, a rural community  that was 
“formerly known as Rock Prairie be-
fore it was re-named Luther Valley 
by Rev. Claus Lauritz Clausen,” said 
Wanda Curry, of the Luther  Valley 
Historical Society.

“He was a pioneer  in 19th cen-
tury Norwegian settlement in Rock 
County, and  I would have to guess 
he gravitated to the Luther Valley 
name as he and many  of the set-
tlers were Lutheran,” Ms. Curry ex-
plained. 

The boys division winner at the 
1925 Wisconsin State Spelling Bee 
was Harold  Kenneth Klanderman, 
also 13, the seventh child of eight 
for Garrett  and Jennie “Jane” Wes-
tendorf Klanderman. He grew-up 
on a farm about three miles north of 
Baldwin, located in eastern St. Croix 
County. The  studious pupil later 
married  a Baldwin  native on May 
31, 1941 in Dakota County, Min-
nesota, and they lost a  newborn 
daughter in March 1942 just before 
he served in World War ll.

Sadly, Sgt. Harold Klanderman, 
a six-foot member of the  14th Ar-
mored Division, was killed in ac-
tion on December 3, 1944 (though 
some records recognize his death as 
December 6, 1944). He was crushed 
when his tank rolled over onto 
him during combat in Wimmenau, 
in far eastern France. Harold was 
honorably interred at Epinal Ameri-
can Cemetery in eastern France, 
and was bestowed with the Pur-
ple Heart in tribute to his service. 

Placing as runners-up after Rock 
and St. Croix counties in the 1925 
state spelling  bee, were entrants 
representing Walworth, Douglas, 
and Green Lake counties. Nearly all 
counties in Wisconsin sent a con-
testant to the state finals.

As for Signe, though she and 
Harold were of the same age, both 
were born in  northern Wisconsin, 
they won the state spelling honors 
together, and coincidentally  each 
got married a week apart in Minne-
sota in 1941, she had a far  different 
life. 

Signe’s parents were Pastor Ivar 
Poulsen Ramseth (December 28, 
1876-January 12, 1959)  and Bertha 
Amelia Mason Ramseth (October 
31, 1884-March 30, 1968). She was 
the third of five children: Barbo 

Marguerite, George Paul, Signe Mil-
dred, and future Rev.  Rudolph Al-
fred Ramseth. The fourth child was 
an unnamed stillborn baby daugh-
ter born in 1914 and is buried at an 
unmarked grave in Luther Valley 
Church Cemetery. 

Just one year after being born in 
Merrill, Signe immediately moved 
with her family to  Luther Valley in 
1913 where Pastor Ivar Ramseth 
served as the seventh leader of the 
Luther Valley Church while also 
conducting church services at West 
Luther Valley Church in rural Brod-
head (now known as Bethany Lu-
theran Church). He also served at 
the Brodhead church until August 
1925. 

The two congregations  were 
affiliated  and later separated in 
the 1960s. In the early  morning 
hours of January 3, 1951, the Lu-
ther Valley Church, 7107 South Lu-
ther  Valley Road in north central 
Newark Township, suffered a devas-
tating fire which damaged the entire 
building, and was later rebuilt  at 
the same location. Only the church 
safe, that contained church history 
paperwork, was salvaged.

During  his time as pastor, Ivar 
saw the church gain admittance into 
the Norwegian  Evangelical  Church 
of America, an ornamental fence 
was erected around the cemetery, 
and many repairs at the church and 
at the home of the pastor, known as 
the parsonage.

One perk about having her dad 
as the church pastor was living in 
the stately Luther  Valley Church 
parsonage, 6511 South Luther Val-
ley Road, located over a mile south 
from the Fisher School. The parson-
age, about five miles north of the 
church, was later  heavily remod-
eled  and now serves as a private 
home,  while another church par-
sonage was built in 1952 to be closer 
to the church that remains today. 

Between  1913 and 1925, under 
the direction of Pastor Ivar, the 
house experienced  many upgrades 
including new siding and painting, 
and a hot water heater and a bath-
room were installed, and the con-
struction of a garage.

Signe’s younger brother, Ru-
dolph who later lived in Sacra-
mento, Calif., wrote this in  Janu-
ary 1998 about the pastor’s family 
residence: “I have great memories 
of that huge  house. There were 13 
rooms plus an attic and a basement 
located on a 40-acre farm which our 
dad supervised, however the men of 
the parish put in the crops and har-
vested  them. The farmyard includ-
ed a barn, garage, and a machinery 
shed along with a chicken coop and 
a wooden windmill.”

At the time of her victory, Signe 
was a student at the one-room 
Fischer School, 5618 South Luther 
Valley Road in southern  Plymouth 
Township. It was built in 1854 and 
was named after early  Luther Val-
ley pioneer Nicholas Fischer. The 
school, now  a private residence, 
closed in 1965 and was remodeled, 
but it still resembles an old-time 
schoolhouse.

Prior to returning home from 
her triumph, her father got a job in 
Waseca, Minnesota to continue as a 
pastor there, and also in Northfield, 
Minn. where she would later attend 
St. Olaf College.

Pastor Ivar’s farewell church 
service was on Sunday, August 23, 
1925, just ten days before  Signe 
would have earned the state spell-
ing bee honors on September 2. 

Upon moving to Minnesota, Sig-
ne completed grade school studies 
and then in 1929 she graduated from 
Waseca High School, where she ex-
celled in chorus, glee club,  hockey, 
was class valedictorian and presi-
dent, and took part in school plays 
“Minstrel Chuckles” and “The 
Lucky Break,” and if that was not 
enough, she served as the assistant 
editor of the school newspaper. 

Signe attended  post high school 
education at St. Olaf College in 
Northfield, Minnesota, a private 
liberal arts college founded in 1874, 
and graduated from there in 1933. 
She  then went on to teach high 
school vocal studies, choir, and mu-
sic appreciation in Worthington and 
Spring Grove, Minnesota, as well as 
at Mason City Junior College in Ma-
son City, Iowa.

On May 24,1941, she became 
Mrs. Solomon Lyle Johnson, who 
was a native of Iowa, during a wed-
ding service held at Grace Lutheran 
Church in Waseca that was  offici-
ated by Pastor Ivar Ramseth.

The  couple had two daughters, 
Ingrid Adam who  currently  lives 
in  Tailly, France,  and the youngest 
Julie Hoiseth of Wayzata, Minne-
sota. In later  years  of  life, after she 
retired in 1975, Signe enjoyed build-
ing and painting wood toy  boxes 
and decorating wood spoons, while 
also dabbling in poetry. 

Additionally, Signe participated 
in a music club and several book 
clubs, sewed for her grandchildren, 
and she directed the church choir at 
Trinity Lutheran Church in  Mason 
City, Iowa, according to her daugh-
ter Julie, 77, who taught viola and 
violin lesson to students in the pub-
lic schools and at a private studio. 
Signe spent the last eight years of 
her life near her daughter in central 
Minnesota.

After having a stroke on Decem-
ber 6, 2008, Signe died on March 13, 
2009 in Wayzata, six days before her 
97th birthday. She and Solomon, 
who passed away in 1994 and  was 
an educator at some of the schools 
where Signe was employed, are in-
terred at  Memorial Park Cemetery 
in Mason City, Iowa.

To this day, only three students 
from Rock County have won the 
Wisconsin Spelling Bee compe-
tition—Signe in 1925, followed 
by Eunice Mary Biggar  Anders of 
Edgerton (1918-2003) who won 
in 1931; and lastly, Mary Caroline 
Lindmark of Milton Junction, the 
1953 state champion later known as 
Mary Bauer (1939-2009).

While there are not many resi-
dents in the south central Wisconsin 
area today  who were alive to have 
met Signe during her life, however, 
she surely was not forgotten this 
month on the centennial year an-
niversary of when she was the most 
famous girl in all of Wisconsin and 
surely in Luther Valley and Rock 
County.

Daughter of Brodhead 
pastor remembered 100 
years after state victory

Signe poses for a  90th 
birthday picture in 2002.

Make A 
Difference 

Day
Make A Difference Day, National 

Day of Doing Good, will be held 
on Saturday, October 25, from 9 to 
11 a.m., meet at the Brodhead Fire 
Department. Transportation will be 
provided to “work sites” from the 
“headquarters” downtown.

Everyone in our community is 
invited to lend a helping hand.

•Rake and clean up neighbor-
hood yards for elderly residents

•”Trick or Treat” around town to 
collect items for our local Brodhead 
Food Pantry

•Tie fleece blankets for Family 
Promise of Green County

•Craft bookmarks for the Brod-
head Memorial Library

•Pick up sticks and trash around 
area parks in Brodhead

•Collect trash along their mile of 
Adopt-a-Highway

•Write/craft notes for Veterans 
Day delivery

•Braid fabric scraps into tug toys 
to donate to the Green County Hu-
mane Society

•Assist with fall clean-up on 
school grounds, arboretum and 
Pearl Island

•Sort and organize donations at 
the Brodhead Community Closet

•Additional projects will be add-
ed as they come to be

Please consider:
•Spreadng the word—let Steph-

anie Tresemer know of someone in 
town that needs help with yardwork 

•Helping crews rake leaves in 
neighborhood yards and move the 
brush to the curb

•Donate one and one-half yards 
of fleece for the tie blankets to be 
donated to Family Promise

•Transporting volunteers as 
they collect non-perishable items 
around the community

•Providing morning treats for the 
volunteers: sweets, chips, granola 
bars, fruit, water, etc.

If you would like to get involved 
in any way or know of someone that 
could use help with a project please 
contact Stephanie Tresemer at stre-
semer@brodhead.k12.wi.us or call 
608-897-2184 ext. 210.

Justice For A 
Cure

fund-raiser
Bartels and Co. Tap, 1012 17th Av-

enue, Monroe is hosting their 12th 
“NEVER GIVE UP THE FIGHT” 
charity event, benefiting Justice For 
A Cure.

The three-day event is October 
17th-19th, which includes a pool 
tournament, a large silent auction, 
Ribbon Sponsor, food, fun and an 
evening walk.

The evening WALK is NEW this 
year, it will be a lighted walk around 
the beautiful historic downtown 
Monroe square for the entire fam-
ily to take part in. The name of the 
walk is “WALK A MILE IN THEIR 
SHOES” to support those battling 
cancer, support the survivors, and 
to honor those we’ve lost to cancer.

Registration for the walk is $30, it 
includes a T-shirt and a mega glow 
stick for the walk. The walk is on 
Saturday night the 18th, with kick-
off at 6 p.m. on the east side of the 
Monroe square.

Sign up for pool tournament and 
register for the walk at Bartels and 
Co. Tap. Please come join them.


