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City Council

Your Life. 

Your Funeral. 

Your Way. 

CCoonnttaacctt  UUss  TTooddaayy  Please 
feel free to email or call 
us 24 hours, 
7 days a week. 
We're here to help you. 

Grace Funeral Home & Cremation Care

Direct Cremation
$1,200

Memorial Service/Celebration of Life
$2,795

Full Service Funeral
with choice of 9 caskets  —  $4,500

Phone: 608-862-3332  |  agracefuneralservice.com
203 West Nichols Street | Albany, WI 53502

Covered Bridge Days
Tractor Show

There will be plenty to see at this year’s Covered Bridge Days Tractor 
Show, Saturday, August 8 and Sunday, August 9.   The Massey Harris asso-
ciation will be having their 25th anniversary celebration in Brodhead, with 
a large variety of tractors and a display of their history.   Not a Massey fan?  
Don’t worry, all other brands of tractors will be available for viewing too. 

Enjoy watching the kids pedal pull, starting at 10 a.m. on Saturday. 
Antique tractor and garden tractor pulls will start at 11 a.m. both days. 
Want to find easy parking—park by the tractor show and catch a shuttle 
to uptown events.   Shuttles will run from 11 a.m.-4 p.m. on Saturday. A 
one and one-half hour tractor drive will start at 4 p.m. on Saturday.   Any-
one is welcome to come, ride a wagon being pulled by a tractor, and en-
joy the scenery at a slow pace.   A free will donation will be taken for the 
American cancer society. 

Sunday, a car show will be held from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. at McClaren Machine 
and Tool and Kelsch Machine. There will be a parade at noon Sunday. Sev-
eral demonstrations will be going on each day, showcasing how our ances-
tors did their work years ago. 

Thanks to our generous sponsors, including Speich Oil, there is no ad-
mission charge for any of these events.

By Grace Kufahl
Kevin Lord from MSA brought 

to the Council’s attention that some 
residents had questioned a change 
order removing sidewalks along 
three blocks of 13th Street where 
road construction is underway. 
Administrator DiRe confirmed to 
Mayor Baxter that sidewalks are re-
quired for new construction. Lord 
advised that the sidewalks could be 
included for $60,000 without im-
pacting the timeline. The Council 
approved a change order to replace 
the sidewalks in question.

Richard McConnell gave a virtual 
presentation on the Savvy Citizen 
application. Savvy Citizen provides 
a way for residents to receive com-
munication from the city via push 
notifications, text or email. This 
could include, for example, emer-
gency alerts, zoning ordinances, 
gas leaks, job openings, volunteer 
opportunities or notifications of 
canvassers. The council voted in fa-
vor of an annual subscription, with 

Brodhead Municipal Court 
to Merge with Decatur 

Pending Their Approval
setup fee of $400, an annual cost of 
$1,859, and a monthly fee of $25 for 
a calendar plugin. 

Police Chief Raupp presented the 
completed ordinance to repeal the 
current Chapter 27 and establish a 
joint municipal court with Decatur 
Township. The motion to approve 
the joint municipal court, contin-
gent upon approval by the Town of 
Decatur, was carried.
In Other Business: 

After receiving park equipment 
bids of $122,000, the council voted 
to have MSA open up the bids to the 
public as required by law for expen-
ditures exceeding $50,000.	

In his report, Administrator DiRe 
informed the council a pit toilet, 
paid for by a grant, has been in-
stalled in the Pearl Island Corridor 
and that the downtown WIFI pro-
gram, paid for by the county, has 
been completed. 

To address the damage caused by 
muskrats to the Pearl Island berm, 
the Council approved an exemption 

to the trapping ordinance, allowing 
citizens to apply for permission to 
trap. 

Resolution 2026-005 was passed 
amending the budget to transfer 
money from the General Fund back 
to the Park and Rec and Street de-
partments’ budgets after tractors 
were purchased without the depart-
ment heads’ knowledge. 

Chief Raupp was authorized to 
obtain a quote for wiring for poten-
tial future cameras to be installed 
downtown. 

Raupp was also approved to re-
search an ordinance defining and 
addressing usage of electric scoot-
ers and bicycles in Brodhead. 

In the Mayor’s Report, Paul Huff-
man was approved for the Finance 
Committee, the Consigny Firm 
was appointed as the City Attor-
ney, Jason McQueery was named 
the Street and Weed Commissioner 
and Alder Katie Porterfield was ap-
proved for the Planning Commis-
sion and Pool and Rec Committees. 

Your Hometown Newspaper

1035 1st Center Ave. • Suite 107
Brodhead, WI 53520

608-897-4797
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CHURCH DIRECTORY

Albany United Methodist Church, 
500 Park Street, Albany. 608-862-3206, 
Elizabeth Staniforth-Seamster, Pastor. 
Sunday worship 9 a.m. Adult Sunday 
school 10 a.m. Open Communion each 
1st Sunday. Check our web page at 
albanyumchurch.com. 

~~~~~~~
Bethany Lutheran Church, 1652 West 

Church Road, Brodhead. 608-897-4158. 
Pastor position currenlty open. Interested 
candidates may reach out via Facebook 
or call Bethany Lutheran Church directly. 
Sunday school 8:45 a.m.; Sunday wor-
ship service 10 a.m. Holy Communion 
first Sunday of each month.

~~~~~~~
Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 405 E. 

9th Ave, Brodhead. Phone: 608-897-2341 
Email: office@bethlehembrodhead.org. 
Website: www.bethlehembrodhead.org. 
Sunday in-person worship with Commu-
nion at 9 a.m. Online worship option via 
Facebook—Bethlehem Lutheran Church. 
Bingo the second and fourth Thursdays 
of each month at 6:30 p.m., doors open at 
5:30 p.m. 

~~~~~~~
Congregational United Church of 

Christ, E201 23rd Street, Brodhead. 608-
897-2917. Pastor Shawn Stapleton. Sun-
days: 9 a.m. worship June through Au-
gust. No Sunday school for the summer 
months. Nursery is available for those 
who desire. Communion first Sunday 
of each month—Gluten Free Options. 
Quilting and crafts workshop every 
Wednesday at 9 a.m. AA meetings Tues-
day and Thursday at 7 p.m.   

~~~~~~~
Grace Independent Baptist Church, 

Hwy. 81, three-quarter of a mile east of 
junction with 11, Brodhead. Donald Adams, 
Pastor. 608-897-8484. 9:30 a.m. Sunday 
school, 10:30 a.m. morning worship, 6 p.m. 
evening service. Wednesday 6 p.m. service.

~~~~~~~
Juda-Zion Community Church, 

N2350 Church Street, 608-934-5398. 
Mark Woodward, Pastor. Worship service 
9 a.m. No Sunday school until Labor Day 
Sunday.

~~~~~~~
Living Word Church, 3825 S. County 

Road T, Brodhead. 608-897-8246. Pas-
tor Russ Doebler. Web site: livingwordwi.

Chris Speich, owner

Offi ce 608-897-3366

• Gasoline
• Fuel Oil
• Gasohol

• Premium Diesel

org. E-mail: ptl@livingwordwi.org. Adult 
Sunday school 9 a.m.; Sunday service at 
10 a.m. worship at church and also via 
live stream at livingwordwi.org/media; 
Wednesday evening Impact Youth 6 p.m.

~~~~~~~
Magnolia Christian Church, located 

on County A just off Hwy. 213. Services 
are Saturday night at 6:30 p.m. and can 
be viewed on their Facebook page. Call 
608-449-6510 for more information.

~~~~~~~
Oakley-Union United Methodist 

Church, W2388 Gerber Road, Juda, 608-
293-4232. Pastor Jadyn Meyer. Worship 9 
a.m. Children’s Sunday school Septem-
ber-May 9 a.m. 

~~~~~~~
St. Peter Lutheran Church (WELS), 

corner of West 5th Avenue and 17th 
Street. www.stpeterlutheranbrodhead.
org. Pastor Tyler Swiderski. Cell 612-270-
2591, church 608-618-6090. Schedule—
Sundays: worship 9 a.m.; Bible class and 
Sunday school 10:15 a.m. 

~~~~~~~
St. Patrick Catholic Church, 410 E. 

State Street, Albany, part of Christ the 
King Pastorate. Fr. Chahm Gahng, Pas-
tor. Mass on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays at 
8 a.m. www.ctk-p.org, 608-325-9506 or 
secretary@ctk-p.org.

~~~~~~~
St. Rose of Lima Catholic Church, 

1005 W. 2nd Avenue, Brodhead, part 
of Christ the King Pastorate. Fr. Chahm 
Gahng, Pastor. Mass on the 1st, 3rd and 
5th Sundays at 11 a.m. www.ctk-p.org, 
608-325-9506 or secretary@ctk-p.org.

~~~~~~~
St. Victor Catholic Church, 1760 

14th Street, Monroe, part of Christ the 
King Pastorate. Fr. Chahm Gahng, Pas-
tor. Mass on Monday 6:15 p.m., Tuesday 
through Friday 8:15 a.m., Saturday 4 
p.m., Sunday 8 and 10 a.m. www.ctk-p.
org, 608-325-9506. Fully accessible for 
people with disabilities.

~~~~~~~
United Methodist Church of Brod-

head, 501 1st Center Avenue, Brodhead. 
608-897-2515. Pastor Francois Mukosa. 
Church office hours: Monday through 
Friday, 9 a.m.-noon. In-person worship 
at 10 a.m. Sundays. Fully accessible for 
people with disabilities. Nursery avail-
able. Services live streamed on Facebook. 

Advertising
Deadline:

Friday, 5 p.m.

DL Newcomer 
Funeral Home

Jarod & Tania Williams
1105 E. 9th Ave. • Brodhead

608-897-2484
www.dlnewcomerfuneralhome.com

Funeral and
Cremation Services

OBITUARIES

Blood drive
A blood drive will be held on 

Thursday, August 20, from 2 to 
6 p.m. at Luther Valley Lutheran 
Church. The church is located at 
7107 S. Luther Valley Road, Beloit. 
Contact Patty at plwilliams1392@
yahoo.com or call RRVBC at 815-
965-8751 to schedule your appoint-
ment.

Donors will receive a certificate 
for a pint of Culver’s custard. Let us 
fuel your summer. All donors will be 
entered to win a $1,000 gas card.

And Judas Iscariot, one of the twelve, went unto the chief priests,
to betray him unto them.                       ~Mark 14:10

Many today present themselves as Christians. Judas was one of the group. No on 
questioned his loyalty. He was the treasurer for the disciples (John 12:6). At the last 
supper, when the Lord indicated that one at the table would betray Him (Matt. 26:22), 
there was no suspicion that it was Judas (Matt. 10:4). It may be the same with you. Are 
you really one of His or are you just one in the crowd? Examine yourself and know Jesus 
Christ as your Lord and Savior. —K.J.W.

� rough the blood I repent all of my sins,
Precious Lord I now give in;

Fill me Lord Jesus,
Lord, I ask You to come in.      —Isaac Watts

Sponsored by: Brodhead Gospel Hall
2409 E. 3rd Avenue, Brodhead, WI 53520

Virgil Keller
Virgil Keller passed away peace-

fully at his home surrounded by his 
family after a short but courageous 
battle with cancer on July 20th, 
2026. He was born at home in Avon, 
on November 23rd, 1938 to Ralph 
and Pearl Keller of Avon, Wisconsin. 

Before marrying Judy Bliss on 
July 7th, 1963, they spent many 
hours together building their own 
home and then went on to en-
joy 63 years of marriage. Together 
they have two daughters and two 
grandsons. Virgil graduated from 
Brodhead High School in the class 
of 1956, then entered the Army and 
spent time in Korea. Upon return-
ing from Korea he was employed at 
Knight Manufacturing, from there 
he became self-employed doing 
roofing, then started his custom 
butchering business that he contin-
ued for over 30 years before retiring. 
He very much enjoyed going farm-
to-farm meeting many hard work-
ing farmers that later would become 
friends.

If you knew “Killer Keller” you 
knew Virgil. He was an avid out-
doors person and always looked 
forward to the hunting and fishing 
seasons. He made many wonderful 
memories during his annual family 
vacations in the Northwoods. His 
family meant the world to him and 
this was a place for one week, where 
they could spend all their time to-
gether with lots of fishing, casino 

time, and sitting around the camp-
fire. His grandsons were the apple 
of his eye, always attending the 
many sporting events they partici-
pated in, along with teaching them 
many of his values and sharing all 
his knowledge with them. The say-
ing goes “Grandpa always knows”. 
If he wasn’t hunting or fishing, you 
would always find him in the woods 
cutting wood preparing for the win-
ters ahead. 

Virgil is preceded in death by his 
parents, Ralph and Pearl Keller; his 
in-laws John and Louis Stricker; his 
brother and sister-in-law, Eugene 
and Marion Keller; and his sister-
in-law, Diann Keller. He is survived 
by his wife, Judy; daughters: An-
drea (Kevin) Van Briesen, and An-
gie (Chad) Kesler; two grandsons: 
Jarrett and Kevin II Van Briesen; 
siblings: Allen Keller, and Sharon 
(Curt) Newcomer; and a niece and 
four nephews. He is also survived 
by a special family friend, David 
Gempler, whom he spent many 
years hunting with and who was al-
ways there for him. 

Keeping with Virgil’s wishes, 
there will be no funeral or memorial 
services held.

Steven Allen 
Granger

Steven Allen Granger, from Be-
loit, Wisconsin, passed away unex-
pectedly July 21st 2026. He was 28.

Born April 10th, 1998, Steven’s life 
can only be described as hilarious 
and legendary. He attended schools 
in both Beloit and Brodhead, ulti-
mately graduating from Brodhead 
High School in 2016. An outstand-
ing athlete, Steven loved playing 
football, participating in track and 
field, and singing his heart out in 
show choir. Outside of school, he 
was an avid gamer. His love for 

games began with Spyro and Crash 
Bandicoot and continued through-
out his life with Call of Duty. Ste-
ven was also a lover of the outdoors 
where you could find him golfing 
or fishing. Steven was also a proud 
member of the Grande Cheese fam-
ily. 

Steven is survived by his wife, 
Ashley; parents: Lori Buck and Ross 
(Kim) Granger; stepfather, Jon Buck; 
siblings: Kelli (Trevor) Burzynski, 
Austin Adamson (Deborah Royter), 
Emily Mauerman (Kyle Hunter), 
and Abbrielle Mauerman; nephew, 
Bo; caring aunts and uncles, doting 
grandparents, dozens of fun-loving 
cousins, and his closest friends: Joe, 
Cole, Corbin, Jake, Nicky, Brendan, 
Bryson, and Austin.

He was predeceased by his 
grandpa and namesake, Steven Wo-
erth; grandparents: Ron and Rose 
Jensen; uncle, Brian Burke; and 
cousin, Randi Lee.

A celebration of life will be held 
in his honor at the American Le-
gion on Saturday, August 1st from 
3-7 p.m., 3913 S WIS-213 Orford-
ville. Please come eat, laugh, and 
reminisce on the funniness that 
only Steven could exude. At the end 
of the day, he laughed the loudest, 
who’d’ve known?

RBG 
celebrates 

Founds Day, 
honoring 
the dream 

that started 
it all

Donation-based admission on 
Sunday, August 2 marks the birth-
day of founder Dr. Robert Yahr and 
the community that built the gar-
dens from the ground up.

Rotary Botanical Gardens will 
celebrate Founders Day on Sun-
day, August 2, from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., 
honoring the birthday of Dr. Rob-
ert Yahr and everyone who helped 
turn an abandoned sand and gravel 
quarry into the botanical treasure it 
is today.

What began as Dr. Yahr’s dream, 
backed by the willingness of two 
Janesville Rotary Clubs, has grown 
into a garden with over 4,000 plant 
varieties, a collection of themed gar-
dens, and a community that keeps 
showing up to support it. Found-
ers Day is a chance to celebrate that 
legacy and the volunteers, horticul-
turists, donors, and staff who keep 
RBG growing today.

“Founders Day is about honor-
ing where we came from and the 
people who make Rotary Botanical 
Gardens what it is,” said Michelle 
Ryan, Executive Director of Rotary 
Botanical Gardens. “Dr. Yahr had 
a vision for this space, and it took 
a whole community to bring it to 
life. We want everyone to have the 
chance to experience that on his 
birthday, no matter what they’re 
able to give.”

Admission on Sunday, August 2 
is donation based. Guests are invit-
ed to pay what they can to support 
RBG’s mission, and a donation of 
$0 is welcome too. The day is a cel-
ebration for the whole community, 
honoring the people and generosity 
that built the gardens and continue 
to sustain them.

About Rotary Botanical Gardens
Rotary Botanical Gardens is a 

nonprofit public garden located in 
Janesville, Wisconsin, dedicated to 
inspiring people through horticul-
ture, education, and community 
engagement. The Gardens feature 
more than 20 themed gardens on 
20 acres and are open to the public 
year-round.
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AROUND TOWN
ACTIVITIES

SOFTBALL

34th Annual Gap 
Church Hymn Sing

The 34th Annual Gap Church Hymn Sing Fundraiser will be held on Sun-
day, August 16, at 1 p.m. Music will be by Ernie Saunders and the group “In 
Bed By Nine”. There is no charge and refreshments will be served. A free-will 
offering is appreciated. The church and cemetery are located at W2401 State 
Hwy 59, Albany. 

The Gap Church and Cemetery was established in 1853 and built in 1856 
under the name of “Monticello Prairie Baptist Church and Cemetery”. The 
name Gap Church was given by the local people that lived in the area be-
cause of its location between two hills. Eventually the name just faded away 
and became the Gap Church and Cemetery. 

This event is sponsored by the Gap Church Museum, Inc. a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit organization dedicated to the preservation and restoration of the 
Gap Church and Cemetery. They recently completed the refurbishing of the 
six large windows in the church and the two partial windows in the church 
entryway. Next comes the windows in the community hall.

Contacts are Craig Roth at 608-558-5280, Laurie Exum at 608-897-6990 
and Jane Copus at 608-214-8289. 

BHS CLASS OF 1976 REUNION
The Brodhead High School class of 1976 will hold their 50th class 

reunion on Saturday, October 3, at Kelch Museum (Brodhead Airport) 
from 5 to 9 p.m. The cost is $30 per person. RSVP by Friday, September 4.

Prior to the reunion they will be touring the old high school, cur-
rent middle school, starting at 4 p.m. You are also welcome to tour the 
Kelch Museum.

Watch your mailbox or inbox for your invitation. To verify your infor-
mation or provide your current contact information (in case we don’t 
have it) or for more information, email Chris Searles at 425emt5000@
gmail.com.

Albany 
Lions Club 
Stuff The 

Bus Service 
Project and 

Albany Lions 
Club “Pig 

Out”
The Albany Lions Club is once 

again sponsoring their “Stuff The 
Bus” Service Project and holding 
the “Lion’s Pig Out”.

Since 2013, Stuff The Bus has 
been a project where school sup-
plies are collected for children in our 
community. Several business loca-
tions in Albany provide canisters 
for cash donations and/or bins for 
collection of supplies. The collec-
tion sites will be open until Thurs-
day, August 20th and each site has 
a listing of items that are specifically 
being requested. In 2025 they col-
lected over 330 individual items and 
nearly $1,000 in cash, which was 
used to purchase additional needed 
supplies.

On Saturday, August 1st, the club 
is hosting their annual “Pig Out”. 
Pork Loins and loaded potato bar 
will be available for on site serving 
and carry out from 4:30 until 8 p.m. 
for the cost of $10. A raffle drawing 
is also being held. Tickets for dinner 
and raffle tickets are available from 
any Lions member. Raffle proceeds 
go toward local scholarships and 
community projects. They will have 
a drop off box for school supplies 
and donations in the parking lot of 
the Lions building that evening.

Phyllis Runaas of the  Lions 
shared that “Everyone is invited to 
the “Pig Out” and encouraged to 
contribute to the “Stuff The Bus” 
project. These are just two of the 
many events held at the building, 
which is located just off Hwy 59 on 
Cincinnati Street in Albany. 

BRODHEAD POLICE ASSOCIATION
12th ANNUAL NIGHT OUT

The Brodhead Police Association is hosting the 12th Annual Brod-
head Night Out on Tuesday, August 11th (rain date Wednesday, August 
12th) from 5 to 8 p.m. at Jaycee Park, 300 4th Street. 

This FREE Night Out is a community wide event to heighten aware-
ness of crime, drug and prevention efforts and to encourage commu-
nity participation. For more information please visit them on Face-
book and Instagram!

NFL FLAG FOOTBALL SIGN-UP
(Deadline: Friday, July 31st)

The Brodhead Pool & Recreation Department will be sponsoring a 
six-week youth NFL flag football program for boys and girls in second-
sixth grades. The games will be played on the Brodhead High School 
practice field on Saturday mornings beginning September 5th and 
ending October 10th. 

Registration forms are available at the Brodhead Pool and Recre-
ation Department or on the City of Brodhead Website (http://www.
cityofbrodheadwi.us) The cost is $60, which includes an NFL team-
identified reversible jersey and flag set.

Please return forms to the Brodhead Pool and Rec Department at 
City Hall. If you have any questions about registration or about the 
league, contact Brodhead Pool and Rec at 897-2159 x9. Deadline is Fri-
day, July 31st at 4:30 p.m. After Friday, July 31, registration forms will 
not be accepted. 

LIONS FOOD STAND
The Brodhead Lions will have a food stand both days at the Cov-

ered Bridge Days Tractor Show.   Come enjoy a pork sandwich, brat 
or hot dog, a variety of drinks will be for sale too. Monies raised will 
support local projects.

A LITTLE GOOD NEWS 

608-897-8447

SPONSORED BY:SPONSORED BY:

“The future belongs to those who
believe in the beauty of their dreams.” 

~ Eleanor Roosevelt

6:00 ~ 8:00 p.m. • Veterans Park
All concerts will be held on Sunday evenings from 6-8 p.m.

Bring your lawn chairs/blankets—Reminder: dogs are not allowed in city 
parks. Concerts are FREE to the public - come and enjoy!

Twilight in the Park

Sunday, August 2nd
5 p.m.  Miranda Ends (Opening) Guitar

Cherokee Rose Band
(Classic Country)

Decatur 4-H - taco salad (bowl), hot dogs, 
chips, baked goods & lemonade

Coordinated by the B.I.D. Board

CHANGING JOBS?
Don’t leave your
401(k) BEHIND

JEREMY PINNOW
& ASSOCIATES INC.

Financial Services

922 W. Exchange St. 
Brodhead, WI 53520

1005 Cameron Dr. - Suite 1 
Durand, IL 61024

Securities and investment advisory services offered through Osaic Wealth, Inc. member FINRA/SIPC. Osaic 
Wealth is separately owned and other entities and/or marketing names, products or services referenced here are 
independent of Osaic Wealth.

608-897-2013

Sunday Night Church
Sunday 7/19 results: Living 

Word defeated Luther Valley 17-15; 
Church of God tied United Method-
ist 4-4; Orfordville Lutheran defeat-
ed Congregational UCC 4-2.

Tuesday Night Masters’ 
League

Tuesday’s 7/21 results: Bridges 
Bar & Grill 1 defeated The Bar 1 10-
5; The Bar 2 defeated Bridges Bar & 
Gill 2 10-6. 

Season standings: Bridges Bar 
& Gill 2 won 4 lost 3; The Bar 2 4-3; 
Beef and the Boys 3-4; The Bar 1 2-6; 
Bridges Bar & Grill 1 2-5.

Green County  Genealogical 
Society to meet Sat., Aug. 1

The Green County Genealogical Society will present “Jenny Appleseed” 
by Jessica Michna. The presentation is Saturday, August 1 at 10 a.m. in the 
Monroe Public Library community room on the second floor. The program 
is open to the public.

Jenny Appleseed—Lost Lore and Tall Tales
Almost as soon as the first colonists settled in the New World, stories of 

exceptional people and situations were told to enthralled listeners. Over 
time, some of these tales have been lost in the dust of history. Meet Jenny 
Appleseed, the fictional sister of “Johnny Appleseed”, as she takes you on 
a journey through American Folklore. Along the way you will meet such 
memorable characters as Rip Van Winkle, Pecos Bill, Paul Bunyan and of 
course, John Chapman.

Originally from Pennsylvania, Jessica Michna developed a love of history 
at an early age. She and her family visited many historic sites throughout 
America. Her school years would find her appearing in various productions, 
in addition to costume design and construction. Upon graduation several 
scholarships were offered to further her studies in theater arts. She would 
opt to earn a degree in psychology from the UW system working several 
years as a researcher and lecturer.

Her love of theater and history would eventually bring Jessica to found 
her company, “First Impressions.” Since its founding in the year 2000, Jes-
sica has expanded her repertoire to include seventeen historic figures.

In 2016 she was awarded the Presidential Service Center’s Distinguished 
Service award for her riveting portrayals of First Ladies.

Indoor/Outdoor Event—customized
For any questions about the meeting or presentation, call Donna at 608-

921-1537. The GCGS Research Center (located in the lower level of the Mon-
roe Public Library is open to the public for research Tuesdays 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Other times available by appointment. The phone number is 608-328-7436 
and the website is www.greencogenealogywi.org.

Sunday 7/26 results: United 
Methodist defeated Orfordville Lu-
theran 14-1; Luther Valley defeated 
Bethlehem Lutheran 14-11; Church 
of God defeated Living Word 9-3.

Standings: United Method-
ist 6-1-1; Bethlehem Lutheran 5-3; 
Congregational UCC 4-3; Church 
of God 4-1-2; Orfordville Lutheran 
2-7; Living Word 2-4-1; Luther Val-
ley 2-6. 

SOFTBALL

FREE PRESS You’ve tried the rest...
Now read the BEST!!

608-897-4797
1035 1st Center Ave. • Suite 107

Brodhead, WI 53520

Your best source for local and area news, serving
four Wisconsin communities and 5,900 homes.

608-897-4797

FREE PRESS
Please contact us to place a community event, 

engagement/wedding announcement, 
an advertisement, or nearly anything else.

FREE PRESS
www.brodheadfreepress.com

925 W Exchange St • Brodhead, WI
608-897-4797

STAY 
INFORMED
wherever you are!

NEWSPAPER UPLOADED 
WEEKLY TO:

1035 1st Center Avenue • Suite 107
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Athletic/
Activity 

Code 
Meeting

If your child is any Brodhead 
High School athletics or other 
school activities you and your child 
are required to attend the Code 
Meeting. This will be held on Mon-
day, August 3rd at 6 p.m. in the high 
school gym. Questions, contact the 
high school office.

The Sew Fun Class has been hard 
at work this year!  All three class-
es  completed three beautiful quilts 
to be donated to the Sassy Farm 
Chicks in Orfordville  with the help 
of Mrs. Calhoon and Mrs. Sommer-
feldt.

These special, handmade quilts 
will be given to children in the 
Green and Rock County foster pro-
grams, bringing a little extra com-
fort and warmth to kids who need it 
most. If anyone would like to see the 
quilts, they will be displayed at the 
Airing of the Quilts in Orfordville on 
Saturday, September 19th.

A huge thank you to everyone 
in the Sew Fun Class for dedicating 
their time, talent, and hearts to this 
wonderful project. You are making 
a real difference in our community! 

Sew Fun Class

2026 Green County Premier 
Exhibitor Competition Results

The 17th annual Green County Premier Exhibitor Competition was held 
at the 2026 Green County Fair. This event is designed to recognize 4-H and 
FFA members who have shown exceptional involvement and knowledge in 
their respective project area.

The Premier Exhibitor Competition is open to any exhibitor in the areas 
of swine, dairy, beef, sheep, goats, horse, rabbits, and poultry, and is divided 
into two age divisions. The junior division is for exhibitors in grades third-
eighth, and the senior division is for exhibitors in grades nine and up. There 
is also a Platinum division for youth in the senior division who have previ-
ously won first place in their respective species. Youth who participate in 
this division are tested on all species rather than just their own. This contest 
consists of a knowledge exam, skillathon, and how well the exhibitor did in 
showmanship in the chosen species they compete under. The skillathon 
consisted of four stations: breed identification, equipment identification, 
meat and cheese identification, and feed identification. 

2026 Premier Exhibitor Results: 
Beef: Junior Division—first place: Zoie Donovan, Young Americans 4-H; 

second place: Thadeus Miller, Browntown Busy Beavers 4-H; third place: 
Rylee Helgestad, Decatur 4-H. Senior Division—first place: Olivia Brooks, 
Juda FFA; second place: Lena Nyhus, New Glarus FFA; third place: Madelyn 
Ruegsegger, Clarno 4-H

Dairy: Junior Division—first place: Siera McCullough, Juda Jolly Juniors 
4-H; second place: Hope Soddy, Clarno 4-H; third place: Hailey Ula, Cheese 
Country Clovers 4-H. Senior Division—first place: Abby Withrow, Decatur 
4-H; second place: Raevynn Jackson, Monroe FFA; third place: Anna Bar-
tels, Juda Jolly Juniors 4-H.

Goats: Junior Division—first place: Kinzley Boeke, Juda Jolly Juniors 4-H; 
second place: Braxton Boeke, Juda Jolly Juniors 4-H; third place: Brooklyn 
Svendsen, Dougherty Creek 4-H. 

Rabbits: Junior Division—first place: Liam Goers, Washington Center 
4-H; second place: Baruch Conley, Browntown Busy Beavers 4-H; third 
place: Brantley Wollin, Jolly Mixers 4-H. Senior Division—first place: Elena 
Boss, Cheese Country Clovers 4-H; second place: Peter Goers, Washington 
Center 4-H; third place: Kennedi Lerch, Juda FFA.

Poultry: Junior Division—first place: Jordan Luedtke, Washington Cen-
ter 4-H; second place: Ava Krueger, New Glarus 4-H; third place: Kallie 
Kubly, Young Americans 4-H. Senior Division—first place: Tayla Shrader, 
Jolly Mixers 4-H; second place: Clara Veeder, Cheese Country Clovers 4-H.

Sheep: Junior Division—first place: Stephanie Miller, New Glarus 4-H; 
second place: Georgia Christen, Washington Center 4-H; third place: Cole 
Beeman, Decatur 4-H. Senior Division—first place: Addison Curran, Mon-
roe FFA; second place: Lexi Seffrood, Monroe FFA; third place: Jackson 
Trupke, Monroe FFA.

Swine: Junior Division—first place: Owen Larson, Decatur 4-H; second 
place: Max Wenzel, Decatur 4-H; third place: Lane Kuebli, Jolly Mixers 4-H. 
Senior Division—first place: Avriel Hosch, Juda FFA; second place: Phoenix 
Homan, Juda Jolly Juniors 4-H; third place: Kylee Miller, Juda Jolly Juniors 
4-H.

Horse: (NEW in 2026) Junior Division—first place: Joclyn Watson, 
Cheese Country Clovers 4-H; second place: Cordelia Schutz, New Glarus 
4-H; third place: Violet Pulver, Young Americans 4-H. Senior Division—
first place: Chloe Pulver, Young Americans 4-H; second place: Rebecca Fro-
seth, Clarno 4-H; third place: Zoe Bobrowicz, York 4-H.

Platinum Premier Exhibitor—Grand: Elizabeth Veeder, Cheese Country 
Clovers 4-H; Reserve: Lucas Veeder, Cheese Country Clovers 4-H.

This year there were a total of 123 participants, and the top participant 
in each species and division received a $30 gift card to Farm and Fleet. The 
second and third place participants in each division received $20 and $10 
Farm and Fleet gift cards, respectively. The Grand Platinum Premier Exhibi-
tor earned a $50 Amazon gift card, with the Reserve earning a $25 Culver’s 
gift card. Also new this year, Horse participant that completed their test in 
senior and junior division and received a $30, $20, and $10 Farm and Fleet 
gift cards

Sponsors for this contest included: AK Acres, Country View, Crazy T 
Ranch, Green County Beef Producers, Green County Holstein Breeders, 
Green County Pork Producers, Hesgard Collision Center, Klitzman Seed 
LLC, and Spring Grove Dairy.

For more information about the Premier Exhibitor Competition, please 
contact: Ellen Andrews, 4-H Youth Development Educator, at 608-328-
9440.

2026 Premier Exhibitor Award Winners

Brodhead High School Class of 1964
The Brodhead High School Class of 1964 held their 62nd class reunion on Saturday, July 25, at Bass Creek.
Pictured, left to right, back row: Dick Jones, Wayne Gibson, Gary Suiter, Larry Ziltener, Bob Peterson, Dan Olson, 

Robin TenEyck, Joe Kunder; middle row: Diane Reimer Argoudelis, Mary Williams Berkin, Pat Lightfoot Hoff, Lor-
raine Wendler Olson, Judy Hulbert Bordson, Linda Wotler Rasmussen; front row: Dan Newcomer, George Branden-
burg, Ron Cowan, Vicki Hawkins Clark and Beverly Robinson Ackerman. Not pictured: Gail Skogan Vita.

District 
8 AA 

locations
Tuesdays: Congregational UCC, 

E201 23rd Street, Brodhead, 7 p.m.; 
handicap access, closed meeting.

Thursdays: Congregational UCC, 
E201 23rd Street, Brodhead, 7 p.m.; 
handicap access, closed meeting.

Fridays: Promises Group, Or-
fordville Lutheran, 210 Main Street, 
7 p.m.; handicap access, closed 
meeting. 

Any questions call 608-751-5684 
or visit www.rockcoaa.net.
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2026 Green County Master 
Showman Competition 

Results
The 20th annual Green County Master Showman Competition was held 

at the 2026 Green County Fair on Saturday, July 18th. This event brings in the 
top senior (grades 10 and above) showmen in the dairy, beef, sheep, swine, 
goats, rabbits and poultry departments at the fair. Two youth from dairy, 
beef, sheep, swine and goats are invited to participate, and one youth is in-
vited from the rabbit and poultry divisions.

During the event, the twelve participants show all the animal species 
exhibited at the fair in a round-robin format. Youth are judged by qualified 
showmanship judges and members of the agriculture industry from the 
surrounding communities. After six rotations of the event are completed, 
the scores are tallied and the member with the highest score earns the title 
of Green County Fair Master Showman.

2026 Master Showman participants were: Kennedy Zimmerman (Next 
Generation 4-H), Raevynn Jackson (Monroe FFA), Johnna Blum (New 
Glarus FFA), Colt Nyman (Monticello FFA), Rebecca Froseth (Clarno 4-H), 
Emily Curran (Black Hawk FFA), Taylor Svendsen (Argyle FFA), Katelynne 
Jorenby (Pecatonica FFA), Rahfi Pfeuti (Monticello FFA), Wyatt Steiner 
(Monroe FFA), Lucas Veeder (Cheese Country Clovers 4-H), Helaina Keehn 
(Next Generation 4-H).

The 2026 Green County Fair Master Showman was awarded to Taylor 
Svendsen (Argyle FFA) and Katelynne Jorenby (Pecatonica FFA) was named 
Reserve Master Showman. Jeff Ditzenberger was Master of Ceremonies for 
the event.

Showmanship judges included: Swine—Logan Bennett, Durand, WI; 
Rabbits—Hanna Brattlie, Cambridge; Beef—Austin Lynd, Janesville; 
Goats—Trenten Zahn, Whitewater; Sheep—Mitch Wilson, Brodhead; 
Dairy—Colin Uecker, Watertown; Poultry—Joy Brattlie, Jefferson County, 
WI. 

The overall winner and reserve received a plaque and gift card. All con-
testants received a medallion and t-shirt for being a qualifier in the event. 
Extension Green County coordinated the 2026 Green County Fair Master 
Showman Competition with sponsorship from Compeer Financial, Lake 
Ridge Bank, Klitzman Seed LLC, Klondike Farms, and the Green County 
Farm Bureau.

For more information about the Master Showman Competition, please 
contact: Ellen Andrews, 4-H Youth Development Educator at 608-328-9440.

2026 Master Showman Participants—bottom row, 
left to right: Emily Curran (Goats), Champion Master 
Showman Taylor Svendsen (Sheep), Reserve Master 
Showman Katelynne Jorenby (Sheep), Helaina Keehn 
(Rabbits); top row: Raevynn Jackson (Dairy), Kennedy 
Zimmerman (Dairy), Lucas Veeder (Poultry), Colt 
Nyman (Beef), Johnna Blum (Beef), Rebecca Froseth 
(Goats), Wyatt Steiner (Swine), Rahfi Pfeuti (Swine). By Cindy Clint,

Outreach Coordinator

Here’s a glimpse at the events 
happening this August at the Alb-
ertson Memorial Library:

The 2026 Summer Reading Chal-
lenge is open to bookworms of all 
ages and will keep the page-turning 
fun alive until Friday, August 28th! 
Participants can earn prize entries 
by tracking their reading. Pick up 
a reading log at the library. Read 
any material (audiobooks, eBooks, 
magazines, newspapers, novels, 
etc.) to fill the log. Choose a prize for 
each completed log and return it for 
a new log (one log = one entry). Get 
those reading logs wrapped up and 
handed in by August 28th to boost 
your chance to win. Winners will be 
notified after the drawing. It’s never 
too late to get started! Curious about 
this year’s prizes? Come by and 
check out our display case!

Hoo’s ready to craft a garden owl 
out of crescent pavers? Fly over to 
the Albertson Memorial Library on 
Wednesday, August 5th from 6:30-8 
p.m. and join Diane for a hoot of a 
crafting session at Craft Night with 
Diane! This craft will only be avail-
able during the in-person gather-
ing. Registration is required. You 
can register at the library or contact 
us by phone at 608-862-3491 or 
email us at albertsonlibrary@gmail.

com to have your name added to 
the list.

The Albany Joint Library Board 
meeting is scheduled to take place, 
at the library, on Tuesday, August 
4th at 6:30 p.m. This meeting is 
open to the public. The agenda 
will be available on our website 
and posted at the library the Friday 
prior to the meeting. Join us to learn 
more about upcoming plans for the 
library!

Prepare to embark on an unfor-
gettable journey in our Dungeons 
and Dragons campaign, “Shadows 
of the Infinite Staircase,” taking 
place on Saturdays, August 8th and 
22nd at 4 p.m.! Immerse yourself 
in a thrilling, and often humorous, 
quest as you assist the Guildmaster 
in lifting a mysterious curse from 
the enchanted staircase. Jump in 
anytime—no need for a magical 
portal to participate! If you missed 
the character creation party, give 
us a shout to arrive early and we’ll 
help you get your hero ready. This 
campaign is designed for adventur-
ers aged 15 and older. Want to know 
more? If you’re feeling uncertain or 
curious about the fun and friend-
ships that await, check out our 
Facebook and Instagram pages for 
recaps of previous sessions!

Picture a journey where you can 
witness the ways your life could 
have transformed through differ-
ent decisions. What if there existed 
a library where you could delve into 
the possibilities of how things might 
have unfolded differently? Would 
any of these alternate lives genu-
inely be an improvement? Dive into 

our mind-bending discussion of 
“The Midnight Library” by Matt 
Haig with All Booked Up on Mon-
day, August 24th at 6:30 p.m. Don’t 
miss it!

The Albertson Memorial Library 
will be hosting a beginner yoga class 
every Saturday in September at 10 
a.m. Each session is 45-minutes 
and features breathwork, mindful 
meditation, and movement. Pre-
registration and prepayment are 
mandatory. You can register in per-
son at the library. Spots are limited. 
Please sign up by August 22nd. Cost 
is $20 for four sessions. Please make 
all checks payable to “The Friends 
of the Albertson Memorial Library.” 
Sessions are appropriate for indi-
viduals aged 18 and above. A liabil-
ity waiver must be filled out. You 
will need to bring a yoga mat. The 
instructor will only have a limited 
number of mats available for bor-
rowing. Make sure to drop by and 
register today before all the spots 
are taken!

Creative Capers, our ultimate 
adult craft bash, is taking a break 
over the busy summer months. 
Fear not, because the party crafts its 
comeback in September! Mark your 
calendars and prepare for the crafty 
chaos to resume! 

Please follow us on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/Alb-
ertsonMemorialLibrary, Instagram 
https://www.instagram.com/al-
bertsonmemoriallibrary or check 
out our calendar of events on our 
website at https://www.albertson-
library.org for additional informa-
tion.

Pontoon Boat Rides during 
Covered Bridge Days

Decatur Lake and Mill Race Association (DLMRA) is pleased to announce 
the continuation of their leisurely pontoon boat rides on the historic Brod-
head Mill Race during Covered Bridge Days.

Rides will be available on Satur-
day, August 8, only from 10 a.m.-4 
p.m. Prices: $8 age 13 and up, $5 
ages four-12 and free for infants-
three. Four pontoon boats will 
provide rides all day long on a first 
come first served basis. Located at 
the “tailrace” below the Brodhead 
water tower. Limited parking—but 
an easy  walk from the square. The 
boat ride goes the full three-mile 
length of the Mill Race and back, 
passing under three bridges includ-
ing the exciting “extra low” County 
F bridge, taking approximately 40 
minutes. New this year will be chil-
dren’s activities onboard and the 
usual “looking for turtles.”

Fun for all ages. Funds support 
the projects of DLMRA to improve 
the quality of your outdoor water 
activities in the Brodhead area. 
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Advertising Deadline:
Friday, 5 p.m.

Local & Area Services
CONSIGNY LAW FIRM, S.C.

Mark Schroeder Mike Faust

Brodhead Location
1030 1st Center Avenue

608-897-2116

Web site
http://www.janesvillelaw.com

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
A limited Liability Organization

Daniel Fabrizius

Web site
http://www.janesvillelaw.com

Brodhead Location

WHOLESALE & RETAIL LIMESTONE
3/4”, 1 1/2”, 3” Breaker Rock

608-87 9-2623 • 608-289-2891(Cell)

Ryan Farm 
Quarries

608-879-4089

Brodhead, WI

SIDING & WINDOWS
•Tear Offs 
•New Roofs 
•Licensed & Insured

•Shingles 
•Rubber 
•Steel 

•Residential
•Commercial
•Barns

608-897-4547 • www.doddroofi ng.net

608-897-4700 • Brodhead608-897-4700 • Brodhead
For professional oil or gas burner service call us.

New Installation, Service & Repairs
We service all makes and models of furnaces & air conditioners!

HEATING AND COOLING
OLINOLIN

Herschberger Tree Service
We specialize in

• Removing Yard Trees
• Building Sites

• Food Plots
Fully insured 608-472-1252

Dr. Dan Branson DDS
702 23rd St. • Brodhead, WI 53520

608-897-8645
dentist.brodhead@outlook.com • www.brodheaddental.com

Mon, Tues & Wed 8 am-5 pm • Thurs 8 am-3 pm

Co-Grand Champion: #627 
Emmi Roth, Emmi Roth USA, Roth 
Grand Cru Reserve Cheese Wheel 
99.80; #567 Matt Henze, Decatur 
Dairy, Inc, White Curd 99.75.

Brick—LOT 402: 564 Matt 
Henze, Decatur Dairy, Inc., Brick 
Cheese—score 99.45, place sec-
ond, total pounds 5, price per 
pound or unit $300, total $1,500, 
bidder—Ace Chemical. LOT 403: 
564 Matt Henze, Decatur Dairy, 
Inc., Brick Cheese—score 99.45, 
place second, total pounds 5, 
price per pound or unit $450, total 
$2,250, bidder—Green County Ag 
Chest; LOT 404: 574 Steve Stettler, 
Decatur Dairy, Inc., Brick—score 
99.40, place third, total pounds 5, 
price per pound or unit $500, total 
$2,500, bidder—Precision Drive & 
Control; LOT 405: 574 Steve Stettler, 
Decatur Dairy, Inc., Brick—score 
99.40, place third, total pounds 5, 
price per pound or unit $500, total 
$2,500, bidder—Woodford State 
Bank.

Muenster—LOT 501: 575 Steve 
Stettler, Decatur Dairy, Inc., Muen-
ster—score 99.45, place first, total 
pounds 6.5, price per pound or unit 
$330, total $2,145, bidder—The 
Bank of New Glarus; LOT 502: 575 
Steve Stettler, Decatur Dairy, Inc. 
Muenster score 99.45, place first, 
total pounds 6.5, price per pound or 
unit $375, total $2,437.50, bidder—
Regez Supply Co, Inc.; LOT 503: 565 
Matt Henze, Decatur Dairy, Inc., 
Muenster—score 99.38, place sec-
ond, total pounds 6.5, price per 
pound or unit $525, total $3,412.5, 
bidder—Ruchti Stainless Inc.; LOT 
504: 565 Matt Henze, Decatur Dairy, 
Inc., Muenster—score 99.38, place 
second, total pounds 6.5, price per 
pound or unit $400, total $2,600, 
bidder—Green County Ag Chest.

Fresh Cheese Curd—LOT 801: 
567 Matt Henze, Decatur Dairy, 

2026 Green County Fair 
Cheese Auction Results

Inc., White Curd—score 99.75, 
place first, total pounds lot of 5 bags, 
price per pound or unit $3,100, total 
$3,100, bidder—The Bank of New 
Glarus.

Fresh Cheese Curd—LOT 802: 
567 Matt Henze, Decatur Dairy, 
Inc. White Curd score 99.75, place 
first, total pounds lot of 5 bags, 
price per pound or unit $3,400, 
total $3,400, bidder—Regez Sup-
ply Co, Inc.; LOT 803: 585 Decatur 
Cheesemaker Team, Decatur Dairy, 
Inc., White Cheese Curd—score 
99.60, place second, total pounds 
lot of 5 bags, price per pound or unit 
$1,400, total $1,400, bidder—Pre-
cision Drive & Control; LOT 804: 
585 Decatur Cheesemaker Team, 
Decatur Dairy, Inc., White Cheese 
Curd—score 99.60, place second, 
total pounds lot of 5 bags, price per 
pound or unit $1,200, total $1,200, 
bidder—Washington Implement 
Co, Inc.; LOT 805: 577 Steve Stettler, 
Decatur Dairy, Inc., White Cheese 
Curd—score 99.35, place third, to-
tal pounds lot of 5 bags, price per 
pound or unit $1,400, total $1,400, 
bidder—Ace Chemical; LOT 806: 
577 Steve Stettler, Decatur Dairy, 
Inc., White Cheese Curd—score 
99.35, place third, total pounds lot 
of 5 bags, price per pound or unit 
$1,500, total $1,500, bidder—Preci-
sion Drive & Control.

Flavored Natural Cheese—LOT 
1001: 587 Decatur Cheesemaker 
Team, Decatur Dairy, Inc., Havarti 
with Dill—score 99.18, place first, 
total pounds 3.75, price per pound 
or unit $300, total $1,125, bidder—
R. Mueller Service & Equipment Co.; 
LOT 1002: 587 Decatur Cheesemak-
er Team, Decatur Dairy, Inc., Havar-
ti with Dill—score 99.18, place first, 
total pounds 3.75, price per pound 
or unit $225, total 843.75, bidder—
Spring Grove Dairy.

208 1st Center Ave
Brodhead, WI 53520

Call or Stop By
Call or Stop By

TODAY!
TODAY!

Certified Technicians • Expert Color Matching • Insurance Work Specialists
Computerized Frame Repair • Lifetime Guarantee on Repairs

FREE Loaner Car
with Repairs!

2026 Green 
County 

Herdsmanship 
Competition 

Results
Results for the 2026 Green Coun-

ty Fair Herdsmanship Competi-
tion have been officially calculated 
and announced. The Herdsman-
ship awards ceremony took place 
on Sunday, July 19th at noon in the 
Green County FS, Farm Bureau, 
and Rural Mutual Stock Pavilion. 

The Herdsmanship contest em-
phasizes animal care, barn cleanli-
ness, sportsmanship, and overall 
exhibit presentation throughout 
the fair. Participating 4-H clubs 
and FFA chapters designated adult 
project leaders and youth evalua-
tors to score other clubs/chapters 
in their assigned species categories. 
For Dairy and Swine, scoring was 
split into Large and Small Herd di-
visions, with large and small groups 
cross-evaluating each other.

Clubs were able to earn bonus 
points toward their overall aver-
age score by submitting scorecards 
on their assigned day by 7 p.m. (+3 
points) and by achieving 75% or 
higher club member participation 
in the Premier Exhibitor Contest (+5 
points per species). 

Certificates were awarded to 
the top two (2) clubs in each spe-
cies category, and cash prizes for 
first and second place will be sent 
out at a later date. Clubs earning 
an overall average score of 75 or 
higher received ice cream coupons. 
Although Poultry did not have a for-
mal Herdsmanship score, poultry 
exhibitors participated in the Pre-
mier Exhibitor Contest were also 
awarded ice cream coupons spon-
sored by the Green County Dairy 
Youth Auction.

Extension Green County and the 
youth livestock programs would 
like to extend special thanks to the 
generous 2026 Herdsmanship Part-
ners: Beast Buffet, Carter and Gru-
enewald Co Inc, Clarence F. Asmus 
Memorial, Don and Bonnie Barker 
Family, Honey Creek Feed Mill, 
Pleasant Grain LLC, Tom and Rose 
Durtschi, and Voegeli Farms. 

Herdsmanship Award Winners 
2026

Dairy—Small Herd: first—
Monroe FFA; second—Black Hawk 
FFA.

Dairy—Large Herd: first—
Cheese Country Clovers 4-H; sec-
ond—Juda Jolly Juniors 4-H.

Swine—Small Herd: first—
Cheese Country Clovers 4-H; sec-
ond—Browntown Busy Beavers 
4-H.

Swine—Large Herd: first—Juda 
Jolly Juniors 4-H; second—Decatur 
4-H.

Beef: first—Young Americans 
4-H; second—Juda Jolly Juniors 
4-H.

Goats: first—Browntown Busy 
Beavers 4-H; second—Clarno 4-H.

Sheep: first—Cheese Country 
Clovers 4-H; second—Decatur 
4-H.

Rabbits: first—Cheese Country 
Clovers 4-H; second—Browntown 
Busy Beavers 4-H.

For more information about the 
Herdsmanship Competition, please 
contact: Ellen Andrews, 4-H Youth 
Development Educator at 608-328-
9440. 

608-897-4797
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Helping
make

Brodhead
a place

to call home.

FREE PRESS CLASSIFIEDS
Services

JACK OF ALL TRADES.US
Handyman repairs. Honey-do-list. 
Call 608-897-2410. 	        (tf)

First crop small squares grass 
hay, $4/bale located near Attica. 
Wayne Albertson, 608-558-9293.
	  (08/05)

Hay Sale

Tuesday, July 28th ~ Sunday, August 2nd
THE ROCK COUNTY FAIR

Come Enjoy Come Enjoy 

HULL HARDWOOD FLOORING

Call For Free Estimates At...
608-558-6570 • 608-558-1960 • 608-214-6570

Covering Brodhead & Surrounding Area
Family Owned!

Good Luck to all our 
Local 4-H and 

Fair Participants!From

• Custom Hardwood Floors
• New Floors Installed
• Custom Sanding & Finishing of New & Old Floors

Real 3/4” Hardwood 
Flooring, 

NOT a thin laminate!
W1668 Hwy. F

Brodhead 
608-897-8661

Mon.-Sat. 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

Support your local
4-H Clubs 

and FFA at the Fair!

Support Your 
Local  4-H Group &
Local FFA Chapters

At The Fair!!

ACADEMICS

UW-MADISON 
ANNOUNCES SPRING 

2026 DEAN’S LIST
The University of Wisconsin-

Madison has recognized students 
named to the Dean’s List for the 
spring semester of the 2025-2026 
academic year.

Students who achieve at a high 
level academically are recognized 
by the dean of their school or col-
lege at the close of each semester. To 
be eligible for the Dean’s List, stu-
dents must complete a minimum 
of 12 graded degree credits in that 
semester. Each university school or 
college sets its own GPA require-
ments for students to be eligible to 
receive the distinction.

Students who have received this 
honor include: Christopher Brown, 
College of Letters and Science, 
Dean›s List and  Kelsey Deegan, 
School of Nursing, Dean›s Honor 
List, both of Albany; and Sage Eck-
ard-Lee, College of Letters and Sci-
ence, Dean’s List; Skylar Gretebeck, 
School of Education, Dean’s List; 
Abigail Mills, School of Business, 
Dean’s List; and  Emma Nelson, 
College of Letters and Science, 
Dean›s List, all of Brodhead.

UW-MADISON 
ANNOUNCES SPRING 

2026 GRADUATES
More than 9,100 students, includ-

ing students from your area, earned 
degrees from the University of Wis-
consin-Madison in May 2026. The 
university held its Spring 2026 Com-
mencement ceremony for doctoral, 
MFA, and medical professional can-
didates at the Kohl Center on Friday, 
May 8 and its ceremony for under-
graduate, law, and other Master’s 
degree candidates at Camp Randall 
Stadium on Saturday, May 9.

  Local degree recipients 
include:  Max Higgins—College 
of Letters and Science,Bachelor 
of Arts, Psychology, Payton Wach-
holz—School of Human Ecology, 
Bachelor of Science-Consumer Be-
havior and Marketplace Studies, 
Consumer Behavior and Market-
place Studies, and Kaiya Zurfluh—
College of Letters and Science, 
Bachelor of Science, Legal Studies, 
Political Science, all of Albany; and 
Cora Purdue—Law School, Doctor 
of Law (Juris Doctor), Law, of Brod-
head.

Golf Outing 
Thank you

The Brodhead Athletic Depart-
ment would like to thank all the golf-
ers that participated in this year’s 
golf outing. This year they had 36 
foursomes participate. The money 
raised will go towards live streaming 
software, uniforms, equipment, and 
other miscellaneous expenses that 
may come up. Without this golf out-
ing the Brodhead Athletic Depart-
ment and its kids would truly suffer. 
Mark your calendars for next years’ 
event on Saturday, July 31, 2027.

The Brodhead Athletic Depart-
ment would like to also thank the 
following sponsors for their dona-
tions and for making the 26th An-
nual Brodhead Athletics Golf Ben-
efit a huge success! 

Evansville Golf Course, Derik 
Doescher, Matt and Sabrina Meich-
try, Amanda Braun, Bank of New 
Glarus, RBS Activewear, Mitchell 
Covert—Exit Professional Realty, 
BNG Investment Services—Joe 
Palombi, DL Newcomer Funeral 
Home, Buckshot General Contract-
ing, Computer Know How, Spring 
Grove Dairy, Tastee Crème, Jeremy 
Pinnow and Associates, QS Con-
struction—Quinn Scheidegger, 

Campbell’s Piggly Wiggly—Justin 
Campbell, Cardinal Chiropractic, 
Arn Family Wealth—Jared Arn, 
Bri Larsen Photography, Orford-
ville Lumber/Ace Hardware, Lanz 
Furnace and Fireplace, Grande 
Cheese, Steve and Ginny McNeal, 
Adam and Ashliegh Ferger, Kuhn 
North America, Inc., Brodhead Li-
ons Club, Brodhead Family Chiro-
practic, Lamar Advertising—Adam 
Scheidegger, Symdon Chevro-
let—Evansville, Briggs Heating and 
Cooling, American Family Insur-
ance—Justin Schott, Bridges Bar 
and Grill, David and Kirsten Novy, 
Lenny and Tracy Lueck, John Oli-
ver, Doug and Janice Knight, Sugar 
River Bank, Makos Woodworking, 
Kamdawg Lawncare,

BSN Sporting Goods, Bank of 
Brodhead, Pepsi—Ryan Helges-
tad, Terrascape Landscaping, Bad-
ger Sporting Goods—Jeff Howard, 
Monroe Engraving, Inc., Bullwin-
kle’s Coffee and More, Trabeck Cus-
tom Creations, Kammerer Family, 
Derek and Leanne Richmond Fam-
ily, Tom and Diane Esser, Villa PIz-
za-Ignazio Mazzarese, Brodhead 
Mini Storage, Juda’s Hat Trick, No 
Knot-Sense, Decatur Dairy, Yellow-
stone Golf Course, Joleen Oren and 
Brodhead Coaching Staff.

Master’s Champions:  Jim Matthys, Steve McNeal, and 
Gary Larsen (Missing: Bill Prochnow)

Women’s Champions:  Karin Duffield, Tracy Petersen, 
Meg Duffield, and Courtney Kalwitz

Men’s Champions:  Michael Saunders, Jeff Holmstrom, 
Erik Holmstrom, and Gary Saunders

Co-ed Champions:  Nick Elmer, Danielle Elmer, Ashley 
Joyal, and Jake Joyal

Classifieds: $6 for 20 words
(10 cents per word, 

thereafter)
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Step back in time on Sunday, Au-
gust 9, 2026, when the 1st Brigade 
Band performs during Brodhead’s 
Covered Bridge Days as Brodhead 
Historical Society continues its cele-
bration of America’s 250th birthday. 
This unique, Civil War-era band will 
perform during the Ecumenical 
Church Service at 10 a.m. and again 
at a concert from 2–3:30 p.m., both 
in Veterans Park. These events are 
being facilitated by Brodhead His-
torical Society. 

This year’s performance is made 
possible by the generosity of Mary 
Odell, a member of Brodhead’s Put-
nam family. Mary is a retired Social 
Studies teacher who worked in the 
Monroe school district. She is also 
quite the railroad enthusiast. Mary’s 
relatives were prominent forward-
thinking Brodhead business own-
ers and citizens. Her grandfather 
Matt Putnam owned and operated 
a butcher shop. Her great-uncle 
Henry Clay Putnam was a Mayor of 
Brodhead, and a WI State Assem-
blyman and Senator. The Putnam 
family donated to the City of Brod-
head the land for Putnam Park, and 
the building that now houses the 
Senior Center on the West side of 
the Square.

The 1st Brigade Band began in 

1st Brigade Band
to perform during 

Covered Bridge Days
Brodhead. Jon Condon is the con-
ductor, his wife, Susan, plays flute 
and son, Doug Condon plays Eb 
cornet and doubles as the band’s 
manager. Elsa Condon, daughter 
of Spring Grove residents Barb and 
Fred Arnold, plays Eb bass.

The original band in 1864 includ-
ed 18 men from the Brodhead Brass 
Band, who enlisted in the Union 
Army as the band of the 1st Brigade, 
3d Division, 15th Army Corps. They 
left their rural homes to participate 
under the command of General 
William T. Sherman in the cam-
paigns of Northern Georgia and the 
Carolinas. The “Tradition of Excel-
lence” that these men established, 
more than 130 years ago lives on 
today with the members of the  1st 
Brigade Band.

History comes alive as members 
play period brass band music on 
antique instruments while attired in 
uniforms and gowns circa the Civil 
War. The entire collection of 240 
instruments, all made before 1865, 
and their collection of sheet music 
of the civil war era, numbering 690 
titles help in the nostalgic portrayal 
of the atmosphere of days gone by.

While the abundant written 
and pictorial materials remain of 
this era, the mellow sounds of the 
brass bands of the 1860’s were lost 
until the 1st Brigade Band, starting 
in 1964, began to locate and restore 
the dented and broken instruments 
and to retrieve and reconstruct the 
yellowed and torn music. Through 
their work you can now hear what 
Presidents Lincoln and Davis, Gen-
erals Lee and Grant, and their con-
temporaries heard. 

Covered Bridge Day events will 
conclude with the Brodhead Com-
munity Band performance at 6 
p.m. in Veterans Park. Bring a chair, 
come enjoy these 1st Brigade Band 
events and our community band. 

Wildflower 
Walk at the 

Covered 
Bridge 

Sunday, 
August 9

By Paul Roemer
Find a native plant with elephant 

ears and an insect that looks like a 
baby elephant at the 2026 “Wild-
flower Walk at the Covered Bridge”. 
Learn how prairie plants remain 
green during a drought. Find out 
how to establish a native prairie 
garden on your property. This easy 
“Wildflower Walk” will take place 
from 8:30 to 9:30 a.m., on Sunday, 
August 9 at Putnam Park in Brod-
head. Using “Wildflower Bingo,” 
they will identify some of the many 
native perennial plants growing in 
Putnam Park and in native prai-
rie gardens around Brodhead. The 
native Wisconsin prairie plants at 
Putnam Park were planted in 2014 
by the 2021 Brodhead High School 
graduates. All ages are invited to 
enjoy seeing and learning about 
the native plants by the Pearl Island 
Covered Bridge at Putnam Park in 
Brodhead Sunday, August 9 during 
Covered Bridge Days. 

Elephant Ears Plant sends its “high rise” flower heads 
up near the Pearl Island Covered Bridge at Putnam 
Park.

Brodhead’s 
hometown 
resident

Bryson R. Powell, a 20-year 
hometown resident of Brodhead, 
has graduated from the Infantry 11B 
United States Military-Army Branch 
training at Fort Benning, Georgia.

Over the last 18 hard-core weeks, 
Bryson demonstrated determina-
tion, discipline, endurance and 
unwavering commitment as he 

completed and graduated from the 
Army’s most demanding training 
programs. Through long sleepless 
nights in the field, challenging ex-
ercises with several rucks, including 
16, 12, 10, and four miles with over 
75 pounds on his back along with 
many other trainings.

Bryson received the “Expert” 
Marksmanship Qualification Badge, 
reflecting his proficiency with his 
weapon. He also received full grad-
uate diploma from Fort Benning 
(Fort Moore) in Columbus, Georgia, 
School of Excellence. He accepted 
every challenge placed before him 
and persevered to the very end; all 
stared, but not all finished.

He graduated Thursday, July 
16, with all of his family cheering 
him on in Georgia. Bryson left Fort 
Benning on Friday, July 17, to begin 
his career at Joint-Base Lewis-Mc-
Chord, Washington State.

We thank Bryson for answering 
the call to serve our nation with 
honor, courage and selfless service.

The family would also like to ask 
prayers for Bryson’s protection and 
God’s divine guidance upon his 
path and all other men and women 
serving selflessly to defend our U.S. 
of America from the enemies who 
seek to destroy.

The Amish Community hosted their  annual Clearview School auction this past 
weekend bringing people from all over the state and beyond. Funds raised help 
support their local school.

State Line Play Boys provided the entertainment with 
their repertoire of music to a large crowd on a very night 
evening. (Free Press photos by Teresa Earleywine)

Nancy Sutherland has been the coordinator for 30 years for the Sunday night Twilight 
in the Park series. She is passing that volunteer leadership role to Becky and Keith 
Cleasby and James Carter, Jr.  We thank Nancy (and Gary) for helping make this 
event available for so many years. 


