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Local & Area Ser vices

VINNIE’SVINNIE’S
AUTO BODYAUTO BODY

109 S. Wright Street
Orfordville, WI 53576

608-558-2026
Vinnie Nafzger ~ Owner

Dr. Dan Branson DDS
702 23rd St. • Brodhead, WI 53520

608-897-8645
dentist.brodhead@outlook.com • www.brodheaddental.com

Mon & Wed 8 am-5 pm • Tues 8 am-6 pm • Thurs 8 am-3 pm

608-897-4700 • Brodhead608-897-4700 • Brodhead
For professional oil or gas burner service call us.

New Installation, Service & Repairs
We service all makes and models of furnaces & air conditioners!

HEATING AND COOLING
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Holly Jensen

Plumbing

608-322-9603 • BRODHEAD, WI

Licensed & Insured
Full service plumbing

FRANK 
O’NEILL

208 1st Center Ave
Brodhead, WI 53520

Call or Stop By
Call or Stop By

TODAY!
TODAY!

Certified Technicians • Expert Color Matching • Insurance Work Specialists
Computerized Frame Repair • Lifetime Guarantee on Repairs

FREE Loaner Car
with Repairs!

WHOLESALE & RETAIL LIMESTONE
3/4”, 1 1/2”, 3” Breaker Rock

608-87 9-2623 • 608-289-2891(Cell)

Ryan Farm 
Quarries

608-879-4089

Wonderful Wool
By Karen Mayhew 

Wool socks keep our toes toasty, 
wool hats and sweaters keep us 
warm and cozy, and wool is a pow-
erful tool for soil health and plant 
growth. Wait, what? Yes, wool, 
which most sheep producers throw 
away, offers many benefits to farm-
ers and gardeners. What makes it so 
great? Wool has nutrients for plants. 
Wool is a sustainable, renewable, 
natural fertilizer. Analysis of wool 
shows an average NPK of 9-0-2, 
which means THREE TIMES the 
nitrogen in poultry manure, and no 
worries of fertilizer burn. Wool also 
contains micronutrients: Manga-

nese, Boron, Calcium, Magnesium, Sulphur, Copper, Iron and Zinc. In ad-
dition, wool has no phosphorus, so it doesn’t contribute to the problem of 
legacy phosphorus present on many farms from years of manure spreading. 

Wool also aerates the soil and feeds soil microbial life. Wool pellets com-
pletely biodegrade in 6-12 months, creating air pockets in the soil, helping 
break up compaction while releasing that valuable nitrogen. Better soil 
health equals better yield for crops. Synthesized fertilizers decrease soil 
health and fertility by not feeding the soil microbiota the way natural fertil-
izers do. 

Wool balances the soil moisture. It is both hygroscopic and hydrophobic. 
That means wool gathers moisture from the environment and holds onto it. 
Then releases that moisture slowly back into the soil, offering drought pro-
tection and reducing watering needs by 25%. Wool can replace peat moss 
for water retention, providing an inexpensive, eco-friendly alternative to 
non-sustainable peat for water conservation.

I did an experiment in my vegetable garden last summer. Half the gar-
den was planted with wool mixed into the soil, half was planted as I usu-
ally do. I am notoriously lazy about watering; I never even got my drip tape 
hooked up. I watered the garden maybe three times in the severe drought 
last summer. The half of the garden with wool survived and thrived, giving 
me a bumper crop of peppers and huckleberries. The half without wool died 
a tragic death by mid-July. 

Wool is a natural protein fiber, made up of 50% carbon. Wool becomes 
a carbon sink when it is mixed into the ground, sequestering that carbon 
so it isn’t released into the atmosphere. Peatlands grow back at the rate of 
1/16” per year, taking hundreds of years to replace, making its use unsus-
tainable. And since they sequester one-third of the world’s soil carbon in just 
three percent of the earth’s surface, we need to keep them intact. Wool is the 
answer; it’s renewable and sustainable. Wool sheep grow between five-15 
pounds of wool every year!

Research supports using wool as a fertilizer and soil amendment. Not 
only can it replace commercial fertilizer in your fields, there are other ways 
to use wool around the farm and garden. Add a layer of wool to the bottoms 
of your planters to keep the soil in place and hold moisture. Add wool pellets 
to houseplants and hanging baskets for fertilizer and water retention. Use 
raw fleeces to mulch around row crops, perennials, trees and berries. The 
fibrous, barbed structure of the wool repels slugs and snails. The lanolin in 
the wool repels deer and rabbits as well. The wool mulch will maintain soil 
moisture and soil temperature. 

Ask any sheep farmer and they will tell you there’s just no market for 
American wool anymore and most wool ends up in the trash. Our company, 
Woollets, LLC is changing that. We buy Wisconsin wool at a fair price, shred 
it, pelletize it with heat and pressure, and repurpose a waste product into a 
way to enrich and renew the soil. We offer educational seminars about using 
wool for gardens, and partner up with growers, wholesalers and retailers to 
create new markets for wool as a soil amendment. Wool is an untapped re-
source for our soil and an undervalued product from our farms. It’s time for 
wool to be appreciated for the horticultural treasure it truly is. 

SCWFU member Karen Mayhew is a fourth gen farmer and a shepherd, 
having grown up in Maryland on a large-scale poultry and market vegeta-

Monroe 
Theatre 

Guild (MTG) 
Announces 
Spring 2024 

Theatre 
Workshops

The Monroe Theatre Guild 
(MTG) will be offering seven new 
theatre-training workshops for 
teenagers and adults on Wednes-
day evening, April 24 and Saturday 
morning, April 27, all at the MTG 
building at 910 16th Avenue in Mon-
roe.

MTG has been a pivotal com-
munity theatre in Monroe for 54 
years, presenting Tony Award-win-
ning Broadway musicals, Pulitzer 
Prize-awarded plays, and critically 
important productions that reflect 
the most current and vital issues in 
society.

The Guild is proud of being a 
“home-grown” theatre company 
that has always drawn upon its 
community for talent and resourc-
es. From performers and stage 
crews to administration, facilities, 
and volunteers, MTG continues to 
thrive thanks to the enthusiasm, 
loyalty, and support from the peo-
ple and businesses in the area.

“Offering theatre workshops and 
classes is a key element for us to con-
tinue growing and attracting new 
talent,” says Denise Plantenberg, 
Facilities Manager at MTG. “It’s a 
vital part of who we are as a com-
munity theatre,” she adds, pointing 
to MTG’s mission statement:

The Monroe Theatre Guild will 
entertain and enrich the region-
al  community  through live theatre 
and related performing arts.  The 
Guild will provide education and 
experiences to develop talent in 
people of all ages”.

The two-hour workshops being 
offered in April cover acting, stage 
combat, stage singing for various 
age groups, stage makeup, theatre 
scene painting, and playwriting. 
Each teacher has extensive back-
ground and experience in their sub-
ject area.

Workshops dates and times vary 
throughout the year. Other theatre 
training has included directing, 
prop making, stage management, 
circus skills, stage lighting, sound 
design, and volunteer work.

For more information about the 
Wednesday, April 24 and Saturday, 
April 27 workshops (space is limited 
for some sessions), or to pre-register 
for any class, please contact Mon-
roe Theatre Guild at 608-325-1111 or 
sign up at www.monroetheatre.com 
no later than Saturday, April 20.

ble operation, shipping semi-truck 
loads of produce to Baltimore, Phil-
adelphia and New York markets. She 
now has a small 25-acre family farm 
outside Argyle with a guest rental in 
the barn loft and a flock of 40 sheep, 
mostly heritage Clun Forest and 
Clun crosses. 40 sheep produce a lot 
of wool and Karen is always looking 
for new creative ways to use all that 
fiber. Find out more about Woollets 
at www.woollets.net

608-897-4797

FREE PRESS
Please contact us to place a community event, 

engagement/wedding announcement, 
an advertisement, or nearly anything else.
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Cox Limestone Repair—All 
tuckpointing and mortar needs 
on stone barnwalls, basements, 
foundations. Call 608-314-4713.      
			           (tf)

For Sale

FREE PRESS CLASSIFIEDS

Log splitters for rent by the day. 
Dick’s Repair. 608-897-2355.      (tf)

Haile Tree Service, aerial bucket, 
stump grinding. Licensed and 
insured. Call 608-879-9014.        (tf) 

Services

Firewood for sale, cash only. Call 
608-879-9014.        	         (tf) 

Jack of All Trades.US 
Handyman—fruit tree trimming, 
painting, honey-do-list, repairs. Call 
608-897-2410.           	         (tf)

1029 16th Ave. • Monroe, WI 53566
608-325-2600

Monday -Friday 9-5
Saturday 9-4

Registered Jewelers • American Gem Society
Diamond Center

Lueckes’

1013 16th Ave. • Monroe, WI • 608-325-4464
buringtonshoes@hotmail.com   buringtonshoes@hotmail.com   

Monday - Thursday 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Friday 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. • Saturday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Gift Certifi cates Available!

Come take a stroll around 
Monroe’s 

Historic Downtown!

HOURS: Tuesday - Friday 10-5 • Saturday 10-4 
Sunday Noon - 4 • Monday closed

JoAnne’s Dress Shop
1618 11th Street • Monroe, WI 53566

608-325-3900 • joannesdressshop@tds.net

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

NEW SPRING ARRIVALS

Many new arrivals daily!
Dresses • Jeans • Tops • Accessories & more

Upcoming Benefit Concert 
and Silent Auction Event

The Lafayette County Historical and Genealogy Society is working on fi-
nal details for a big event on Saturday night (7pm) at the Darlington Ameri-
can Legion Hall: The Caboose Benefit Concert with Just Jake and Stump 
Fiddle Band. In addition to great, family friendly music including classic 
tunes and train songs, there will be a silent auction with proceeds benefit-
ing the Caboose Restoration Fund.

The Society was able to acquire a 1937 railroad caboose and set it on the 
original rails beside the Darlington Depot in the fall of 2023. Now the work 
of restoring it to an example of a working caboose of the Milwaukee Road 
Railroad is underway. Using as much volunteer labor and donated materials 
as possible the society will repair and paint the exterior, and complete and 
furnish the interior. The caboose will then be open for the public to enjoy. 

The society has received some donations and applied for grant funding 
but needs to raise matching funds. What is raised by ticket sales ($10 at the 
door), silent auction, and sale of desserts at this event will help immensely.

Just Jake is a well-known performer that delivers treasured classics in 
a way that will “take you back,” and Stump Fiddle Band is a local favorite 
that has been sorely missed since it stopped performing several years ago. 
Stump Fiddle is not “back in business.” They are uniting for this one special 
event and worthy cause, so this is a “don’t miss it” opportunity.

The Silent Auction items donated so far include a wooden caboose toy/
bank by Del Norland, a Darlington Depot framed and signed print, framed 
Kammerude prints, Longaberger baskets, a train centerpiece, a quilt form 
Pins and Pieces, Roelli’s Cheese Tray, homemade cinnamon rolls, an an-
tique victrola, an antique parlor stove, collector’s beer stein, and more do-
nations are coming in every day.

 Anyone wishing to donate an item for the auction please call Nancy Win-
slow at 608-482-1140, or Barb at 608-482-2483. Items can be delivered to the 
Museum Monday-Friday from 1 to 4 p.m. or brought to the Legion Hall on 
Saturday between 4 and 7 p.m.

This event fund-raiser will be a great addition to the Legion’s famous 
steak and chicken fry dinner. If you can’t attend but want to support the 
Caboose Restoration, donations can be sent to Lafayette County Histori-
cal and Genealogy Society, 525 Main Street, Darlington, WI 53530, marked 
“Caboose.” For any questions call Barb at 608-482-2483. 

Albany Lanes - Scott & Teresa Wahler
212 E. Main Street, Albany • 608-862-3131

Monday Night Mixed League
4/1—High series: Robert Murray 658, Josh Fenwick 646, Jason 

Shrier 643. High games: Glayden Wahler 248, Ty Powell 245, Bill 
Schoen 241. Broughton’s Bar-high team 995 and series 2,945. 
Standings: Deb’s Bar won 39 lost 24, Fosters Gaming 39-24, 
Center Tavern 38-25, Broughton’s Bar 34-29, Beloit Chiropractic 
26-37, Albany Lanes 13-50. 
Tuesday Shaningans

4/2—High series: Alexis Sies 545, Barb Brugger 428, Karen 
Brugger 358, John Thill 641, Rick Josephsen 617, Brandon Bong 
562. High games: A. Sies 201, B. Brugger 150, K. Brugger 136, R. 
Josephsen 246, B. Bong 234, J. Thill 227. Barely Upright-high team 
game 824 and series 2,316. Final standings: Albany Lanes won 114 
lost 54, Barely Upright 97-71, Boomtastic 4 96-72, Misfi ts 69-99, 
Greightful Dead 68-100, Sweet Mini HaHa 60-108. 
Badger

4/2—High series: Cole Krupke 669, Josh Brugger 644, Ryan 
Brugger 642, Tony Brewer 602. High games: C. Krupke 241, J. 
Brugger 234, T. Brewer 226, R. Brugger 222. Renks-high team 
game 804 and series 2,296. Standings: Pearl City Elevator won 46 
lost 17, Counter Attack 34-29, Jim’s Mechanic Shop 32-31, Renks 
31-32, Decatur Dairy 31-32, Team 3 15-48. 
Thursday Night Mixed

4/4—High series: Kevin Kline 689, Brandon Bayrhoffer 660, 
Tony Brewer 634, Chad Malcook 626. High games: B. Bayrhoffer 
264, LeRoy Blumer 238, T. Brewer 237, K. Kline 236. Broughton’s 
Corner Bar 1-high team game 1,036. Glenn Ann Holsteins-high 
team series 2,939. Final standings: Broughton’s Corner Bar 1 won 
51 lost 19, Glenn Ann Holsteins 49-21, Rosheisen Rapper 40-30, 
Attica Bar 31-39, Broughton’s Corner Bar 2 21-49, Golz Electric 
18-52. 

By Sarah Carpenter, 
Outreach Librarian
By Laura Roth,
Children’s Librarian

What do you do on a rainy day at 
the library? You splash in the pud-
dles! 

We had so much fun last week, 
reading stories about puddles and 
‘splashing’ in the puddles. AND we 
made some puddles of our own us-
ing two pieces of paper with blue 
paint between. Squish, splash, 
slide, then pull apart the papers! 
Viola! Two puddles to glue your pa-
per boots into! Thanks to Jenny Mc-
Neely for the pictures!

Call 608-897-4797

FREE PRESS
Please contact us to place 

a community event, 
an engagement or 

wedding announcement, 
an advertisement, 

or nearly anything else!!

Your Hometown Newspaper
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Taylor
Creek

608-897-4307
16348 W. Gempler Rd.
Brodhead, WI 53520

Hours: Mon. - Sat. 8 a.m.-6 p.m.   •   Closed Sunday
Closed Thursday, May 9 - Ascension Day

CASH OR CHECK ONLY

• Hanging Baskets
• Begonias
• Wave Petunias
• Supertunias
• Geraniums
• Impatients
• Grasses
• Vines
• Herbs
• Roses
• Hydrangeas
• Bedding Plants

• Proven Winner Plants
• Garden Seeds
• Seed Potatoes
• Onion Plants
• Sweet Potatoe Plants
• Strawberry Plants
• Rhubarb Plants
• Raspberry Plants
• Large Selection

Vegetable Plants
• Monty’s Fertilizer
• Potting Soil

1st Day Opening •  Saturday, April 13.  Visit Us!

Custom Built
Long-Lasting 

Poly Lawn Furniture

Taylor
Creek

608-897-4307
16348 W. Gempler Rd.
Brodhead, WI 53520

Hours: Mon. - Sat. 8 a.m.-6 p.m.   •   Closed Sunday
Closed Thursday, May 9 - Ascension Day

CASH OR CHECK ONLY

• Hanging Baskets
• Begonias
• Wave Petunias
• Supertunias
• Geraniums
• Impatients
• Grasses
• Vines
• Herbs
• Roses
• Hydrangeas
• Bedding Plants

• Proven Winner Plants
• Garden Seeds
• Seed Potatoes
• Onion Plants
• Sweet Potatoe Plants
• Strawberry Plants
• Rhubarb Plants
• Raspberry Plants
• Large Selection

Vegetable Plants
• Monty’s Fertilizer
• Potting Soil

1st Day Opening •  Saturday, April 13.  Visit Us!

Custom Built
Long-Lasting 

Poly Lawn Furniture

Kids who drink alcohol are more likely to have problems at school, 
with their friends, and with the law. Worse, alcohol can harm kids’ 
physical and mental health. But you don’t need a big speech to help a 
kid understand the dangers of underage drinking. Start small instead. 
Having a lot of small, casual talks—at the store, in the drive-thru, or 
between video games—can make a big di� er-
ence in a kid’s health. Start around age eight 
to prepare kids to make a lifetime of healthy 
decisions. Relax. Talk. Listen. Repeat. Vis-
it SmallTalksWI.org for talk tips, facts, and 
more. � is campaign is sponsored by the Wis-
consin Department of Health Services.

Learn How To Talk With Kids About 
Underage Drinking

At Brodhead Water & Light, we join forces with other local, not-for-profit 
utilities through WPPI Energy to share resources and lower costs.

brodheadwaterandlight.com  •  (608) 897-2505

Pay less with local utilities. Homes 

and businesses powered by not-for-

profit, locally owned utilities, pay on 

average nearly 15 percent less than 

those powered by investor-owned 

utilities. We’re here to help you 

manage your energy costs — while 

also managing ours. Innovative 

system upgrades, reduced operational 

costs and long-term planning, all come 

back to you as savings that stay in 

our community delivering low-cost, 

reliable electricity you can count on. 

AFFORDABLE 
POWER 
RIGHT HERE  
AT HOME

RELIABLE SERVICE SHOULDN’T COST MORE.

SSM Health welcomes 
new physician in Monroe

SSM Health Monroe Clinic Medical Group is pleased to welcome Dr. 
Paul Lentz, a board-certified Sports Medicine physician, to the organiza-

tion.
Originally from Brodhead, Dr. 

Lentz earned his medical degree at 
Des Moines University Osteopathic 
Medical Center and Fellowship 
trained at University of Michigan 
Health-Metro Health Hospital. He 
also spent four years in the United 
States Air Force as a flight surgeon. 

Dr. Lentz is board certified by 
the American Osteopathic Board 
of Neuromusculoskeletal Medi-
cine, BLS Certification, Drug En-
forcement Administration, Oregon 

Board of Medical Examiners, Washington Board of Osteopathic Medicine 
and Surgery, Wisconsin Medical Examining Board.

Primarily focused on sport-related injuries to the shoulders, knees, hips, 
ankles, and elbows, Dr. Lentz also sees patients with neck and back pain. 
He treats musculoskeletal conditions that keep patients from being active, 
or any condition they may be suffering from as a result of physical activity, 
including concussions.

Dr. Lentz is accepting new patients. Please call 608-325-7529 to request 
an appointment.

POLICE BLOTTER
Green County 
Sheriff’s Department
April 1-7, 2024

At 3:07 p.m., Tuesday, deputies 
along with Albany Fire Department 
responded to the N6000 block of 
State Highway 59, in the Town of Al-
bany, for the report of a two-vehicle 
crash. Investigation revealed that a 
vehicle operated by Mitchell L. Sod-
dy, 18, of Orangeville, was traveling 
southbound when he lost control 
due to the snowy road conditions 
and collided with a northbound 
vehicle operated by Ethan J. Cleary, 
33, of Albany. Soddy reported no in-
juries, was wearing his seat belt, and 
no airbag deployment. Cleary sus-
tained non-life-threatening injuries 
and was transported to an area hos-
pital for treatment. Cleary reported 
wearing his seat belt and the airbags 
deployed. Both vehicles sustained 
disabling damage and were towed 
from the scene.

At 5:17 p.m., Tuesday, deputies 
responded to the W2500 block of 
State Highway 92, in the Town of 

Exeter, for a single vehicle crash. 
Investigation revealed that a ve-
hicle operated by Jennifer G. Bun-
ner, 45, of Albany, was traveling 
eastbound when she lost control 
due to the snowy road conditions. 
The vehicle then entered the north 

ditch and collided with an embank-
ment. Bunner reported no injuries, 
was wearing her seat belt, and the 
airbags did not deploy. The vehicle 
sustained functional damage and 
remained on scene pending re-
moval. FREE PRESS You’ve tried the rest...

Now read the BEST!!


