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Green County Small Business 
Series Ends with Business 

Pitch Contest 
For the second year, Green County Development Corporation (GCDC) 

and The Bank of New Glarus hosted the Small Business Series and Pitch 
Contest, a training program for small business owners and aspiring entre-
preneurs. The event culminated with participants ‘pitching’ their business 
idea to a group of judges for a chance to win a cash prize. 

Beginning Wednesday, April 3rd, 17 aspiring Green County entrepreneurs 
participated in weekly sessions that included information on developing 
their business plan, connecting with a mentor, understanding financing 
and how to market their business. Each session allowed time for entrepre-
neurs to network within the group, creating valuable connections and sup-
port. Participants were also able to connect 1:1 with Nora Roughen-Schmidt, 
business consultant for the Southwest Wisconsin Small Business Develop-
ment Center (SBDC). “This series is an economic development driver that 
empowers participants with education, resources, consulting, and relation-
ships. It is exciting to participate and assist in developing new businesses in 
Green County.” Roughen-Schmidt said. 

Ron Schaaf, President and CEO of The Bank of New Glarus stated, “The 
Bank of New Glarus is proud to partner with GCDC on this program. The 
entrepreneurs who attend have many great ideas, and we wish them all the 
best as they move forward with opening businesses across Green County.” 

The Pitch Contest, sponsored by The Bank of New Glarus provided cash 
prizes to the top three pitches. Judges ranked presentations on problem 
identification and solution, target market, competition and unique selling 
position, business viability, and pitch quality. 

Eleven (11) Green County entrepreneurs pitched their business, and in-
cluded: 

First Place—Kindred Spirits Meadery (Stephen Ilzenhuiser): custom 
mead producer 

Second Place—Arrow Acres (Susan Anderson): custom woodworking, 
hobby farm 

Third Place—Small Business Owners Coaching (Marechiel Santos-
Lang): group and 1:1 coaching for small business owners 

Daisy’s Axe Box (presented by Todd and Brenda Coy): an entertainment 
company providing axe throwing for private parties and community events 

Bellebrook Botanicals (Monica Pastrana): wellness support with small 
batch herbal products 

Whole-Hearted Apothecary (Lula Miller): master herbalist, educational 
speaker and events 

Heidi’s Happy Acres (Heidi Kent): specialty produce, pumpkin and sun-
flower patch, corn maze and family activities.

Other Pitch presenters included Luke Bacher, Jackie Judd, and Katie 
Brugger. 

“We were excited to have so many enthusiastic entrepreneurs in our area 
committed to long term success,” stated GCDC Executive Director, Olivia 
Otte, “One of GCDC’s goals is to foster entrepreneurship, and this program 
directly connects participants with specialists that can step them through 
details and keep them on target for opening or growing their business.”

Green County Development Corporation (GCDC), is a non-profit Public-
Private Partnership organization here to help new and existing businesses 
find the right resources to grow and prosper in Green County Wisconsin. 
Contact them at gcdc@greencountydevelopment.com or 608-328-9452. 

Small Business Series Pitch Contest participants (left to right): Lula Miller, Monica 
Pastrana, Jackie Judd, Brenda Coy, Todd Coy, Heidi Kent, Stephen Ilzenhuiser, Susan 
Anderson, Luke Backer, Marechiel Santos-Lang, Katie Brugger.

GCDC Small Business Series Pitch winners and judges 
(left to right): Jordan Nordby—Main Street Monroe, 
Susan Anderson—Second Place Arrow Acres, Brianna 
Wethal—The Bank of New Glarus, Stephen Ilzenhuiser—
First Place Kindred Spirits Meadery, Jance Marty—The 
Bank of New Glarus, Marchiel Santos-Lang—Third 
Place Small Business Owners Coaching, Olivia Otte—
Green County Development Corporation. 

increasing statewide awareness of 
land trusts.

About  Land Trusts:  Land trusts 
are nonprofit organizations that 
support their communities by per-
manently protecting land, includ-
ing working forests, farmlands, 
grasslands, wetlands, endangered 
wildlife habitat, and historic sites. 
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Advertising
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Local & Area Services

WHOLESALE & RETAIL LIMESTONE
3/4”, 1 1/2”, 3” Breaker Rock

608-87 9-2623 • 608-289-2891(Cell)

Ryan Farm 
Quarries

608-879-4089

Dr. Dan Branson DDS
702 23rd St. • Brodhead, WI 53520

608-897-8645
dentist.brodhead@outlook.com • www.brodheaddental.com

Mon & Wed 8 am-5 pm • Tues 8 am-6 pm • Thurs 8 am-3 pm

608-897-4700 • Brodhead608-897-4700 • Brodhead
For professional oil or gas burner service call us.

New Installation, Service & Repairs
We service all makes and models of furnaces & air conditioners!

HEATING AND COOLING
OLINOLIN

CONSIGNY LAW FIRM, S.C.

Mark Schroeder Mike Faust

Brodhead Location
1030 1st Center Avenue

608-897-2116

Web site
http://www.janesvillelaw.com

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
A limited Liability Organization

Farmers of the Sugar River 
Field Day held

The Farmers of the Sugar River concluded their field day Tuesday, June 
18th, east of Monticello at Feller farm. The group was very grateful for the 30 
or so farmer and public that attended despite the heat. The majority of the 
time was spent in the shade of the shed with good discussion and conversa-
tion. 

The rainfall simulator was presented by Tonya Gratz, Soil Conservationist 
for the Green County Land and Water Conservation Department and col-
laborator for the group. She explained the effect of rainfall on the soil. Tonya 
collected samples from five different land management areas yard grass, 
established prairie, no till, vertical till, and conventional tilled field. While 
watching the rainfall simulator you could see the negative affect (soil ero-
sion) that tillage had on the field compared to prairie grass when it rains. 

 Dane Elmquist, Conservation Cropping Outreach Specialist with UW 
Extension, educated the farmers and public about earthworms. He de-
scribed the benefits of earthworms provide in agricultural systems. There 
are three main classes of worms found in Wisconsin fields. He highlighted 
that some worms only make vertical tunnels while others go more horizon-
tal. Dane showed a pocket guide put on by Xerces Society for soil inverte-
brates as bioindicators. 

After enjoying lunch provided by the producer led group the event con-
cluded with Jamie Patton, Soil Scientist, chatted about the soil. She and 
Tim Feller went through the history of the soil management on the farm. 
Jamie was able to identify the different tillage through the years just by look-
ing at how the soil broke apart. She also discussed the importance of cover 
crops and roots to improve soil health. The group went to the soil pit and 
saw where Jamie had used blue tracing dye to show where and how the wa-
ter infiltrated into the soil. She was able to show water does not uniformly 
flow through the soil profile it took the path of worm and root cannels to get 
lower in the soil profile. 

Farmers of the Sugar River is a producer-led group that is supported by a 
Department of Agriculture Trade and Consumer Protection (DATCP) grant. 
The group works to educate farmers and the public about practices that pro-
mote soil health and erosion reduction. They believe if the soil is healthy 
that there would be minimal erosion, leading to clean surface waters. 

The rainfall simulator was run on 5 different soil managements. The 
buckets contain the water that ran off (still hanging) or infiltrated through 
the soil profile (on the white board on the ground). Two pans were flipped 
out on the ground in front. The conventional tilled field still had dry soil at 
the bottom of the two inch pan after one inch of rain was put on the surface.

Jamie Patton had put blue tracing dye in the infiltration ring and has dug 
away below to show how water moves through the soil. It follows root and 
worm channels to wet deeper into the soil.

Monroe Clinic 
& Hospital 
Foundation 
Celebrates 

Record-
Breaking Mini 

Golf Event 
The Monroe Clinic & Hospital 

Foundation’s “Little Golf” and Grill 
event, held on Tuesday, June 11, was 
an afternoon of mini golf that led 
into a night full of generous giving 
for a great cause.

“Little Golf” and Grill is held an-
nually at Swissland Miniature Golf 
in New Glarus, with dinner follow-
ing under the tent at Chalet Land-
haus Inn. 

The event raised a record-break-
ing more than $79,600 from count-
less heartfelt donations provided 
by community members and busi-
nesses. This brought the total raised 
over the event’s 32 years to over 
$1,005,000. 

“Three decades of commitment 
from our healthcare team and the 
community to support and grow 
local hospice care is an incredible 
achievement,” shared Jane Sybers, 
Executive Director of Monroe Clinic 
& Hospital Foundation, a member 
of SSM Health. “I have the privi-
lege to share gratitude stories with 
donors whose loved ones walked 
through hospice with us. To surpass 
one-million-dollars is such an in-
credible milestone and shows how 
much our community values this 
meaningful service.”

The evening program walked 
attendees through the hospice pa-
tient journey. During the program, 
different staff members shared their 
role in patient care and the impact 
their patients have on them. To 
round out the evening, a silent and 
live auction, that featured popu-
lar items such as a pie a month for 
a year and Adirondack Chair and 
mini-corn hole games created by 
Monroe High School’s Manufactur-
ing-2 and Advanced Woods Manu-
facturing classes, brought forward 
the competitive spirit of many. 

A special thanks goes to the 
event’s Founding Sponsor, Hans 
Lenzlinger and family, for all their 
generosity. The Lenzlinger family, 
along with Chef Mike and Shawna 
Nevil, graciously underwrote the 
entire event, resulting in all the 
dollars raised going directly to lo-
cal hospice services. Gratitude also 
goes to this year’s Diamond Level 
Sponsors, Kalscheur Family Foun-
dation, Epic, Only in Wisconsin Giv-
ing, Incorporated and Deb Thomp-
son. 

To learn how you can support the 
Monroe Clinic & Hospital Founda-
tion, please visit givetossmhealth.
org.

Hans Lenzlinger (left), pictured with Jane Sybers, 
Monroe Clinic & Hospital Foundation Executive 
Director, launched the inaugural “Dinner & a Little 
Golf” 32 years ago. 
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Help Wanted

By Sarah Carpenter, 
Outreach Librarian
By Laura Roth,
Children’s Librarian

8-week old AKC registered 
labrador puppies. Parents have 
all health clearances. Yellow and 
black. Call 608-295-6000.    (07/24) 

Pets

Cox Limestone Repair—All 
tuckpointing and mortar needs 
on stone barnwalls, basements, 
foundations. Call 608-314-4713.      
			           (tf)

FREE PRESS CLASSIFIEDS

Log splitters for rent by the day. 
Dick’s Repair. 608-897-2355.      (tf)
Haile Tree Service, aerial bucket, 
stump grinding. Licensed and 
insured. Call 608-879-9014.        (tf) 

Services

Handyman-Home Repairs—
power-washing, painting, honey-
do-list. Call 608-897-2410. Go to: 
Jackofalltrades.us        	         (tf)

Hay Sale

Garage Sales

Brodhead

Hay sale, 90% grass, no rain. Tied 
tight. $4.25/bale. Albany, WI. Call 
608-558-9293.       	 (07/10)

Apartment Manager—Brodhead 
Senior Village in Brodhead is seeking 
a part-time Resident Manager (10-15 
hours/week). The successful applicant 
will possess strong customer 
service skills, be organized, detailed 
and have great verbal and written 
communications and be able to multi-
task. Previous housing experience is 
preferred and knowledge of federal 
rent subsidy programs a plus. 
Send resume to Brad at bgerke@
horizon-management.net or Horizon 
Management Group, PO Box 2829, 
La Crosse, WI 54602. Horizon 
Management Group is an equal 
opportunity provider and employer. 
Equal Housing Opportunity.       (07/17)

17309 W. State Road 81, Huge 
garage sale! Sat., July 13, 8 a.m.-4 
p.m. Most items $1, unless marked! 
Holiday and home decorations 
including Rae Dunn and Boyds 
Bears. Kitchen appliances and 
utensils. Clothing LX-3XL men’s 
and women’s. A lot to see!!

SUBSCRIPTION OFFER!!

$2500 ★ 6 Months
$5000 ★ 1 Year

FREE PRESS Your best source for 
local and area news!

608-897-4797
1035 1st Center Ave. • Suite 107

Brodhead, WI 53520

The Brodhead Free Press newspaper would make a 
GREAT gift for that neighbor who moved away,

a child who is off at college, an out of town grandparent
or even someone serving in the military!!

1029 16th Ave. • Monroe, WI 53566
608-325-2600

Monday -Friday 9-5
Saturday 9-4

Registered Jewelers • American Gem Society
Diamond Center

Lueckes’

1013 16th Ave. • Monroe, WI • 608-325-4464
buringtonshoes@hotmail.com   buringtonshoes@hotmail.com   

Monday - Thursday 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Friday 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. • Saturday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Gift Certifi cates Available!

Come take a stroll around 
Monroe’s 

Historic Downtown!

HOURS: Tuesday - Friday 10-5 • Saturday 10-4 
Sunday Noon - 4 • Monday closed

JoAnne’s Dress Shop
1618 11th Street • Monroe, WI 53566

608-325-3900 • joannesdressshop@tds.net

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

SUMMER CLEARANCE
NOW IN PROGRESS!

We have your clothing needs for all occations!

Big thanks to Darcy from Albany, 
Wyoming who read “Buffalo Fluffa-
lo” to our Summer Library Program 
story time last week. What a fun sto-
ry filled with different animals from 
Wyoming. If you haven’t read it yet, 
it’s a good one. Darcy also taught us 
two more verses of the song “Zoom! 
Zoom! Zoom! We’re going to the 
moon!” A song that gets into your 
head and stays there!

We learned about mountains 
last week, too. Graham crackers 
make really good ‘plates’ and pud-

ding is an excellent lava to use when 
demonstrating how mountains are 
formed. It’s a tasty lesson about 
plate tectonics. Then we made bal-
loon air canons. The cotton balls 
were flying around the room.

No Summer Library Program 
next week. We encourage every-
one to visit the Green County Fair. 
Be sure to come back for two more 
weeks of SLP: Tuesday, July 23rd 
(the swamps of Louisiana) and 
Tuesday, July 30th (the Alaskan Arc-
tic). It’s hard to imagine that SLP is 
almost finished for this year!

The Summer Reading Challenge 
is going strong. If you haven’t signed 
up for it yet, stop in at Albertson Me-
morial Library for more informa-
tion. The Challenge ends Wednes-
day, July 31st. There’s still time! And 
prizes to win! 

FREE PRESS Can’t make it during 
office hours? Use our 

convenient night drop!!

608-897-4797
1035 1st Center Ave. • Suite 107

Brodhead, WI 53520

FREE PRESS You’ve tried the rest...
Now read the BEST!!
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GCDC Celebrates First 
Year of Home Construction 

Cooperative 
Green County Development Corporation (GCDC) opened the doors to 

the first project house of the Home Construction Cooperative to celebrate 
and give recognition to the hard work and support of all involved. In addi-
tion to the donation of the home by SSM Health Monroe, GCDC received 
grant funds and additional donations from local banks, businesses and pri-
vate donors to provide over $140,000 in support of the program. 

The program, which began with the 2023/2024 school year brought 
Monroe High School, Skilled Building Trades LAUNCH students together 
to gain in-demand, home renovation and construction skills. With only one 
hour per day several days per week, students, teachers, and specialty con-
tractors updated and transformed a home donated by SSM Health Monroe.

Students completed bathroom and kitchen demolition and worked 
alongside local contractors and instructors to learn HVAC, electrical, 
plumbing, carpentry, masonry and landscaping. The home features new, 
energy efficient windows and exterior doors, updated plumbing and electric 
service, new central air unit, and a fully renovated bathroom. 

The newly renovated kitchen was designed by students, and includes a 
small pantry, island, and new appliances. A new patio door and deck were 
added to open the kitchen space to the outdoors. New vinyl flooring, refin-
ished hardwoods, light fixtures, and accents, along with fresh paint through-
out complete the inside. 

Additional work included drywall in the garage, freshly poured sidewalk 
and driveway, new shutters, and exterior lighting, along with landscape 
clean up and fresh planting. Local contractors provided instruction to teach 
the students other trades like electrical, plumbing, landscaping, and HVAC.

As students gave tours, attendees noted the “pride in the voices of the stu-
dents as they explained what they did throughout the school year to trans-
form the home.” GCDC’s Olivia Otte reflected on the community effort that 
made this project possible, and thanked the donors, attendees, teachers, 
and students for making the Home Construction Cooperative a huge suc-
cess.

The home, located on 5th Street in Monroe, will be listed for sale. All 
proceeds from the sale will be put back into the program to support next 
year’s new build planned on a vacant parcel donated by the City of Monroe. 
Program goals include expansion throughout Green County. Inquiries and 
interest in donating or being a part of the Home Construction Cooperative 
can be directed to GCDC.

Many thanks go out to the many donors and supporters of the program: 
SSM Health Monroe, School District of Monroe, Community Foundation 
of Southern Wisconsin, Inc, Wisconsin Housing and Economic Develop-
ment Authority (WHEDA), Alliant Energy, The Bank of New Glarus, Wood-
ford State Bank, First Community Credit Union, Green Bay Packer Foun-
dation, Monona Plumbing And Fire Protection Inc, First National Bank 
and Trust (Monroe, WI), CG Schmidt, Schlect Family Foundation, Build-
ers FirstSource, Prosperity Southwest, Duxstad McDaniel Law Group, SC, 
Summit Credit Union, Greenwoods State Bank, Buehler Interiors, Kundert 
Construction , Monroe Morning Optimists, Marine Credit Union, Veridian 
Homes, Maz Electric, First Weber Realtors-Jeff Twitty Conway, Monroe Li-
ons Club, Father Campions Champions, Monroe Kiwanis, WI, Monson Sep-
tic Pumping and Portable Restrooms LLC, Monroe Excellence in Education, 
Santos Concrete, Josh D Landscaping and Design, The Garden Spot, Green 
County Master Gardeners Association, Dane’s Lemonade Stand!

GCDC, a nonprofit Public/Private Partnership organization exists to en-
courage economic development while maintaining the quality of life that 
makes Green County a great place to live and work. Contact information can 
be found at www.greencountydevelopment.com.

Gems shine 
at YMCA 
National

Gymastics
meet

The Green County Family YMCA 
is proud to announce the outstand-
ing achievements of its 10 talented 
gymnasts who competed at the 
YMCA National Gymnastics Cham-
pionship Meet in Oaks, Pennsylva-
nia last week. They showcased their 
skills, determination and sports-
manship, leaving their mark on the 
national stage. Over 2,000 gymnasts 
from 100 teams from across the USA 
attended the meet. Gymnasts from 
our YMCA’s GEMS Gymnastics 
Team were eligible to compete at 
the national meet based on earning 
qualifying scores at previous meets. 
10 GEMS Gymnasts attended the 
meet, coached by Dawn Lederman, 
bringing home a total of 28 medals. 
The Green County Family YMCA is 
incredibly proud of our gymnasts’ 
achievements at the YMCA Nation-
al Gymnastics Championship Meet 
and extend our sincere gratitude to 
the parents, families, and commu-
nity who have supported these gym-
nasts. If you have a daughter or son 
interested in becoming a gymnast, 
the Green County Family YMCA of-
fers Preschool, Non-Competitive, 
and Homeschool programs aimed 
at teaching the fundamental skills of 
gymnastics. Gymnasts in those pro-
grams are invited to join the GEMS 
team during the spring of each year. 

The following gymnasts received 
medals at the YMCA National Gym-
nastics Meet: 

Level 3 Team Members: Aubree 
Cook, Sydney Dunlavy, Mylie Jelle, 
Clara Lucas and Emily Menter 

•Aubree Cook: fourth place vault, 
11th place bars, sixth place beam, 
ninth place floor, seventh place all 
around 

•Sydney Dunlavy: third place 
vault, fourth place bars, second 
place beam, 11th place floor, second 
place all around 

•Mylie Jelle: seventh place vault, 
seventh place bars, ninth place 
beam, third place floor, sixth place 
all around 

•Clara Lucas: second place vault, 
second place bars, seventh place 
floor, sixth place all around

•Emily Menter: second place 
bars, fourth place beam, 12th place 
floor, eighth place all around

Level 6 Team Members: Jackson 
Kundert and Elliana Shank 

•Jackson Kundert: fourth place 
vault, third place beam, seventh 
place all around

•Elliana Shank: third place vault
Xcel Silver: Evelyn Buholzer 
•Evelyn Buholzer: seventh place 

bars
Xcel Platinum Team Members: 

Kiera Indergand and Mads Josephs 
•Mads Josephs: sixth place beam
All team members are from Mon-

roe, except Sydney Dunlavy, Emily 
Menter and Elliana Shank who are 
from Brodhead.

608-897-4797

FREE PRESS
1035 1st Center Ave. • Suite 107

Brodhead, WI 53520

Can’t make it during 
office hours?

We have a night drop for 
your convenience!!

Your Hometown 
Newspaper

Please place items in an envelope!

Call 608-897-4797

FREE PRESS
Please contact us to place 

a community event, an engagement 
or wedding announcement, 

an advertisement, 
or nearly anything else!!


