	MINUTES OF THE WESTERN CONFERENCE OF GRAND LODGES
	Marriot Downtown – Louisville, Kentucky
	Salons A, B & C
	FEBRUARY 15, 2008

	The meeting was called to order at 9:00a.m. by Most Worshipful Wayne I. Smith, Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Washington. Gale Kenney, Senior Grand Warden of Washington gave the opening prayer. The Pledge of Allegiance was lead by Grand Master Wayne I. Smith. Grand Master Smith welcomed everyone and shared the letter (attached) from Immediate Past Grand Master Charles W. McQuery of Washington who should have served as the Chairman of the Western Conference. Grand Master Smith appointed Most Worshipful Al Jorgensen the immediate-immediate PGM of Washington to Chair the Conference and there were no objections from the Western Conference (Conference) Members.

MWB Jorgensen introduced himself and had each Brother introduce himself to the other members of the Conference. In attendance were:

	Alaska		GM	Jared Decker
			DGM	John Cline
			SGW	Johnnie Wallace
			JGW	Ronald Ackerman
			GS	Jerry Wasson

	Arizona	GM	David Luebke
			SGW	Michael Bishop
			JGW	Jim Rowan
			GS	Wilbur Robertson
GS	George Stablein-Emeritus
SGD	D. Brook Cunningham

	BC Canada	GM	Stephen Godfrey
			GS 	Jim Gordon

	California	GM	Dick Hopper
			DGM	Larry Adamson
			SGW	Ken Nagel
			JGW	Bill Bray
			GTR	Glenn Woody
			GS	John Cooper
			PGM	Bill Stovall
			PGM	Bill Holingser
			A-GS	Allan Casalou
			GMS	Cline Jack

	Hawaii		GM	Oscar Jayme
			DGM	Dennis Ing
			SGW	Marty Alexander
			JGW	Charles Wegener
			GTR	Jorge Disuanco
	
	Montana	GM 	David Nilsen

	Oregon		GM 	Dennis Johnson
			DGM	Robert Richmond
			SGW	D. Arthur Bush
			JGW	Ed Bousquet
			GS	Aaron Harvey
			PGM	William Martin

	Washington	GM	Wayne Smith
			DGM	Douglas Tucker
			SGW	Gale Kenney
			JGW	G. Santy Lascano
			GS	David Owen
			A-GS	Donald Campbell
			PGM	Alvin Jorgensen-Chairman of this years Western Conference


Under old business the bylaws of the Western Conference we reviewed by MW Dennis Johnson, Grand Master of Oregon and MW Wayne Smith. MW Johnson went over the proposed changes and each section was voted on and either passed or amended. Attached is a copy of the new bylaws.

Papers presented:
	
Alaska- Masonic Ritual presented by GM Jared Decker. There was good discussion about the use of multimedia being used for the ritual. Both pros and cons. The rhetorical question, “Does ritual make good men better”? Good ritual work inspires good ritual work regardless of the mode of delivery.

Break – finished at 10:35 a.m. 

California- Masonic Outreach Services M.O.S. California has a program through their Masonic Homes. The program is assisting with transportation, beauty care, incidentals and other service for their members. A handout was distributed to the Conference members.  Many of the Jurisdictions expressed and interest and wanted a copy f the loan agreement used to support requests. 

Hawaii- Brief History of Masonry in Philippines. He summarized a paper by Jane Delarosa.

RWB G. Santy Lascano from Washington gave a short presentation on the DVD used in Washington for the First Degree.

Break 12:55 for lunch

DGM Larry Adamson passed out a flyer on the Masonic Symposium scheduled for 8/22-23 in San Francisco about Freemasonry and Women.

Oregon- GM Johnson talked about the various Education Concepts  for its members. DGM Richmond presented a paper on “Blue Lodge Training.”  JGW Bousquet presented a paper on “School of Instruction” Oregon uses Ritual Competition to help standardize ritual

Washington- GS Owen presented a paper on Masonic Discipline and the challenges in today’s litigious environment.  

Discussion of papers ended at 2:35 p.m.

It was brought to the members if other Grand Lodges were considering membership. None at this time. Some in attendance who were not members of the Western Conference are looking around and exploring different options.

Topic for next year in Anaheim:

WA- Warden’s Conference/Masonic University
OR- Fellows of the Craft Program
HI- History of Masonry in Hawaii and the overthrow of Kingdom
CA- Philanthropic Development
AL- Traditional Observance Masonry

AZ- Education Academy

DGM Adamson from CA shared with the members next years location for the Conference and the activities planned. Several promotional items were distributed.

Host next year is Hawaii.

GM- Luebke of AZ commented that it was not appropriate to join or ask to join the Western Conference without first seeking the approval of their Grand Lodge. 

PGM Jorgensen of WA offered that AZ be invited to attend next year and AZ accepted.

GM- Godfrey of BC & Yukon expressed is involved with two other Conferences and at this time BC would prefer only to visit if invited. 

GM- Nilsen of Montana enjoyed the opportunity to attend and tanked the Conference.

GM- Smith of WA thanked MWB Al for serving as the Conference Chairman. The new bylaws will be update and forwarded to the Grand Lodges. He thanked everyone for their participation and the Conference adjourned at 3:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

David P. Owen
Grand Secretary, Grand Lodge of F. & A.M. of Washington
