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Dear Friends,

About Us
How did Heads Up!
Hartford get its name?
In 2003, the first year of
camp , Denny Moon,
Basil Mahoney, Macy
Reid, Al Williams, and
Al’s pastor at the time
were contemplating what
to name the
camp. Denny blurted
out “Heads Up!
Hartford” and all agreed
to use it as a working
title until something
better came along. In
the end, the name stuck
because of its multiple
meanings. A word of
encouragement: “Keep
your head up Hartford,
you’re good.” A warning:
“Look out, Hartford,
something is happening
here.” And a biblical
allusion to the passage:
“Lift your heads, O gates!
And be lifted up O
ancient doors, that the
king of glory may come
in.” (Psalm 24:7)

This summer we celebrated the 14th summer of Heads Up!
Hartford (HUH!), held on June 22-29, 2017. Heads Up!
Hartford is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization that operates
a week long summer service camp (with touch points
throughout the year) uniting urban and suburban youth to
improve Hartford area communities. Our three-part
mission is to:
•Promote diversity
•Develop collaborative leaders, and
•Provide community service to Hartford and its
surrounding communities.
Encouraging community service at a young age fosters
ongoing community engagement as an adult and enables
thriving communities. Studies show that to create positive,
sustainable change in our complex world, we need
collaborative leaders who value diversity, inclusion, and
teamwork.
This year, we shared our camp experience with 61 campers,
22 full-time volunteers, and many more part-time
volunteers. Together we donated over 3000 hours of
service to local organizations.

The Youth Advisory Board, comprised of experienced
campers, took on a much bigger role in both planning for
and running camp. They created the Sunday ecumenical
worship service, ran an evening program, took on strong
leadership roles within their teams, and showed everyone
the value of a youth led camp.
Faithfully,
The HUH Operations Committee

Worksites
Our Community
Work Partners
are located in
and around the
Hartford, CT
area. At these
sites, we give
back to the
community
through direct
service during
camp week.

Our 2017 work partners included…
 ABC House, Glastonbury
 Asylum Hill Child Care Center
 Charities of Hope, Hartford
 Chrysalis Center, Hartford
 Church of the Good Shepherd Soup
Kitchen
 Connectikids, Hartford
 CRT Early Care and Education, Multiple
Sites
 Family Life Education, Hartford
 FoodShare
 Friendship House Soup Kitchen
 Immanuel House
 Meadowbrook of Granby
 Metacomet and Higley Village
 Place of Grace Food Pantry
 Village for Children and Families
preschool
 West Hartford Fellowship House

Speakers:
 Kala Noon – refugee from Burma
 Teens and principal from the American
School for the Deaf

Activities
Mixed in with a lot
of hard work, we
participate in a
variety of activities
that foster team
building, educate
about diversity,
and enhance the
skills of future
leaders. These
take place at our
residential site of
St. Thomas
Seminary in
Bloomfield, CT as
well as throughout
the Hartford area.

Activities:
 Riverfront Team Building day
 Sunday Worship
 Bench Build for local charities
 Field Day
 Hoops Tournament
 Talent Show
 Silent Service
 Park Day




Partnering
Youth
Organizations
Heads Up! Hartford
is a partnership of
church and youth
organizations who
agree to support our
efforts by sending
their youth to camp.
They also support us
through the work of
volunteer adults who
help run the camp in
a variety of ways: as
advisors, operations
committee members,
daily monitors or
members of the
board. Partners also
contribute financially
to HUH efforts. We
thank them deeply for
without them, we
would not exist.














Breakthrough Magnet School, Hartford
Buckingham Congregational Church,
Glastonbury
East Granby Congregational Church, East
Granby
First Calvary Baptist, Hartford
First Church of Christ, Glastonbury
Grace Worship Center, Hartford
North United Methodist Church,
Hartford
St. James Episcopal Church, Glastonbury
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, South
Glastonbury
South Congregational Church, Granby
Trinity Episcopal Church, Collinsville
Trinity Episcopal Church, Hartford
Trinity Episcopal Church, Newtown
Two Rivers Magnet School, Hartford

The Macy
Reid
Award
2017
Awardees:
Jack Impronto
Mikayla Morosky
Victoria Johnson
Jack Buck
Qiarra Weir
Justin Ude
Ben Chandy
Vivian Krause
Robbie Borderi

Again this year, we distributed awards in memory of Macy
Reid, one of the founders of HUH. Macy passed during the
summer of 2007. In her honor, we recognized 8 students who
displayed:
-A deep faith in God. Macy trusted the Spirit to show up
even when it looked like things wouldn't work out.
-A passion for compassion. Macy lived her life to help
others.
-A sense of humor, even in tough times. When HUH!
was hanging on by a string, Macy could crack a joke and see
the absurdity of it all.
-A strong sense of justice. Macy could not tolerate
oppression and unfairness and had no problem getting angry
over them.
-A willingness to work very hard toward a shared
goal. Macy worked long hours helping to create Heads Up!
Hartford from thin air.

Volunteers
In addition to those listed below, more than 30 more volunteers
donated their time in a wide variety of roles that included : part-time
counselors, tool managers, front desk coordinators, carpenters, slide –
show creators, photographers, referees,
afternoon supervision, check-in and check-out assistants,
transportation coordinators, and numerous other roles that contribute
to the magic that is HUH!

Director:
Assistant Director:
Nurses:
Spiritual Director:

Full Time Staff:
Andrew Aramini
Brian Barnett
Theresa Buckley- Murawski
Briannon Chester
Patti Cole
Rachel Conte
Dominic DiTomasso
Fred Dudley
Jillian Edwards
Stephen Francis

Nolan Dionne
Anna Tansi
Helen Rice
Cheryl Jacques Turner
Rev. Dawn Karlson
Rev. Linda Spiers

Sam Giguere
Donald Hamer
Dawn Karlson
Rowena Kemp
Patrick King
Jim Pestana
Linda Spiers
Sue Vogelman
Gayle Wilcox
Shelby Demke

Operations Committee
This group works year round to plan and execute every
portion of camp, as well as carry out two Youth
Advisory Board (YAB) workshop weekends, as well as
two or three Super Youth Groups. The members of the
operations committee spend hours and hours of
volunteer work that comes from the heart.

Nolan Dionne - Camp Director, Music Director
Anna Tansi – Assistant Director, Staff Training Coordinator
Cheryl Turner -- Camp Nurse
Gayle Wilcox - Volunteer Coordinator, YAB Advisor, Staff
Training Coordinator
Jim Pestana - Finance Coordinator, YAB Advisor, Technical
Advisor
The Rev. Linda Spiers - Evening Events Coordinator, Staff
Training Coordinator
Fred Dudley - Church Rep Coordinator, Survey Master,
Outreach Coordinator
Patti Cole - Coordinator For Work Sites, Wood Project, Food
Collection
Shelby Demke – Registration Coordinator
Rev. Rowena Kemp, Shelby Demke, Rev. Dawn Karlson, Latoya
Watson, Briannon Chester, Theresa Murawski – Ops Team
Members

Board of Directors
Heads Up! Hartford is guided by a board of directors made up of individuals
who believe that we are stronger together and are dedicated to the continued
success of the organization, including a President, Vice President, Secretary
and Treasurer. The Board is responsible for financial oversight and funding
of the camp, as well as recruitment of the Operations Committee. Our longer
term goal is to enable the expansion of programs in our own Hartford area
communities and possibly beyond. To achieve these ends, the board plans to
continue to review and increase BOD membership, create an Annual Fund
Raising event, and continue key committee initiatives.

Adah Dionne, President
Dennis Scarpa, Vice President
Basil Mahoney, Treasurer
Taylor Coon, Secretary
Nolan Dionne, Camp Director
Anna Tansi, Assistant Camp Director
Tyron Harris, Member At Large
Trish Guglielmo, Member at Large
Rev. Linda Spiers, Member At Large
Gayle Wilcox, Member At Large
Mr. John Reid, Legal Consultant
Rev. Denny Moon, Founder

In 2005, the Board was formed and HUH! became a registered 501c3 charity under the
guidance of founder Rev. Denny Moon. In 2008, the board was restructured and since
then it continues to take a more strategic and future-focused approach that will enable
HUH ! to thrive now and grow and expand. We began our current efforts with a formal
review of the role of a non-profit board of directors, and took inventory of our existing
infrastructure, strengths and opportunities. In the years since the new board began, we
have made great strides to enable HUH to flourish now and in the future.

Financial Report
October 1, 2016 – September 30, 2017

Revenue
Camp Fees - Campers
Camp Fees Adults
Donations
Fundraising

$16,638
$2,980
$22,946
$4,769
$47,333

Expenditures
Food and Lodging
$37,496
Camp Activities, Supplies, Security
$6,424
Transportation
$3,200
Licensing, Fees, Legal, Insurance, Fundraising Expenses
$5,483
$52,603

Transportation
$3,200, 6%

Licensing,
Fees, Legal,
Insurance,
Fundraising
Expenses,
$5,483, 11%

Fundraising,
$4,769, 10%

Camp
Activities,
Supplies,
Security,
$6,424, 12%

Camp Fees Campers,
$16,638, 35%
Food and
Lodging,
$37,496, 71%

Donations,
$22,946, 49%

Camp Fees Adults,
$2,980, 6%

What Campers Say About Their
HUH Experience
HUH is a week of my year when I can completely let go of everything else that’s going
on, good or bad. It seems like once you get to HUH you have entered a whole new
world where you are completely free to be whoever you want to be. HUH is a place
when I know I will always have friends because even after 2 years of not serving or
talking to each other, you are best friends with all the same people. It seems like
when you’re at HUH you form relationships with people that otherwise might take
months to form.
Shannon Downey
HUH means to be understood and to be part of something greater than myself. Being
able to have a positive impact on someone’s life is so refreshing and fulfilling. Being
at HUH lets me be able to express both my energy and gratitude amongst mentors,
friends and those in need. Being able to make so many friends and have so many
more new experiences to learn from is what keeps bringing me back. It is so nice to
build strong relationships and share pivotal experiences with close friends.
I haven’t been the best with people, and my social and communication skills haven’t
always been some I am super confident in. Being part of the Youth Advisory Board at
HUH helps me to understand not only how to listen and talk to people with fluency
and purpose, but more importantly, how to lead them when a leader is needed.
Jonathan Ude
--

See you at Camp next year: June 21 - June 28, 2018!

