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Allie Dahl led the Cardinal girls’ basketball team,
with 18 points, four from beyond the arc, in a non-
conference match against Cambridge last Tuesday.
They won against the New Glarus Knights on Friday.
This week, they play at Edgerton on Tuesday for
their conference opener. (Free Press photo by Teresa
Earleywine)
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Family Promise of Green
County expands program

By Rick Gleason,
Executive Director,
Family Promise of Green
County

Family Promise of Green County
provides emergency housing servic-
es and other critical needs for Green
County families and individuals
facing homelessness or who have
become homeless. This organiza-
tion began in the early spring of 2011
when a book study group at Monroe
United Methodist Church explored
poverty in our Green County com-
munity and discovered a need for
further action. This group, led by
Robert (Bob) and Cheryl Beck, Ar-
thur and Barbara Bartsch, and oth-
ers, with boots on the ground, took
this mission seriously and began
to explore ways to address a grow-
ing need. Bob Beck reached out to
the Family Promise National Office,
and by the late spring of 2011, Fam-
ily Promise of Green County was
officially a 501 (c) (3) nonprofit or-
ganization created to serve our local
families in need.

This group of people moved
from the study room in the church
to the streets of our communities
and brought churches and commu-
nity organizations together to turn
an idea into reality. This group grew
to more than 30 local churches, or-
ganizations, and civic groups that
were on a mission. Grace Lutheran
Church in Monroe graciously pro-
vided their vacant parsonage to be
the first home for Family Promise of
Green County.

Fast forward to 2019, by this
time, Family Promise had outgrown
its location in the parsonage and
began to explore options for ex-
pansion. Greg and Penny Fedders
had offered a property to Family
Promise, and by October of 2019,
they had closed on their first prop-
erty. This was an upper and lower
duplex, which allowed the organi-
zation to operate with offices and
emergency shelter services in the
lower level while creating a transi-
tional housing program in the up-
per apartment and continuing their
partnership with approximately 30
local churches, which provided for
their rotational shelter program.

In 2020, with the COVID pan-
demic, the program changed, and
the emergency shelter was brought
into the main building and even-
tually became a static site shelter
housed in the lower level of the du-
plex. As homelessness continued
to grow in Green County, so did the
need for more space to allow the or-
ganization to serve more families at
one time. The organization began to
explore the addition of a small four-
plex housing unit onto their current
building and moved forward with
renderings and discussions with the
city of Monroe Zoning. With a plan

DICK’S REPAIR

2307 1st Center Avenue * Brodhead, WI * 608- 897-2355

We service all makes and models. Pick up and delivery available!!
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Stop in TODAY to see our wide selection
of Chainsaws & Snowblowers!

to move forward and begin con-
struction in 2025, something unex-
pected happened. Something that
no one saw coming.

In January of 2025, a local busi-
ness owner by the name of Jody
Neuenschwander-Hauser reached
out to Family Promise of Green
County with a gift that would serve
Green County in a way no one
could have even imagined. Jody
and her mother (Donna Severson)
had owned and operated Grace-
land Manor Assisted Living on West
17th Street in Monroe for more than
30 years. A dream that Jody and
her mother had built and grown
out of their love for serving people
in Green County. Jody had lost her
mother and continued to operate
this facility on her own, and in 2025,
she had decided that she was ready
to retire. She reached out to Fam-
ily Promise to ask if we would be
interested in purchasing the prop-
erty to expand our program. Fam-
ily Promise Director, Rick Gleason,
had worked with Jody in the past,
and she knew this would be a pro-
gram that would use the property
to continue to serve the people of
Green County. Jody told Rick that
she had multiple corporate groups
trying to buy her CBRF property
from her, even before she had de-
cided to retire, but Jody said, “Mom
and I built this place to serve the
people of Green County, and I do
not want to sell to any outside cor-
porate people. I want this property
to continue to serve Green County
families, and I know Family Prom-
ise will make that happen.” Family
Promise purchased the Graceland
Manor property on October 1, 2025,
and Jody officially retired.

The generosity of Jody cannot go
unnoticed in this community. Jody
could have received a much greater
offer for her property by selling out
to corporate realtors, but her heart
has always been focused on serv-
ing the people of Green County,
and that makes her a community
hero in my book. What Jody gave
Green County was a huge gift. First,
it allowed Family Promise of Green
County the opportunity to increase
staffing and triple the number
of families we could serve at one
time. Our previous property, locat-
ed along Highway 69 South, would
become our new Affordable Hous-
ing program, but it doesn't end
there. The Graceland Manor prop-
erty consists of two CBRF buildings,
each 4,700 sq. ft. Family Promise is
utilizing one building for their own
program, and the second building
is being leased to the Green County
Homeless Shelter and Warming/
Cooling Center. Officially “FIELDS
of Green County” (Fostering Inde-
pendence, Empowerment, Lasting
Dignity, and Stability). The Green
County Shelter program has been a
topic of discussion for many years;
however, finding the right building
has been a challenge until now. This
winter, Green County residents will
have a safe, warm place available to
them with services and resources
to help them work toward inde-
pendent housing and stability. Dan
Williams, Director of Green County
Human Services, has been working
long hours to create this program,
and it is scheduled to open in early
December 2025. For more informa-

tion, you can visit their Facebook
page, “Green County Homeless
Shelter,” or visit their Green County
Human Services website, go to Eco-
nomic Support, and then click on
the Shelter link. There is a need for
volunteers who would be interested
in assisting with staffing, meals, and
items needed to supply the shelter,
as well as financial donations to
support the program. All the details
can be found on their website.

To Jody Neuenschwander-Haus-
er, Green County is beyond grateful
to you for your commitment to the
community and your generosity.
May your retirement be as wonder-
ful as you are, and for the entire
Green County Community, I say
thank you for such an amazing gift!

Saturday
Mornings at
the Durand

Library

Toys and Books Galore for

Young Visitors
Submitted by Barbara
Flores, President, Friends
of the Durand Library

Are you expecting young guests
at your home this Thanksgiving
weekend? Please know that the li-
brary offers books as well as toys
and games to check out and share
with them. Nephews and nieces,
grandchildren and great grandchil-
dren will love snuggling with a fam-
ily member and hearing a story read
to them.

Through a collaboration with the
school, the Friends of the Durand
Library maintains public hours so
that residents of the school district
can check out children’s as well as
adult books.

The elementary section of the
library is just huge ranging from
board books to all reading levels for
children. There are terrific nonfic-
tion books, which are full of infor-
mation on so many topics which are
fascinating to children: animals, na-
ture, farms, trains and much more.
Many adults will find themselves
pleased to learn themselves as they
share these books with their young
guests. And, of course, there are de-
lightful fiction and fun books for ev-
ery age group, from old favorites to
the newest children’s literature.

In addition to books, there are
several STEM quality games avail-
able for checkout from simple
building and stacking toys to ones
such as the spirograph, which re-
quires a battery and challenges the
adult as well as the child.

The volunteers at the Durand
Library urge you to take advantage
of the array of material for children.
Sharing a book with a child by read-
ing to them (or letting them read to
you!) increases children’s skills and
interest in learning. And, of course,
when your little guests go home,
you can simply return the material.

During the Thanksgiving week-
end the library will have regular
public hours Saturday morning,
November 29 from 9 a.m. to noon.
Entry to the library is at the east,
or playground, end of the building.
Just follow the signs along the wide
paved walkway. Hours are 9 a.m.—
noon Saturdays and 6-8 p.m. Tues-
day evenings.

Email villagelibrary@cusd322.
org, call 815-289-8602 and visit us
on FB/durandvillagelibrary:.
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Connect
Green County
announces
Third Annual
Ugly Sweater
Holiday Party

Connect Green County will host
its 3rd Annual Ugly Sweater Holi-
day Party on Thursday, December
18, at the Monroe Golf Club, 2205
21st Street in Monroe, Wisconsin.
The event runs from 4 to 8 p.m. and
is free for all attendees. Guests will
also receive a complimentary raffle
entry and one drink ticket.

Connect Green County is a net-
working group created to bring
together local professionals, com-
munity members, and newcomers
who want to build relationships and
get more connected in Green Coun-
ty. The group hosts casual events
throughout the year to help people
meet one another, share ideas, and
engage in the community.

“The Ugly Sweater Party has be-
come one of our favorite traditions,”
said Michelle Prien, Connect Green
County Board President. “It's a
simple, fun way for folks to unwind,
make new connections, and enjoy
the holiday season together.”

Attendees are encouraged to wear
their most festive or outrageous holi-
day sweaters and join in for an eve-
ning of relaxed conversation, light
activities, and seasonal cheer.

For more information, contact
Olivia Otte at 608-328-9452 or
gcdc@greencountydevelopment.
com, or check out the Connect
Green County Facebook page for
updates.

St. Peter
thanks
community
for coming to
our annual

L
dinner

By Pastor Tyler Swiderski

Another year, another Thanks-
giving Dinner in the books! St. Pe-
ter Lutheran Church was honored
to present its 44th annual dinner
on Monday, November 10th. As al-
ways, it was a wonderful group ef-
fort, and we are incredibly grateful
for everyone involved in making it
happen. Thank you to those of you
who prepared and served the food,
and thank you to everyone who at-
tended and made this dinner such
a joy to host! In all, we were able to
raise $500 for Brodhead’s own EMS
and another $500 for Christian Aid
and Relief, our synod’s organization
for providing disaster relief and hu-
manitarian aid all around the world.
Special thanks also go out to Thri-
vent Financial, Texas Roadhouse,
Ten Eyck Apple Orchard, and Justin
and his associates at Piggly Wiggly
for their generous contributions to
our meal. Of course, we invite you
to come back Wednesday, Novem-
ber 26th, too, when we will be gath-
ering for our annual Thanksgiving
Eve worship service at 7 p.m.! And
with all that being said, what a joy
it is to be a part of such a wonder-
ful community! From all of us at St.
Peter, have a blessed Thanksgiving!
Pictured to the right:
Pastor Swiderski, Joyce
Nipple, and Ken Hoesly
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Brodhead BackPacker
Program received almost
entire trailer of food

Submitted by Kirsten
Novy, District
Communication
Specialist, Brodhead
School District

The Battle of Businesses took
place on Saturday, November 15,
from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. at the Brod-
head Piggly Wiggly. The following
businesses or organizations partici-
pated to help collect food donations
to be distributed between White
Gift Food Pantry, Brodhead Family
Promise Community Food Pantry,
and the Brodhead BackPacker Pro-

gram.

Rolli Worx, Newcomer Funeral
Home, Brodhead Family Promise
Community Food Pantry, Back-
packerProgram,JeremyPinnowand
Associates, EXIT Professional Real
Estate, Schlittler Construction, First

Center Floral and Garden, Sugar
River Bank-Brodhead, Optimist
Club, KC Lawn Care, Bank of Brod-
head, Stateline Mental Health, Liv-
ing Word Church, Campbell’s Pig-
gly Wiggly, Bullwinkle’s Coffee and
More, Cove’s Electric, Floors for
Less, Bridges Bar and Grill, Green
County, Pec Valley-Monticel-
lo, Western Rock County ATV
Clubs, The Nurturing Tree Early
Learning Academy, Brodhead Jay-
cees, Kobussen Busses, Hunting-
ton and Sons Plumbing, Brodhead
Dance Academy, Rustic Road Train-
ing, Goecks Concrete, and White
Gift.

In total, 82 shopping carts were
filled with food to donate to our
community. Jeremy Pinnow and
Associates won first place with
nine full shopping carts, EXIT Pro-

Chosen by the Brodhead Middle School eighth-grade team of teachers in
appreciation for hard work, kindness, willingness, and responsibility shown
throughout the first quarter in the classroom and out.

Front row, left to right: Anna W., Molly A., Brielle P, Moria L., William W.,
Oliver M., and Hannah W.; back row: Chesney M., Addi E, Sydney D., Lukah
M., Malachi M., Gunnar O., Mikah B., and Rosalie K. Absent: Emmett B.
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fessional Real Estate took second
place with eight full shopping carts,
and Schlittler Construction and
First Center Floral and Garden tied
for third place with seven full shop-
ping carts of food donations.

Our BackPacker Program re-
ceived almost an entire trailer full of
food that we will use to send home
in our weekly weekend bags as
well as the larger bags that we send
home for Thanksgiving, Christmas,
and Easter breaks. The food donat-

program to save on the cost of that
food, which allows for us to put that
money towards the weekly Piggly
Wiggly vouchers we send home
with the bags, which include fresh
items such as milk, eggs, bread,
veggies, fruit, and ground beef. The
outpouring of donations of food,
money, time and participation in
this event has been amazing and
has made our hearts full with pride
and gratefulness to be a part of such
a wonderful giving community.

ed also allows for the BackPacker

Monday Night Mixed League

11/17—High series: Ryan Flood 699, Ty Powell 656, Robert
Murray 644. High games: R. Flood 269, Zack Hefty 249, R. Murray
247. Broughton’s Bar-high team game 1,049 and series 3,085.
Standings: Broughton’s Bar won 18 lost 9, Beloit Chiropractic 17-
10, Center Tavern 16-11, Fosters Gaming 11-16, Albany Lanes 10-
17, Bartelt 9-18.
Tuesday Shaningans

11/18—High series: Karrie Laws 376, Becky Hanneman 348,
Shi Strommen 337, Dennis Atkinson 554, Dan Eaton 534, Doug
Hawkins 488. High games: K. Laws 139, B. Hanneman 129, Linda
Neuenschwander 128, D. Atkinson 200, Rick Clark 193, D. Eaton
188. Sweet Mini HaHa-high team game 778 and series 2,265.
Standings: Sweet Mini HaHa won 34 lost 15, The Young & The
Restless 32-17, Misfits 32-17, Perfectly Aged 31-18, Greightful
Dead 11-38.
Badger

11/18—High series: Ryan Brugger 698, Ethan Pfueti 666, Rob
Kubesh 654, Don Nieman 629. High games: R. Brugger 268, E.
Pfueti 241, John Elmer 241, R. Kubesh 237. Jim’s Mechanic Shop-
high team game 857 and series 2,408. Standings: Renks won 7 lost
0, Jim’s Mechanic Shop 7-0, Counter Attack 7-0, Decatur Dairy 0-7,
Team 6 0-7, TUGS 0-7.
Wednesday Night Ladies

11/19—High series: Sarah Flood 474, Jessica Holtsapple 438,
Marcie Brugger 421, Amy Golz 421, Brenda Jacobson 417. High
games: S. Flood 192, Barb Larson 159, Jen Cole 158, J. Holtsapple
155, M. Brugger 154, A. Golz 154. Albertson’s-high team game 572
and series 1,593. Standings: General Store won 54 lost 23, Larson
Acres 54-23, Glenn-Ann Ladies 41-36, Albertson’s 31-46, Stables
Bar & Grill 30-47, Crystal’s Team 21-56.
Thursday Afternoon Ladies

11/20—High series: Barb Chapman 410, Laurie Thommen
401, Becky Riese 393. High games: B. Riese 164, B. Chapman
162, Priscilla Kaderly 145. Mikes’ Flooring-high team game 538.
Knutes-high team series 1,435. Standings: Knutes won 60 lost
24, Briggs Heating and AC 58-26, Nolte’s Garage 52-32, Mike’s
Flooring 48-36, Albany Lanes 32-52.
Thursday Night Mixed

11/20—High series: Robert Murray 723, Ryan Flood 703,
Brandon Bayrhoffer 676, Scott Wahler 654. High games: R. Murray
280, TJ Golz 279, R. Flood 255, Josh Fenwick 245. Albany Lanes-
high team game 1,068 and series 3,059. Standings: Golz Electric
won 12 lost 2, Glenn Ann Holsteins 9-5, Albany Lanes 7-7,
Broughton’s Corner Bar 1 7-7, Broughton’s Corner Bar 2 4-10,
Attica Bar 3-11.
Brodhead Juniors

11/22—High series—boys: Casey Johnson 435, Alexander
Ramirez-Vogel 427, Evan Johnson 400, Carter Fenwick 370,
Tristan Modaff 359, Jayse Bennett 308. High games—boys: E.
Johnson 181, A. Ramirez-Vogel 180, C. Johnson 159, J. Bennett
147, T. Modaft 142, C. Fenwick 140. High series—girls: Aubrie
Bartelt 372, Kelsee Brugger 364, Emma Welbig 348, Lilly Johnson
252. High games—girls: K. Brugger 148, E. Welbig 132, A. Bartelt
128, L. Johnson 119.
Brodhead Youth

11/22—High series: Jaxson Brewer 138, Braxton Normington
104, Thorin Perrin 67, Ayla Brugger 173, Amelia Fenwick 112,
Abigail Fenwick 95, Kinslee Brewer 69, Keira Shrader 39. High
games: J. Brewer 79, B. Normington 54, T. Perrin 39, A. Brugger
87, Abigail Fenwick 72, Amelia Fenwick 63, K. Brewer 39, K.
Shrader 22.

Albany Lanes - Scott & Teresa Wahler
212 E. Main Street, Albany ¢ 608-862-3131
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Local & Area Services

Ryan Farm
7 Quarries

608-879-4089 * 608-289-2891(Cell)

WHOLESALE & RETAIL LIMESTONE
3/47,11/2”,3” Breaker Rock

ory

HEATING AND COOLING

New Installation, Service & Repairs
We service all makes and models of furnaces & air conditioners!
For professional oil or gas burner service call us.

608-897-4700 » Brodhead

CONSIGNY LAW FIRM, s.C.
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

A limited Liability Organization
Brodhead Location
1030 1st Center Avenue
608-897-2116

Web site
http://www.janesvillelaw.com

Mark Kopp Mike Faust

Brodhead Dental Clinic

Dr. Dan Branson DDS
702 23rd St. » Brodhead, WI 53520
608-897-8645

dentist.brodhead@outlook.com « www.brodheaddental.com

Mon, Tues & Wed 8 am-5 pm ¢ Thurs 8 am-3 pm

Hydraulic

Connections

Hoses o Fittings « Cylinder Repair

Monday-Friday 7:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
24-hour Services Available
Closed Sunday
18250 W. Hafeman Road, Brodhead ~ 608-676-7673

VINNIESS

AUTIOIBOD)Y

109 S. Wright Street
Orfordville, WI 53576
608-558-2026

Vinnie Nafzger ~ Owner

DOD D/?szfky

Brodhead, WI
SIDING & WINDOWS
*Residential eShingles  eTear Offs
eCommercial eRubber eNew Roofs
eBarns oSteel eLicensed & Insured

608-897-4547 - www.doddroofing.net

South Central Wisconsin Farmers Union Board Members, left to right: Alicia
Gasaway, Sheila Everhart, Olivia Roth, Jonas Moench, John Peck, Mark Doudlah,
Kathy Pennington, Penny Molina. Not pictured: Sue Nelson.

South Central Chapter of Wisconsin Farmers
Union Elects New Leadership Team

The South Central Wisconsin
Farmers Union serving Green,
Lafayette and Rock Counties is a
member-driven organization com-
mitted to enhancing the quality of
life for farmers and rural communi-
ties. SCWFU is a vibrant, engaged
local group that welcomes people
who enjoy and support local food,
farming and maintaining our rural
countryside.

The South Central Chapter of
Wisconsin Farmers Union held its
annual board meeting to elect its
leadership team and envision the
year ahead. The chapter’s leader-
ship team is a strong mix of newer
members and experienced Farmers
Union individuals. The board for the
upcoming year is as follows:

Imagine

Discover Albertson Memorial

Connect

Public Library

By Laura Roth,
Children’s Librarian

Another fun day at Albertson
Memorial Library’s Preschool Story
Time! The first story, Can You Growl
Like a Bear (Butler) had the pre-
schoolers acting like animals! Wow,
can they growl! Then a book about
animal acting like humans: Dogs
Don’t Wear Sneakers (Numeroff)!
What a fun, silly story! Imagine a
moose going bowling and chickens
diving into a swimming pool! Can
a cow dance? Finally, The Cuddle
Book (Genechten) highlighted dif-
ferent animals showing affection.
(Porcupines cuddle carefully!) The
kiddos finished with a cuddle craft,
tracing their arms to create a hug.

Next week will be the last Prin-
cess themed story time. (Switching
to family: parents, grandparents,
etc.) After hearing the story Never
Let A Princess Paint With Her Uni-
corn (Alber), the preschoolers will
make their own unicorn-tail paint
brush and paint a unicorn with it.
There might be a princess song or
two and finally, a search for Cinder-
ella’s glass slipper.

Story Time meets every Tues-
day at 10 a.m. at Albertson Memo-
rial Library in Albany. There’s a great
group of participants presently, but
plenty of room for more. We'd love
to welcome new friends.

See you next week?

BYWWM[

Thanks for Reading...

Penny Molina (Brooklyn, Green
County)—President

Sheila Everhart (Janesville, Rock
County)—Vice President, Policy
Committee Chair

Olivia Roth (Albany, Green Coun-
ty)—Secretary, Communications
Committee Chair

Kathy Pennington (Brooklyn,

Green County)—Treasurer and
Parliamentarian
John Peck (Brooklyn Green

County)—Membership Commit-
tee Chair
Alicia Gasaway (York, Green
County)—Events Committee Chair
Mark Doudlah (Evansville, Rock
County)—Ag Business Committee
Chair

Jonas Moench (Orfordville, Rock
County)—Ag Business Committee
member

Sue Nelson (Browntown, Green
County)—Events and Policy Com-
mittee member

The chapter’s 2025-26 focus in-
cludes providing networking and
mentorship opportunities, includ-
ing assisting local farmers, ag busi-
nesses and rural communities with
resources, advocacy, policy, civic
orientation and education. The
chapter hosts three to four chap-
ter events per year which are open
to all. To sign up for the chapter’s
monthly newsletter or more infor-
mation visit https://scwfu.com/ or
email wfusouthcentral@gmail.com.

Brodhead, WI 53520

1035 1st Center Ave. ¢ Suite 107

You've tried the rest...
Now read the BEST!!

608-897-4797

Your best source for local and area news, serving
four Wisconsin communities and 5,900 homes.
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CLASSIFIEDS

For Sale

Con

CS-670 Echo Chainsaw, 20"
blade, $200; wood splitter $750.
Call 608-558-7485 (12/03)

Firewood for sale, cash only. Call
608-879-9014. (tf)

Services

i

Log splitters for rent by the day.
Dick’s Repair. 608-897-2355.  (tf)
Haile Tree Service, aerial bucket,
stump grinding. Licensed and
insured. Call 608-879-9014. (tf)
JACK OF ALL TRADES.US
Gutter cleaning, yard clean up,

snow removal.  Honey-do-list,
Handyman. Call 608-897-2410.

(t)
Craft Sales

hl

1601 19th Street (in the heated
back shed) Zuhlke’s 9th Annual
Holiday Craft Sale. Sat., Nov. 29
and Sun., Nov. 30, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
Free hot chocolate and cookies.
NEW variety of gift baskets and
other items; bake sale; homemade
lefse; dehyrated sourdogh bread
starter; home, yard and Christmas
decor; metal wall hangings; solar

lights; wooden Packer, Badger
and John Deere plus more
signs; cement Packer, Badger,

animal statuary; baby sweaters,
baby blankets; scrubbies, pot
holders, dish cloths; plush animal
doorstops/shelf sitters; Christmas
bells of all sizes; garden goodies;
Christmas towel sets; handmade
cards; gnomes; Highland Cow
tree ornaments and baskets; hand
knitted ear warmers. Christmas
items—old and new. Shirley Zuhlke,
608-289-5729.

POLICE

Green County Sheriff’s
Department
November 17-23, 2025

At 10:26 p.m., Tuesday, deputies,
along with Brodhead Police Depart-
ment, Brodhead Fire Department,
and Brodhead EMS, responded to
the N4600 block of STH 104, in the
Town of Decatur, for a single vehicle
crash with injuries. The investiga-
tion found that Cory R. Hanson, 32,
of Brodhead, was traveling south-
bound when he swerved to miss a
raccoon in the road. Hanson then
lost control of the vehicle and en-
tered the west ditch, where the ve-
hicle overturned and then came
to a rest. Hanson sustained appar-
ent non-life-threatening injuries
and was later released. The vehicle
sustained disabling damage, with
airbag deployment, and was towed
from the scene.

At 3:25 a.m., Saturday, depu-
ties responded to the W1200 block
of Ten Eyck Road, in the Town of
Decatur, for a reported suspicious
vehicle. Upon arrival, Deputies
located an unoccupied vehicle in-
volved in a crash. The investigation
found that Sydney L. Curran, 24,
of Juda, was traveling westbound
when she swerved to avoid a deer
in the roadway and then struck a
bridge. Curran advised that she
was wearing her seat belt and was
uninjured. The vehicle sustained
disabling damage, with airbag de-
ployment, and was towed from the

Juda School
District

Board Meeting
November 12,2025

eHeard from parents during the
open forum regarding their con-
cerns with the book “The Absolute
True Diary of a Part-Time Indian”
by Sherman Alexie for the Fresh-
man English Class that is currently
part of the curriculum.

eAccepted donations of pump-
kins from Jeff Wiedman and Steven
Keen. $1,000 from Dennis Pfingsten
for student needs, Campion Chari-
table Fund donation for $14,000 for
the park and the drone program,
Juda Community Zion Church in
the amount of $138.59 for hats and
gloves, Travis Larson in the amount
of $500 for family support and
Green County Beef Producers in the
amount of $250 for families in need.

ePresented a WASB Business
Honor Roll award to Will Burchard
from Burchard Welding.

eHeard a report from FFA Stu-
dents who attended the National
FFA Convention. They spoke of
their experience at the convention
and reviewed the activities that
have taken place this school year.

eLearned that current Board
Members Jessica Matzke and Pat
Daniels will not be seeking re-elec-
tion in the spring. District residents
interested in running for the board
should reach out to the District
Office for more information and
forms.

*Report cards from the DPI show
the district has made great improve-
ment. Overall, the district exceeds
expectations with the elementary
(K-8) significantly exceeds expecta-
tions and the High Scholl had sig-
nificant improvement and scores in
the meet’s expectations category.

eLearned the staff is looking at
different companies to work with
the district to improve the website
to communicate better with parents
and students and easy to adminis-
ter.

eLearned the District has enough
funds in debt service to make one
full payment and a partial prepay-
ment on the debt. A resolution to
proceed will be presented at the
next board meeting.

*Was informed the new flooring
has been installed in the computer
lab.

eApproved the Recreation Dis-
trict budget for the 2025/2026 fiscal
year. They will report to the board
each month with updates.

*Took no action coming out of
Executive Session.

*Next Board meeting will be held
on December 10, 2025 at 7 p.m.

scene. The investigation resulted in
Curran being cited for failure of op-
erator to notify police of a crash. Ad-
ditionally, Jessica L. Curran, 48, of
Juda, and Rebecca M. Beutel, 49, of
Monroe, were cited for obstructing
an officer. All parties were released
pending court.

Trees,
Lights and
Traditions!

Enjoy the
Holiday Tree
Show at the
Lincoln-
Tallman
House

Festively decorated trees of all
shapes and sizes will transform the
Lincoln-Tallman House into an el-
egant wonderland this holiday sea-
son. The Rock County Historical So-
ciety’s (RCHS) annual Holiday Tree
Show features a sparkling collection
of trees creatively decorated by local
businesses, nonprofits, individu-
als, and families. Visitors of all ages
can wander through the beautifully
adorned Italianate mansion, locat-
ed at 440 N. Jackson Street in Janes-
ville, from December 4—28.

Presented by Blackhawk Com-
munity Credit Union (BHCCU),
the Holiday Tree Show features
more than 100 trees with unique,
personal decorations on the main
and upstairs levels of the Lincoln-
Tallman House. The show includes
a scavenger hunt and holiday activ-
ity booklets for extra fun for younger
visitors.

At the heart of the show stands
a stunning 20-foot tree, rising
through the mansion’s elliptical to
the second floor. Each room sur-
rounds guests with the glow of
twinkling lights, creating a magical,
immersive holiday experience.

“The annual Holiday Tree Show
is a community celebration of joy!
So many local businesses, families,
and nonprofits participate to em-
body the beauty of the season for
Rock County and the region,” said
Catherine Barton, RCHS board sec-
retary and Holiday Tree Show vol-
unteer. “The decorations are so in-
ventive and special, and every year
there is something new to see.”

Visitors may continue the fun
by strolling to the Tallman Car-
riage House to enjoy a beverage and
stop for a selfie with Santa and Mrs.
Claus.

This year, the Holiday Tree Show
is partnering with the spectacular
Holiday Light Show at the Rotary
Botanical Gardens. People who buy
advance tickets to the Holiday Tree
Show can enjoy a special discount
for the Holiday Light Show. This lo-
cal collaboration highlights the fact
that visitors can enjoy two gorgeous
holiday displays while supporting
two local organizations.

Tree Show dates are Thursdays—
Sundays in December. Hours are
3—7 p.m. on Thursdays and Fridays,
and noon—4 p.m. on weekends.
Closed Christmas day. For more in-
formation and to purchase tickets,
visit rchs.us. Ticket pricing is $15 for
adults (13+) online; $18 at the door;
$5 for children ages 3-12. Children
two and under are free.

District 8 AA locations

Tuesdays: Congregational UCC, E201 23rd Street, Brodhead, 7 p.m.;

handicap access, closed meeting.

Thursdays: Congregational UCC, E201 23rd Street, Brodhead, 7 p.m.;

handicap access, closed meeting.

Fridays: Promises Group, Orfordville Lutheran, 210 Main Street, 7 p.m.;

handicap access, closed meeting.

Any questions call 608-751-5684 or visit www.rockcoaa.net.

Monroe
Theatre Guild
Presents
a Holiday
Celebration
for the Entire
Family

The holidays at Monroe Theatre
Guild will be bursting with laughter
and merry melodies as they present
The Best Christmas Pageant Ever
with Voices of the Season. The Best
Christmas Pageant Ever, written by
Barbara Robinson, is directed for
MTG by first-time director Marcia
Bredeson, with Melissa Schnepper
as Assistant Director. Bredeson and
Schnepper bring years of commu-
nity theater experience to the role
as they team up to present a family-
friendly holiday play on the MTG
Colony Brands Stage.

Voices of the Season brings to-
gether local performers who begin
each show with festive songs and
stories. Each performance show-
cases a mix of musical artists—
many familiar from previous MTG
productions—sharing their favor-
ite holiday tunes through solos and
duets. Santa Claus himself will also
make an appearance, delighting
children by reading “A Visit from
St. Nicholas” (commonly known as
“’Twas the Night Before Christmas)
in his own special style.

Following the musical preludes,
the featured presentation begins.
The Best Christmas Pageant Ever,
a comedy, centers on the Herdman
children, the town’s most notori-
ous delinquents, who take over the
annual church Christmas pageant.
Once the siblings assert themselves
to secure all the lead roles, Grace,
the director, faithfully guides the
children as they discover the origins
of the first Christmas. The towns-
people are horrified by the Herd-
mans’ roles in the town’s traditional
celebration. But as the chaotic re-
hearsals progress, the Herdmans
begin to learn the true meaning
of the Christmas story, leading to
an unexpected and heartwarming
performance. The play explores
themes of grace, kindness, and in-
clusion, showing how the most un-
likely people can teach the biggest
lessons.

As part of the Colony Brands per-
formance series, The Best Christ-
mas Pageant Ever with Voices of the
Season will be presented in eight
performances at the Monroe The-
atre Guild, 910 16th Avenue, Mon-
roe. Performance dates and times
are Friday, December 5 at 7 p.m.,
Saturday, December 6 at 2 p.m.
and 7 p.m., Sunday, December 7 at
2 p.m., and the following weekend,
Friday, December 12 at 7 p.m., Sat-
urday, December 13 at 2 p.m. and
7 p.m., and Sunday, December 14
at 2 p.m.. Tickets can be purchased
online at monroetheatre.com, at
the ticket window on Tuesdays and
Thursdays from 10 a.m.—2 p.m., or
by calling 608-325-1111.

Helping
make
Brodhead
a place
to call home.

A Full Day
of Holiday
Fun at Three
Waters

Reserve:
Breakfast with Santa &
Holiday Open House

The Brodhead Jaycees and the
Southern Wisconsin Land Conser-
vancy are excited to kick off a festive
day with Breakfast with Santa from
9 to 11 a.m. at Three Waters Reserve,
N3941 Golf Course Road, Brodhead.

This free, family-friendly event
invites the community to stop in,
meet Santa, enjoy donuts, fruit, and
assorted breakfast treats, and en-
ter Give-Away Baskets in the upper
level. Downstairs, children can take
part in a variety of holiday-themed
activities, including coloring, a
magic reindeer food station, and
other seasonal crafts. Make sure to
bring items to donate for our com-
munity food drive. This event is free
and open to all!

The festivities don’t stop there!

Beginning at 12 p.m., Three Wa-
ters Reserve will host their Holiday
Open House, running until 3 p.m.
Guests are invited to tour the newly
updated facility, including the com-
pleted Bridal Suite, a newly added
pergola and grand stone staircase,
and a refreshed lower level. Enjoy
hors d’oeuvres and yummy holiday
cocktails by Culinary Nirvana!

In the spirit of the season, the
Southern Wisconsin Land Conser-
vancy is honored to partner with
Family Promise of Green County
to support a community food drive
benefiting families in need during
our Holiday Open House! High-
priority, non-perishable items re-
quested by Family Promise include:

*Spaghetti sauce

ePeanut butter

*Tuna or packaged white chicken

*Cereals

*Soups

All other non-perishable items
are welcome as well! Bring FIVE
items to donate and you will receive
THREE free tickets to enter their
Give-Away Baskets. Plus, SWLC will
be matching donations up to $500
in supplies collected during the
event!

The festivities continue with
their Ugly Christmas Sweater Con-
test, with the winner announced at
1:30 p.m.! By making a donation or
signing up for an SWLC Member-
ship, you will receive bonus entries
for their variety of Give-Away Bas-
kets. Tickets will be available from 9
a.m. to 2:30 p.m., and winners will
be drawn at 2:30 p.m.!

This special day offers something
for everyone, and they look forward
to welcoming community members
to celebrate with them. The trails at
Three Waters Reserve will also be
open for visitors to enjoy through-
out the events.
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Special
Mailbox Has
Arrived at
Brodhead
Post Office

It's that time of year, so full of
cheer, When children think of gifts
so near. A special mailbox has ar-
rived in town, at the Brodhead Post
Office, just look around!

Write your letter, neat and bright,
Address it to Santa, and seal it tight.

Drop it in the box with care, And Santa will get it, he’s always there!

The North Pole staff is ready to read, And Santa himself will take the lead,
Answering each letter with care, A Christmas reply beyond compare.
But hurry, don’t wait too long, The box is here until Sunda, December

14th!

Santa’s busy, as you can see, But he'll find time to reply—guaranteed!

Brodhead Fire and
Ice Festival: A Holiday
Tradition Returns!

Get ready to kick off the holiday
season at the annual Brodhead Fire
and Ice Festival, presented by Bridg-
es Bar and Grill, on Friday, Decem-
ber 5th, from 4 to 9 p.m. in down-
town Brodhead. This beloved
community tradition promises an
evening full of festive fun, sparkling
lights, and holiday cheer for the en-
tire family.

Visitors can enjoy beautifully
crafted ice sculptures and the fiery
excitement of mesmerizing fire
twirlers lighting up the crisp winter
night. Families are invited to stop
by Brodhead Family Chiropractic
with Santa, where Exit Professional
Realty will be handing out a sweet
treat for everyone who visits.

Thanks to sponsors Body Craft-
ers and Kuhn, horse-drawn car-
riage rides will take guests on a
festive journey through downtown,
offering the perfect way to
experience the twinkling lights and
seasonal atmosphere.

The highlight of the evening
is the Brodhead Water and Light
Holiday Parade kicking off at 7 p.m.
featuring dazzling floats, festive
music, and plenty of holiday spirit.
After the parade, warm up by the
fire pits, roast marshmallows or hot
dogs, and enjoy the friendly fun of
the Frozen T-Shirt Contest, where
participants can compete for some
“cool” prizes.

On Saturday morning, the
holiday  celebration  continues
with Breakfast with Santa, hosted by
the Brodhead Jaycees, from 9 to 11
a.m. at Three Waters Reserve. Fami-
lies can enjoy a delicious breakfast
and take a photo with Santa to cap-
ture a special holiday memory. For
more information and to register
for contests, the memory tree, or
the lighted parade, visit Brodhead-
FireAndIce.com. Join the fun as
downtown Brodhead transforms
into a holiday wonderland during
this year’s Fire and Ice Festival!

27th Annual Children’s
Christmas Benefit

The 27th Annual Children’s Christmas Benefit will be held at the Or-
fordville American Legion on Saturday, December 6. Many exciting holiday

events will highlight this year’s benefit.

At 6 p.m. the evening will kick off with a delicious pork chop community

supper.

Santa Claus will be on hand for the children at 7 p.m.

Imagine

Discover Albertson Memorial

Connect

Public Library

By Cindy Clint,
Outreach Coordinator

Here’s what'’s happening during
the month of December at the Alb-
ertson Memorial Library:

Write a letter to Santa Claus.
Utilize a letter template from the
Albertson Memorial Library or cre-
ate your own at home. Once your
letter is ready, simply drop it off at
the library, and we will ensure it gets
mailed to the North Pole for you.

December 2nd, 9th, and 16th at
10 a.m., gather with us for Preschool
Storytime led by our Children’s Pro-
gramming Specialist, Miss Laura.
Each week, we'll explore captivating
tales that highlight:

*Princesses

*Canines and felines

*Animals and nature

Due to the holiday, Preschool
Storytime will not take place on
December 23rd or 30th. We will
resume our Storytime sessions on
January 6, 2026.

The Albany Joint Library Board
Meeting is scheduled to take place,
at the library, on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 2nd at 6:30 p.m. This meeting
is open to the public. The agenda
will be available on our website and
posted at the library the Friday prior
to the meeting. Join us to discover
the library’s future plans!

At9:30 a.m. on Saturday, Decem-
ber 6th, get ready for the grand en-
trance as Santarolls up to the library
in a firetruck! Come meet the man

PRESCHOO;
STORYTiMg

in red, whip up some elf-themed
crafts, and munch on tasty treats.
Remember, Santa’s sleigh departs
for the North Pole at 11 a.m. sharp,
so don't be late!

Mark your calendars for Wednes-
day, December 10th at 6:30 p.m. and
get ready to learn how to craft ‘Glit-
ter Foam Christmas Ornaments.’
You'll have the opportunity to create
four unique foam ornaments this
holiday season, adding a delight-
ful sparkle to your tree! Can’'t make
it? No worries! You can collect a kit
from the library anytime during De-
cember and enjoy crafting this proj-
ect whenever it suits you!

Embark on an unforgettable
journey in our Dungeons and Drag-
ons campaign, “Shadows of the
Infinite Staircase,” taking place on
Saturday, December 13th at 4 p.m.!
Immerse yourself in a thrilling ad-
venture as you assist the Guildmas-
ter in lifting a shadowy curse from
the mystical staircase. Jump in any-
time—no need for a magical portal!
If you missed the character creation
party, give us a shout to arrive early
and get your hero ready. This cam-
paign is ideal for adventurers aged
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15 and older. On the fence? Curious
about the chaos and camaraderie?
Check out our Facebook and Ins-
tagram for thrilling recaps of past
sessions! We're hitting the pause
button on the Saturday, December
27th game to soak up some holiday
cheer. Fret not, we'll be back and
ready to roll the dice again on Satur-
day, January 10th.

Heads up! Creative Capers, All
Booked Up, and the Sugar River
Writers are hitting the holiday
snooze button and won't be hosting
events in December. But fear not,
the fun picks back up in January!

The library will be closed in ob-
servation of Christmas on Decem-
ber 24th and 25th, reopening on
December 26th. Additionally, we
will close for New Year’s on Decem-
ber 31st and January Ist, resuming
normal hours on January 2nd.

Please follow us on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/Alb-
ertsonMemorialLibrary, Instagram
https://www.instagram.com/al-
bertsonmemoriallibrary or check
out our calendar of events on our
website at https://www.albertsonli-
brary.org for additional information.
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Branson, Missouri, this time of the year will put you in the Christmas spirit. The
Bank of Brodhead bus trip left on Monday, November 10th and returned on Saturday,

Raffles will be held throughout the evening. Donations will be accepted
for the meal. The State Line Play Boys will provide entertainment from 8
p-m. to midnight. Bring your entire family for an evening of holiday fellow-
ship and fun!

The toys and gifts collected are distributed discreetly and confidentially
among local county children so their Christmas will be a bit merrier. The
purpose of the benefit is to give to the kids what they would not otherwise
have during the holiday season. It is an organization that is 100% volunteer
driven.

Thereis no charge for the evening’s entertainment or the meal. Donations
will be accepted at the event. All cash contributions will be used specifically
for purchasing hats, mittens, boots, clothing, toys, and supplies for children
from birth to high school age. The contributions also supply a Christmas
meal to each of the families. Community members are encouraged to join in
the fun and holiday spirit so that many deserving children will have a mer-
rier Christmas this year. If you are interested in donating raffle items, would
like to refer a family in need, or for questions regarding the event, please
contact Brian Knudson at 608-289-2498.

FREE PRESS
www.brodheadfreepress.com NOW P

November 15th. While in Branson they saw seven enjoyable shows, several of them
with a Christmas theme. The town was all decorated with Christmas lights. One
evening they toured the Lights of Joy. It is a one-mile drive thru featuring over 250

dazzling displays.

The Members of the Juda Zion Community Church
Youth Group and The Juda High School National Honor
Society would like to thank the Juda Community for
their generous donations of food for the food drive
held recently in Juda. A total of 559 pounds of food was
collected and given to the Little Blue Food Pantry at
the church in Juda and the Green County Food Pantry.
Thanks again for your generous contributions!!




