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Saturday Mornings at the 
Durand Library 

State Library Enhances Rural Service
Submitted by Barbara Flores, President, 
Friends of the Durand Library 

The Library Company of Philadelphia, founded in 1731 by  Benjamin 
Franklin and a group of his friends, became the first American subscription 
library. The Library Company, while founded as a membership library, al-
lowed members to borrow books, and so may have been the first truly pub-
lic library. At that time Illinois had not yet been carved out of the Northwest 
Territory and in fact, the Northwest Territory was not established until 1787. 
In the following decades this early start in the East was an inspiration to 
other territories and states.

It is fair to say that the Illinois State Library had its beginning in 1817 just 
before statehood was achieved in 1818, but progress in establishing it as an 
institution was slow and uneven. Eventually, the State Library would come 
to provide organizational assistance, outreach, grants and other services to 
local libraries as well as serving the Illinois Legislature and government of-
fices. However, it would be decades later before legislation was passed en-
abling the establishment of local libraries. 

In the early 1840’s a permanent home was established for the State Li-
brary. Illinois had reason to be proud of the new State Library, it was a beau-
tiful building with a good collection. There was some backing from the leg-
islature, however not all officials showed a serious commitment to it and 
some Secretaries of State, who then as now carry the title of State Librarian, 
were indifferent to enlarging and strengthening the library. 

While public libraries are an integral part of communities today, that was 
not the case during the 1800s and very few Illinois towns had libraries at all. 
It was not until March 7, 1872, that Governor John M. Palmer signed the 
Public Library Act, authorizing cities, incorporated towns, and townships to 
establish and maintain free public libraries and reading rooms “for the use 
and benefit of the inhabitants of each city.” 

The 19th-century industrialist  Andrew Carnegie embraced the goal of 
funding libraries around the country. Between 1886 and 1919, Carnegie 
donated more than $40 million to establish 1,679 new library buildings in 
communities large and small across America. From 1903 to 1914 106 public 
libraries were built in Illinois with grants awarded by the Carnegie Corpora-
tion. This includes the Rockford Public Library as well as the Freeport Li-
brary.

Following legislative changes in the 1970’s, the State Library is now a 
source of grants, developmental assistance, guidance to local libraries in the 
state and a strong advocate for accessibility to the handicapped. Systems 
for interlibrary loans, regional library agreements and methods of deliver-
ing borrowed books from one library to another were organized by the state 
system. In addition, Illinois is a Reciprocal Borrowing State, which means 
that library card holders from one public library may use their cards in any 
public library within Illinois.

While many rural areas would undoubtedly have developed local librar-
ies on their own, having a strong State Library system bolsters the kind of 
collaboration among libraries which benefits everyone. The Interlibrary 
Loans and the RAILS system, an acronym for the organization which trans-
ports books from one library to another, are the result of organization on a 
state level. 
Accessible Library Services in Durand

For those who are physically unable to visit the library, let us know and 
we’ll get books to your door. If library hours aren’t convenient, let us know 
and we will make other arrangements. Wonder if we have a book in the col-
lection, simply email or call. If we don’t have it, in almost every case we can 
obtain requested material. 
About the Library

Entry is at the east, or playground, end of the building. Follow the signs 
along the wide paved walkway. Check out privileges are free for all residents 
of the school district. Hours are 9 a.m.–noon Saturdays. 

Email villagelibrary@cusd322.org, call 815-289-8602 and visit us on FB/
durandvillagelibrary.

Brodhead Cardinals hosted their annual volleyball invite last week with 10 schools 
competing. Brodhead finished in second. Mineral Point placed first. Other area teams 
competing included Albany, Juda and Parkview. (Courtesy team photo by Amber 
Rear)

Brodhead’s Brynn Riesterer goes for a kill while Anna 
Ellinger of Albany attempts to defend. This week the 
team will travel to Beloit Turner on Thursday. 

Brodhead Juda Cross 
Country teams competed 
at the Lodi Invite last 
week.The women were 
led by Brodhead senior 
Madi Brown 24:35.48 to 
finish 13th in a field of 43 
runners. (Free Press photo 
by Teresa Earleywine)

Medalists for Brodhead Cross Country are (in no particular order): Tarryn Condon, 
Madi Brown, Serena Santiago and Olivia Brooks, with Treyton Leutenegger,  Jorge 
Villalva and Gauge Jorgenson representing the men. The women placed second and 
the boys fifth in a field of six teams. This week the teams will compete at East Troy. 
(Courtesy photo)

Brodhead was on the road 
last week to Platteville and 
came up short with a 49-6 
loss. Brodhead’s only score 
came in the fourth quarter 
after Cardinal QB Gabe 
Bockhop, #1, threw a 
“bomb” into the hands of 
an unnamed  Brodhead 
receiver to  get the team 
into the redzone. (File 
photo) No other stats were 
available at press time. 
On Friday the Cards will 
be on the road to River 
Valley.

Football 
contest

The highest scoring football 
game of the week was Platteville 
over Brodhead/Juda, 49-6. Eric 
VonAllmen, Albany, won first place 
with all the correct games and 49 
points. Second place was won by 
Brian Malkow, Brodhead, with all 
the correct games and 48 points. 
The following also had one incor-
rect: Lynette VonAllmen and Curt 
Elmer, both of Albany; and Dennis 
Schwartz, of Brodhead.

STAY 
INFORMED
wherever you are!
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www.brodheadfreepress.com
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208 1st Center Ave
BRODHEAD WI 53520

Westfi eld
@

Parkview/Albany
(HS)
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Beloit Turner @ Clinton (HS)

New Glarus/Monticello @ Beloit Turner (HS)

FREE PRESS
Turn to 

Brodhead Free Press 
for your local 

sports coverage!!

FREE PRESS
Minnesota @ Northwestern (C)

Lodi @ Big Foot (HS)

Parkview/Albany @ River Ridge NC (HS)

 

1. Pick the winning team listed in 
each advertisement. Write name of 
the team opposite the advertiser’s 
name on the entry blank. 
2. Write the highest number of 
points scored by any one team in 
the space provided on the entry 
form. This will be used to break a 
tie. If a tie remains, one winner will 
be chosen by random drawing from 
all correct entries.
3. One entry per contestant. 
Entry forms must be returned to 
the Brodhead Free Press, 1035 1st 
Center Avenue, Ste. 107, Brodhead, 
WI 53520 by 5 p.m. Friday.

Contest Rules

MAIL OR BRING ENTRY 
FORMS TO THE 

FREE PRESS
1035 1st Center Ave, Ste 107

Brodhead, WI 53520
Letters or entries must 

be at Free Press by 

5 pm
on Friday.

1st Place
Eric VonAllmen

Albany
2nd Place

Brian Malkow
Brodhead

1034 1st Center Avenue 
Brodhead, WI 53520

608-897-9065 www.bridgesbarandgrill.com

2208 1st Center Avenue • Brodhead, WI 53520
www.brodheadgm.com • 608-897-2166

Buying or selling? Call us � rst!
608-897-9500

Jerry & Ann-Marie Elmer Brokers/Owners

Meet the team!
Experienced and knowledgeable!

•Jerry Elmer 608-558-3015  •Ann-Marie Elmer 608-558-3016

•Jodi Kail 608-295-7682  •Eugene “Hap” Sperry  608-247-9009

ELMERTEAM.CXN@GMAIL.COM
WWW.REALESTATECONNECTIONSWI.COM

OFFICIAL ENTRY FORM

NAME   AGE

ADDRESS  CITY PHONE

Bank of Brodhead

Bank of New Glarus   

Bridges Bar & Grill

Brodhead Chevrolet

Brodhead Collision, LLC

Brodhead Free Press

Exit Professional R/E

Nolte Garage

Real Estate Connection

       I think will be the most points scored by one team.

Jefferson @ East Troy (HS)

Edgerton @ Monroe (HS)

Delavan-Darien @ East Troy NC (HS)

Brodhead/Juda @ River Valley (HS)

FREE PRESS You’ve tried the rest...
Now read the BEST!!

608-897-4797
1035 1st Center Ave. • Suite 107

Brodhead, WI 53520

Your best source for
local and area news.
Find out online at

www.brodheadfreepress.com

1201 1st Center Avenue
Brodhead, WI 

Monday-Friday 7:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
noltesgarage@gmail.com

•30 years ASE Certified Master 
Technician

•Complete Automotive Repair 
•All Brands of Cars & Trucks

Evansville @ McFarland (HS)

Whitewater @ Delavan-Darien (HS) New Glarus @ Dodgeville (HS)
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For Rent

BRODHEAD

PECATONICA, IL

Local & Area Services

Cox Limestone Repair—All 
tuckpointing and mortar needs 
on stone barnwalls, basements, 
foundations. Call 608-314-4713.      
			           (tf)

FREE PRESS CLASSIFIEDS

Log splitters for rent by the day. 
Dick’s Repair. 608-897-2355.      (tf)
Haile Tree Service, aerial bucket, 
stump grinding. Licensed and 
insured. Call 608-879-9014.        (tf) 

Services

Handyman-Home Repairs—
power-washing, painting, honey-
do-list. Call 608-897-2410. Go to: 
Jackofalltrades.us        	         (tf)

Garage Sales

Brodhead

POLICE BLOTTER

N2475 County Road GG—
Spring Grove Township Hall, 
Craft and Rubber Stamping Sale—
Fri., Sept. 13, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat., 
Sept. 14, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Rubber 
stamps, Stamping Up sets, paper, 
die cuts, embossing folders, 
embellishments, machines, ink, 
punches, ribbons and computer 
disk games (free).

Three bedroom duplex apart-
ment, for rent. Full basement, 
single car garage. Available 
October 1. Call 608-214-4191 for 
details.			   (09/11)

WHOLESALE & RETAIL LIMESTONE
3/4”, 1 1/2”, 3” Breaker Rock

608-87 9-2623 • 608-289-2891(Cell)

Ryan Farm 
Quarries

608-879-4089

CONSIGNY LAW FIRM, S.C.

Mark Schroeder Mike Faust

Brodhead Location
1030 1st Center Avenue

608-897-2116

Web site
http://www.janesvillelaw.com

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
A limited Liability Organization

608-897-4700 • Brodhead608-897-4700 • Brodhead
For professional oil or gas burner service call us.

New Installation, Service & Repairs
We service all makes and models of furnaces & air conditioners!

HEATING AND COOLING
OLINOLIN

208 1st Center Ave
Brodhead, WI 53520

Call or Stop By
Call or Stop By

TODAY!
TODAY!

Certified Technicians • Expert Color Matching • Insurance Work Specialists
Computerized Frame Repair • Lifetime Guarantee on Repairs

FREE Loaner Car
with Repairs!

Dr. Dan Branson DDS
702 23rd St. • Brodhead, WI 53520

608-897-8645
dentist.brodhead@outlook.com • www.brodheaddental.com

Mon & Wed 8 am-5 pm • Tues 8 am-6 pm • Thurs 8 am-3 pm

Albany Downtown
Farmer’s and Cra� er’s Market

In conjunction with the
Albany American Legion Buff et Breakfast

Come on out for some of  the most unique 
craft vendors and produce, eggs and 

meat from local farmers at the Albany  
Downtown Farmer’s and Crafter’s Market, 

Sunday, September 15 
at the

Albany American
Legion Park

8 a.m.-1 p.m.
Please come on out and support 

your community and small business 
vendors at this great local event!

18075 Brick School Road, 
PECATONICA BARN SALE—
Thurs., Sept. 12, to Sun., Sept. 15, 
9 a.m.-4 p.m. Antiques, furniture, 
puzzles, household items and 
so much more! Attic treasures 
acclumulated over 50 years.

By Sarah Carpenter, 
Outreach Librarian
By Laura Roth,
Children’s Librarian

It’s a ‘beary’ good start to the Alb-
ertson Memorial Library preschool 
story time season.

We’ve had a lot of fun reading our 
bear stories. The Bear and the Piano 
was a big hit. We practiced counting 
in the books Polar Bear, Polar Bear, 
What do You Hear? and Brown Bear, 
Brown Bear, What do You See? Us-
ing a plastic fork to paint a bears 

face was somewhat challenging, but 
we did it.

Next week we’ll ‘feed’ the bear by 
throwing marshmallows through 
the bear’s mouth and make an ac-
cordion fold bear. We might even 
see if we can Growl Like a Bear. And 
rest assured, There Are no Bears in 
This Bakery/library. 

You’ll know what this means if 
you visit the Albertson Memorial Li-
brary for our Preschool Story Time 
Tuesday at 10 a.m. Remember, we 
meet before the library opens so 
there’s no way we can bother other 
library patrons. We’d love to have 
you!

Green County 
Sheriff’s Department
September 2-8, 2024

At approximately 3:30 p.m., 
Wednesday, deputies responded to 
the Green County Probation and 
Parole Office, 2841 6th Street, City 
of Monroe, and placed Royce J. 
Brauer, 21, of Brodhead, under ar-
rest for a Probation Hold. Royce was 
transported to the Green County 
Jail where he will be held.

At approximately 11:33 a.m., 
Friday, deputies responded to the 
N7200 block of County Highway 
E, Town of Albany, for a report of 
a two-vehicle accident.  Investiga-
tions found that a vehicle operated 

by Erin E. Hartwig, 49, of Brodhead 
was northbound on County High-
way E when a second vehicle oper-
ated by Thomas J. Gomach, 44, of 
Stoughton entered the roadway go-
ing eastbound on Brooklyn Albany 
Road. Hartwig’s vehicle then collid-
ed with Gomach’s vehicle. Hartwig 
and Gomach both denied injury, 
both reported wearing seat belts, 
and no airbag deployment in either 
vehicle. Both vehicles sustained 
functional damage and were driven 
from the scene.  Gomach was cited 
for failure to yield the right of way 
from a stop sign and released with a 
non-mandatory court date. 

Want your 
business to 
G-R-O-W?

Put your 
ad where 

EVERYONE 
will see it.

897-4797

BRODHEAD
FREE PRESS
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SSM Health in Brodhead welcomes  
board-certified advanced practice  
nurse practitioner, Jacqueline Conway. 

She offers the following services:

• Primary care for all ages 
• Preventive health care
• Patient education

SSM Health  
Monroe Clinic Medical Group 
1904 First Center Ave. 
Brodhead, WI 53520 

Now accepting new patients.  
To schedule an appointment  
call 608-897-2191. 

Welcome 
Jacqueline  
Conway, APNP 
Family Medicine

“Using a patient-first holistic approach, I listen  
to my patients to understand their concerns  
and help them achieve their health goals.” 
– Jacqueline Conway, APNP

Visit ssmhealth.com/JacquelineConwayAPNP for more information.


