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Don’t Combine Through 
Troublesome Weeds

At a recent field day for Johnsongrass and Shattercane identification and 
management, attendees talked about a variety of strategies to control and 
kill what was discovered is a cross between two grasses. The cross, of John-
songrass and Sorghum, is known as Sorghum Almum. The plants are able 
to cross with each other to create a local hardier plant that has “learned” 
how to flourish in our local environment. There were about 10 samples from 
around the southern part of Green County of the suspect plant at the field 
day and most of them had characteristics of Johnsongrass, like rhizomes, 
but were not exactly the genotype comparing other plant characteristics. 
Green County seems to be dealing with Sorghum Almum. This grass weed is 
typically seen along the margins of corn fields, since it can grow tall enough 
to put its seedhead out above the tassels.

Many farmers noted that it was spread through combining an infected 
crop. The seeds fall off the plant and are carried by harvest equipment far-
ther down the row until they eventually vibrate off the machine onto the 
soil. The seed that was on the specimens examined ranged from very green 
to only needing another couple of weeks to be viable. Another challenge to 
eradication of the weed, is that the seed is not destroyed through animal 
digestion- like birds and cattle- it remains viable after it has been excreted, 
which creates another avenue for its spread. 

Johnsongrass and its crosses have the potential to reduce crop yield. One 
study showed that 10 plants in a 100 square foot area reduced the soybean 
yield by 18 percent. One point brought up was paying attention to the details 
of weeds- know what you are fighting. Once you’ve taken the time to prop-
erly identify it and learn about it, you’ll have a better chance of getting ahead 
of it. Knowing the life cycle of the plant and when it germinates also helps 
to make better herbicide choices. Unfortunately, most herbicides are faded 
away by the time this grass decides to germinate and emerge. 

There are several ideas on how to control the spread of the grass. Many 
choose herbicides and there was considerable conversation on different 
chemistries that could work. An attendee shared that as a kid he remem-
bered that his grandpa stopped the combine so they could go out ahead to 
cut and collect the seedheads of shattercane in a bag to be burned later, then 
they would continue to combine through the patch. This was a smart strat-
egy to prevent the spread of the weed. It is suggested today to save weedy 
patches until the end of harvest and then clean the combine to eliminate 
spreading the seed. The other method of control that was discussed was 
continuously cutting it- put the field into hay and harvest it often as to help 
diminish the root reserve. After several years, the weed should be under 
control. Many of these strategies are applicable to other troublesome weeds 
popping up in the area like waterhemp and Palmer Amaranth.

Farmers are highly encouraged to be diligent on the prevention of 
spreading weeds and controlling weeds in crops. If they are only partially 
controlled with herbicides, the plants can become resistant, eliminating a 
control strategy for farmers. 

The Cardinal men finished 
in fourth place. The team 
was paced by Hunter 
Jorgensen, above, and 
Jorge Villalva, below, 
led the men. (Free 
Press photos by Teresa 
Earleywine)

Brodhead hosted five 
schools at their  Cross 
Country Invite last week. 
Rachel Hatter was the lead 
runner for the Cardinal 
women helping Brodhead 
finish in third place. This 
week the team will compete 
at the Lodi Invitational. 
(Free Press photo by 
Teresa Earleywine)

Dave Masloske #9, sacks QB Matthew Wickersham who 
fumbles with Braylon Strehlow recovering the ball. 
Masloske gained 77 yards on a pass play from Bockhop 
for Brodhead’s first  TD in the second quarter. (Free 
Press photo by Teresa Earleywine)

Grayson Arn #2, takes the handoff from QB Gabe 
Bockhop #1. Arn rushed for over 100 yards and 
Bockhop threw over 250 yards and three touchdowns 
in the  game against Evansville. (Free Press photo by 
Teresa Earleywine)

Cardinal player Braydan Sweeney #69 has #31 Lincoln 
Keller, within his reach for a tackle. It was a thriller of 
a game with Evansville holding on for a 21 - 19 victory. 
(Free Press photo by Teresa Earleywine)

#14 Jayden Brown goes for a takedown of this Blue 
Devil Player. Brown also caught a pass and scored a TD 
for Brodhead This week, the Cardinals will hit the road 
to face Platteville to open conference play. (Free Press 
photo by Teresa Earleywine)

STAY 
INFORMED
wherever you are!
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Football contest
The highest scoring football game of the week was Parkview/Albany 

over Dominican, 55-24. Dennis Schwartz, Brodhead, won first place with 
three incorrect. Second place was won by Eric VonAllmen, Albany, with 
four incorrect and 49 points. The following also had four incorrect: Lynette 
VonAllmen—42 points, of Albany; and Doug Rezner—46 points and Ann 
Schwartz—42 points, both of Brodhead.
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Helping
make

Brodhead
a place

to call home.

Combine
(Continued from page 4)

N2391 Airport Road • Brodhead, WI 

608-897-2355
We service all makes and models.

Pick up and delivery available!!

DICK’S REPAIRDICK’S REPAIR

ALL IN STOCK

Several different models 
to choose from!!

2307 1st Center Ave • Brodhead, WI

SSM Health Monroe 
Hospital hosting fall
Club Scrub session

Applications now available for this fall’s eighth grade health care club
SSM Health Monroe Hospital is excited to offer eighth grade students an 

opportunity to learn about health care professions through its Club Scrub 
program.

The goal of this free after-school program is to increase awareness of 
health care careers. The program is designed to provide consistent and en-
gaging exposure to various health care professions through eight interactive 
sessions over a period of three months.

Students will have the opportunity to speak with health care profession-
als and participate in hands-on activities that will allow them to experience 
firsthand what it might be like to work in a variety of health care settings such 
as Cardiac Cath Lab, Emergency Department, Family Medicine Residency, 
Operating Room, Pharmacy, Eye Care, Orthopedics and Physical Therapy. 

Club Scrub will start October 9 and end December 18 with a graduation 
ceremony. Each session will be held on Wednesdays from 4:30 to 6 p.m. at 
SSM Health Monroe Hospital, 515 22nd Avenue, Monroe, Wisconsin. Ap-
plications are due by Friday, September 20.

Please complete the application form  that can be found at  ssmhealth.
com/clubscrub.

For questions, please contact Club Scrub Coordinator, Stacie Natter 
at stacie.natter@ssmhealth.com.

2024 Spring Club Scrub participants learning how to 
suture bananas with the SSM Health Monroe Hospital 
Operating Room team.

Downtown 
Janesville, 

Inc. Unveils 
Two New 

Halloween 
Events

Downtown Janesville Inc (DJI) 
introduces two new Halloween 
events that will take place dur-
ing the Downtown Janesville Hal-
loweekend on Saturday, October 
26th. The annual Downtown Trick-
or-Treat will take place that day 
from 10 a.m.–1 p.m., followed by the 
new Monster Mash Bash held from 
1-4 p.m. at The Venue, and a Zombie 
Run at 5:30 p.m. on Festival Street. 

The Monster Mash Bash is a 
family-friendly Halloween party 
that will feature a DJ dance party, 
face painting, magic show, costume 
parade, raffles, and more! DJI en-
courages you to bring the kiddos 
downtown for free trick-or-treating, 
grab lunch at a local downtown res-
taurant, and then head over to The 
Venue for the Monster Mash Bash. 
Tickets are $10 per person, two and 
under are free. You can purchase 
tickets now at https://downtown-
janesville.com/event/monster-
mash-bash/. 

The Zombie Run will feature a 5k 
and one-mile walk or run. Check-in 
will start at 4 p.m. on Festival Street 
and the race will begin at 5:30 p.m. 
Dress up as a zombie for a chance 
to win prizes, enjoy a beer or seltzer 
from Second Salem Brewing, mu-
sic by DJ Lalo, and photo-ops with 
zombies and the Wisconsin Ghost-
busters. It’s going to be a frightfully 
fun evening! Tickets are available 
now for $45. Ticket price includes 
finisher medal, commemorative t-
shirt, and professional race timing. 
Get your tickets today at https://
downtownjanesville.com/event/
downtown-janesville-zombie-run/ 

“We are so excited to build off 
the holiday weekend that has his-
torically drawn hundreds of people 
to downtown for trick-or-treating. 
There’s something for all families 
and adults to enjoy throughout the 
day and we hope to continue to fill 
this weekend with more spooky 
fun in the future,” Elaina Szyjewski, 
Managing Director.

All proceeds from these new 
events go towards supporting DJI. 
Downtown Janesville Inc. is a 501c3 
non-profit whose mission is to acti-
vate and beautify downtown Janes-
ville. If you are interested in spon-
soring the new events, please email 
elaina@downtownjanesville.com. 

Main Street Monroe, Inc 
Recognized as Inaugural Gold 

Tier Wisconsin Main Street 
community

Main Street Monroe, Monroe’s downtown revitalization organization, 
has been recognized by the Wisconsin Economic Development Corpora-
tion (WEDC) as a Gold Tier Main Street organization for fiscal year 2025. 

Monroe is one of 34 designated Main Street programs around the state. 
Of those, 14 have achieved Gold Tier status by demonstrating excellent or-
ganizational effectiveness and community engagement in their downtown 
initiative above and beyond program requirements. In recognition of this 
success, Main Street Monroe is eligible for additional services to benefit 
their district, and staff and board members are invited to participate in an 
advocacy event intended to help develop and inform additional downtown-
friendly programs and policies at the state level. 

The Main Street Program, enacted in 1987, provides access to resources 
and training to help communities pursue revitalization and redevelopment 
efforts. Programs must apply to join the program. They must have a dedicat-
ed board of directors, paid staff, and a minimum operational budget. Once 
accepted, program staff and board members must participate in a series of 
annual training events and complete monthly impact reporting. 

Additionally, this is Main Street Monroe’s 10th year as a national accred-
ited Main Street organization. Since joining in 2005, the downtown has 
welcomed dozens of new businesses, attracted hundreds of thousands of 
visitors, and launched several new initiatives including Project Pop Up pop 
up shop program, retail focused events like the wine walks, an awning grant 
program, downtown murals, numerous events and the summer theme 
public art installation. During Covid, Main Street, through its LIVE! Shop-
ping Nights, brought in over $180,000 in direct sales to businesses.

Main Street Monroe is currently working on creating Main Street Park on 
the northeast corner of the square that will bring public restrooms and a 
programmable area downtown. The project, which was announced at the 
beginning of the summer, is in partnership with the city of Monroe. 

“Strong, thriving communities are what makes Wisconsin a great place 
for people to live, work, grow, and do business,” said Missy Hughes, secre-
tary and CEO of WEDC. “WEDC congratulates Main Street Monroe for their 
commitment to successful community development.”

Current board president, Steve Moon, credits the gold tier recognition to 
the ingenuity and resilience of dozens of dedicated volunteers who handle 
everything from watering flowerpots, pouring beer at concerts, and fund-
raising for the 501(c)3 nonprofit. “When you look at the number of people 
involved on a weekly basis, covering so many different facets of the orga-
nization, it is really incredible. Nothing just happens and a lot of the work 
Main Street does takes time.” Moon also noted the consistency of several 
volunteers chairing different volunteer committees and the executive direc-
tor, Jordan Nordby, who has been serving in his role as the sole paid staff 
member since January 2015. “There is genuine camaraderie and it’s all at 
the grassroots level. We are in Monroe and have an on the ground approach 
that’s tireless.”

Main Street program participants benefit from many types of assistance 
and resources as part of a broad-based network of communities with simi-
lar objectives. The average Main Street participant receives $15,000 in pro-
gram services on behalf of their districts. Services include:

•Participation in Main Street workshops focused on popular downtown 
revitalization topics.

•Direct services from staff including property renderings, design assis-
tance, event impact analysis, marketing assistance, strategic planning, and 
board development.

•Regular on-site visits from consultants to assist in developing district 
goals, including development planning, way finding, public space design, 
and parking.

•Training for the downtown director or program lead, board president, 
or municipal staff.

•Roundtable discussion groups, quarterly webinars, and regional train-
ing sessions on pertinent topics.

•Access to WEDC’s online downtown development library of resources 
and toolkits.

•Invitation to the annual Main Street Awards program and the ability to 
nominate local projects and initiatives for recognition.

•An online networking and discussion group to get new ideas from staff 
and other participating communities.

•Businesses and property owners in designated districts also receive as-
sistance in relevant topics including merchandising, ecommerce and façade 
improvement. They also are eligible to access matching loan dollars through 
the Kiva crowd lending platform, have access to a statewide historic façade 
design library, and can apply for an-
nual makeover and place-makeover 
contests. 

20 year JPAC vet, 
Mike Stalsberg, directs 

JPAC’s, Tick, Tick… BOOM! 
by Jonathan Larson this fall

The Janesville Performing Arts Center (JPAC) will be producing the icon-
ic musical, Tick, Tick… BOOM! this October on the main stage. The orga-
nization has tapped Mike Stalsberg to direct the show, who has been with 
the PAC since it opened 20 years ago. Stalsberg, directed the production the 
first time it was produced over 15 years ago, and will receive the opportunity 
again in celebration of JPAC’s 20 years of bringing affordable arts opportuni-
ties to Rock County.

“Mike is a talented director and we are excited for him to have a chance 
to direct this piece for us,” says JPAC Executive Director, Nathan Burkart. 
Stalsberg, serves as the Performing Arts Center’s Technical Director. He has 
directed numerous productions within the area and was inducted into the 
Rock County Hall of Fame in 2019.

Mike Stalsberg says “Tick Tick Boom was the first show I directed at JPAC, 
I am excited to have the opportunity to revisit this impactful work with a 
new cast and production staff 15 years later! When people think about Jona-
than Larson they immediately think of Rent, I think of Tick Tick Boom. This 
is the best Jonathan Larson music out there, and it’s all in this show!”

The show will play at the Janesville Performing Arts Center Friday, Oc-
tober 4th and Saturday, October 5th at 7:30 p.m. and Saturday, October 5th 
and Sunday, October 6th at 2 p.m. Tickets can be purchased at the JPAC box 
office or online by visiting www.janesvillpac.org. 

Farmers can reach out the Green 
County Land Conservation Depart-
ment for more information on this 
weed or for more information on 
weed control strategies through 
emailing Tonya.Gratz@wi.nacdnet.
net or by calling 608-325-4195 ex-
tension 121. Materials from the field 
day are available on the depart-
ment’s website at https://green-
countylwcd.com under Programs> 
County Programs> Johnsongrass/ 
Shattercane Field Day Resources.

608-897-4797

FREE PRESS
Please contact us to place a community event, 

engagement/wedding announcement, 
an advertisement, or nearly anything else.
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208 1st Center Ave
BRODHEAD WI 53520

Brodhead/Juda
@

Platteville
(HS)

★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★ ★  ★  ★  ★

Big Foot @ Beloit Turner (HS)

New Glarus/Monticello @ Beloit Turner (HS)

FREE PRESS
Turn to 

Brodhead Free Press 
for your local 

sports coverage!!

FREE PRESS
Minnesota @ Northwestern (C)

Palmyra-Eagle @ Parkview/Albany (HS)

Parkview/Albany @ River Ridge NC (HS)

 

1. Pick the winning team listed in 
each advertisement. Write name of 
the team opposite the advertiser’s 
name on the entry blank. 
2. Write the highest number of 
points scored by any one team in 
the space provided on the entry 
form. This will be used to break a 
tie. If a tie remains, one winner will 
be chosen by random drawing from 
all correct entries.
3. One entry per contestant. 
Entry forms must be returned to 
the Brodhead Free Press, 1035 1st 
Center Avenue, Ste. 107, Brodhead, 
WI 53520 by 5 p.m. Friday.

Contest Rules

MAIL OR BRING ENTRY 
FORMS TO THE 

FREE PRESS
1035 1st Center Ave, Ste 107

Brodhead, WI 53520
Letters or entries must 

be at Free Press by 

5 pm
on Friday.

1st Place
Dennis Schwartz

Brodhead
2nd Place

Eric VonAllmen
Albany

1034 1st Center Avenue 
Brodhead, WI 53520

608-897-9065 www.bridgesbarandgrill.com

2208 1st Center Avenue • Brodhead, WI 53520
www.brodheadgm.com • 608-897-2166

Buying or selling? Call us � rst!
608-897-9500

Jerry & Ann-Marie Elmer Brokers/Owners

Meet the team!
Experienced and knowledgeable!

•Jerry Elmer 608-558-3015  •Ann-Marie Elmer 608-558-3016

•Jodi Kail 608-295-7682  •Eugene “Hap” Sperry  608-247-9009

ELMERTEAM.CXN@GMAIL.COM
WWW.REALESTATECONNECTIONSWI.COM

OFFICIAL ENTRY FORM

NAME   AGE

ADDRESS  CITY PHONE

Bank of Brodhead

Bank of New Glarus   

Bridges Bar & Grill

Brodhead Chevrolet

Brodhead Collision, LLC

Brodhead Free Press

Exit Professional R/E

Nolte Garage

Real Estate Connection

       I think will be the most points scored by one team.

Monroe @ Jefferson (HS)

East Troy @ Evansville (HS)

Delavan-Darien @ East Troy NC (HS)

New Glarus @ Lancaster (HS)

FREE PRESS You’ve tried the rest...
Now read the BEST!!

608-897-4797
1035 1st Center Ave. • Suite 107

Brodhead, WI 53520

Your best source for
local and area news.
Find out online at

www.brodheadfreepress.com

1201 1st Center Avenue
Brodhead, WI 

Monday-Friday 7:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
noltesgarage@gmail.com

•30 years ASE Certified Master 
Technician

•Complete Automotive Repair 
•All Brands of Cars & Trucks

Delavan-Darien @ Edgerton (HS)

McFarland @ Whitewater (HS) Geneseo (IL) @ Clinton (HS)
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For Rent

BRODHEAD

Local & Area Services

Cox Limestone Repair—All 
tuckpointing and mortar needs 
on stone barnwalls, basements, 
foundations. Call 608-314-4713.      
			           (tf)

FREE PRESS CLASSIFIEDS

Log splitters for rent by the day. 
Dick’s Repair. 608-897-2355.      (tf)
Haile Tree Service, aerial bucket, 
stump grinding. Licensed and 
insured. Call 608-879-9014.        (tf) 

Services

Handyman-Home Repairs—
power-washing, painting, honey-
do-list. Call 608-897-2410. Go to: 
Jackofalltrades.us        	         (tf)

Garage Sales

Brodhead

POLICE BLOTTER

N2313 Stinson Drive, Thurs., 
Sept. 5, 4-7 p.m.; Fri., Sept. 6, 8 
a.m.-6 p.m.; Sat., Sept. 7, 8 a.m.-
noon. Name brand kids clothing! 
Girls NB-5T and boys NB-size 6, 
girls clothing 14/16-women’s M, 
men’s clothing/shoes, sandbox, 
toys, Radio Flyer wagon, bikes, 
TVs, snowblower and so much 
more!

WHOLESALE & RETAIL LIMESTONE
3/4”, 1 1/2”, 3” Breaker Rock

608-87 9-2623 • 608-289-2891(Cell)

Ryan Farm 
Quarries

608-879-4089

CONSIGNY LAW FIRM, S.C.

Mark Schroeder Mike Faust

Brodhead Location
1030 1st Center Avenue

608-897-2116

Web site
http://www.janesvillelaw.com

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
A limited Liability Organization

Daniel Fabrizius

Joseph K. Murphy, D.C.
Serving the Brodhead Area Since 1984

• Sports Injuries
• Work & Auto Injuries
• Chronic Pain
• Preventative Care

608-897-2136
2504 1st Center Avenue
Brodhead, WI 53520
Most Insurances Accepted

802 2ND ST. • BRODHEAD, WI 53520 • M-F 7:30AM-5PM • arnsauto.com 
casey@arnsauto.com 

ARN’S AUTO SERVICE 
Complete Automotive Repair Shop

• 4 Wheel Computerized Alignment 
• Tire Sales – Most Brands 
• Hunter Tire Changer & Balancing 
• Exhaust Systems 
• Transmission Maintenance 
• Radiator Service     

• Engine Repair 
• Brake Service 
• Suspension & Steering 
• Oil Changes 
• Electrical Systems 
• Heating & A/C

FOR SERVICE 608-897-3330

FOR TOWING CALL 608-897-8088

arns auto.qxp_Layout 1  8/18/21  10:13 AM  Page 1

608-897-4700 • Brodhead608-897-4700 • Brodhead
For professional oil or gas burner service call us.

New Installation, Service & Repairs
We service all makes and models of furnaces & air conditioners!

HEATING AND COOLING
OLINOLIN

✔ Income tax planning & preparation
✔ Auditing

✔ Bookkeeping
✔ Payroll Services

608-325-5035
Monroe

815-235-3157
Freeport

Appointments Available in Brodhead & Durand

6 Repairing heavy trucks, tractors & all Ag equipment
6 Detroit Diesel & Cummins Electronic Diagnostics                                                                                                                            
6 Aftermarket parts for all Ag equipment 
6 Clutches, Engine Kits, Steering parts, Water Pumps & More!

MARTIN
TRUCK & TRACTOR LLC

Brodhead, WI  608-897-6445
Custo

m 

Hydrau
lic 

Hoses

DA Lubric
an

ts-

Qualit
y O

ils 

& Grea
se!

Offering mobile 
service on your farm!

Southern Wisconsin Monuments

608-897-2484
http://www.southernwisconsinmonuments.com

Dr. Dan Branson DDS
702 23rd St. • Brodhead, WI 53520

608-897-8645
dentist.brodhead@outlook.com • www.brodheaddental.com

Mon & Wed 8 am-5 pm • Tues 8 am-6 pm • Thurs 8 am-3 pm

902 E. 5th Avenue, Fri., Sept. 6, 
Sat., Sept. 7 and Sun., Sept. 8, 9 
a.m.-6 p.m. Four-family rummage 
sale. Women’s clothes up to 2XL, 
lawn chairs, surround system, nice 
home decor and wall art, air purifier, 
architectural columns, metal 
folding barstool, new glass crystal 
ceiling fixture, unicycle, quilts and 
blankets, pet feeder, downhill skis 
size 9, large fishing tackle box and 
much more.

Three bedroom duplex apart-
ment, for rent. Full basement, 
single car garage. Available 
October 1. Call 608-214-4191 for 
details.			   (09/11)

2 miles west of Brodhead
10 miles east of Monroe

Hwy. 11 & 81, Brodhead, WI
608-897-4014

OPEN DAILY
9 AM - 5 PM

TEN EYCK ORCHARDTEN EYCK ORCHARD

Many Varieties Available Now, Including:

Exceptional Apples

Our Family Farm 
since 1839

Gala

“Enjoy the fruits of our labor”

Akane

Check our Facebook page!

Ginger Gold Molly Delicious
Honey Crisp

Green County 
Sheriff’s Department
August 26-
September 1, 2024

At 10:26 a.m. Monday, GRSO 
deputies, BH EMS and FD respond-
ed to a two vehicle crash with in-
juries in the W800 block of CTH E, 
Town of Decatur. A pickup operated 
by Mike S. Berget, 72, Darlington, 
was traveling westbound and turn-
ing left/south into a field drive. A 
car operated by Brett B. Granzow, 
34, Albany, was eastbound when he 
struck the rear passenger sidewheel 
area. Granzow reported wearing his 
seat belt, sustained injuries and was 
transported.  Berget also reported 
wearing his seat belt and was unin-
jured.  Granzow’s vehicle sustained 
disabling damage, airbags deployed 
and was towed. Berget’s pickup sus-
tained functional damage to the 
passenger side rear tire and fender 
area. There was no airbag deploy-
ment, and was driven from the 
scene.

Berget was cited for failure to 
yield right while turning left; Gran-
zow was cited for no vehicle insur-
ance. Both were released with non-
mandatory court dates.

FREE PRESS You’ve tried the rest...
Now read the BEST!!

608-897-4797
1035 1st Center Ave. • Suite 107

Brodhead, WI 53520

Your best source for local and area news.

Please contact us to place 
a community event, 
an engagement or 

wedding announcement, 
an advertisement, 

or nearly anything else!!

Your Hometown Newspaper
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Amish Community
LOCAL BUSINESSES

Detweiler
& Kauffman

Handcrafted Amish Furniture

Bedroom Sets • Dining Sets • Hutches
Rolltop Desks • Entertainment Centers

Computer Center • Glider Rockers
Lawn Furniture • AND MORE

Custom work - Kitchens, Baths & Built-Ins
W282 Atkinson Rd. • Albany

608-897-8787
OPEN Mon-Sat

9 a.m.-4 p.m.
We accept

Visa, Mastercard
& Discover

Great Buys on Name Brands
Stop in and check us out!

OPEN: Tuesday-Friday 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Saturday 8:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.• Sunday & Monday CLOSED

W363 Atkinson Rd. • Albany, WI 53502
608-897-2867

BENT & DENT GROCERY
Countryside

Custom Built Vinyl Windows
1928 N. Old 92

Evansville, WI 53536
608-882-2743

Where Quality Comes First!

Call Now for
a FREE
Estimate!

Locally Made!

Slider • Patio Doors 
Picture • Double Hung 

Awning • Bay • Casement

16348 Gempler Road
Brodhead, WI 53520

608-897-4307

Specializing in 
outdoor

deck and patio 
furniture

Area Watershed 
Association Honors Local 
Citizen with Watershed 

Stewardship Award
The Lower Sugar River Watershed Association presented Paul Roemer 

with a Watershed Stewardship Award at their 10th Annual Meeting held 
recently at Three Waters Reserve. The award is given annually to honor a 
member, citizen, organization, landowner, or business in the watershed 
whose work and leadership demonstrate dedication to the care and enjoy-
ment of our water resources. 

Board Treasurer Nate Gingerich presented the award with the following 
comments he prepared: 

“Paul Roemer has been a tireless advocate for native plants in Brod-
head for decades. A fundamental and admirable part of this advocacy has 
involved establishing and maintaining native tree and prairie plantings in 
public spaces throughout the city. Paul spends countless hours trimming, 
weeding, planting, observing, and impressively, burning these areas. How-
ever, Paul has perhaps had an even more significant impact in the commu-
nity, and watershed, as an educator, specifically in summer school sessions 
developed and conducted from 1988 to the present, in which he has guided 
class after class of eight to 10-year-olds through several weeks of sustained 
joyful contact with nature. There have likely been many more than 1,500 
(perhaps more than 2,000) “Cabin Kids,” multiple generations, (many com-
munity members,) who have “adopted” a native plant and cherished several 
weeks of play and instruction in the curated natural space of the Marjorie J. 
Blackford Arboretum. A population, a polity, a community, that shares a re-
flexive fondness of nature and an awareness of some of its special features, is 
surely well-positioned to realize positive outcomes in the stewardship of its 
lands and waters. I believe Paul has, in a very real and impactful way, led our 
community in this direction. Paul Roemer, mounted on bicycle with cart, is 
an iconic local touchstone, symbolic of positive action.” 

In accepting the award, Paul recounted many memorable paddling expe-
riences and his love for the Sugar River since moving to Brodhead 55 years 
ago. One experience involved a near collision with a Cockspur hawthorn 
tree while paddling with his future wife, Alice. In his effort to avoid the for-
midable two-inch spines, he swamped both his new Grumman aircraft alu-
minum canoe and their picnic lunch! In the end, he relates, Alice married 
him anyway. As a member of the Green County Land and Water Conserva-
tion Committee, Paul expressed his appreciation for the 13-years of water-
shed advocacy by the watershed organization.

To enjoy Paul’s work, and the multitude of wildlife visitors you will no 
doubt encounter, visit the Putnam Park Covered Bridge, the Marjorie J. 
Blackford Arboretum, Albrecht Elementary, the Brodhead Memorial Public 
Library, the Sugar River Trail Terminus, and Headgates Park. 

The Lower Sugar River Watershed Association is a 501(c)(3) non-profit 
public charity conservation organization based in Brodhead WI, dedicated 
to empowering citizens with experience and knowledge to steward land and 
water resources in the Lower Sugar River Watershed. LSRWA administers 
the Lower Sugar River Field Station at Three Waters Reserve. For more in-
formation and to get involved in our organization and field station program 
contact info@lsrwa.org and fieldstation@threewatersreserve.com. 

Left—Watershed Steward-
ship Award recipient 
Paul Roemer of Brodhead 
‘mounted on bike with cart’ 
traveling to one of several 
native prairie plantings 
he has established and 
cares for to beautify and 
benefit his community. 

Right—Paul’s native prairie 
garden at Putnam Park 
Covered Bridge with wild 
lupine in bloom. 
Below—The prairie gar-
den and restored cabin at 
the Marjorie J. Blackford 
Arboretum, where Paul’s 
‘Cabin Kids’ program is 
offered.

By Sarah Carpenter, 
Outreach Librarian
By Laura Roth,
Children’s Librarian

Welcome back to Story Time!
Albertson Memorial Library is 

the place to be on Tuesday morn-
ings (10 a.m.) if you’re a preschool-
er. During the month of September, 
we’re continuing our celebration of 
Smokey the Bear’s 80th birthday by 
reading books about bears. Bears 
caught napping, bears involved in 
music, bears exploring colors. We 
might even go on a bear hunt! We’ll 
make bear crafts, painting with 
unconventional tools (forks, for ex-
ample) and making wooden spoon 
bear puppets. There’s a bear corn-
hole style game . . . Please Feed the 
Bear . . . we’ll try to feed him marsh-
mallows (see picture).

We meet before the library opens, 
so we have the place to ourselves 
and our noisy fun can’t bother any-
one. Please join us on Tuesdays at 
10 a.m. We’d love to meet some new 
friends! 

Saturday Mornings at the 
Durand Library 

Story Time Begins Sept. 7
Submitted by Barbara Flores, President, 
Friends of the Durand Library

All parents and caregivers of preschool children are encouraged to bring 
their little ones to Story Time at the Library Saturday morning September 7 
at 10 a.m. This pre-K activity has no minimum age and no maximum age 
and no need to preregister. Older children are most welcome to listen along 
with their younger siblings or pick up a book or two of their own to read.

Of course, school children visit the library regularly with their class dur-
ing the day. If parents come to the library on Saturdays with their kids they 
can see all the elementary level books and check out the ones their children 
choose. There are both fiction, which are story books, as well as elementary 
level nonfiction books, which offer great information on a wealth of topics. 

There is no question about the importance of reading to preschool chil-
dren. In fact, studies have shown that it is even beneficial to read to children 
who are too young to comprehend the words. Hearing stories read encour-
ages listening skills, helps develop attention span and concentration and 
can have a soothing effect on a young child. As children begin to understand 
what is read to them, their vocabulary will increase, and cognitive skills are 
developed. In addition, hearing rhythmic and grammatically correct con-
tent will help children establish good speaking skills. 

Take it from Dr. Seuss: “The more that you read, the more things you will 
know. The more that you learn, the more places you’ll go.“ 

Story Time will continue through the school year on the first and third 
Saturdays of the month. Please join us at Story Time this Saturday!

Library Services Accessible to All
The Friends of the Durand Library want everyone to know that for those 

who are physically unable to visit the library, let us know and we’ll get books 
to your door. If library hours aren’t convenient, let us know and we will make 
other arrangements. Wondering if we have a book in the collection, simply 
email or call. If we don’t have it, in almost every case we can obtain the de-
sired material. 
About the Library

Entry is at the east, or playground, end of the building. Follow the signs 
along the wide paved walkway. Check out privileges are free for all residents 
of the school district. Hours are 9 a.m.–noon Saturdays. 

Email villagelibrary@cusd322.org, call 815-289-8602 and visit us on FB/
durandvillagelibrary. 
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