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From 4-H to the Olympics: 
Lauren O’Connor’s Story of 
Courage and Determination
Through dedication, countless hours of hard work, and unwavering 

commitment, Lauren O’Connor’s journey led her from showing animals in 
her Green County 4-H Club to earning a spot on the US Women’s Olympic 
Rowing team at the 2024 Paris Summer Olympics.

Inspired by her father’s experience growing up on a farm, Lauren’s par-
ents hoped that raising and showing animals in 4-H would teach Lauren 
and her brother the value of responsibility. When Lauren looks back on her 
time in 4-H, she speaks with admiration, crediting the program for boosting 
her confidence, particularly in situations where she felt out of her element or 
needed to present herself more professionally.

As Lauren entered high school, her focus shifted toward sports like track 
and volleyball. She became increasingly curious about how she might con-
tinue her athletic pursuits at UW-Madison. A high school friend’s encour-
agement led her to attend a rowing open house, and despite being com-
pletely new to the sport, she embraced the challenge. For Lauren, rowing 
was more than a test of physical endurance; it was a way to connect with 
new people. Her dedication paid off her junior year when she earned a spot 
on the varsity boat. Along with many other achievements, Lauren went on 
to compete in the 2023 US Rowing National Selection, the 2023 and 2024 
World Rowing Cup, and ultimately, the 2024 Summer Olympics. She contin-
ues to train in New York on an elite rowing team and hopes to qualify again 
for the 2028 Summer Olympics in Los Angeles.

Lauren encourages younger 4-H members to step outside their comfort 
zones. She says, “4-H is where you can meet people with different skill sets 
that might lead you to a new interest.” She emphasizes that 4-H is a valuable 
resource for young people to build connections, discover their passions, 
and explore new opportunities. Learn more about Lauren:  https://www.
teamusa.com/profiles/lauren-o-connor.

Learn how you can grow with 4-H, as a youth member or adult leader, 
by going to www.greencounty4h.info or by contacting Ellen Andrews, 4-H 
Youth Development Educator, at Extension Green County at 608-328-9440 
or ellen.andrews@wisc.edu.

Lauren competed at the 2024 Olympic Games in Paris, 
in the Women’s Quadruple Sculls rowing team.

By Stephanie Tresemer
Over 120 volunteers SHOWED 

UP  on Saturday, October 26, from 
9-11 a.m.

By Stephanie Tresemer, Make a 
Difference Day organizer

Seeing so many grown-ups 
working alongside our youth to lend 
a hand was extraordinary! Thank 
you to the Brodhead Fire Depart-
ment for tuse of the station as our 
“home base.”

After volunteers checked in 
and enjoyed donated snacks, they 
helped around our community. The 
morning’s accomplishments in-
cluded the following: 

•Landscaping improved at BMS 
with fall clean-up and planting of 
fall perennials

•Six bags of garbage collected 
from TOOL’s mile of adopted high-
way on Highway 104

•Seven yards raked and tended to 
for members of our community

•Brush and invasive trees 
cleaned up at the Brodhead Arbore-
tum alongside Mr. Paul Roemer

•Seven fleece blankets tied for 
donation to Family Promise of 
Green County 

•A dozen tug toys braided for the 
Green County Humane Society

•Fall crafts decorated for dona-
tion to residents at the Brodhead 
Senior Village 

•Bookmarks crafted for the Brod-
head library

A team of two horses and a car-
riage, along with four tractors and 
wagons of volunteers, trick-or-treat-
ed around town for non-perishable 
items for the Brodhead Food Pantry. 

“I am proud of the generosity 
and collective efforts of GOOD hu-
mans in our community.” 

Senior Pep Band Members
Senior pep band members recognized for their dedication and bringing energy to 
the halftime shows during home football games include back row, left to right: Max 
Pinnow, Noah Perry, Josie Picard, Princesa Santiago-Aguilar, Nikoli Stephenson, 
Parker Vanderpal, Dakota Day, Clayton Elliot and Josh Blum; middle row: Henry 
Droessler, Hunter Jorgensen, Madi Brown, Bethany Wenger, Makenna Schooff and 
Kyla Miller; front row: Kylee Wahler, Emily Reyes-Ramirez, Olivia Hartwig and Ava 
Risum.

Make A Difference

Brodhead 
School 

Board Hosts 
Joint Board 

Meeting With 
Neighboring 

Districts
On Wednesday, November 6, the 

Brodhead School Board hosted a 
Joint School Board Meeting with the 
JAM’BS (Juda, Albany, Monticello, 
Black Hawk, and Brodhead) School 
Boards. JAM’Bs is a collaborative 
group of districts that work together 
in an effort to provide better servic-
es and supports for all members of 
the group.

Since JAM’BS started in 2009-10, 
these districts have supported each 
other through shared staffing, coor-
dinating staff professional develop-
ment, grant writing, co-op sports, 
and working together to provide 
college/transcripted credits for stu-
dents.

Every year or two, the group 
gathers at one of the participating 
districts to learn more about the 
roles and responsibilities of School 
Board Members. The Wednesday, 
November 6th meeting, hosted by 
Brodhead, featured a presentation 
by Bob Butler, staff counsel from 
the Wisconsin Association of School 
Boards. 

FREE PRESS You’ve tried the rest...
Now read the BEST!!

Thanks for Reading...

FREE PRESS

IS NOW

CHECK IT OUT!
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FREE PRESS
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brodheadfreepress.com

Your Hometown Newspaper

1035 1st Center Ave. • Suite 107
Brodhead, WI 53520
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Local & Area Services
CONSIGNY LAW FIRM, S.C.

Mark Schroeder Mike Faust

Brodhead Location
1030 1st Center Avenue

608-897-2116

Web site
http://www.janesvillelaw.com

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
A limited Liability Organization

Daniel Fabrizius

WHOLESALE & RETAIL LIMESTONE
3/4”, 1 1/2”, 3” Breaker Rock

608-87 9-2623 • 608-289-2891(Cell)

Ryan Farm 
Quarries

608-879-4089

608-897-4700 • Brodhead608-897-4700 • Brodhead
For professional oil or gas burner service call us.

New Installation, Service & Repairs
We service all makes and models of furnaces & air conditioners!

HEATING AND COOLING
OLINOLIN

Dr. Dan Branson DDS
702 23rd St. • Brodhead, WI 53520

608-897-8645
dentist.brodhead@outlook.com • www.brodheaddental.com

Mon & Wed 8 am-5 pm • Tues 8 am-6 pm • Thurs 8 am-3 pm

By Sarah Carpenter, 
Outreach Librarian
By Laura Roth,
Children’s Librarian

By Sarah Carpenter, 
Outreach Librarian
By Cindy Clint,
Outreach Librarian

“Check out” what’s new at the Al-
bertson Memorial Library.

Adult Fiction: The waiting by 
Michael Connelly, Beyond Reason-
able Doubt by Robert Dugoni, The 
Blue Hour by Paula Hawkins, Beach 
Read by Emily Henry, A Christmas 
Duet by Debbie Macomber, The 
Grey Wolf (#19 in the Armand Gam-
ache series) by Louise Penny, Inter-
mezzo by Sally Rooney, and Every-
one This Christmas Has A Secret by 
Benjamin Stevenson.

Large Print: One Big Happy Fam-
ily by Susan Mallery.

DVDs: Deadpool & Wolverine, 
Twisters.

Check out the Albertson Memo-
rial Library Facebook page for addi-
tional information on each title.

SSM Health Makes 
Diaper Donation to Local 

Organizations
Over 3,000 diapers collected to help families in need.

SSM Health Monroe Hospital and SSM Health Monroe Clinic Medical 
Group recently collected over 3,000 diapers to benefit community members 
served by Care Net Pregnancy Center in Monroe and Madonna Renewal 
Center in Freeport. 

Both organizations provide pregnancy support services, family support 
services, development of child nurturing skills, self-sufficiency life skills and 
more. 

This donation is the result a Community Diaper Drive led by SSM Health 
Monroe Hospital’s Marketing and Communications, Clinic Pharmacy and 
Mission Action Teams. 

According to Pampers, an infant uses an average of 10 diapers per day. 
As diaper costs have risen, this can be a major source of stress for families 
in need. 

“It is our hope that these diapers can help reduce even a little of the stress 
for parents who are worried about not having supplies to keep their baby 
clean and dry,” shared Rebecca Bordner, Marketing and Communications 
Consultant at SSM Health Monroe Hospital. “We are so thankful to such 
wonderful team and community members here who took time out of their 
busy days to make a difference for these families.”

SSM Health team members with the over 3,000 collected 
diapers before delivering them to community partners.

Albany Lanes - Scott & Teresa Wahler
212 E. Main Street, Albany • 608-862-3131

Monday Night Mixed League
11/4—High series: Tyson Foster 790, Ryan Flood 710, Denny 

Schultz 7007. High games: T. Foster 287, Robert Murray 267, R. 
Flood 258. Fosters Gaming-high team game 1,094 and series 3,090. 
Standings: Beloit Chiropractic won 38 lost 25, Fosters Gaming 36-
27, Broughton’s Bar 33-30, Center Tavern 31.5-31.5, Bartelt 26-37, 
Albany Lanes 24.5-38.5. 
Wednesday Night Ladies

11/6—High series: Jen Cole 548, Kari Johnson 509, Zoe Krattiger 
459, Jessica Holtsapple 443, Darcy Stephenson 441. High games: J. 
Cole 208, Z. Krattiger 188, K. Johnson 181, J. Holtsapple 170, Alice 
Patchen 167. Crystal’s Team-high team game 598. Albertson’s-high 
team series 1,780. Standings: Albertson’s won 43 lost 20, Glenn-
Ann Ladies 42-21, Stables Bar & Grill 35-28, General Store 27-36, 
Crystal’s Team 23-40, Larson Acres 19-44.
Thursday Afternoon Ladies

11/7—High series: Debbie Williams 424, Betty Helwig 413, 
Becky Riese 407. High games: B. Helwig 188, Sheryl Johnson 167, 
D. Williams 163. Nolte’s Garage-high team game 574 and series 
1,553. Standings: Albany Lanes won 50 lost 27, Nolte’s Garage 47-
30, Knutes 44-33, Mike’s Flooring 42-35, Ball’s Installation 39-38.
Thursday Night Mixed

11/7—High series: Brandon Bayrhoffer 708, Robert Murray 703, 
Boomer Detra 653, Tim Golz 636. High games: R. Murray 279, 
B. Bayrhoffer 273, Austin Heath 266, T. Golz 245. Broughton’s 
Corner Bar 1-high team game 1,072 and series 2,962. Standings: 
Broughton’s Corner Bar 1 won 43 lost 27, Albany Lanes 38-32, 
Attica Bar 37-33, Glenn Ann Holsteins 33-27, Golz Electric 33-37, 
Broughton’s Corner Bar 2 26-44. 
Brodhead Juniors

11/9—High series—boys: Ashton Hale 633, Parker VanderPal 
587, Casey Johnson 429, Alexander Ramirez-Vogel 413, Tristan 
Modaff 348, Evan Johnson 330. High games—boys: P. VanderPal 
236, A. Hale 228, C. Johnson 162, A. Ramirez-Vogel 152, T. Modaff 
128, E. Johnson 114. High series—girls: Kylee Wahler 477, Taylor 
Sauer 372, Kelsee Brugger 353, Aubrie Bartelt 340, Lilly Johnson 
253, Emma Welbig 211. High games—girls: K. Wahler 178, T. Sauer 
134, K. Brugger 122, A. Bartelt 121, E. Welbig 89, L. Johnson 88.
Brodhead Early Rollers

11/9—High games: Abigail Fenwick 78.
Brodhead Youth

11/9—High series: Jack Norris 181, Carter Fenwick 174, Jayse 
Bennett 133, Jaxson Brewer 74, Thorin Perrin 64, Ayla Brugger 160, 
Keira Shrader 77, Kinslee Brewer 74, Amelia Fenwick 37, Stella 
Brugger 35. High games: J. Norris 95, C. Fenwick 94, J. Bennett 86, 
T. Perrin 45, J. Brewer 39, A. Brugger 85, K. Shrader 49, K. Brewer 
40, S. Brugger 23, A. Fenwick 23. 
Saturday Night Live Mixed

11/9—High series: Eric Woodruff 549, Cruz Creuzer 538, Jason 
Shrier 497, Dana Harper 424, Rachel Brown 401, Sara Sandwick 
391. High games: E. Woodruff 212, C. Creuzer 187, J. Shrier 180, 
R. Brown 160, D. Harper 158, S. Sanwick 148. Albany Lanes-high 
team game 663 and series 1,947. Standings: Steel Rain won 19 lost 
9, Split Happens 17-11, Center of Attention 14-14, Albany Lanes 
6-22. 

It’s KNOWvember and Story 
Time at Albertson Memorial Library 
is all about our non-fiction books. 
Last week we learned about Mel-
vile Dewey, who gave us the Dewey 
Decimal System, and read about 
a cat named Dewey who lived in a 
library. Can you guess which book 
was fiction and which one was non-
fiction? The preschoolers found the 
shelves with the non-fiction books. 
Then we used those books to learn 
something new about dogs, deer, 
and dolphins. Finally, we folded an 
origami dog and used markers to 
make spots, eyes, etc.

Next week we’re learning about 
beavers, badgers (Go! Red!) and bi-
son. There might even be some real 
beaver and badger fur to compare. 
It will be a story time that can’t be 
missed! We’re looking forward to 
meeting some new friends. We meet 
every Tuesday at 10 a.m., before the 
library officially opens, so we have 
the place to ourselves.

Please join us! 

608-897-4797

FREE PRESS
Your Hometown Newspaper

1035 1st Center Ave. • Suite 107
Brodhead, WI 53520

FREE PRESS

Your best source for local and 
area news, serving seven
Wisconsin and Illinois 

communities and 8,400 homes.
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For Sale

Firewood for sale, cash only. Call 
608-879-9014.        	         (tf) 

Cox Limestone Repair—All 
tuckpointing and mortar needs 
on stone barnwalls, basements, 
foundations. Call 608-314-4713.      
			           (tf)

FREE PRESS CLASSIFIEDS

Log splitters for rent by the day. 
Dick’s Repair. 608-897-2355.      (tf)
Haile Tree Service, aerial bucket, 
stump grinding. Licensed and 
insured. Call 608-879-9014.        (tf) 

Services

JACK OF ALL TRADES.US—
Gutter cleaning, weatherizing, 
yard cleanup, carpet cleaning, 
Christmas lights, painting, honey-
do-list. Call 608-897-2410.         (tf)

JUDA HAY SALES LLC. LOCA-
TED AT: Carter and Gruenewald 
east lot, W2898 County Road KS, 
Juda, WI. First and third Saturdays. 
Next sale date—November 16. Sale 
starts at noon. Unloading available 
the day before and the morning of 
the sale. No unloading after 11 a.m. 
Reloading available after the sale. 
Operated by Mike and Holly Hasse, 
phone 608-214-8444, license 
4039.52; Cal Schaver Auctioneer, 
license #451. 		   (11/13)

Hay Sale

POLICE BLOTTER

Notice

SCHOOL DISTRICT OF JUDA
Regular School Board Meeting
November 13, 2024, 7:00 p.m.
Juda School Den (Old Library)

N2385 Spring St.
This meeting is a meeting of the Board 
of Education in public for the purpose 
of conducting the School District’s 
business and is not to be considered a 
public hearing. There may be a time for 
public comment during the meeting as 
indicated in the agenda.
 The policy committee will meet 
at 6:00 p.m. in the Office Conference 
Room.
 The finance committee will meet at 
6:30 p.m. in the Den.
AGENDA
I. Call to Order by President Pfingsten
II. Roll Call
 Dennis Pfingsten 
 Pat Daniels Jen Brooks
 Laura Powers Courtney Martins
 Jessica Matzke Rustin Whitney
III. Pledge of Allegiance
IV. Proof of Notice
V. Acceptance of Agenda
VI. Open Forum
VII. Consent Agenda—Consent agenda 
 items will be approved in one motion: 
 however, any Board member may 
 ask that any individual item be acted 
 on separately.
 1. Approval of the minutes of the 
  regular board meeting held on 
  October 9, 2024
 2. Treasurer and Financial reports 
 (Action)
 3. Approval of Contracts (Action) 
 4. Resignations/Retirement (Action)
 5. Donations (Action)
VIII. WASB Honor Roll Recognition:
  Discussion/Action
IX. Reports
 1. School Staff/Student Report
  •New staff
  •Exchange student
 2. School Board President’s Report
  •State Convention in Milwaukee—
  January 22-24, 2025
  •Review of joint board meeting
  •Board candidate timelines
  •Board development survey
 3. Administrator Report
  •Staffing updates
  •Special Education audit (Procedural
  Self-Compliance Audit-PSCA)
  •Strategic Plan
  •Review of events/Upcoming events
  •Other updates as necessary
 4. Park and Recreation District 
  Report
X. Referendum updates: Discussion/
  action)
 •Review of election results
  •Future project planning
XI. Policy Review Update:
XII. Five Minute Recess
XIII: Adjourn into Executive Session 
 according to Wis. State Statutes 
 19.85 (1) (c) (f)
XIV. Reconvene into open session and 
 take appropriate action as necessary
XV. Meeting Review and Future board 
 agenda items and meetings: 
 (discussion/action)
  •December 11, 2024
XVI. Adjournment
 11/13/2024

Wanted:
Truck Driver with Class A CDL license 

and mechanical abilities
Union job with bene� ts and pension

Starting wage $37.35/hour
Contact Crowley Masonry at 608-835-5660

or
David Steuri at 608-209-8766

1029 16th Ave. • Monroe, WI 53566
608-325-2600

Monday -Friday 9-5
Saturday 9-4

Registered Jewelers • American Gem Society
Diamond Center

Lueckes’

1013 16th Ave. • Monroe, WI • 608-325-4464
buringtonshoes@hotmail.com   buringtonshoes@hotmail.com   

Monday - Thursday 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Friday 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. • Saturday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Gift Certifi cates Available!

Come take a stroll around 
Monroe’s 

Historic Downtown!

HOURS: Tuesday - Friday 10-5 • Saturday 10-4 
Sunday Noon - 4 • Monday closed

JoAnne’s Dress Shop
1618 11th Street • Monroe, WI 53566

608-325-3900 • joannesdressshop@tds.net

Open 7 Days A Week

Winter Outerwear Coats
20% off!

Lots of Christmas Gifts $20 and under
Gift Cards and free Gift Wrapping

Saturday 
Mornings at 
the Durand 

Library
Learn about the 

Center for Learning in 
Retirement

Submitted by Barbara 
Flores, President, Friends 
of the Durand Library

Have you ever thought about 
writing a novel, getting healthy and 
fit, mastering a new technology, 
learning more about American his-
tory, or exploring other cultures and 
religions?

Then please join us Saturday, No-
vember 16, at 10 a.m. at the Durand 
Library to enjoy a 30-minute pre-
sentation on the benefits of being 
a member of the Center for Learn-
ing in Retirement (CLR), a program 
of Rock Valley College. Brad Keyes, 
a member of the CLR team, will be 
the speaker.

Maybe you wonder about navi-
gating “the system” as a senior, how 
to live as a mature single, or find-
ing purpose in retirement. Now 
that you have more time for your-
self, wouldn’t you enjoy day trips 
or overnights to places of interest, 
information about traveling in other 
countries, or meeting people with 
similar interests?

Or maybe you want to discover 
more about yourself, your future, or 
your community. Take advantage of 
the many exciting lifelong learning 
opportunities CLR has to offer!

Classes are offered on a wide 
range of topics for a nominal fee: 
arts and crafts, computer training, 
finance, fitness, health and well-
ness, history, humanities, religion, 
science and nature, social sciences, 
special interests and hobbies. 

Everyone is encouraged to come 
out and learn about CLR, this is a 
great opportunity for the student in all 
of us to keep learning and stay active. 
The Library Collection is 
Growing

Please check last week’s Volun-
teer or the library Facebook page 
to see a listing of the several titles 
just added to the library in the past 
week. And remember that there are 
several large print books for those 
who find them easier to read. 
About the Library

The Durand Library is a collabo-
ration between Durand School and 
the Friends of the Durand Library, 
a 501 (c)(3) organization. Residents 
of the Durand School District enjoy 
checkout privileges, and everyone 
is invited to all library programs. 

Library hours are Saturdays 9 
a.m. to noon. Entry is at the east or 
playground end of the school build-
ing. Just follow the paved walkway, 
signs are posted. For more infor-
mation about library programs 
or general questions about the li-
brary please email villagelibrary@
cusd322.org, call or text 815-289-
8602 or visit FB.com/durandvil-
lagelibrary. 

Green County
Sheriff’s Department
November 4-10, 2024

At 5:08 p.m., Thursday, deputies 
along with BHFD and BH EMS, re-
sponded to the N500 block of CTH 
G, Town of Spring Grove, for car vs 
tree accident. Investigations found 
that the driver, Cesar Salgado, 22, 
of Brodhead, was southbound on 
CTH G, when he swerved to avoid 
a deer in the roadway. Salgado re-
ported no injuries, reported wear-
ing his seat belt, and there was a 
combination of airbags. The vehicle 
sustained disabling damage and 
was towed from the scene.

THE BRODHEAD FREE PRESS

FREE PRESS Your best source for 
local and area news!

608-897-4797
1035 1st Center Ave. • Suite 107

Brodhead, WI 53520

Brodhead, Juda, 
Orfordville, and 

Albany!

E-mail: www.brodheadfreepress@gmail.com

EXTRA! EXTRA! 
READ ALL ABOUT IT!

We’re the ONLY 
publication with 

100% coverage of

608-897-4797

FREE PRESS
1035 1st Center Ave. • Suite 107

Brodhead, WI 53520

Can’t make it during 
office hours?

We have a night drop for 
your convenience!!

Your Hometown 
Newspaper

Please place items in an envelope!

608-897-4797

FREE PRESS
Please contact us to place a community event, 

engagement/wedding announcement, 
an advertisement, or nearly anything else.
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At Brodhead Water & Light, we join forces with other local, not-for-profit 
utilities through WPPI Energy to share resources and lower costs.

brodheadwaterandlight.com  •  (608) 897-2505

COMMITTED TO YOU.

We want to be clear. Honesty and 

transparency are community values 

we believe in and practice every 

day. At Brodhead Water & Light, our 

business is your business. As a locally 

owned, not-for-profit utility our goal 

is to provide clear, complete, and 

easily accessible information to our 

customers regarding new services, 

system projects and rates changes. If 

you have a question or think we could 

do something better, please let us know. 

HOLDING OURSELVES  

TO A HIGHER  
STANDARD

QUESTIONS? CALL US AT (608) 897-2505

Get ready to kick off the holi-
day season with a bang at the an-
nual Brodhead Fire and Ice Festival! 
Presented by Bridges Bar and Grill, 
this beloved event will take over 
downtown Brodhead on the first 
weekend of December, promis-
ing fun for the whole family. From 
stunning ice sculptures to a festive 
holiday parade, there’s something 
for everyone to enjoy at this magical 
celebration.

Dates:  Friday, December 6th–
Saturday, December 7th

Location: Downtown Brodhead
Experience the enchantment of 

expertly crafted ice sculptures and 
the fiery glow of mesmerizing fire 
twirlers. They’ll light up the crisp 
winter night and create a magical 
atmosphere all around you. Stop by 
the Business Center for a photo with 
Santa, where Mitchell Covert Exit 

Brodhead Fire and Ice Festival:
A Holiday Tradition Returns!

Professional Realty will be handing 
out a sweet treat for everyone who 
participates!

Sponsored by Bullwinkle’s Coffee 
and More and Mitchell Covert Exit 
Realty, horse-drawn carriage rides 
will take you on a festive journey 
through downtown, where you can 
enjoy the twinkling lights and the 
holiday magic.

The highlight of the weekend is 
the  Senz and Redieske Lighted Pa-
rade, a spectacular event that will 
light up the streets with dazzling 
floats, festive music, and plenty of 
holiday cheer.

You’ll also find unique gifts from 
local artisans and vendors as you 
shop in downtown Brodhead. Cozy 
up by the fire pits and roast marsh-
mallows or hot dogs while taking 
in the winter evening atmosphere. 
For those seeking a little adventure, 

there’s the  Frozen T-Shirt Contest, 
where you can test your skills and 
patience for a chance to win some 
cool prizes!

Saturday morning, head 
to  Breakfast with Santa, hosted by 
the Brodhead Jaycees, from 9 to 11 
a.m. at Three Water Reserve. It’s the 
perfect opportunity to enjoy a deli-
cious meal and snap a photo with 
Old Saint Nick.

This year’s event will also fea-
ture live music, delicious food and 
drinks, and tons of activities for all 
ages. Don’t miss out on the fun—
visit BrodheadFireAndIce.com  for 
more details and to register for 
contests, the memory tree, and the 
lighted parade.

Prepare to be amazed as Brod-
head’s Fire and Ice Festival trans-
forms downtown into a holiday 
wonderland!

State Land Judging
Contest Held

Blackhawk Technical College was the host of the 2024 Wisconsin State 
Land Judging Contest held Wednesday, October 9. Those participating were 
FFA students from Argyle, Bay Port, Beaver Dam, Black Hawk, Cassville, 
Cochrane-Fountain City, Cuba City, DeForest, Dodgeville, Elkhorn, Fenni-
more, Hudson, Juda, Lake Mills, Lancaster, Milton, Monticello, Mt. Horeb, 
Pecatonica, Platteville, Potosi, Prairie du Chien, Riverdale, River Ridge, 
Scales Mound, Seneca, Shullsburg, Spooner, Sun Prairie East, and Sun Prai-
rie West. There was a total of 203 students from 30 schools.

The students traveled to the Roger and Cheri Johnson farm, located west 
of Juda. The students reviewed four soil pits and determined the position 
in landscape, slope of the field, determined type and degree of erosion or 
if there was deposition, evaluated soil properties, such as texture, structure, 
and drainage, estimated slope, ranked land classes, observed soil limitations, 
checked for invasive species, and recommended conservation practices. 

The senior results are as follows: Top individual was Isaiah Groom of Potosi, 
second place went to Colton Nyman of Monticello, third was Carter Bierman 
of Potosi, fourth was Ryan Stoney of Potosi, and fifth went to Emily Retallick 
of Cassville. In team results, Potosi placed first, Monticello second, Cassville 
third, Black Hawk fourth, and Prairie du Chien fifth. The top five teams quali-
fied for the national land judging contest, to be held next April in Oklahoma. 

The junior results are as follows: Top individual was River Sahr of Poto-
si, second place went to Aaron Edge of Potosi, third was Reid Stalsberg of 
Fennimore, fourth was Teegan Griswold of Fennimore, and fifth went to JP 
Scanlan of Fennimore. In team results, Potosi placed first, Fennimore sec-
ond, Monticello third, Milton fourth, and Black Hawk fifth. 

Thank yous go to Rufer and Son and Brent Wollin for digging the pits for 
the contest. Jeff Deniger of the Natural Resources Conservation Service was 
the official judge of the contest. Todd Jenson of Green County Land and Wa-
ter Conservation was in charge of running the contest. Jason Thomas of the 
Natural Resources Conservation Service and members of their state office 
staff were pit bosses during the contest. Insight FS provided a $2500 spon-
sorship that covered the cost of awards and travel stipends to the teams go-
ing to the national contest.  Monson Septic sponsored a porta potty. Diane 
Morgan and Ken Engelke, state FFA CDE coordinators, managed the scoring 
room. Green County Land and Water Conservation sponsored lunch for the 
scorers. Blackhawk Technical College students and staff helped throughout 
the contest. Dusty Williams of Blackhawk Tech did the introductions at the 
beginning of the contest and handed out the awards at the end of the con-
test.  Thanks also to the 20 plus retired Agriculture instructors from south-
ern WI and Ag ED students from UW Platteville who helped score the con-
test.   And of course, a big thank you to Roger and Cheri Johnson for agreeing 
to be the host farm for the contest.

FREE PRESS
Can’t make it during 

office hours? Use our 
convenient night drop!!

608-897-4797
1035 1st Center Ave. • Suite 107

Brodhead, WI 53520


