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Baseball Awards

Varsity Team: Brody Riese, Gabe Bockhop, Braylon 
Strehlow, Chase Bauman, Sam Searls, Dave Masloske, 
Clay Elliott, Parker Vanderpal, Max Pinnow, Tyrin 
Foster, and Brooks Malkow.

Gabe Bockhop—
Team MVP

Brooks Malkow—MIP

Dave Masloske—
Defensive Player of the 

Year

All Conference Awards, left to right: Max Pinnow—
Honorable Mention, Sam Searls—Honorable Mention, 
Gabe Bockhop—Second Team All-Conference, Dave 
Masloske—First Team All-Conference.

JV Team, left to right: Beck Benton, Logan Krupke, 
Jayden Nehls, Max Bennett, Will Searls, Manny Bueno, 
Aiden Walker.

All Seniors: Brooks Malkow, Clay Elliott, Gabe Bockhop, 
Brody Riese, Dave Masloske, Parker Vanderpal, Max 
Pinnow, and Tyrin Foster.

2025 Captains—Max Pinnow, Gabe Bockhop, and Dave 
Masloske

analysis of cold chain logistics 
and export infrastructure needs in 
southern Wisconsin to ensure high-
quality dairy products can reach 
global markets efficiently.

•Supply Chain Assistance: 
Identification and support for 
addressing gaps in transportation, 
packaging, and distribution systems 
that hinder dairy exports.

Export Readiness R&D: 
De•velopment of tools, resources, 
and training to prepare producers 
and processors to meet international 
demand and regulatory standards.

The initiative aligns with 
Wisconsin’s broader effort to grow 
its agricultural export footprint 
and enhances the competitiveness 

of small and medium-sized 
agribusinesses.

“We’re grateful to DATCP for 
recognizing the importance of 
regional leadership in strengthening 
our state’s agricultural economy,” 
said Otte. “With this support, 
we’re not just investing in exports 
— we’re investing in the future of 
Wisconsin dairy.”

GCDC is a non-profit 
organization connecting public 
and private partnerships to catalyze 
economic growth while enhancing 
the quality of life in Green County, 
Wisconsin.

For more information about 
Green County Development 
Corporation and its initiatives, visit 
www.greencountydevelopment.
com, email us at gcdc@
greencountydevelopment.com or 
call 608-328-9452.

Capitol 
Update

By Senator 
Howard Marklein
June 27, 2025

Session Day Recap: 
Keeping Kids Safe, Supporting 
Nurses, and Helping EMS 
  On June 18, the State Senate 
was in session. We voted to pass 
meaningful legislation that will 
have a big impact on Wisconsinites. 
I want to dedicate this column to 
highlighting some of the key bills we 
passed on the floor. 

SB 41—School Safety Grants—
This legislation reauthorizes 
grants for schools to purchase 
infrastructure that protects students 
and teachers, such as reinforced 
doors, cameras, shatter resistant 
glass, and staff training. These 
grants will help schools upgrade 
their security and help create a 
safer learning environment for our 
students. 

SB 182—Emergency Medical 
Services (EMS) Grants—I 
authored this legislation to lower 
barriers for new EMS volunteers. 
This bill creates a program to 
reimburse volunteers for the cost 
of EMS classes taken at Wisconsin 
Technical Colleges. It also provides 
support to our Technical Colleges 
to help cover the cost of putting on 
EMS classes, even when the tuition 
does not cover their expenses. 
Finally, it launches a new “Live 
911” pilot program, which enables 
dispatchers to send a link via text 
message to a caller that would 
allow the dispatcher to see a live 
video of the scene, provide better 
instructions, and share information 
with first responders. 

SB 232—Child Advocacy Center 
(CAC) Grants—This legislation 
gives Child Advocacy Centers 
(CACs) more flexibility to receive 
state grant funding. These centers 
are a great asset to Wisconsin, 
supporting children who are victims 

of alleged abuse, neglect, and 
endangerment. My district is home 
to the Green County Child Advocacy 
Center, which does phenomenal 
work. While I wish crimes like this 
did not exist in our society, as long 
as they do, our entire community 
benefits from the critical work CACs 
do. They work closely with district 
attorneys and law enforcement to 
secure convictions in child abuse 
cases and offer important, ongoing 
services to the victims. I was very 
proud to vote for this important bill!

SB 258—Advanced Practice 
Registered Nurses (APRN) 
Licensing—This legislation creates 
a separate license for Registered 
Nurses (RN) who meet the criteria to 
practice as APRNs. Wisconsin faces 
a critical shortage of healthcare 
workers, especially in rural areas. 
This is in part because we place 
artificial and unnecessary barriers 
in the way of APRNs practicing 
within their full scope of practice. 
This legislation allows APRNs to 
work independently, while still 
ensuring they meet high standards 
of training and qualification. I am 
proud to cosponsor this bill, which 
helps ease the provider shortage we 
feel all across our state and make 
Wisconsin a more attractive place 
for these professionals to practice. 

These are just a few of the 
impactful bills the State Senate 
passed during an eventful session 
day. I will continue working hard 
on your behalf, voting for legislation 
that makes a meaningful difference 
in the lives of my constituents and 
the communities I serve. 

If you need assistance with 
any state-related matters, 
please call my team at the State 
Capitol–608-266-0703–or 
email me–Sen.Marklein@legis.
wisconsin.gov. My team is ready 
and willing to help navigate your 
state government, clear obstacles, 
and receive your input. 

Call 608-897-4797

FREE PRESS
Please contact us to place 

a community event, an engagement 
or wedding announcement, 

an advertisement, 
or nearly anything else!!

IS NOW

CHECK IT OUT!
CHECK IT OUT!

FREE PRESS
FREE PRESS

brodheadfreepress.com

Your Hometown Newspaper

1035 1st Center Ave. • Suite 107
Brodhead, WI 53520

608-897-4797
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NoticeLocal & Area Services

608-897-4700 • Brodhead608-897-4700 • Brodhead
For professional oil or gas burner service call us.

New Installation, Service & Repairs
We service all makes and models of furnaces & air conditioners!

HEATING AND COOLING
OLINOLIN

Dr. Dan Branson DDS
702 23rd St. • Brodhead, WI 53520

608-897-8645
dentist.brodhead@outlook.com • www.brodheaddental.com

Mon & Wed 8 am-5 pm • Tues 8 am-6 pm • Thurs 8 am-3 pm

WHOLESALE & RETAIL LIMESTONE
3/4”, 1 1/2”, 3” Breaker Rock

608-87 9-2623 • 608-289-2891(Cell)

Ryan Farm 
Quarries

608-879-4089

CHANGING JOBS?
Don’t leave your
401(k) BEHIND

JEREMY PINNOW
& ASSOCIATES INC.

Financial Services

1022 1st Center Ave. 
Brodhead, WI 53520

608-897-2013

1005 Cameron Dr. - Suite 1 
Durand, IL 61024

815-248-3284
Securities and investment advisory services offered through Osaic Wealth, Inc. member FINRA/SIPC. Osaic 
Wealth is separately owned and other entities and/or marketing names, products or services referenced here are 
independent of Osaic Wealth.

CONSIGNY LAW FIRM, S.C.

Mark Schroeder Mike Faust

Brodhead Location
1030 1st Center Avenue

608-897-2116

Web site
http://www.janesvillelaw.com

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
A limited Liability Organization

Justin Henry

Brodhead, WI
W896 Ten Eyck Rd.

YOUR PERSONAL AUTOMOTIVE SPECIALIST

47
11

56

M-F 8am-5pm
608-897-4889
www.systechauto.com

Master Tech 
of 35 years

Complete Auto  Care
^

and Diesel!

SCHOOL DISTRICT OF JUDA
Regular School Board Meeting

July 9, 2025, 7:00 p.m.
Juda School Den (Old Library)

N2385 Spring St.
This meeting is a meeting of the Board 
of Education in public for the purpose 
of conducting the School District’s 
business. There may be a time for 
public comment during the meeting as 
indicated in the agenda.
The finance committee will meet at 6:30 
p.m. in the Den.

AGENDA
I. Call to Order by President Pfingsten
II. Roll Call
 Dennis Pfingsten 
 Pat Daniels Jen Brooks
 Eric Munz Kendra Sullivan
 Jessica Matzke Rustin Whitney
III. Pledge of Allegiance
IV. Proof of Notice
V. Acceptance of Agenda
VI. Open Forum
VII. Consent Agenda—Consent agenda 
 items will be approved in one motion: 
 however, any Board member may 
 ask that any individual item be acted 
 on separately.
 1. Approval of the minutes of the 
  regular board meeting held on 
  June 11, 2025
 2. Treasurer and Financial reports 
 (Action)
 3. Approval of Contracts (Action) 
 4. Resignations/Retirement (Action)
 5. Donations (Action)
VIII. Referendum Updates: Discussion/
  Action
 •Update of Projects
IX. Reports
  1. School Staff/Student Report
  2. School Board President’s Report
  3. Administrator Report
  •Staffing Updates
  •Review of events/Upcoming events
  •Other updates as necessary
X. Seclusion and Restraint: Discussion/
  Action
XI. Academic Standards: Discussion/
  Action
XII. Preliminary Budget: Discussion/
  Action
XIII. Five Minute Recess
XIV. Adjourn into Executive Session 
 according to Wis. State Statutes 
 19.85 (1) (c) (f)
XV. Reconvene into open session and 
 take appropriate action as necessary
XVI. Future board agenda items and 
  meetings: (discussion/action)
  •August 20, 2025 (change in 
  meeting from August 13, 2025
XVII. Adjournment
 07/09/2025

South Central 
Wisconsin 
Farmers 

Union
Neonicotinoids Cause 

Trouble for Insects and 
other Wildlife

By Sally Leong
Declines in populations of bees, 

mayflies, butterflies and birds have 
been reported in the recent years 
and environmental quality is a 
primary cause. Loss of habitat is 
also contributing to reductions of 
grassland birds but the quality of 
habitat including availability of food 
and clean water are also causal. 
Sixty-three years ago, Rachel Carson 
wrote about a similar phenomenon 
regarding DDT in her seminal book 
Silent Spring. 

What is causing these changes 
today? One reason is the use of 
neonicotinoid pesticides, often 
shortened to “neonics,” both 
in agriculture on field crops, 
vegetables, fruit, and trees, but 
also in urban settings on lawns, 
and in homes and garden centers. 
Neonicotinoid use has become 
widespread over the last 25 years 
and is exacerbated by their ready 
solubility in surface and ground 
water systems. Five neonicotinoid 
pesticides are registered for use 
in Wisconsin: Clothianidin, 
Dinotefuran, Acetamiprid, 
Imidacloprid, and Thiamethoxam. 
Clothianidin, Imidacloprid, 
and Thiamethoxam are used 
in production agriculture while 
Dinotefuran and Acetamiprid 
are used primarily on turf, in 
greenhouse operations and homes.

Many seeds and most corn 
seed today are coated with these 
compounds as a prophylactic 
measure to protect seed from insect 
damage. One corn seed can carry 
about a milligram of neonicotinoids 
and the lethal dose for one bee is 
~5 nanograms. The coating on one 
seed can potentially kill as many 
as 100,000 bees and a typical corn 
field is planted with 30,000 corn 
seeds. In 2024, four million acres 
of corn were grown in Wisconsin 
of the 91.5 million acres cultivated 
in corn in the US. In addition, corn 
production has nearly doubled in 
the US in the last 20 years to meet 
the demands of the Renewable 
Fuel Standard to produce ethanol. 
The North Central region, which 
includes Wisconsin, is the primary 
locus of corn production in the US. 

Neonic effects permeate all 
biota. Water washes off the neonic 
seed coating into soil and water 
systems, negatively affecting the 
soil organisms, insects, wildlife, 
and plants that make use of this 
water to live. The chemicals can 
also be sprayed on plants or added 
in granular form to soil. These 
compounds travel systemically in 
the plant and can be present in the 
flowers and nectar and pollen that 
insects like bees and butterflies 
seek. The tainted water ends up 
in streams and rivers and lakes, 
ground water systems, and in 
some wells. Recent surveys by the 
Wisconsin Department of Natural 
Resources identified neonicotinoids 
in our water across the state where 
agricultural activity is found Five 
percent of wells tested were also 
found to contain these chemicals. 

The presence of neonicotinoids 

on seed and in our water systems 
is impacting wildlife both directly 
and indirectly. Birds such as cranes 
readily eat the coated corn seed. 
The Mississippi River Watershed 
encompasses much of Wisconsin 
with the Wisconsin River as a major 
tributary. Studies on mayfly tissues 
in the Upper Mississippi River 
have demonstrated the widespread 
presence of neonicotinoids. Mayfly 
emergence has also declined 
in recent years all pointing to 
neonicotinoids as the cause. Mayfly 
larvae are an important food source 
for fish and other wildlife, spreading 
the impact of neonics. 

Impacts on human health are still 
under study but existing findings 
are worrisome. Neonicotinoids 
target the nervous system of many 
organisms including humans. 
The WI Department of Human 
Health Services has issued a health 
advisory that recommends a limit 
in drinking water of 0.2 parts per 
billion (ug/L) Imidacloprid with 
higher thresholds for other neonics. 
Nine percent of WI ground water 
samples tested exceed this limit for 
Imidacloprid. 

Where do we go from here? 
Several states have imposed 
regulations to limit neonicotinoid 
use mostly at the residential level. 
New York and Vermont recently 
enacted the most stringent laws in 

the United States to ban most uses 
of these pesticides unless the need 
is justified. In 2018 the European 
Union banned outdoor uses of 
the three primary neonicotinoids 
Clothianidin, Imidacloprid, and 
Thiamethoxam. Acetamiprid 
can still be used until 2033, but 
recent studies have brought 
new concerns about its safety. 
Despite acknowledging many 
environmental impacts such as the 
decline of bees and birds, the EPA 
has yet to issue comprehensive final 
rules for neonic use. Elected officials 
in Wisconsin recently attempted 
to limit use of neonicotinoids on 
DNR lands and to pass a set of bills 
to protect pollinators in Wisconsin 
without success.

Studies on corn and soybean 
production have shown that 
neonicotinoid use has little benefit 
to growers. The provinces of Ontario 
and Quebec, Canada limit use on 
these crops to certain situations and 
requires proof of need in a growing 
season. Growers in Quebec went 
from 100% to a few percent use 
of the coated corn seed without 
negative impacts on production. 
The Practical Farmers of Iowa as 
well as many academic researchers 
in the United States have made 
similar conclusions. Despite these 
findings, the percentage of coated 
corn seed continues to increase 
and is now estimated at over 90%, 
while soybean is over 50% in the 
United States. Seed companies can 
be owned by the same company 
that produces the neonicotinoids, 
so promoting their use is good for 

AGENDA
BRODHEAD SCHOOL DISTRICT

REGULAR SCHOOL BOARD MEETING
Wednesday, July 9, 2025

MEMORIAL PUBLIC  LIBRARY
1207 25th Street, Brodhead, WI

This meeting is a meeting of the Board 
of Education in public for the purpose 
of conducting the School District’s 
business and is not to be considered a 
public community meeting. There is a 
time for public participation during the 
meeting as indicated in the agenda.

JOIN WITH GOOGLE MEET:
https://meet.google.com/

oiv-jiji-thn
JOIN BY TELEPHONE:

+1 727-325-2066
(PIN: 996403637)

I. CALL TO ORDER
II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
III. ROLL CALL
IV. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
V. INFORMATION REPORTS
VI. PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD
AGENDA
VII. CONSENT AGENDA
 1. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES
 2. APPROVAL OF BILLS
 3. ACCEPT DONATION(S)
 4. RESIGNATION(S)
  5. EMPLOYMENT
   RECOMMENDATION(S)
 6. VOLUNTEER 
   RECOMMENDATION(S)
VIII. NEXUS REFERENDUM UPDATE
IX. EMPLOYEE WELLNESS CLINIC
  PRESENTATION
X. PRESENTATION OF ANNUAL
  CRIME STATISTICS REPORT
XI.  APPROVAL OF WASB BUSINESS
  HONOR ROLL NOMINATIONS
XII. AUTHORIZATION TO HIRE STAFF
XIII. APPOVAL OF ACADEMIC 
 STANDARDS
XIV. ACCEPT BREAD & MLK BIDS
  FOR 2025-26
XV. ACCEPT PRIME FOOD VENDOR
  BID FOR 2025-26
XVI. APPROVAL OF HVAC PMA
  (PREVENTATIVE MAINTENANCE
  AGREEMENT) FOR 2025-26
XVII. APPROVAL OF HIGH SCHOOL &
  MIDDLE SCHOOL CO-CURRICULAR
 HANDBOOKS FOR 2025-26
XVIII. APPROVAL OF 2024-25 BUDGET
  REVISIONS
XIX. FUTURE AGENDA
XX. ROLL CALL VOTE TO CONVENE IN
 CLOSED SESSION PURSUANT TO
 WI. STS. 19.85 (1)(c)
  a. District Administrator Evaluation
  b. Considering Compensation of 
 an Employee
XXI. ACTION ON CLOSED SESSION 
 ITEMS
XXII. ADJOURNMENT
Persons needing special accommodations 

should call (608) 897-2141 at least 
twenty-four [24] hours prior to the meeting. 

07/09/2025

FREE PRESS You’ve tried the rest...
Now read the BEST!!

608-897-4797
1035 1st Center Ave. • Suite 107

Brodhead, WI 53520

Your best source for local and area news, serving
four Wisconsin communities and 5,900 homes.
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Advertising
Deadline:

Friday, 5 p.m.

Classifieds:  $5 for 
20 words
(10 cents 
per word, 

thereafter)

POLICE BLOTTER

Cox Limestone Repair—All 
tuckpointing and mortar needs 
on stone barnwalls, basements, 
foundations. Call 608-314-4713.      
			           (tf)

FREE PRESS CLASSIFIEDS

Log splitters for rent by the day. 
Dick’s Repair. 608-897-2355.      (tf)
Haile Tree Service, aerial bucket, 
stump grinding. Licensed and 
insured. Call 608-879-9014.        (tf) 

Services

HANDYMAN-HONEY-DO-LIST
Tree/shrub trimming, painting, 
power washing. Call 608-897-
2410. JACK OF ALL TRADES.US       	
			           (tf)

By Sarah Carpenter, 
Outreach Librarian
By Laura Roth,
Children’s Librarian

Amish Community
LOCAL BUSINESSES

Detweiler
& Kauffman

Handcrafted Amish Furniture

Bedroom Sets • Dining Sets • Hutches
Rolltop Desks • Entertainment Centers

Computer Center • Glider Rockers
Lawn Furniture • AND MORE

Custom work - Kitchens, Baths & Built-Ins
W282 Atkinson Rd. • Albany

608-897-8787
OPEN Mon-Sat

9 a.m.-4 p.m.
We accept

Visa, Mastercard
& Discover

Great Buys on Name Brands
Stop in and check us out!

OPEN: Tuesday-Friday 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Saturday 8:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.• Sunday & Monday CLOSED

W363 Atkinson Rd. • Albany, WI 53502
608-897-2867

BENT & DENT GROCERY
Countryside

Custom Built Vinyl Windows
1928 N. Old 92

Evansville, WI 53536
608-882-2743

Where Quality Comes First!

Call Now for
a FREE
Estimate!

Locally Made!

Slider • Patio Doors 
Picture • Double Hung 

Awning • Bay • Casement

16348 Gempler Road
Brodhead, WI 53520

608-897-4307

Specializing in 
outdoor

deck and patio 
furniture

Who knew you can paint with 
crepe paper and a spray bottle? The 
youngsters at Albertson Memorial 
Library’s Summer Library Program 
did just that, producing some 
very creative rainbows! The water 
combined with the crepe paper to 
leave a water-color-like stain on the 
paper. Very beautiful!

The children learned about all 
the different kinds of green (pine 
green, faded green, and slow green, 
etc.) from the book Green by Laura 
Seger and A Green, Green Garden 
by Mercer Mayer. 

Next, they used green soybean 
leaves to add green to the on-going 
t-shirt project. A banging rubber 
mallet makes a horrific noise but 
leaves a really nice impression 
behind (think grass stain) using 
the chlorophyll in the leaves. The 
t-shirts are turning into a colorful 
masterpiece, almost a scrapbook 
of the entire Summer Library 
Program!

Sadly, Albertson Memorial 
Library’s Summer Library Program 
is finished for this year, but there 
are children’s programs throughout 
the rest of the summer. Check 
out Albertson Memorial Library’s 
website for more information.

Don’t forget to keep reading. The 
Summer Reading Challenge goes 
through the end of August. It offers 
prizes for all ages, including adults.

July 1st started green week for 
Albertson Memorial Library’s 
Summer Library Program and all 
the activities revolved around green 
leaves. Storytime included Green by 
Laura Seeger and A Green, Green 
Garden by Mercer Mayer. 

Using a chromatography 
experiment, participants could 
watch green marker ‘climb’ a strip 
of paper towel, separating into 
blue and yellow. In an extra bonus, 
the experiment was replicated 
with two different kinds of maple 
leaves, ground up in a blender. The 
red maple leaves turned out to be 
mostly green after all.

Finally, rubber mallets pounded 
chlorophyll from leaves onto the 
t-shirts (think grass stain). It was 
loud and rowdy, but the t-shirts are 
getting more and more colorful.

Sadly, the Summer Library 
Program has come to an end. 
However, there will be more 
children’s programs through 
August. Be sure to check out 
Albertson Memorial’s website for 
more information. And don’t forget 
to keep reading. The summer 
reading challenge runs to the end of 
August, as well. 

Green County 
Sheriff’s Department
June 30-July 6, 2025

At 2:48 a.m., Friday, deputies 
responded to the 100 block of 
W. Main Street, in the Village of 
Albany, for a two-vehicle crash 
with no injuries. The investigation 
found that Brett M. Broebner, 20, of 
Brodhead, was traveling westbound 
when he swerved to miss a deer and 
then collided with an unoccupied 
parked vehicle. Broebner reported 
that he was wearing his seat 
belt and was not injured. Both 
vehicles involved sustained 
disabling damage, with no airbag 
deployment, and were towed from 
the scene. Broebner was cited for 
failure to maintain control and 
released pending court. 
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business. The cost to the farmer 
may be as much as $20 an acre for 
the coating. Some companies coat 
their GMO (Genetically Modified 
Organism) seed to provide traits 
such as herbicide resistance that 
can interest growers. Flea and tick 
treatments for pets can contain 
neonicotinoids and may also be 
marketed by the same company 
that produces the chemicals.

As an informed public, we all 
need to question the value of these 
pesticides that are increasing in 
our water systems and contributing 
to the decline of insects and 
wildlife, in some cases for use in a 
prophylactic manner. We need to 
consider alternatives to situations 
where there may be a real need and 
consider stringent laws to protect 
the environment and human health 
for the long term.

 Sally Leong is a retired biochemist 
and emeritus faculty member of the 
University of Wisconsin, Madison. 
As a new grandmother, Sally wants 
to ensure that safe and healthy soil 
and water are available to all life for 
generations to come.

South Central Wisconsin 
Farmers Union is a member-driven 
chapter committed to enhancing 
the quality of life for family farmers, 
rural communities, and all people 
through educational opportunities, 
cooperative endeavors, and civic 
engagement in Rock, Green, and 
Lafayette Counties.

Insects
(Continued from page 6)

At Brodhead Water & Light, we join forces with other local, not-for-profit 
utilities through WPPI Energy to share resources and lower costs.

brodheadwaterandlight.com  •  (608) 897-2505

LEADING BY EXAMPLE TO ACHIEVE A SUSTAINABLE ENVIRONMENT.

POWERING 
A RESPONSIBLE  ENERGY

FUTURE
We don’t just work in Brodhead, we’re a 

part of it. So, when it comes to 

protecting the environment, we’re 

leading by example. Brodhead Water & 

Light is committed to building a more 

affordable, sustainable and cleaner 

future. We work with residents, 

businesses, and partners to save money, 

lower carbon emissions, and strengthen 

our community’s economy. With 

programs like Choose Renewable, Going 

Solar, and our Electric Vehicle initiatives 

we are committed to doing what’s right 

for our local community and our planet. 

Find out more at 

brodheadwaterandlight.com.

On Monday, June 30 community 
members from Green County and 
surrounding areas came together 
to learn more about the state 
budget process and its impact 
on the property taxes and our 
communities affordability. 

The discussion started with Dr. 
Thayer from New Glarus School 
District talking about the current 
state of school district funding and 
how chronic underfunding from 
the state has resulted in increased 
property taxes. She emphasized 
that the system is unfair in how 
public schools are funded and 
held accountable in comparison 
to private and voucher schools. 
For example, private and voucher 
schools do not have to have DPI 
licensed teachers and are not 
required to participate in the 
Forward Exams, nor pay for and 
require the ACT exam is taken by 
every student. These exams are 
how schools are “graded” and are 
easy for the general public to look 
at and compare. Furthermore, the 

proposed special ed reimbursement 
is woefully below what it was in the 
1990s as it hovers around 30% right 

now with the budget (now passed 
at 42% for 25-26 and 45% in 26-27), 
but for private schools it is at 90%. 

State Superintended Jill Underly 
and Deputy Undersecretary 
provided more context about the 
historical funding of schools and 
special education as questions were 
asked. The state budget also passed 
and provided zero additional 
dollars per student for the next 
two years for public schools, 
but voucher schools did get an 
increase. Presenters also explained 
that the property taxpayers you 
pay do not go into the budget for 
the state funding, your property 
taxes are completely separate, 
but are impacted by the lack of 
fair investment at the state level. 
Therefore, communities with more 
people, more large corporations, 
and wealthier households are able 
to provide more for their public 
schools in comparison to smaller 
more rural communities with fewer 
taxable households/businesses. 
This unfairness results in our 
communities being hollowed out 
as people who have the flexibility 
either enroll their children in 
neighboring districts or they move 
to more vibrant communities 
leaving the remaining property 
taxpayers paying even more for 
fewer services. 

After the public education 
question and answer wrapped 
up, Corrine Hendrickson, family 
child care provider spoke about the 
necessity to increase supports for 
special education as the schools are 
responsible for children once they 
turn three. Prior to three, the county 
has birth-3 services. However, 
three year olds are best served in 
the community, including in child 
care programs and when there isn’t 
adequate funding, the ability to 
meet our youngest children’s needs 
when they are most impactful 
isn’t appropriately handled. For 
example, this causes children with 
easier to support speech needs to be 
unsupported until it impacts their 
ability to play and learn with their 
peers and siblings. The inability to 
fully meet young children’s needs 
causes secondary diagnosis and 
is more expensive for the district 
and negatively impacts the child’s 
growth and development. 

Next, she spoke about the lack 
of funding for child care and the 
inability for parents to afford the cost 
of care. Yes, child care is extremely 
expensive, but the teachers and 
family child care providers earn 
poverty level wages. The reason for 
this is the low number of children to 
adults required to ensure children 
thrive and the teachers can meet 
their needs without burning out. 
The average wage is $13 an hour 
for group centers and about 25,000 
annually for a 50 hour work week 
for family child care. The budget 
did allocate the interest earned on 
the American Rescue Plan funds for 
11 more months, but this amount 
is smaller and tuition will continue 
to rise and teachers will continue 
to quit as they can’t earn a living in 
this field. This impacts the ability 
of the early childhood educators 
to identify and refer children to 
special ed services as they are less 
likely to understand the process, 
successfully navigate the difficult 
conversation with a parent about 
the possibility their child needs 
support, and advocate for that 
child to receive the appropriate 
services needed in the child care 
program with their peers. This 
impacts parents of children under 
12 to consistently work and earn 

Community members gather to 
learn more about state budget

enough income to afford to live. 
Fewer parents working means 
more people qualify for Medicaid 
(Badgercare), food stamps, and 
other forms of public assistance. 
Lower income means fewer people 
spending money in our community 
and our businesses then suffer. 
CGreen County economy loses  
between 14-22 million annually 
due to the lack of child care due to 
household losses, business impacts, 
and tax revenue. Furthermore, as 
child care becomes more scarce 
and prohibitively expensive schools 
have had to turn to all day 4k 
programs and some are even going 
to 3k. The state does not provide 
any money for 3k and only partially 
provides for 4k; meaning local 
property taxpayers are making up 
the difference. 
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