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POLICE BLOTTERFor Sale

FREE PRESS CLASSIFIEDS

Log splitters for rent by the day. 
Dick’s Repair. 608-897-2355.      (tf)
Haile Tree Service, aerial bucket, 
stump grinding. Licensed and 
insured. Call 608-879-9014.        (tf) 

Services

Firewood for sale, cash only. Call 
608-879-9014.        	         (tf) 

Jack of All Trades.US 
Handyman—fruit tree trimming, 
painting, honey-do-list, repairs. Call 
608-897-2410.           	         (tf)

By Betty Anderson

I began my farming journey in 
my 50th year when I met and mar-
ried my husband, Dane who had 
deep roots on his third generation 
family farm. We quickly over diver-
sified as I fell in love with all aspects 
of our homesteading lifestyle. While, 
this was completely unsustainable 
it was all sorts of good learning!

Walking and working our 40 
acres we have always been acutely 
aware of the generations of folk who 
walked it before us. My husband 
reminisces about hunting the 600 
plus acres he had access to as a boy 
and finding arrowheads, and won-
dering about who had left them. 
We are just three miles down the 
road from the giant burr oak that 
marked the halfway point on the 
Native American trade route that 
ran northeast to southwest from 
the lake (Michigan) to the big river 
(Mississippi).When looking at the 
abstract to our farm we discovered 
that Daniel and Polly Smith were the 
very first to deed our place from the 
US government. Thus we became 
The Old Smith Place in their honor, 
though we know many generations 
were here before them. Our only 
real goal for our time of stewardship 
has always been to leave the place a 
little better off than we found it.

South Central Wisconsin Farmers Union
Perennial Farming as a Retirement Plan

We did not set out to do peren-
nial crop farming rather we fell into 
it naturally, as our goals and needs 
shifted. As a girl, I learned to can and 
preserve food alongside my folks 
and have always loved it. Having all 
these acres to finally grow as much 
food as I wanted I quickly started 
my own business making gourmet 
jams and jellies under Wisconsin’s 
very limiting Pickle Bill. I quickly 
bumped up against the 5K earnings 
cap and realized that after expenses 
I barely broke even. Still, I loved it 
and learned many things about di-
rect and wholesale marketing and it 
did help cash flow the place during 
leaner times of the year. Of course 
hauling all this product around was 
expensive, time consuming and 
took a toll on my aging body leaving 
me prone to injury.

Without really planning to and 
in a somewhat haphazard fashion, 
each year we’ve added more and 
more perennial plantings of a food 
nature. Now, we live in a virtual 
food forest and are very intention-
ally adding to it every year. Organic 
vegetable farming is hard work! It 
suited us well for years and married 
well with our diversified livestock 
operation as we always had plenty 
of beautiful manure with which to 
fertilize and enrich our soil. Most of 
our cropland is in hay for our live-
stock and as we downsize the mixed 
herd this gives us another cash crop 
to sell. Little by little our vegetable 
farming beds are becoming peren-
nial food crops like fruit trees, nuts 
and berries, grapes and asparagus. 

We are disturbing our soil less 
and less as the years go by. We’ve 
planted aronia bushes on some ar-
eas of our farm with less desirable 
soil structures and are happy to see 
how the soil in these areas has im-
proved drastically. We have no soil 
erosion happening on any part of 

our land. As we seem to be trending 
warmer and drier we are relieved 
with the increased water and nutri-
ent retention this affords us. Going 
forward we are anticipating having 
enough perennial plantings to be 
able to offer U-pick as an option for 
harvesting fruits, nuts, berries and 
grapes on our land; and probably 
right about the time we no longer 
have the capacity for it ourselves. 
One of the things that was so ben-
eficial to me as a Navy veteran with 
PTS(d) was the peace I experienced 
just being here working with the 
land and the livestock. I look for-
ward to sharing that opportunity 
with others.

While farming is not most folks 
typical “retirement plan”; with 
downsizing our work load and 
adding perennial cash crops it has 
turned out to be just right for us!

Betty Anderson and her hus-
band Dane are the current stew-
ards at The Old Smith Place outside 
Brodhead. They are Farmers Union 
members since 2016 and Betty is 
an alumni of the National Farmers 
Unions Beginning Farmer Insti-
tute. Betty is a Navy veteran and a 
trauma survivor. She is passionate 
about growing and preserving her 
harvest both to market and to nour-
ish her family. She is also her tiny 
town’s treasurer and holds down an 
off farm job in the housing industry 
whose focus is providing education 
in financial literacy and promoting 
home-ownership as a vehicle to 
stabilizing some of Beloit’s tougher 
neighborhoods. 

South Central Wisconsin Farmers 
Union is a member-driven commit-
ted to enhancing the quality of life for 
family farmers, rural communities, 
and all people through educational 
opportunities, cooperative endeav-
ors, and civic engagement in Rock, 
Green, and Lafayette Counties.

Part Time Cashier/Sales Associate
• Work up to 25 hours per week 

including some evenings/weekends
• Assisting customers and handling sales transactions 

• Must be able to lift 50 lbs.

GASSERHardware

We offer competitive wages, flexible scheduling, 
employee discounts,  and advancement opportunities.

Apply online at gasserhardware.com/employment
 or stop in store for application.

BRODHEAD

—Must have 3+ years experience in retail sales 
and/or management

—Possess strong leadership skills
Responsibilities include maxmimizing sales, providing excel-
lent customer service, maintaining efficient business opera-
tions, and the development and elevation of associate talent

We offer competetive wages, health insurance, 401K, 
paid holidays, paid time off and other benefi ts.

Apply online or stop in store for application.

is seeking Store Manager

Bobannas 
pizza

102 N Water Street • Albany, WI
608-862-3174

HOURS: Wed, Fri, Sat 11 a.m.-LATE • Sun 4 p.m.-LATE
$3 off any 16” 2 topping pizza!!

Town & Country Insurance Services, Inc.
Small enough to know you large enough to insure you!

200 E. Main Street. • Albany, WI
608-862-3271

kfey@tcins1.com
www.tcins1.com

Kelley Fey
Agent, Owner

IN ALBANY, WISCONSIN!

Albany Lanes - Scott & Teresa Wahler
212 E. Main Street, Albany • 608-862-3131

Monday Night Mixed League
3/11—High series: LeRoy Blumer 709, Garrett Johnson 665, 

Mark Helwig 660. High games: L. Blumer 279, Al Petersen 256, 
M. Helwig 256. Broughton’s Bar-high team 1,058 and series 3,042. 
Standings: Deb’s Bar won 32 lost 10, Fosters Gaming 27-15, 
Center Tavern 24-18, Broughton’s Bar 20-22, Beloit Chiropractic 
14-28, Albany Lanes 9-33. 
Tuesday Shaningans

3/12—High series: Alexis Sies 503, Barb Brugger 501, Chris 
Rosheisen 405, Becky Riese 405, Rick Josephsen 615, Rick Clark 
544, Dan Eaton 486. High games: A. Sies 183, B. Brugger 183, 
C. Rosheisen 147, R. Josephsen 220, Rick Josephsen 191, Doug 
Keepters 169, Ted Yaun 169. Barely Upright-high team game 
813 and series 2,293. Standings: Albany Lanes won 103 lost 44, 
Boomtastic 4 87-60, Barely Upright 84-63, Misfi ts 58-89, Greightful 
Dead 57-90, Sweet Mini HaHa 52-95. 
Badger

3/12—High series: Josh Brugger 686, Cole Krupke 642, Tony 
Brewer 631, Rob Kubesh 598, Kim Qualley 387. High games: 
C. Krupke 257, J. Brugger 236, Ethan Pfueti 235, T. Brewer 234, 
K. Qualley 245. Renks-high team game 778 and series 2,293. 
Standings: Pearl City Elevator won 29 lost 13, Counter Attack 25-
17, Decatur Dairy 21-21, Renks 19-23, Jim’s Mechanic Shop 19-23, 
Team 3 13-29. 
Wednesday Night Ladies

3/13—High series: Zoe Krattiger 490, Tara Blumer 478, Nicole 
Brewer 461, Jessica Holtsapple 450, Darcy Stephenson 444. 
High games: J. Holtsapple 199, T. Bllumer 192, Z. Krattiger 191, 
N. Brewer 180, Alice Patchen 173, Jen Cole 173. Glenn-Ann 
Ladies-high team game 623. Albertson’s-high team series 1,742. 
Standings: Crystal’s Team won 58 lost 26, Larson Acres 49-35, 
Glenn-Ann Ladies 42-42, Albertson’s 39-45, Broughton’s Bar 35-
49, New Glarus Brewery 29-55.
Thursday Night Mixed

3/14—High series: Chad Malcook 703, Brandon Bayrhoffer 648, 
Ty Anderson 637, Jim Krattiger 628. High games: C. Malcook 266, 
Tim Golz 256, B. Bayrhoffer 254, Tyler Briggs 234. Broughton’s 
Corner Bar 1-high team game 1,081. Rosheisen Rappter-high team 
series 3,074. Standings: Broughton’s Corner Bar 1 won 35 lost 14, 
Glenn Ann Holsteins 33-16, Rosheisen Rapper 27-22, Attica Bar 
24-25, Broughton’s Corner Bar 2 17-32, Golz Electric 11-38. 
Saturday Night Live Mixed

3/16—High series: Jason Shrier 723, Trevor Wahler 690, Tim 
Huffman 674, Lynsey Stevens 477, Dana Harper 434, Amber Foster 
391. High games: J. Shrier 277, T. Wahler 257, Robert Murray 247, 
L. Stevens 196, D. Harper 173, A. Foster 172. Broughton’s Bar-
high team game 857 and series 2,362. Standings: Payne’s Pub won 
61 lost 2303, Rosheisen Baling 55-36, Fearsome Foursome 44-47, 
Broughton’s Bar 38-53, Brodhead Free Press 36-55, Up N Smoke 
35-56. 

Green County 
Sheriff’s Department
March 11-17, 2024

At 1:57 p.m., Monday, deputies 
conducted a traffic stop on a vehicle 
for speeding in the N4600 block 
of STH 104, in the Town of Deca-
tur. The investigation resulted in 
the driver, Precious M. Oller, 47, of 
Brodhead, being cited for operating 
after revocation (due to an alcohol 
offense) and speeding. Oller was re-
leased pending court. 

At 1:54 p.m., Tuesday, deputies 
responded to the 2800 block of 6th 
Street, Green County Justice Center, 
in the City of Monroe, where Wal-
ter H. Crawford, 64, of Albany, was 
placed under arrest for an active 

warrant through Rock County Sher-
iff’s Office. Deputies later transport-
ed Crawford to the custody of Rock 
County deputies. 

At 4:12 p.m., Sunday, deputies 
responded to the 2800 block of 6th 
Street (Green County Jail), in the 
City of Monroe, where David C. 
Kraft, 47, of Brodhead, was placed 
under arrest for an arrest warrant 
through Green County. Kraft was 
later incarcerated at the Green 
County Jail pending court.  

Advertising
Deadline:

Friday, 5 p.m.
Call 608-897-4797

FREE PRESS
Please contact us to place 

a community event, 
an engagement or 

wedding announcement, 
an advertisement, 

or nearly anything else!!

Your Hometown Newspaper
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By Dolores Alsteen 
The month of March officially 

became Women’s History Month 
in 1987. It celebrates the contribu-
tions and achievements of women 
throughout history. 

A TRIBUTE TO BELLE 
FLEEK HARLOW 

Belle and her husband, Austin 
opened the Harlow gift shop in 
1940. The business was successful, 
and she was soon surrounded by 
many new friends and patrons. She 
became known to children, teenag-
ers and later, many grateful soldiers 
as Aunt Belle. It was in this little 
shop that the newspaper would 
later originate. 

When World War II started, Belle 
corresponded with many of the first 
Brodhead area men and women 
serving in the military. The number 
grew so much that she decided to 
print and mail out a newsletter ev-
ery three months, under the name, 
The Harlow Newzette. Volume 1, 
Number 1 with a circulation at the 
time of 265 printed on November 
12, 1943. Editing The Harlow New-
zette was a gigantic task as its object 
was to list all the Brodhead area ser-
vicemen and women, giving their 
OPA around the world. At the time 
they moved frequently, the work of 
keeping up to date on addresses was 
almost a full-time job. On one of the 
mailings of The Harlow Newzette 
there were 136 copies sent airmail to 
the front lines at a total cost of $8.16. 
One hundred and thirty-nine cop-
ies of regular mail sent were a total 
cost of $4.17. Many of the area busi-
nesses contributed to the cost of the 
mailings. Printing of The Harlow 

Brodhead Historical Society 

Newzette came to approximately 
$65 an issue and was paid for by 
Austin and Belle as their contribu-
tion to our fighting servicemen and 
women. Belle organized The Wives 
Club, which gave her valuable as-
sistance with the project and gave 
lonesome wives at home construc-
tive work. 

The Harlow Gift Shop became 
the center for relatives and friends 
to gather and update Belle on the 
latest news from home along with 
service members addresses to add 
to the newsletter. It also contained 
the latest military promotions, 
awards, injuries, missing in action, 
P.O.W.s and deaths. There was al-
ways a list by the front door with 
service members’ birthdays. The 
list was changed each week, and 
soon another card, letter or package 
would be on its way. 

Unfortunately, Belle’s husband, 
Austin passed away in March 1945. 
She carried on with her work until 
her death in September 1962. Belle 
found time for active participa-
tion in community projects. She 
was especially active in the work of 
the American Legion Auxiliary for 
many years. 

Belle’s newsletters were a great 
morale builder as every serviceman 
and women would agree. Veterans 
came from miles around to pay their 
last respects to a woman some of 
them didn’t even know personally. 
Upon reading the praises by many 
who knew, loved and respected 
Belle Fleet Harlow, we pay tribute to 
her for the many contributions and 
achievements that she made. 

By Beth Riesterer
On Saturday, February 24th the 

halls of Brodhead High School were 
filled with music as 7-12th grade 
band and choir students participat-
ed in our local Solo and Ensemble 
festival. The students spent months 
preparing vocal, instrumental and 
piano solos, duets, trios, or small 
ensembles and performed before 
an adjudicator.  The students spend 
months preparing pieces to per-
form for a judge.  It was great to hear 
so many positive comments and 
great feedback from the judges.

A special thank you to all of the 
parents that helped make the day 

Brodhead Music Department hosts Solo 
and Ensemble and an Honor’s Recital

successful—especially Meghan 
Sievers, Hayley Jordan, Anna Ju-
bie and Karen Elmer. The festival 
proved to be a rewarding day for all 
involved.  

The Brodhead Music Depart-
ment also held an Honor’s Recital 
that featured some of the perfor-
mances from throughout the Solo 
and Ensemble festival. Congratula-
tions to the following students for 
being selected to perform in the 
Honor’s Recital: Peyton Jordan, 
Matthew Nordeng, Arnott Buxton, 
Hayden Elmer, Elena Boston, Ella 
Olson, Brant Riesterer, Wyatt Val-
entin, Hudson Wallin, Bryson Oli-

ver, Gabby Jones, Sawyer Phillips, 
Gracie Hefty, Josie Picard, Kalena 
Riemer, Natalia Baldazzi, Mayson 
Van Matre, Kylee Cole, Isabel Mur-
phy, Belle Yoshida, Laetin Pinnow, 
Nicole Miller, Montana Restivo, Lil-
lian Sievers, Gavin Pinnow, Kayla 
Perry, Makayla Babel, Noah Perry, 
Aiden Arn, Hunter Jorgensen and 
Elly Olson.

Such a wonderful way to dis-
play the musical talent within the 
Brodhead School district. It was a 
great way to end the day.   Thanks 
to everyone that attended the festi-
val and recital.   We appreciate your 
support of music in our schools.

Jenna Pinnow and Abby Withrow 
performed an alto sax/clarinet duet

Alexa Jansen and Braeleigh Schout 
performed a clarinet duet

Elianna Shank accompanied Simon Moore 
on his flute solo

Jenna Dougherty abd Aubrie Yoshida 
performed a mallet duet at Solo and 
Ensemble

Ashlyn Cayetano Pueblita, Bella Santiago Aguilar and 
Josie Smithback, performed a trumpet trio

The students that performed at the Honor’s Recital. Photos provided by Diana 
Dougherty, Sara Jordan, Jason Riesterer and Beth Riesterer.

This free newspaper is only possible due to the generosity of many fi ne area businesses. Please show your gratitude 
by supporting them. Thank you! –Brodhead Free Press


