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Rainfall Simulator to be
presented in Monroe on July 8

There will be a demonstration of the rainfall simulator on
Tuesday, July 8. Why should someone see a rainfall simulat

goes out in the rain just to see how the water interacts with f#

run off or soak into the soil? Best case is it all soaks into th
nately that's not the case in all management scenarios. Ver
to see different land managements side by side to evaluate
run off or in Itrate water.

This rainfall simulator has ve trays of different land m
ranging from mowed grass to several kinds of tillage in croy
prairie. All are subject to heavy “rainfall” allowing spectatorg
water interacts with the soil- does it in Itrate or run off? Spe
dry and see rsthand how important it is for soil users to mj
properly.

Interested individuals should gather on the north side of M

by 6:15 p.m. on Tuesday, July 8th. Tonya Gratz, Soil Conservationis

the Green County Land and Water Conservation Departmd
presentation. Water and soil should matter to everyone. Th¢
soil health and excessive runoff have lasting economic burg
nities and the county. The presentation will be wrapped up
allow county board members to attend their monthly meetin

Family Fest 2025

(Free Press photos by Teresa Earleywine)
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Kelch Aviation Museum hosts
Waunakee Big Band for night
of music, living history, and

airplanes

On Saturday, June 14th, the Kelch Aviation Museum’s norm:
museum space was lled with the lively sounds of a full brass sec
18-piece Waunakee Big Band launched into classic swing era ftt
likes of Duke Ellington and Glenn Miller. Guests, many dressed t
in 1940s attire, lled the dance oor and sat at tables both inside t
and outside on the grassy lawn. Once or twice, the music was i
brie y by the sound of a vintage airplane taking off or ying overt
that only added to the festive vintage ambiance. In the elegant
atrium, a bar served aviation-themed mocktails like the “Airmalil
and “Engine Oil,” while guests perused a selection of highly-cov
prizes including two different vintage airplane rides donated by lo

This was the Swing and Wings Vintage Hangar Dance hosted b
Aviation Museum, and this June marked the fourth time the Wau
Band has presented a 1940s-era concert at the Kelch Aviatior
“This band is top-notch, and they just carry you back in time,”
Eckard-Lee, Creative Director at the museum. “It doesn’t matter
or experience—everyone has fun with this kind of music.” The
pairs perfectly with the museum’s collection of airplanes, cars, ar
focusing on the 1920s, 30s, and 40s. “I love this event because it
history doesn't have to be something dusty, old, or forgotten,” say
Lee, who originally started working with the museum because of
in history.

The evening kicked off with an intro swing dance lesson taught
Wood, a renowned 1940s-era dance instructor in the Midwest, |
band launched into more than two hours of classic swing and je
often led by talented Madison-area vocalist Susan Robertson. Tt
Chorus Girl Project, a vintage-style dance team from Chicago, pe
brand-new number. And everyone enjoyed the high-energy skills
during the swing dancing competition. Choosing a single winn
challenge; the three nal couples were chosen by audience app
given prizes from the museum.

A food truck, “On the Fly,” owned and operated by local entre
Dan and Ashley Wegmueller, served smash burgers and sides. Tt
smash burgers came from the Wegmueller's farm in Monroe. We
perhaps best known in the area for his farm and agri-tourism effc
a pilot and can regularly be seen ying is 1942 open-cockpit PT-:
at the Brodhead Airport; Dan donated a ride in his historic airpla
raf e.

Hangar Dances have a long tradition in the USA and ¢
communities, dating back to the legendary USO dances in WW
Reneé Liedre, the leader of the nonpro t Waunakee Big Band, rs
out about collaborating on such an event, Eckard-Lee didn't kr
successful it would be, especially in this rural community. But the
sold hundreds of tickets every year, and guests drive from as far
and Milwaukee. Some visitors attend speci cally for the dance o«
love going to hangar dances,” said one visiting couple, “But they
to nd these days.” Others come to enjoy the live music and watcl
and dancers; it's not every day you can hear an 18-piece band
right here in Brodhead. Many guests are rst time visitors to the
and Brodhead.

The Swing and Wings Hangar Dance 2025 was sponsored |
generous support from Brodhead Veterinary Clinic, Campbell
Wiggly, and Regenold Properties. Raf e items were donated by
Sky Carp, Madison Partners, Jenny and Mike Flory, Sherri Sorc
Miller, Rich Pember, and Dan Wegmueller. Additional donors, st
and volunteers made the event possible. The Kelch Aviation Mu
Waunakee Big Band plan to host a Fifth Hangar Dance in sum
The Waunakee Big Band will be playing at various locations anc
summer; check their website for upcoming dates!
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