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ABOV- Session 11, The Church’s Beginnings  
 
Promised Holy Spirit 

Jesus: “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” Acts 1:8 

 

Ascension & Promise 

3 After his suffering, he presented himself to them and gave many convincing proofs that he 
was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of 
God.  

9After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their 
sight. 10 …when suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them.  

11 “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, 
who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen 
him go into heaven.” Acts 1:3, 9-11 

 

Peter’s First Sermon 
 
36 “Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, 
both Lord and Messiah.” … 
 
38 Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for 
the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 The promise is 
for you and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will 
call.”… 
 
41 Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to 
their number that day. Acts 2:36,38,39,41 
 
 
Peter Continues Preaching 
 
The religious leaders arrest Peter and John (Acts 4:3) 
 
Peter to religious leaders: 12“Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name 
under heaven given to mankind by which we must be saved.”  13 When they saw the courage 
of Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled, ordinary men, they were 
astonished and they took note that these men had been with Jesus.  Acts 4:12-13 
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18 Then they called them in again and commanded them not to speak or teach at all in the 
name of Jesus. Acts 4:18 
 
Peter: “We must obey God rather than human beings!”  Acts 5:29 
 
 
 
Stephen First Christian Martyr 

Stephen: “You stiff-necked people! Your hearts and ears are still uncircumcised. You are just 
like your ancestors: You always resist the Holy Spirit!  Acts 7:51  
 
But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God. Acts 7:55 
 
 
 
Gospel Goes Forth Regionally 

The Spirit told Philip, “Go to that chariot and stay near it.”  Acts 8:29 

34 The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about, himself or 
someone else?” 35 Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the 
good news about Jesus. Acts 8:34-35 

 

Paul’s Conversion 
 
3 As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around 
him. 4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute 
me?” 
 
5 “Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked. 
 
“I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he replied. 6 “Now get up and go into the city, and 
you will be told what you must do.” Acts 9:3-6 
 
 
 
Paul’s Mission 
 
The Lord to Ananias: 15“Go! This man is my chosen instrument to proclaim my name to the 
Gentiles and their kings and to the people of Israel. 16 I will show him how much he must 
suffer for my name.” Acts 9:15-16 
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Ananias: “Brother Saul, the Lord—Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you were 
coming here—has sent me so that you may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” Acts 

9:17 
 
 

 
Gospel For All People  
 
Peter: 34I now realize how true it is that God does not show favoritism 35 but accepts from 
every nation the one who fears him and does what is right. Acts 10:34,35 
 
Jewish believers:  When they heard this, they had no further objections and praised God, 
saying, “So then, even to Gentiles God has granted repentance that leads to life.” Acts 11:18 

 
 

 
Conflict on Salvation 
 
 
Believing Pharisees: “The Gentiles must be circumcised and required to keep the law of 
Moses.”  Acts 15:5 
 
Peter: 8 “God, who knows the heart, showed that he accepted them by giving the Holy Spirit 
to them, just as he did to us.  9 He did not discriminate between us and them, for he purified 
their hearts by faith. 10 Now then, why do you try to test God by putting on the necks of 
Gentiles a yoke that neither we nor our ancestors have been able to bear? 11 No! We believe 
it is through the grace of our Lord Jesus that we are saved, just as they are.” Acts 15: 8-11 
 
James: 19 “It is my judgment, therefore, that we should not make it difficult for the Gentiles 
who are turning to God...” Acts 15:19 
 
 
 
 


