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Thank you Ashley Welbig, for bringing in Arson, and telling us about dog obedience 
and training. Thank you, Emma, for teaching us about various dog breeds.

Thank you Jessica and Rowan Krattiger for sharing 
your rescue story for “One Eyed Willy”. Your compassion 
for animals is heartwarming.

Brodhead Lions Pancake Breakfast Helps 
with Field Trips

Students of the T.O.O.L. team with assistance from some High Schoolers helped serve 
at the pancake breakfast last Saturday.

A few members of the Brodhead Lions organization working their annual spring 
breakfast event. Proceeds from this event help Fund field trips for students at 
Albrecht Elementary School.

Familes and people from the community came out to the Lions pancake breakfast on 
Saturday.

The Brodhead Chamber of Commerce recently voted to donate the funds 
collected over the years from the community can drive to the Brodhead Jay-
cees who have agreed to administer the finances  of the fireworks. 

The Chamber has great respect for the Jaycees and their long history of 
community involvement. We are confident the organization will manage 
the funds responsibly and continue to support the traditions that make 
Brodhead such a special place to live and celebrate. 

We are grateful to the Jaycees for stepping forward and taking this on. We 
look forward to enjoying the fireworks and parade with the community and 
assisting wherever we can. 

The Chamber would also like to extend a sincere thank you to Justin and 
Campbell’s Piggly Wiggly for their many years of support in hosting the can 
drive and contributing funds toward the fireworks. Their partnership has 
played an important role in helping these community celebrations con-
tinue. 

As we look ahead, we encourage everyone to remember and support the 
local organizations and businesses that step up to make community events 
possible.

Independence Day 
Celebration slated for July 

3rd and 4th
America is turning 250—and we’re celebrating the Brodhead 

way thanks to Kody Menehan, Cody Gadow, Casey Jones, and the Brod-
�K�H�D�G���-�D�\�F�H�H�V�����)�D�E�X�O�R�X�V���¿�U�H�Z�R�U�N�V���D�W���G�X�V�N���R�Q���)�U�L�G�D�\�����-�X�O�\�����U�G���D�Q�G���S�D�W�U�L-
�R�W�L�F���S�D�U�D�G�H���E�\�� �%�U�R�G�K�H�D�G���&�K�D�P�E�H�U���R�I�� �&�R�P�P�H�U�F�H���D�W���Q�R�R�Q���R�Q���6�D�W�X�U�G�D�\����
�-�X�O�\�� ������ �W�R�� �F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�H�� �W�K�H�� �������W�K�� �E�L�U�W�K�G�D�\�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �8�Q�L�W�H�G�� �6�W�D�W�H�V�� �R�I���$�P�H�U-
�L�F�D���� �7�K�L�V�� �R�Q�F�H���L�Q���D���J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�� �S�D�U�D�G�H�� �D�Q�G�� �¿�U�H�Z�R�U�N�V�� �F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�L�R�Q�� �Z�L�O�O��
be ���% ������ �� ��� ���������—����� ��������� ��� ���������� 
�����
 ��
����� �� ��
�� �� ��� �
����� �1�R�� �R�X�W�V�L�G�H�� �I�X�Q�G�L�Q�J���� �-�X�V�W�� �O�R�F�D�O����
�K�R�P�H�W�R�Z�Q���S�U�L�G�H�����,�I���\�R�X�¶�G���O�L�N�H���W�R���K�H�O�S���I�X�Q�G���W�K�L�V���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F���H�Y�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���E�H���S�D�U�W��
�R�I���V�R�P�H�W�K�L�Q�J���W�U�X�O�\���V�S�H�F�L�D�O�����G�R�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�V���F�D�Q���E�H���G�U�R�S�S�H�G���R�I�I���D�W���W�K�H��	��
 �� 
	������������&�K�H�F�N�V���V�K�R�X�O�G���E�H���P�D�G�H���S�D�\�D�E�O�H���W�R��	������� ������� with 
�W�K�H���G�H�V�L�J�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���³�)�L�U�H�Z�R�U�N�V�´���L�Q���W�K�H���P�H�P�R���O�L�Q�H�����)�X�Q�G�V���Z�L�O�O���U�H�P�D�L�Q���L�Q��
�W�K�L�V���V�H�S�D�U�D�W�H���D�F�F�R�X�Q�W�����D�Q�G���D�Q�\���H�[�F�H�V�V���I�X�Q�G�V���L�Q���W�K�H���D�F�F�R�X�Q�W���Z�L�O�O���E�H���K�H�O�G��
�R�Y�H�U���W�R���W�K�H���Q�H�[�W���,�Q�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�F�H���'�D�\���V�K�R�Z�����<�R�X���F�D�Q���G�R�Q�D�W�H���D�V���O�L�W�W�O�H���R�U���D�V��
�P�X�F�K���D�V���\�R�X���Z�D�Q�W�����D�Q�G���G�R�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I�������������R�U���P�R�U�H���Z�L�O�O���E�H���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G���R�Q��
�D���E�D�Q�Q�H�U���W�K�D�W���Z�L�O�O���E�H���G�L�V�S�O�D�\�H�G���D�W���W�K�H���V�K�R�Z�����/�H�W�¶�V���P�D�N�H���K�L�V�W�R�U�\���W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U����
Brodhead! Any questions can be directed to Kody Menehan, Cody Gad-
ow or Casey Jones.
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District 8 AA locations
Tuesdays: Congregational UCC, E201 23rd Street, Brodhead, 7 p.m.; 

handicap access, closed meeting.
Thursdays: Congregational UCC, E201 23rd Street, Brodhead, 7 p.m.; 

handicap access, closed meeting.
Fridays: Promises Group, Orfordville Lutheran, 210 Main Street, 7 p.m.; 

handicap access, closed meeting. 
Any questions call 608-751-5684 or visit www.rockcoaa.net.

Local & Area Services

By Sarah Carpenter, 
Outreach Librarian
By Laura Roth,
Children’s Librarian

WHOLESALE & RETAIL LIMESTONE
3/4”, 1 1/2”, 3” Breaker Rock

608-87 9-2623 • 608-289-2891(Cell)

Ryan Farm 
Quarries

608-879-4089

CONSIGNY LAW FIRM, S.C.

Mark Schroeder Mike Faust

Brodhead Location
1030 1st Center Avenue

608-897-2116

Web site
http://www.janesvillelaw.com

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
A limited Liability Organization

Mark Kopp

Joseph K. Murphy, D.C.
Serving the Brodhead Area Since 1984

• Sports Injuries
• Work & Auto Injuries
• Chronic Pain
• Preventative Care

608-897-2136
2504 1st Center Avenue
Brodhead, WI 53520
Most Insurances Accepted

6 Repairing heavy trucks, tractors & all Ag equipment
6 Detroit Diesel & Cummins Electronic Diagnostics                                                                                                                            
6 Aftermarket parts for all Ag equipment 
6 Clutches, Engine Kits, Steering parts, Water Pumps & More!

MARTIN
TRUCK & TRACTOR LLC

Brodhead, WI  608-897-6445
Custo

m 

Hydrau
lic 

Hoses
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& Grea
se!

Offering mobile 
service on your farm!

✔ Income tax planning & preparation
✔ Auditing

✔ Bookkeeping
✔ Payroll Services

608-325-5035
Monroe

815-235-3157
Freeport

Appointments Available in Brodhead & Durand

6 Repairing heavy trucks, tractors & all Ag equipment
6 Detroit Diesel & Cummins Electronic Diagnostics                                                                                                                            
6 Aftermarket parts for all Ag equipment 
6 Clutches, Engine Kits, Steering parts, Water Pumps & More!

MARTIN
TRUCK & TRACTOR LLC

Brodhead, WI  608-897-6445
Custo
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Hoses
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ils 

& Grea
se!

Offering mobile 
service on your farm!

Dr. Dan Branson DDS
702 23rd St. • Brodhead, WI 53520

608-897-8645
dentist.brodhead@outlook.com • www.brodheaddental.com

Mon, Tues & Wed 8 am-5 pm • Thurs 8 am-3 pm

Southern Wisconsin Monuments

608-897-2484
http://www.southernwisconsinmonuments.com

608-897-4700 • Brodhead608-897-4700 • Brodhead
For professional oil or gas burner service call us.

New Installation, Service & Repairs
We service all makes and models of furnaces & air conditioners!

HEATING AND COOLING
OLINOLIN

The books at this week’s Pre-
school Story Time at Albertson Me-
morial Library focused on diggers: 
Dazzling Diggers (by Mitton), Phoe-
be and Digger (Springstuff), I am a 
Backhoe (by Hines) and Diggerman 
(by Zimmerman). The youngsters 
had a great time pretending to be 
dirt-movers, practicing their scoop-
ing and pushing. Some of the stories 
even worked through issues related 
to having newborn siblings! The 
kiddos each picked out a toy digger 
and first ran thir machinery over 
the lines forming the first letter of 
their name. Add some brown paint 
inside the Ziploc and presto! Dirt to 
move around (with no mess!). Then 
everyone went to the big table, cov-
ered with paper and ran their digger 
through paint puddles. Around and 
around the table pushing ‘dirt!’ In 
the end, everyone took their equip-
ment to the ‘car wash’ to get cleaned 
up. What a fun time!

March has an extra Tuesday this 
year, so next week, Story Time isn’t 
following any specific theme, but 
will feature books about monsters: 
Where the wild things are (by Sen-
dak), The Great Monster Hunt (by 
Landa), There’s an Alligator Under 
My Bed (by Mayer) and Stars Be-
neath Your Bed (by Sayer). The craft 
for the day will be a folded paint 
print that will become a (friendly!) 
monster, complete with googly 
eyes.

Albertson Memorial Library’s 
Preschool Story Time meets Tues-
days during the school year at 10 
a.m. There’s plenty of room for more 
new friends and we’d love to meet 
you. Won’t you join us? 

HOP ON THE 
BANDWAGON!

Give us a call at
608-897-4797

for more information.
After  hours, leave a 

message and weʻll give you 
a call back.



April 1, 2026 Brodhead Free Press 		          Page 7 

FREE PRESS CLASSIFIEDS

Advertising Deadline:
Friday at Noon

FREE PRESS CLASSIFIEDS

Haile Tree Service, aerial bucket, 
stump grinding. Licensed and 
insured. Call 608-879-9014.        (tf) 

Services

JACK OF ALL TRADES.US
Handyman. Tree trimming, painting, 
snow removal, cleaning—yard—
gutters—carpets. Honey-do-list, 
repairs. Call 608-897-2410.           (tf)

Notice Rotary 
Botanical 
Gardens 

Announces 
Exciting 
Year of 

Nature, Art, 
and Family 
Learning 

Experiences
Families are invited to explore, 

create, and discover together at Ro-
tary Botanical Gardens as the Edu-
cation Department unveils a full 
calendar of engaging children and 
family programs designed to spark 
curiosity and connection through 
nature, art, and hands-on learning.

New this year is  Once Upon 
a Garden,  an imaginative early-
learning series for children and 
their grown-ups that blends sto-
rytelling, movement, and creative 
activities inspired by the natural 
world. Young participants will listen 
to engaging stories and bring them 
to life through play and art in the 
Gardens.

Families can also enjoy the return 
of Story n’ Stroll, combining literacy 
and outdoor exploration, and  Me 
and My Big Classes,  a special 
intergenerational series where 
children and their adults create 
side-by-side. Offerings include a 
butterfly tagging demonstration, 
ceramics projects with both large 
and small pieces, and collaborative 
paint-and-pour art experiences.

Seasonal highlights include:
•Earth Day Celebration—Sun-

day, April 26: A day of hands-on 
environmental learning, crafts, and 
community partners focused on 
caring for our planet.

•Story Walk Kickoff—Wednes-
day, June 24: Featuring this year’s 
garden story, Millie Fleur’s Poison 
Garden, families can stroll the paths 
while reading together in a beautiful 
outdoor setting.

•Summer Art Camp (Ages six–
12): Multi-day creative camps filled 
with art, nature inspiration, and 
garden exploration.

•Summer Water Adventure Day 
(Ages nine–12): A science-focused 
adventure exploring water ecosys-
tems and outdoor discovery.

•Garden Explorers Program for 
Community Organizations: Field 
trip experiences designed for youth 
groups and agencies, blending sci-
ence, nature, and creativity.

•Curiosity Camp: A Hands-On 
STEAM Summer Series: Interactive 
sessions for various ages exploring 
bubbles, plants, light and shadow, 
butterflies, and more through fun 
experiments and projects.

“These programs are designed 
to bring families together while en-
couraging kids to explore the world 
around them,” said Kim Lewis, Ed-
ucation Specialist at Rotary Botani-
cal Gardens. “We want every child 
to leave feeling creative, confident, 
and connected to nature.”

For more information or to reg-
ister, visit  rotarybotanicalgardens.
org/events. 

Amish Community
LOCAL BUSINESSES

Detweiler
& Kauffman

Handcrafted Amish Furniture

Bedroom Sets • Dining Sets • Hutches
Rolltop Desks • Entertainment Centers

Computer Center • Glider Rockers
Lawn Furniture • AND MORE

Custom work - Kitchens, Baths & Built-Ins
W282 Atkinson Rd. • Albany

608-897-8787
OPEN Mon-Sat

9 a.m.-4 p.m.
We accept

Visa, Mastercard
& Discover

Great Buys on Name Brands
Stop in and check us out!

OPEN: Tuesday-Friday 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Saturday 8:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.• Sunday & Monday CLOSED

W363 Atkinson Rd. • Albany, WI 53502
608-897-2867

BENT & DENT GROCERY
Countryside

Custom Built Vinyl Windows
1928 N. Old 92

Evansville, WI 53536
608-882-2743

Where Quality Comes First!

Call Now for
a FREE
Estimate!

Locally Made!

Slider • Patio Doors 
Picture • Double Hung 

Awning • Bay • Casement

Pets

For Sale 2 Chihuahua puppies, 
9 weeks old, $250 each, call 608-
295-0754.                             (04/01) 

AGENDA
BRODHEAD SCHOOL DISTRICT

Finance Committee Meeting
Wednesday, April 8, 2026

2501 W. 5th Avenue, Brodhead, WI
6:30 p.m.

AGENDA
I. REVIEW BILLS
II. REVIEW BUDGET UPDATE
III. ADJOURN

04/01/2026

AGENDA
BRODHEAD SCHOOL DISTRICT

REGULAR SCHOOL BOARD MEETING
Wednesday, April 8, 2026

DISTRICT OFFICE BOARD ROOM
2501 W. 5th Avenue, Brodhead, WI

7:00 p.m.
This meeting is a meeting of the Board 
of Education in public for the purpose 
of conducting the School District’s 
business and is not to be considered a 
public community meeting. There is a 
time for public participation during the 
meeting as indicated in the agenda.

JOIN WITH GOOGLE MEET:
https://meet.google.com/

oiv-jiji-thn
JOIN BY TELEPHONE:

+1 727-325-2066
(PIN: 996403637)

I. CALL TO ORDER
II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
III. ROLL CALL
IV. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
V. INFORMATION REPORTS
VI. PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD
AGENDA
VII. CONSENT AGENDA
 1. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES
 2. APPROVAL OF BILLS
 3. ACCEPT DONATION(S)
 4. RESIGNATION(S)
 5. EMPLOYMENT
   RECOMMENDATION(S)
VIII.  CONSIDERATION TO APPROVE
  REQUEST FROM BRODHEAD
  POLICE DEPARTMENT TO USE
  THE CARDINAL GRAPHIC ON
  SQUAD VEHICLES
IX.  MIDDLE SCHOOL PROGRAM
  PRESENTATION
X.  CONSIDERATION OF CHANGES
  TO THE DISTRICT HEALTH PLAN
XI.  1ST READING OF NEW MISSION
  STATEMENT AND VISION 
  STATEMENT
XII.  ELEMENTARY SCHOOL STAFFING
  FOR 2026-27
XIII.  APPROVAL OF STUDENT
  HANDBOOKS
XIV. APPROVAL OF POLICY UPDATE
  https://go.boarddocs.com/wi/
  brodhead/Board.nsf/gotto?open&id=
  D2NHQ49005B
XV.  CONSIDERATION TO APPROVE
  THE REQUEST TO HIRE A 
  VARSITY GIRLS WRESTLING
  COACH
XVI. FUTURE AGENDA
XVII. ROLL CALL VOTE TO CONVENE
  IN CLOSED SESSION PURSUANT
  TO WI. STS. 19.85 (1)(e)
  a. Consideration of Staff
  Resignation and Potential Waiver of
  Contractual Obligations
  b. Teacher Negotiations
XVIII. ACTION ON CLOSED SESSION
  ITEMS
XIX. ADJOURNMENT
Persons needing special accommodations 

should call (608) 897-2141 at least 
twenty-four [24] hours prior to the meeting. 

04/01/2026

Notice

SCHOOL DISTRICT OF JUDA
Regular School Board Meeting

April 8, 2026, 7:00 p.m.
Juda School Den (Old Library)

N2385 Spring St.
This meeting is a meeting of the Board 
of Education in public for the purpose 
of conducting the School District’s 
business and is not considered a 
public hearing. There may be a time for 
public comment during the meeting as 
indicated in the agenda.

The curriculum committee will meet 
at 6 p.m. in the Den, and the finance 

committee will meet at
6:30 p.m. in the Den.

AGENDA
I. Call to Order by President Pfingsten
II. Roll Call
 Dennis Pfingsten 
 Pat Daniels Jen Brooks
 Eric Munz Kendra Sullivan
 Jessica Matzke Rustin Whitney
III. Pledge of Allegiance
IV. Proof of Notice
V. Acceptance of Agenda
VI. Open Forum
VII. Consent Agenda—Consent agenda 
 items will be approved in one motion: 
 however, any Board member may 
 ask that any individual item be acted 
 on separately.
 1. Approval of the minutes of the 
  regular board meeting held on 
  March 11, 2026 and special 
  board meeting minutes held on 
  March 9, 2026
 2. Treasurer and Financial reports 
  (Action)
 3. Approval of Contracts (Action) 
   •Teacher Contracts
 4. Resignations/Retirement (Action)
 5. Donations (Action)
VIII. Reports
  1. School Staff/Student Report
   •4K and Advanced Leaners
  2. School Board President’s Report
   •Board Elections
   •Legislative Updates
   •Board member recognition
   •Scholarship Committee
  3. Administrator Report
   •Staffing Updates
   •Strategic Plan
   •Review of events/
   Upcoming events
   •Recreation Department 
   Update
   •Other updates as necessary
IX.  Referendum Updates
X.  Curriculum: Discussion/Action
   •Science curriculum—5th-8th
   grade
   •Review of High School
   Curriculum
XI.  Salary and Benefits/Handbooks: 
  Discussion/Action
XII.  Out of State/Overnight Field Trips:
  Discussion/Action
XIII. Five Minute Recess
XIV. Adjourn into Executive Session 
 according to Wis. State Statutes 
 19.85 (1) (c) (f)
  a. Review Administrator Contract
XV. Reconvene into open session and 
 take appropriate action as necessary
XVI. Future board agenda items and 
  meetings: (discussion/action)
  May 13, 2026
XVII. Adjournment
 04/01/26

Moores Cemetery Annual 
Meeting

The Moores Cemetery annual 
meeting will be held Monday, April 
13, 7:00 pm, at the home of George 
Crooks, County Road F in Brodhead 
WI.

Around the Town…1961

Drivers Draw Brodhead Fines
	 BRODHEAD—The following cases were heard 
recently before Justice Martin Hutzel:
	 Curtis A. Relph, 63, Brodhead, $10 and costs for 
operating without a valid driver’s license.
	 Darrel A. Schultz, 33, Arcadia, forfeited $20 bond 
for inattentive driving.
	 Leon J. Burris, Rte. 2, Evansville, operating 
vehicle without sufficient lights, $10 and costs.
	 Norman Dammen, 52, Brodhead, $10 and costs 
for disorderly conduct.

	 Eddie O. St. John, 58, Madison, former Brodhead 
resident, died this week. Burial was in Roselawn 
Memorial Park, Madison, Thursday.
	 Fourteen members of the Decatur Lake Country 
Club Auxiliary played golf at Lena, Illinois. Tuesday. 
Selma Knight, Vivian Bjork, Pauline Fjelstad, Joanne 
Saunders, Fannie Ties, Gerry Dedrick and Daisy Parker 
were winners. Bridge winners were Fern Stephens and 
Vi Bernstein; Mattie Earlywine and Nellie Roderick 
were winners in “500.”
	 Mr. and Mrs. Lowell Ringen returned from a 
vacation at Chetek Lake, at the Dorothy Sveom cottage. 
Also guests were Messrs. And Mmes. Cliffard Hawkins, 
Dirk Sveom and family. The Ringens also visited Mr. 
and Mrs. Roland Rockwell, former Brodhead residents, 
at Barron.
	 D. L. White attended the annual convention and 
seminar of the international Chiropractors Association 
at Davenport, Iowa, the past week. He is a member of 
the board of directors.
	 Dicky Wraight, Speedway City, Indiana, and 
Claude Lardinois, Janesville are spending two weeks at 
the home of Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Wraight.
	 Messrs. And Mmes. Edward Sova, Oswego, New 
York, are guests at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Edward 
Sova, Jr.
	 Mr. and Mrs. John Lederman and Mrs. Vernis 
Pierce have returned from a visit to the Donald Utzig 
and Ray Kinzinger homes at Appleton.

Know What’s Cool?

Buying and selling through 
your local classifi eds. 
Call 897-4797 today.



Brodhead Free PressPage 8 March 25, 2026

By Sarah Carpenter, 
Outreach Librarian
By Cindy Clint,
Outreach Coordinator

Rotary Botanical Gardens 
Hosts Earth Day Celebration 

on April 26
Family-Friendly Event Features Zoozort Live Animal Program, Local 

Conservation Groups, Hands-On Activities, Food Trucks, and Artisan Ven-
dors

Rotary Botanical Gardens invites the community to celebrate Earth Day 
with a family-friendly event on Sunday, April 26, 2026, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
This free event will take place throughout the Gardens and will feature inter-
active exhibits, local environmental organizations, food trucks, artisan ven-
dors, and educational activities focused on sustainability and conservation.

Admission to Earth Day at the Gardens is free, with regular garden admis-
sion waived for all attendees. Guests may also choose to purchase advance 
tickets for the Zoozort Live Animal Program, an engaging indoor experience 
that introduces audiences to exotic wildlife through up-close, educational 
presentations.

Zoozort tickets are $5 per person, with children under two admitted free. 
Tickets must be purchased online in advance; no tickets will be sold at the 
door. Seating is limited to 200 people per show, and tickets are expected to 
sell out.

Zoozort showtimes include: 11 a.m.; 12:30 p.m.; 2 p.m.
Event Highlights Include:
•Interactive booths and activities hosted by local environmental organi-

zations
•Hands-on crafts and educational experiences for children and families
•Zoozort Live Animal Program (ticketed add-on)
•Food trucks offering a variety of options
•Artisan and small business vendors
“Our Earth Day celebration is designed to be engaging and accessible for 

everyone,” said Laura Kenyon, Marketing and Public Relations Manager at 
Rotary Botanical Gardens. “By bringing together local partners, hands-on 
activities, and educational experiences, we hope to inspire people to take 
meaningful steps toward sustainability.”

Participating Organizations and Vendors
Attendees will have the opportunity to connect with local environmental 

groups, sustainability advocates, and community organizations, including:
Organizations and Exhibitors—Bartlett Tree Experts, Citizens Climate 

Lobby, Rock County Health Department, Protecting Wisconsin Waterways, 
Rock County Beekeepers, City of Janesville Recreation Department, Rock 
Prairie Master Gardeners Association, Basics Co-op, Rock County Ice Age 
Alliance, Welty Environmental Center, Janesville Urban Forest Alliance, 
Greenlight E Recycling,  Rock County Conservationists, All Energy Solar, 
Dawn Harvest Solar Energy, DNR, City of Janesville Recycling Program, Sal-
vation Army, Kiwanis, Lions Club, Office Pro, URTF.

Food Trucks—RMN Donuts (Chris Anich), The Wok This Way (Alissa 
Lange), Taqueria Don Regino (Mireya Valadez), JD’s Lunch Box (John Toles), 
Buzz Moment (Dalton Campbell), Boba House (Hannah Jane Kellogg)

Artisan and Small Business Vendors—Restoration Candle Company 
(Chloe Oestrich), The Teacher Truck (Megan Austin), Judy’s Art Company 
(Judy Hatlen)
Sponsors Making a Difference

This year’s Earth Day celebration is proudly supported by Bartlett Tree 
Experts, whose support helps make this free community event possible. Ro-
tary Botanical Gardens is grateful for their commitment to environmental 
stewardship and community investment.

This event is open to all ages. Visitors are encouraged to bring reusable 
water bottles and eco-friendly shopping bags to support sustainability ef-
forts. 

Here’s a look at what’s taking 
place this April at the Albertson Me-
morial Library:

Hop on over for an egg-citing 
Easter crafting opportunity where 
we will create stylish ‘Decoup-
age Eggs’ at Diane’s Craft Night on 
Wednesday, April 1st at 6:30 p.m. 
Please note that this craft may only 
be available for the in-person gath-
ering. 

Every Tuesday at 10 a.m., gather 
with us for Preschool Storytime led 
by our Children’s Programming 
Specialist, Miss Laura. Each week, 
we’ll explore captivating tales that 
highlight:

•Princesses and family
•Canines and felines
•Animals and nature
•Things that go
Additionally, on months with a 

fifth Tuesday, we’ll introduce a spe-
cial bonus theme! Come and enjoy 
a delightful mix of stories and crafts.

The Albany Joint Library Board 
meeting is scheduled to take place, 
at the library, on Tuesday, April 7th 
at 6:30 p.m. This meeting is open to 
the public. The agenda will be avail-
able on our website and posted at 
the library the Friday prior to the 

meeting. Join us to discover the li-
brary’s future plans!

It’s back and “bread-er” than 
ever! The Albertson Memorial Li-
brary proudly presents the return 
of the Sourdough Bread Workshop 
on Saturday, April 11th at 10 a.m. We 
will provide instruction, sourdough 
starter, a list of terminology, reci-
pes, and recipe samples. You should 
bring your curiosity, questions, and 
a jar to take home some starter. 
SPECIAL BONUS ALERT! All at-
tendees have a shot at snagging a 
fabulous door prize!

Embark on an extraordinary 
journey in our Dungeons and Drag-
ons campaign, “Shadows of the 
Infinite Staircase,” taking place on 
Saturdays: April 11th and 25th at 4 
p.m.! Immerse yourself in a thrilling 
adventure as you assist the Guild-
master in lifting a shadowy curse 
from the mystical staircase. Jump 
in anytime—no need for a magical 
portal! If you missed the character 
creation party, give us a shout to ar-
rive early and get your hero ready. 
This campaign is ideal for adventur-
ers aged 15 and older. On the fence? 
Curious about the chaos and cama-
raderie? Check out our Facebook 
and Instagram pages for thrilling 
recaps of past sessions!

Be a part of the artistic mayhem 
with the Creative Capers on Friday, 
April 17th at 6 p.m. Bring along your 
favorite craft and connect with fel-
low community members. 

Join the Sugar River Writers on 
Thursday, April 23rd at 6:30 p.m. 
Write and draw inspiration from fel-
low members of the community! All 
skill levels are welcome.

The Friends of the Albertson 
Memorial Library proudly present: 
Wisconsin author Patricia McCon-
nell. Patricia will be discussing her 
new mystery novel, Away to Me, on 
Saturday, April 25th at 1 p.m. Away 
to Me is a novel about Maddie Mc-
Gowan, an animal behaviorist and 
sheepdog trainer living on a Wis-
consin farm. After Maddie’s mentor 
is killed, she investigates, uncover-
ing a sinister plot while rehabilitat-
ing an injured and wary rescued 
German Shepherd. Books will be 
available for purchase and auto-
graph. Accepted payment methods 
will be debit or credit cards.

Join All Booked Up in a discus-
sion of Nothing to See Here by Kev-
in Wilson on Monday, April 27th at 
6:30 p.m. Nothing to See Here is a 
moving and hilarious novel about 
a woman who finds meaning in her 
life when she begins caring for two 
children with a remarkable ability.

Please follow us on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/Alb-
ertsonMemorialLibrary, Instagram 
https://www.instagram.com/al-
bertsonmemoriallibrary or check 
out our calendar of events on our 
website at https://www.albertson-
library.org for additional informa-
tion.

Will be closing 
at Noon on 

Friday, April 3rd
in observance of 

Good Friday.

FREE PRESS
FREE PRESS

Saturday Mornings at the 
Durand Library

Railroad Talk to be Rescheduled
Submitted by Barbara Flores, President, 
Friends of the Durand Library

We are very sorry we had to cancel the railroad presentation scheduled 
for March 24.  The speaker lives in Bloomington, a nearly three hour drive 
from Durand. His daughter had been hospitalized and he did not want to 
leave her. This program will be rescheduled sometime in the future and we 
hope that no one was inconvenienced by this change.

Book Give Away Week of March 30
Normally a lending library like the volunteer driven Durand Library 

lends books to patrons.  But after three fun years of “running” the library, 
the Friends of the Durand Library have accumulated many books that we 
need to give away. 

How does this happen? When the school library weeded their nonfiction 
shelves a year or so ago book lovers like us picked up many of those books 
for which we had no space.  The original Village Library collection also was 
weeded and this added to the mix.   And generous folks donated boxes of 
books to the library. Some of those were duplicates, or craft books and how 
to books which don’t fit our fiction collection. Many of the donated nonfic-
tion books are beautiful books and as good as new. 

The books will be spread out on tables, easy to view during the spring 
school break during our regular hours – Tuesdays 6-8pm and Saturdays 
9am-Noon. We also plan to be open Thursday, April 2, from 1-3 pm. 

These are all adult level reading but bring the kids along as they can enjoy 
reading books from the elementary collection while you shop.

So, please come by and take a look.  We promise there will be something 
that catches your eye!

For any questions or more information email villagelibrary@cusd322 or 
call 815-289-8602. 

Juda Zion Community Church 
Cantata

The choir of the Juda Zion Community Church will present the cantata 
“The Borrowed Tomb” on Palm Sunday, March 29 and on Good Friday, 
April 3. Both performances are at 1:30 p.m. This cantata was created by Steve 
Moore and David T. Clydesdale. It tells the story of Christ’s death and resur-
rection from the perspective of two members of the Sanhedrin, Nicodemus 
and Joseph of Arimathea. We witness their struggle of faith and belief as they 
interact with each other, members of the Sanhedrin, Mary Magdalene, and 
Jesus. The cantata is directed by Shelly Jordan. 

Those participating in the performances are:
Cast members: Steve Anderson, Kathy Broger, Sara Carr, Irv Case, Sharon 

Creuzer, Julie Davis, JoAnn Eberle, Jake Hoesly, Joyce Hoesly, Peg Jordan, 
Judy Kaderly, Rudy Kaderly, Jaelyn Kainz, Laurie Martenson, Debbie Ma-
son, Jason McQueary, Kristi Meck, Grace Peterson, Brooklynne Ramirez, 
Nicole Ramirez, Graelyn Ruter, Jordon Ruter, Stacy Ruter, Carrie Schwartz, 
Bob Severson, Ryan Schmitt, Kim Shields, Carrie Soddy, Cashtin Soddy, 
Cullin Soddy, Justin Soddy, Koltin Soddy, Lily Williams, Caleb Woodward, 
Lucas Woodward, and Pastor Mark Woodward.

Crew: Eileen Daniels, Bill Jahn, Joe Kaderly, Kalvin Kaderly, Brian Matz-
ke, Hazel Matzke, Peggy Matzke, Monica Ramirez. 

Following the performances a time of refreshment and fellowship will be 
held in the church Fellowship Hall. Both performances are free and open to 
the public. 

Zion Church is located at N2350 Church Street, Juda. 
Pictured: Jason McQueary and Jaelyn Kainz

Local Entreprenuer 
Reveals Secrets to making 

money from Home                
(continued on page 9)


