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ITS A GIRL!!!

Darlene was born at 4:51am on May 17, 2001.
She is our first birth in the clinic.

There was no silver spoon anywhere to be found but thanks
to your support and our presence on the mountain there is
hope for a crown of gold. On Sunday afternoon her father
came to the clinic and asked if we could see his wife. He
said she was very big and was crying a lot. He had a scared
look in his eyes. I was apprehensive because of all the
cases of pre eclampsia we had just dealt with, but told him
to bring her to the clinic. Seconds after I placed my hand
on her tummy I felt the contraction begin. I looked at my
watch and waited but not very long. The next contraction
came in five minutes. I smiled at the dad-to-be and told
him “baby come”. He gave me a look like I had just confirmed his worst fear. The picture was becoming more clear
by the moment. A young couple, first baby, no family to
turn to for help. They asked if they could have the baby at
the clinic. We made her a bed and gave him a chair. He
wanted to leave and return when it was all over. We said,
“NO! If you go, she goes”. We figured it was time for dad to
get involved. It was going to be a long night so we left him
with instructions to knock on the door that separates the

clinic from the rest of the building. At 4 a.m. we heard the knocking - her water had broken. I felt sorry for the dad, his eyes were
bulging so big I didn’t think he could have blinked if he tried.
As I look back, I can’t help but think about Jesus second coming, there were some definite similarities. At six p.m. we knew
the baby was coming soon. At 4 a.m. we knew the baby was
coming VERY SOON. At 4:50 there was every indication the
baby would arrive at any moment and yet, one minute later as I
called for the aspirator, embilical cord clamps, scalpel, clean cloth
and finally a clean blanket it seemed as though we were caught
unprepared. Everything worked out fine. One thing for sure, if
or when there is another opportunity to share in the miracle of
childbirth I will be prepared. We need to spread the urgent message that when Jesus returns, “Be Prepared, there won’t be a
second chance!”
I want to thank Theresa, Tara, Audra, Jennifer and my son Paul
for the extra five pairs of hands that helped to bring Darlene into
this world. I could not have done it without them.
Darlene and mom came by a week later to say thank you and to
let us know that they were doing fine.

From left to right: Theresa Roff, holding Magdela. This is a John Curry photo. I will
tell you more about John later, the picture speaks for itself. Tara Clark, holding
Darlene. Audra Hatch sweeping the roof prior to applying a seal coat. Jennifer
Mollencupp, who soon will be a great doctor, learned that she is a pretty good
welder too.
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The girls from Athens, GA. Above Dayna Yaksic, Elisabeth Curry and Joyce
Allen break rocks to fill holes in the roof blocks just before we begin pouring
the concrete roof on the school building. Sarah Vogel gets a lesson in Creole from Benitho. He had prepared a page of English words that he knew
and their Creole equivalant. Joyce mixes it up with the boys on the soccer
field. More John Curry photos, look closely at the soccer photo and you will
see that John caught both ball and boy in mid air. John sent me a disk
containing 54 breathtaking photos and just like every good photographer,
not a single picture of himself. Watch for the “John’s Corner” photo section
in future newsletters. I could not include all his photos in this letter but they
are too good not to share so I will include some in each future newsletter.
Seguin Christian School (SCC) is proving to be a great success in many
ways. Pictured at right are classmates. There are about 10 years in age
separating them but just a couple years in education. I must give Thomas
Saintus, the school administrator, credit for the school’s success. In June,
we reviewed the waiting list of families requesting that their children have an
opportunity to attend SCC. We considered the space available even with the
addition of six new classrooms and decided we could accomodate 50 more
students for the coming year. When we finished photographing and registering the children the total count was 196, an addition of 54 students. I
know there will be some more that Thomas will bring to me in August and
probably a few more that will be added throughout the year but I was very
pleased that the roll did not double as it had last year.
Now, I share with you the new blessing and challange. I have 64 unsponsored
children. The cost to provide for a student is just $25 per month. Photos of
three of those children are printed below.
Current sponsors should have just received new photos of their child and
most received a report card and a hand written letter from their student.
The first year students are not writing yet and did not get report cards.
Call or write me if you would like to get involved. You will be glad you did.

(2)

The church is packed with the current 140+
students. This would be considered extreme
overcrowding anywhere but here. The students are beginning to understand the privilege and opportunity that education is and
gladly accept the inconvenience of crowding
in exchange for the education. Our four dedicated teachers are doing a great job with the
children.
Flag day is a huge celebration day in Haiti.
All the students dress up and march. The
march is complicated so the groups practice
the steps for weeks in advance. The bright
yellow and green uniforms are fairly expensive by Haitian standards so I had several
boys that were willing to work hard for a whole
week to earn enough to buy their uniform.
They came by the clinic in the morning to
show off their uniforms and beamed as the
formation marched out of the school yard on
its way through the mountains to several
neighboring villages.
This John Curry photo,at right, captures the
entire mission site. The church in the foreground, the clinic, upper right and the first
section of the new school building. The second and third photo (mine) show first the beam
required to span the 20 feet across each classroom to hold up the roof and then the walls of
the second section almost finished so that they
too can be beamed and roofed. By the time
you are reading this, a team from Buchanan,
Michigan should be on site and putting the roof on the second
building. Hopefully, we will get a start on building #3 which
will be a second story on the first section. By using the roof
as a floor we save a tremendous amount on labor and materials since we don’t have to level any ground or pour any concrete.
We originally had three teams scheduled back to back from
July 28 - August 18 but ran into an unsurmountable obstacle
for weeks two and three. As we have learned, tens of thousands of Haitians are involved in a pilgramage back to their
homeland. There was not a single seat available on any flight
to Haiti from any U.S. or Canadian airport. In four years this
is the first time we have not been able to secure air transportation for a team. I will be marking my calendar and watching
more closely next August. For all of you planning a mission
trip with me to Haiti, I have already looked at the available
seating for Sept., Oct., Nov., and Dec. and there are lots of
seats and very good fares available.
I will be refunding all the contributions made on behalf of team
members scheduled for August trips, except for those team
members that are being rescheduled on later teams. Thank
you for supporting these volunteers, I hope they will get to go
in the future so you may get another chance to support them.
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David Garcia dedicates one year to Haiti and Farsight..
Every time someone comes on a mission trip I try to warn them that their life
will never be the same again. David Garcia came to the mountain, looked into
the eyes of the sick children and concerned mothers, felt their need and came
to the realization that he could make a difference there. One person allowing
God to lead can make a big difference. So he did the only thing he could do.
He did what the rich young ruler should have done. He sold his goods, quit his
job, and for the next year (at least) will be following in the footsteps of his Lord
and Savior. Dave brings with him all the necessary tools and skills to be a
successful missionary. He is thoughtful, creative, open minded, patient, and
resourceful. He is working now to raise his support for the next year. If you
want to help him, send your support to Farsight Christian Mission with his name
on the memo line.
I know Dave will be blessed in this work and I look forward to working with him.
Dave is planning to do a lot in the area of agriculture, erosion control, and also
teach English in the school. We have talked about starting a Bible study for
young men with the goal of developing future preachers and teachers.
Pictured here, clockwise from top left; Dave and a sick baby, Dave attending to
the medical needs of a family, the crowd of sick and needy pressing into the
doorway, a blind baby. I am searching for help with this child. If you feel
compelled to help this child and see if we can find a way to restore her sight I
welcome all the help I can get. The last picture was taken at the foot of the
waterfall above the village. Nathaniel Muller is enjoying the refreshing (almost
frigid) water along with Sarah, Theresa, Elisabeth, and David.
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For the past four years I have been printing pictures of energetic, happy, hardworking volunteers. I guess now is a good time
for the whole truth. Here is a picture of Nicki and Les Crooks after a long, hard day’s work. They spent two weeks on the
mountain. While Nicki was discovering just how much of her mother’s nursing skills she possessed, Les was busy applying
his skills in the areas of construction and landscaping.
At an elevation of 5,600 feet the air is thin so muscles fatigue twice as fast as they would where most of us live and work. The
summer air is wet. Many times a cloud passes through, not over but literally through, leaving people and everything else it
touches with a coating of cold dew. When everything is as
wet as it can get, it begins to rain. The entire mountain is
made of rock and red, slippery clay. There are no level
places so muddy water instantly begins to run in every direction. For a person at the church building when the rain
begins, trying to run up the hill is like trying to climb a greased
water slide.
I truly believe that Nicki saved one young man’s life. He
was brought in with a temperature of 104o and appeared
extremely dehydrated. She assessed the situation and took
charge. Soon the boy was in bed, a cold cloth on his head
and Advil in his system. Next she coaxed him to take sips
of Gatorade. In thirty minutes, his temperature was down
to 99o and he was able to hold the bottle himself and drink
A Letter From Teresa Murphy
the Gatorade.
Gatorade has been instrumental in the treatment and Hi Everyone!
recovery of about six children so far that have been I just wanted to say “Thank you” to all of you who have been
brought to the clinic in a critical dehydrated condition. so eager to lend me your support, both financially and in
Every medicine and every treatment works much prayer. The response has been beyond what I would have
better when applied along with massive doses of
ever expected. God is good to me, and to the people of
prayer.
Rounding out the summer’s work to date, Kelly Seguin.
Bontrager spent a week collecting data and pictures on I have begun my preparations for my move to Haiti, which is
all current and new students for the school. She has right around the corner! I have been stocking up on medical
been very busy all summer in the mission office getting books and reference materials, trying to be as prepared in
the school program more organized.Stephanie Stovall every subject of medicine that I can. Thanks to my close
also spent a week in July on the mountain. This is her friend Tracy, who just gave birth to a beautiful baby boy and
second trip with Farsight and I hope that it is just the allowed me to watch the whole process, I have even been
beginning of many annual trips to help with the work able to brush up on some skills I will need to deliver babies in
there.

Paul to begin SPORTS MISSION
work in Haiti
Paul Halstead has been an integral part of the work
of Farsight Christian Mission for the past four
years. He recruited many of our volunteers from
Kentucky Christian College and other campuses
and churches. Now that he has graduated he
would like to multiply our efforts, contacts, and area
of service. His goal, after language school, is to
connect with the healthy, educated, unchurched
young people in Haiti. He pointed out one night in
a conversation that we don’t have contact with any
of the children that have a school to go to, that are
NOT sick, or those whose parents don’t have a
connection with the Christian Church. The idea
certainly sounded good so I told him to follow his
dream. I certainly do not regret following mine.
As with any work, he will be in need of your prayers
and support. As I get reports of his progress in
this new area, I will keep you posted.

Haiti. I plan on observing a surgeon and a dentist and learning a few skills in each of those specialties that may be useful on the mountain as well. My studies of auto mechanics
are coming along slowly but surely, and my Creole lessons
on tape are boosting my confidence in learning the language
by the end of fall. The intellectual part of me says, “The more
I know, the more prepared and better off I will be.” However,
my spirit tells me the truth—I can never know enough, and
so the more I rely on God and His strength and knowledge
instead of my own, the more fruitful I will be. Everything works
better when we put it in His hands.
Thank you so much for you prayers. If you can remember
me in your prayers this next month, I would be so grateful.
Here are some prayer requests:
For my coworkers in the States- a closer walk with Christ
and an easy transition as I leave.
For my family, as we move away from each other.
For God’s work in Seguin to continue, and for my work
there to advance His Kingdom and glory.
Love in Christ,
Teresa Murphy
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Faith

There have been images that team members have been
capturing as memories but until now they have remained
just that - memories. Only once or twice have any of my
photos hinted at capturing the feeling, the heart and soul
of what the eye captured.
I met John Curry when my family moved to Ft. Lauderdale
in 1997. John, Pat and their daughters were the first church
family to invite us into their home. I saw some pictures
hanging on the walls of their home that I recognized from
national magazines and soon discovered that John had
taken those pictures. For one of those photos he had
been awarded the Pulitzer Prize in Photography.
Here are three of the six hundred photos John took while
working with a team last June. He told me “a hundred and
fifty of them turned out pretty good”. I suspect his four
hundred and fifty rejects are better than anything I took in
the last four years.

Hope

There is no stronger faith than a faith that is a person’s
sole reason to live. At first it is difficult for an outsider to
see because we expect to see faith as something wispy
and fragile like smoke or mist. We don’t expect to see a
faith as solid as the ground (rock) they walk on. Psalm 40
While we take tomorrow for granted but wonder about the
reality of God and Heaven, they wonder about the existence of tomorrow, all the time certain beyond doubt or
question that today they are secure in the palm of His hand
and knowing this - they can let tomorrow take care of itself. Matthew 6:34

Love

I learned the concept of an “indomitable spirit” from these
people. Some of their ancestors were taken captive and
sold into slavery 400 years ago. But, unlike the nation of
Israel, these people do not grumble and complain. In every new day they search for and find good reasons to be
alive. They find HOPE but along with hope they find JOY.
With the eyes of their spirit they see God. They have
memorized His Word and carry it in their hearts and on
the tips of their tongues. They have a clear understanding that they will be here for just a short time, a time to
prepare, before they move to their eternal home. Is your
faith and hope such a central part of your life that it fills
every day with joy? James 1:2-4
It still amazes me every time I see it. I have yet to see a
time when food is handed out that the recipient does not
share with all the others around him. Once I even saw a
child give ALL the food away and keep nothing for himself.
When faith, hope, and love is all you have, you soon learn
that faith, hope, and love is all you need. I Corinthians 13

The greatest is love.
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