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    In keeping with the 

continuing “Discipleship” theme 

of our Church this year and as 

we focus on our need to be “A 

Eucharistic People”; I am 

sharing with you an article I 

abridged that appears on 

TheCatholicJournal-us website, 

written by Father Dino Vanin, 

and dated July 30, 2017. It has 

some important points for us to 

consider and is titled: 
 

The Joy of Being “Eucharistic People” 

Bishop Paul 
 

 “I am God’s wheat and shall be ground by their teeth so that I 

may become Christ’s pure bread. Pray to Christ for me that the 

animals will be the means of making me a sacrificial victim for God. 

No earthly pleasures, no kingdoms of this world can benefit me in any 

way. I prefer death in Christ Jesus to power over the farthest limits of 

the earth. He who died in place of us is the one object of my quest. He 

who rose for our sakes is my one desire…I no longer take pleasure in 

perishable food or in the delights of this world. I want only God’s 

bread, which is the flesh of Jesus Christ, formed of the seed of David, 

and for drink I crave his blood, which is love that cannot perish.” 

 This is a quote from the letter that Bishop Ignatius of Antioch (c. 

35 – c. 107) wrote to the Romans on his way from Syria to Rome to 

be torn to shreds by hungry lions in the Circus Maximus. 

 Let us add the following to that quote: “Let them grow together 

until harvest; then at harvest time I will say to the harvesters, First 

collect the weeds and tie them in bundles for burning; but gather the 

wheat into my barn.” (Mt 13:30) 
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  That [is] the order that the heavenly Householder [gives] to his harvesters on the 16th Sunday in Ordinary 

Time. On the 17th Sunday, we have a similar setting: “When the fishnet is full they haul it ashore and sit 

down to put what is good into buckets. What is bad they throw away.” (Mt 13:48) 

 Do we realize that the best scenario foreseen by Jesus is for us to be wholesome food: wheat saved 

in our Father’s barn until it is ground and made into bread as well as good quality fish? 

 St. Ignatius of Antioch understood and lived this unusual, yet incredibly true insight to the very end of 

his life, to his martyrdom. 

 The parables of Jesus are much more than symbols or metaphors, they are challenges directed at 

our minds and hearts so that, in freedom, we can make the right existential choices to make our journey to 

the Kingdom successful. We are instructed to react properly and effectively to God’s love-filled overtures. 

 The desirable result comes solely from our proper reaction to [these parables]. On the other hand, 

our part could not be any easier. As we go about whatever we are doing and thinking and desiring and talk-

ing about and dreaming of, we are “besieged” by grace. 

 Anywhere in the world if a person stumbles upon a buried treasure and gets to keep it [he/she] must 

consider himself/herself lucky. Yet, Jesus assures us that this is never the case with the Kingdom of God. It 

is never a question of merits, special skills, methodical planning, or luck, or chance. It is exclusively grace. 

The Father has hidden the treasure in such a way that we must work hard not to find it! 

 Are we curious, then, as to the nature of the treasure that the Father has buried with the sole pur-

pose of helping us find it as soon as possible? 

 If we appreciate St. Ignatius’ desire to be fed the Eucharist so that he could become bread broken 

for Christ; if we place much value on St. Paul’s rejoicing in his sufferings because he was filling up what is 

lacking in the afflictions of Christ for the sake of his Body, the Church (cf. Colossians 1: 24), we would know 

that the true treasure is the desire to become Christ-like, “Eucharistic people,” to become bread broken for 

and offered to others and blood poured out for their sake. 

 The treasure consists also in being “found” by the Father, the divine merchant; and become con-

vinced that our joy is in living out the New Commandment of loving each other as Jesus loved us when he 

allowed his body to be broken and his blood to be poured out for our redemption. We are called to be 

wheat in the Father’s barn only for a short while. According to his design we are destined to become bread 

for others. We are meant to be good fish selected to feed the various “hungers” we notice on the faces of 

those around us. 

He said to them, “I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer…” (Lk 22:15) 

 Jesus’ eagerness to feed us his Flesh and Blood should be echoed by our eagerness to become 

food and drink for our neighbor. Today, we realize that whenever we hear Jesus’ solemn words: “Do this in 

memory of me” we should take them as his burning desire to have us step forward and be counted as 

those who are willing to be sacrificed in union with him so that his Life may quicken in many more people. 

By now it should have dawned on us that every time we gather to do Eucharist, some of us are guided by 

the Holy Spirit towards the treasure hidden in the field of their life, while others are enlightened to value the 

call to be broken bread and poured blood as the treasure worth all they possess. 

 The cycle of joy in our self-immolation in union with Christ might begin with these words: “Behold the 

Lamb of God, behold him who takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are those called to the [Table] of 

the Lamb.” Right after those words settle in our hearts, although completely unworthy, we cue up to feed on 

the Body of Christ to become Eucharist ourselves, mindful that our willingness to be sacrificed for others is 

a foreshadowing of the endless Supper of the Lamb and the joy that we experience now is but a little taste 

of the joy that will never cease.  
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Resolutions of the 25th General Synod  
of the Polish National Catholic Church  

 

 

 

 

Whereas, we the delegates to the 25th General Synod of the Polish National 
Catholic Church - representatives of the holy People of God - have convened under the leadership of our 
Prime Bishop and Bishops at Our Lady of the Snows Shrine in Belleville, IL, from October 1 through 
October 3, 2018. 
 
Whereas, we were strengthened, nourished and enlightened by our Lord Jesus Christ, truly present in our 
midst through Word and Sacrament at the Holy Mass concelebrated by our Prime Bishop, Bishops and 
Clergy, and understand it as the most important aspect of the great work of these days; 
 
Whereas, we offer our gratitude to the Western Diocese of the Church, under the leadership of Bishop 
Bilinski, and those who assumed the responsibilities of planning and carrying out this Holy Synod; 
 
Whereas, we acknowledge the courageous presence and active participation of the gathered delegates, as 
we proclaim that the Mission of the Church has been entrusted to her members of all ages, each called to 
pursue lives of holiness as Disciples of Jesus Christ and to invite others to do likewise; 
 
Whereas, we recognize the foundation that was laid at the 24th General Synod of the Polish National 
Catholic Church regarding our Future Direction and celebrate the many diligent efforts to build upon this 
within our Dioceses and Parishes over the last four years, in pursuing true Regeneration of spirit, mind and 
heart; by seeking to engender deeper Reverence for God and our neighbors; by willingly Recommitting 
ourselves to undertaking the work of the Church within our Parishes, and faithfully striving to welcome all of 
these virtues into the daily lives of our Families; 

 
Whereas, we have again considered with renewed enthusiasm and rekindled creativity the Future Direction 
of our beloved Church by continuing to reflect upon the meaning of Growth with regard to its Membership, 
the continual need for Increased Spirituality and the value of Lifelong Learning for its members of all ages, 
the ongoing pursuit of personal holiness as the means of enabling joyful responses to God’s call to Sacred 
Vocations, and the need to further enhance our Community Involvement and Presence;  
 

We, therefore, resolve to fervently ask that God the Father, through the prayers of Our Lady of the 
Snows, may bring forth abundant fruit from the proceedings of this 25th General Synod of the Polish 
National Catholic Church, to seek grace and strength from our Lord Jesus Christ to embrace the work he 
has entrusted to our care, and to knock so that the Holy Spirit will open and inflame our hearts so that we 
may return to our parishes inspired to execute the work of this Synod, firm in our Catholic faith, anchored 
by hope and motivated by charity, unwaveringly committed as members of the Polish National Catholic 
Church, charged to boldly proclaim the Gospel at all times, in all places and to all people through our 
words, our actions and our lives of holiness, and more certain than ever that “With truth, work and struggle, 
we shall succeed!”  
 
Respectfully submitted this day, October 3, 2018, by the Resolution Committee of the 25th General Synod 
of Polish National Catholic Church.  
 
Christopher Cremean (Western Diocese); Marilyn Folcik (Eastern Diocese); Rebecca Kotula (Central 
Diocese) and Rev. Dr. Scott J. Lill (Buffalo-Pittsburgh Diocese) 
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Resolutions of the XVI Eastern Diocese Synod  

October 10, 2020  
 

 Due to the Coronavirus and the inability to meet face to face, the XVI Synod of the Eastern Diocese 
convened virtually October 10, 2020. Hosted by Blessed Trinity Parish, Fall River MA the Synod was sum-
moned under the authority of Right Rev Paul Sobiechowski, Bishop Ordinary of the Eastern Diocese and 
attended virtually by the Most Rev Anthony Mikovsky, Prime Bishop of the PNCC. Very Rev Robert Nem-
kovich Jr served as the moderator for this virtual Synod. Additionally, Bishop Paul Hewitt, Bishop Ordinary 
of the Diocese of the Holy Cross joined us and presented to the Synod.  

The Synod began with a morning prayer which set the tone and inspiration for the proceedings of the day. 
Through our deliberations, we learned and discussed the following:  

 Whereas, we are thankful to Bishop Sobiechowski, our senior priests-Very Rev Joseph Krusienski, 
Very Rev Joseph Soltysiak and Very Rev Robert Nemkovich Jr for the planning and execution of a very 
successful virtual Synod; additional gratitude is extended to Very Rev Robert Nemkovich Jr for hosting and 
moderating this Synod. 

 Whereas we acknowledge the active participation of the delegates, guests, and clergy in fulfilling 
their discipleship role entrusted to them as members of our Holy Church and through their attendance and 
commitment in spreading God’s word throughout our communities, our diocese and our Church.  

 Whereas we as delegates, reflect upon the legacy of faith set forth upon us by our organizer, Bishop 
Francis Hodur, the clergy, and organizers of the Church.  

 Whereas, we continue to support the endeavors of Future Direction and the overall theme of Disci-
pleship towards increasing growth and membership, lifelong learning and renewed Spirituality among all 
members; to expanding community engagement efforts; and to enabling joyful responses to God’s call to 
Sacred Vocations and service. 

 Whereas we acknowledge the work of the Eastern Diocese Strategic Planning Committee who over 
four years has worked diligently to:  

 a. increase the awareness of our church by enabling parishes to use more social media technolo-
gies, especially Facebook in promoting masses and special services, and various events and fund-raising 
activities.  

 b. encourage the expansion of community engagement efforts among our parishes as a way of ex-
emplifying our Christian discipleship to help those in need, those in transition, and those organizations 
striving to assist others.  

 Whereas, the Eastern Diocese Strategic Planning Committee presented to this Synod body a four 
year strategic and action plan devoted to commitment and moving forward, to tradition and branding, to 
growth by expanding our digital efforts and community involvements, and to reporting our efforts that will 
measure our success and achievements.  

 We, therefore, seek the grace and strength from our Lord, Jesus Christ to embrace the work He has 
entrusted to our care, to be inspired to execute the proceedings of this Synod as we return to our parishes 
and to stay strong in our commitment and firm in our Catholic faith as members of the PNCC in spite of the 
everchanging and challenging environment around us. With truth, work, and struggle, we shall and will 
continue to succeed!  

 

Respectfully Submitted, October 10, 2020 by the Resolution Committee of the XVI Eastern Diocese Synod 
of the Polish National Catholic Church  
 

Shirley Mietlicki-Floyd (Central Seniorate); Laurel Curylo (Central Seniorate); Larry Gagnon (Northeast 
Seniorate); Tom Zarek (Northeast Seniorate) and Very Rev Joseph Krusienski (Southwest Seniorate)  
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THE PENTECOST EXPERIENCE 
                         By the Rev. Robert Koerber 

 

“I believe that the Holy Spirit of God, rules the world in the natural as well as in the moral order; 

that all the laws of the universe, as well as those by which the soul of individual man and humanity 

as a whole are guided, are an emanation of the will, goodness and righteousness of the Divine Being.” 

                                                                                                                                        Bp. Francis Hodur 
 

“Bethlehem was God with us, Calvary was God for us, Pentecost is God in us.”                                                                                       

                   Robert Baer 
 

    The Solemnity of Pentecost celebrates the birth of the Christian Church. The term “Pentecost” comes 

from the Greek word “Πεντηκοστή” meaning "fifty." 
 

 

On that first Pentecost, Luke records in the Acts of the Apostles, that the Holy Spirit came as a 

“rushing and mighty wind.” He also records that there were 120 persons gathered, both men and women, 

On that day, we are taught that the Holy Spirit, as promised by Jesus, came and would sanctify and edify 

the Church, which is the “Body of Christ.” 

According to our faith, we believe that God exists in three Divine, but separate persons: God the Fa-

ther, the Creator of all things, God the Son, the Redeemer and Regenerator of the World and the Holy 

Spirit, the Sanctifier of the Church and its believers.  We read in the Old Testament, that the Holy Spirit 

was with God from the beginning. “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth, and the 

earth was without form and void, and darkness was upon the face of the deep; and the Spirit
 
of God 

moved over the face of the waters.”   

The Holy Spirit is known in Judaism as “Ruach”, the very breath, the “wind of God”. In the OT He 

was also known as the “Elohim” the Seven-fold Spirit of God. 

  We also find in the Old Testament, that the Holy Spirit came unto a select few, with divine gifts for 

the purposes of providing wisdom and leadership, but most  

importantly the gift of prophecy. One of the Prophets, Joel, prophesied over 500 years before the Pente-

cost: “And in the last days it shall be, God declares, that I will pour out My Spirit upon all flesh and 

your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions and your old 

men shall dream dreams.” 

  In the New Testament, the revelation of the Holy Spirit begins with Jesus. For Jesus was the unique 

bearer of the Spirit. He came unto Jesus in the form of a dove at His baptism. Jesus was guided and em-

powered by the Spirit throughout His public ministry, which included the miracles as well as His preaching 

and teachings of the “Good News.” It was at the Last Supper, that Jesus further reveal His promises to His 

disciples that the Spirit would be with them, to protect them as a Comforter, and help them to remember 

and testify everything He taught them.  Our Lord Jesus reminds all of us that this same Spirit would be with 

those who formed the Church.  
 

I would like to share with you two thoughts of the truth of the Holy Spirit on this Pentecost: 
 

    1. The first truth is that the Holy Spirit empowers all God’s people. The prophecies of the Old Tes-

tament and the promises of Jesus concerning the Holy Spirit were fulfilled on that first Pentecost. At that 

time, God did pour forth His Spirit on all those gathered as it was foretold by the prophet, Joel. The Spirit of 

God would also bring forth various gifts for the purpose of edifying or bringing the Church together in “One” 

Spirit. On that first Pentecost, the outpouring of the Spirt also caused those assembled with the speaking 

of all the known languages of the world. This would give them the ability to preach in different languages 

as they were to be the bearers of the “Good News” of Jesus. Prior to His Ascension, Jesus told them: “But 

you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses in 

Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and unto the ends of the earth.” 
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     2. The second truth is that the Holy Spirit leads individuals. The NT Epistles tells us that the story 

of that first Pentecost continues to the present day. We learn that the Holy Spirit guides the Church and 

brings new life, to its members, who form the “One Body” of Christ. Jesus teaches us in the Gospel of John 

that the Holy Spirit will come into the hearts of the believers. 

The Holy Spirit imparts different gifts to better serve God and His people. He assists them in prayer 

and worship. He transforms Christians into persons, bearing the “gifts of the Spirit”; love, joy, peace pa-

tience, gentleness, goodness, faithfulness, humility and self-control. The Holy Spirit creates a new family of 

God, and a new fellowship with each other which is the Church. 

The one question that puzzles many people about the Holy Spirit is: How do we know when the 

Spirit is present? The Holy Spirit cannot be defined by logic or reason in the mind of man, but only in a sin-

cere heart and trust in Jesus, the Anointed One of God. When Christ is not Lord, the Spirit is not at work. 

When Christ is Lord, then the Spirit is at work. The major work of the Holy Spirit is to pour out God’s love 

into the hearts of people so they may have a new understanding of the love God has for all. As we learn 

and share this divine love, each believer is sanctified (made holy) and the Church is edified (enlightened). 

Together, the individual and the Church are bound together by this Spirit. We are taught that Christ is the 

“Bridegroom” and that the Church is His “Bride.” 
 

THE SOLEMNITY OF PENTECOST 

I find that the two works of Saint Luke in the New Testament; 

his Gospel account of Jesus and the Book of the Acts of the Apos-

tles are perfect companions to each other. Holy Scripture brings to 

us, through his writings, the events leading up to the Pentecost ex-

perience. The following are several key scriptural passages which 

brings to us chronologically greater insights to this day. 
 “
On one occasion, while He [Jesus] was eating with them, and He gave them this command: “Do 

not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift My Father promised, which you have heard Me speak 

about. For John baptized with
 
water, but in a few days, you will be baptized with

 
the Holy Spir-

it.” (Acts 1:4-5). 

   Luke continues to record the words of Jesus: 

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be My witness-

es in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
 
After He said this, He 

was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid Him from their sight.” (Acts 1:8-9). 

“Then He led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up His hands, He blessed them. While He was 

blessing them, He withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven.
  
And they worshiped Him 

and
 
returned to Jerusalem with great joy, and they were continually in the temple

 
blessing 

God.”  (Luke 24:50-52). 

We continue to read in the Gospel of Luke: 

“Then the apostles returned to Jerusalem from the hill called the Mount of Olives, a Sabbath day’s 

walk
 
from the city. When they arrived, they went upstairs to the room where they were staying. 

Those present were Peter, John, James and Andrew; Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Mat-

thew; James, son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James.  They all joined to-

gether constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his 

brothers.” (Luke 1:12-14). 

That first Pentecost, as recorded by Luke, in the Acts of the Apostles, became the fulfillment of our 

Lord’s “Promise” that exists to all of us this day. 

“When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 
 
Suddenly a sound like the 

blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. 

They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. 
 
All 

of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues
, 
as the Spirit enabled 

them.” (Acts 2:1-4). 
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We read that there were travelers from around the world who gathered in Jerusalem that day to cel-

ebrate Shavuot, which is also known as the “Feast of the Last First Fruits.” In Judaism, the celebration of 

Shavuot, commanded by God, was and is tied to the giving of the “Ten Commandments of God”, also 

known as the “Matan Torah.”, which was and is celebrated on the fiftieth day after Passover. We find that 

St. Paul in his letter to the Galatians, refers to the fruits of the Spirit. (Galatians 5:22). 

 

THE PROMISE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT AS FOUND IN THE GOSPEL OF JOHN 
 

Saint John, the “Beloved” disciple of Jesus, most importantly, 

records in his Gospel account, the words of Jesus speaking at His 

Last Supper, with a “Promise” of the coming of the Holy Spirit, whom 

He called “the Spirit of Truth,” “Paraclete,” “Advocate,” and 

“Comforter” 
 

Jesus Promises the Holy Spirit (John 14:15-21) 
 

“If you love Me, keep My commands. And I will ask the Father, and He will give you another advo-

cate to help you and be with you forever,
 
the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept Him because it 

neither sees Him nor knows Him. But you know Him, for He lives with you and will be
 
in you. I will 

not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. Before long, the world will not see Me anymore, but 

you will see Me. Because I live, you also will live. On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, 

and you are in Me, and I am in You.
 
Whoever has My commands and keeps them is the one who 

loves Me. The one who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I too will love them and show My-

self to them.” 
 

In John 15, Jesus again speaks of the coming of the Spirit:  
 

The Work of the Holy Spirit (John 15:26-27) 
 

“When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father—the Spirit of truth who goes 

out from the Father—He will testify about Me. 
 
And you also must testify, for you have been with Me 

from the beginning. 
 

 Jesus was to tell His Apostles that evening that they were to be His witnesses and in John 16:7-8, 

12-15 John writes that Jesus again speaks of the coming of the Spirit: 
 

Jesus Promises the Spirt of Truth (John 16:7-8, 12-15) 
 

“
But very truly I tell you, it is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go away, the Advocate 

will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. 
 
When He comes, He will prove the world to 

be in the wrong about sin and righteousness and judgment. I have much more to say to you, more 

than you can now bear. But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth. 

He will not speak on His own; He will speak only what He hears, and He will tell you what is yet to 

come. He will glorify Me because it is from Me that He will receive what He will make known to 

you. 
 
All that belongs to the Father is Mine. That is why I said the Spirit will receive from Me what 

He will make known to you.” 

 

 

https://www.learnreligions.com/ten-commandments-p2-700221
https://www.learnreligions.com/bible-feast-of-passover-700185
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From our parishes… 

    Holy Trinity Cathedral, Manchester, NH 
 

Parish News: 

 

•  At the end of February, the ladies of the ANS enjoyed an outing to the 

Palace Theater in Manchester to see the Shen Yun Chinese Acrobatic 

show.  

 

• In February we collected winter items such as hats, 

gloves, scarves for Families In Transion. Bishop Paul 

delivered the items.  
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• For March our outreach project was to fill the 

Lenten Alms boxes to help with the Afghani 

people who have been repositioned to 

Manchester after being displaced from their 

homes. Bishop Paul and Ray were able to 

deliver a check for $2,000 to the International 

Institute of New England to help families.  

 

• Bishop Paul blessing the baskets of Easter food.  

 

• Our Outreach project for April was what 

all of the PNCC did, we collected money for 

the Ukraine Relief Fund. Bishop Paul was 

given a $1,000 donation by the Rotary Club 

of Manchester to help our mission. With the 

generosity of our parishioners we were able 

to raise and send to Scranton a total of 

$17,335.  
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• With the warm weather the work on the outside stucco as well as reconstructing the doors and windows 

has begun again.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• And it begins….we have started making our pierogi for our 

food sale in the late fall. We are thankful for the volunteers 

who come to help but also to enjoy each other’s company in 

the process.  
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• Members of our ANS went to our May Diocesan Annual Meeting at the Lowell parish. Good 

presentations, great raffles (of which we were lucky enough to win 2) and a wonderful meal cooked by 

the Lowell ANS women was had by all who attended.  

 

 

 

• On Monday May 31st Bishop Paul held our Memorial Day Service at our cemetery.  
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• At the beginning of June, Cindy and Ray presented Bishop with a gift from the Diocese recognizing his 

work during Clergy Appreciation month. On Father’s Day, Nancy presented Bishop with a gift card from 

the parishioners of Holy Trinity.  

 

 

 

• Our Outreach projects:  

May – collection for the needs of the Liberty House.  

June – collection for the needs of the Webster House.  

July – collection of baby needs for Mom’s Place.  

August – collection of back to school needs.  

 

     By Nancy Reilly 
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From our parishes… 

Our Saviour’s Parish, Woonsocket, RI 
 

• Monthly Community Outreach  

       Since October 2020 on the third Saturday of each month Our 

Saviour’s has been serving free Lunch to the local community from 

11am-12:30pm.  

    This lunch is for everybody who stops 

by. No question asked. In winter season 

we serve a delicious hot soup,  prepared 

by our “master cook” Lonnie Watson,  with 

crackers, snacks, and water. In summer 

we serve sandwiches, American chop 

suey, and other food as well. We give 

away around 75 lunches. Part of it is 

delivered to the Woonsocket Men’s Shelter 

and distributed to the homeless in 

Woonsocket.  

  Thank you to the parish volunteers and to 

all who support this event financially. We 

are 

happy 

we 

can 

serve 

our 

community! 
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• Polish Food drive Thru Sale  
 

 A special thank you to all who helped April 9, 2022 with our Polish Food Drive Thru Sale. The event 

was a huge success. We served over 100 cars serving pierogi, golabki, fried cabbage with kielbasa and 

bread, cabbage soup, babka, and apple pie! We also collected $1,139 to support the Ukrainian refugees in 

Poland. Thank you to all of you for spending days working in the kitchen. May God bless ALL of you for 

your hard work and care for our church! 

By Fr. Henryk Wos By Fr. Henryk Wos 



The Messenger –Quarterly Newsletter of the Eastern Diocese — Volume 12, Issue #2, June 2022 

48 

 

• Our Saviour’s Spring Meat Raffle 

SPRING refers to a season, and also to ideas of rebirth, rejuvenation and renewal. 

 On Friday, April 29, 2022, Our Saviour’s Church celebrated RENEWAL with our first Meat Raffle 

since January 2020.The church hall was ready for the 

evening. Seventeen themed tables were designed by 

Patricia Kaczorowski in addition to the Penny Social 

and Gift Basket Tables. Raffle ticket sellers for the 

evening were Carol Bibeault and Ed Surowiec. 

Dressed as the “King” of the Meat Raffles and 

greeting new and old friends, was Philip Kaczorowski, 

MC for the evening. Edmund Fox and Gail Surowiec 

sold over 75 $20 Meat Raffle passes at the door. 

Everyone enjoyed a complimentary bowl of Lasagna 

Soup made by Lonnie Watson and served by Sally 

Watson. Deb Boucher and Christine Kozlik manned 

the 

dessert and beverage 

table. Judging by the 

noise level and 

excitement in the church 

hall… our Meat Raffle 

was in full swing! This 

event was very successful 

due to the RENEWED friendships and social interaction that was 

lacking from the past two pandemic years. Also. we have the best clean up crew ever… within minutes the 

church hall was RESTORED and looking great. A special “Thank you”! to Father Henryk (Greeter and 

Photographer) and his family for their help throughout the evening. Our theme is “Everyone goes home a 

winner”! 

 This event was a win-win evening… We were RENEWED, REJUVENATED and RESTORED in 

mind, body and soul. Join us for our next Meat Raffle scheduled for Friday October 28th. 

Doors open at 6pm and the raffle begins promptly at 7 pm.  

     Submitted by Patricia Kaczorowski 
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• Memorial day Service 

 On Memorial Day - May 30th, Parishioners of Our Saviour’s gathered at the parish cemetery for 

prayers for those who have died while serving in the United States Armed Forces, especially for those from 

Our Saviour’s Parish. In the past, seven of our parishioners paid the highest price in service to our country. 

During the Mass celebrated at the cemetery we prayed as well for those who served in the U.S. Armed 

Forces in the past and for those who serve now, guarding the security and freedom of our country. 

 

 

 

      By Fr. Henryk Wos 
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  Our Saviour’s hosts the Northeast Seniorate Corpus Christi Celebration 
 

 On June 16, 2022, on the Feast of Corpus Christi our Northeast Seniorate parishes gathered at Our 

Saviour’s Parish in Woonsocket, RI for a special Mass with procession with the Blessed Sacrament to four 

altars. 

 During the Holy Mass Bishop Paul Sobiechowski 

consecrated a new Altar of Sacrifice for the parish. Fr. 

Andrzej Tenus read the Gospel; Fr. Sr. Robert 

Nemkovich preached a sermon on the importance of 

the Holy Eucharist in Christian life, and Fr. Henryk Wos 

led the procession with the Blessed Sacrament. 

 A delicious lasagna dinner was served after the 

service in the parish hall. 
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Thank you to all who joined us that day for a common prayer. Thank you to all who helped to 

prepare this beautiful service, especially Edmund Fox. Thank you to Mrs. Sobiechowski for beautiful music; 

thank you to Lonnie and Sally Watson for delicious lasagna, and to parishioners for desserts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By Fr. Henryk Wos 
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• Conformation at Our Saviour’s 

 

 On Sunday, June 26, during the Holy Mass at 4pm, Our SOCL students: Patrycja Wos, Juliana 

Palin, Zachary Kaczorowski, Tyler Dixon, and Cyle Caranci have received the Sacrament of Confirmation 

by the hands of Bishop Paul Sobiechowski. During the homily Bp. Paul Sobiechowski focused on the 

necessity of being authentic witnesses of Jesus in this difficult time.  The Holy Mass was concelebrated by 

Fr. Adam Piekarzewski from Manchester, CT; Fr. Paul Lukaszewicz from Chicopee, MA, and the Pastor Fr. 

Henryk Wos. As a gift from the parish the confirmands each received Holy Bible to lead them in time of 

distress and doubts in their lives.  

 Those who attended enjoyed a delicious supper and desserts in the parish hall after the Mass.  

Thank you to the families and confirmands and the parish family for their help in organizing this important 

event. 

 

     By Fr. Henryk Wos 
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• Parish Upcoming Events: 

 

 

        Congratulations to Patrycja 

Wos and Tyler Dixon on being 

members of the National Junior 

Honor Society, and on their 

graduation from Middle School with 

High Honors. 

We are  proud of both of you!     

 

Upcoming Parish Events:  

•Parish Potluck Picnic in Honor 

of Fr. Henryk - July 10, 2022 

•Golf Tournament - July 25, 2022 

•Fall Festival - September 11, 

2022 

•Meat Raffle - October 28, 2022 
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From our parishes… 
 

    Holy Trinity Parish, Webster, MA 

       

 It’s been a busy spring at Holy Trinity Church.  

• We had a local gentleman that approached us during our craft fair last fall and 

inquired about renting our hall to have auctions. We had 2 Christmas auctions 

and since late winter we’ve been having auctions every other Saturday.  

 The ladies of the church run the kitchen serving food and drinks. We’ve 

made crafts which we get to sell at the auction also.   

 

 

 And they 

run a weekly 

50/50 raffle with 

half of the 

proceeds going to 

Holy Trinity. 

  It’s a great 

way for Holy 

Trinity to get our 

name out into the 

public more and 

we often go home 

with some great 

deals.  

 

 

 

 

 

• We’ve recently done some renovation to 

our parking area located behind our 

church. Instead of the grassy area we 

now have a hard packed gravel parking 

area where we no longer have to worry 

about getting stuck in during the spring 

when the ground thaws out. 
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• We continue to have our monthly community breakfasts which everyone seems to enjoy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

• Our local veterans had a Memorial Day service at our cemetery with Fr. Henryk leading the prayer 
service. It was a very solemn service honoring our veterans who have passed away. We at Holy Trinity 
always support our veterans. 

By Rita Ouellette 
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 From our parishes… 
 

    St. Valentine ‘s Parish, Northampton, MA 

 During the period of Lent this year Lenten collection boxes provided by 

the Eastern Diocese of the Polish National Catholic Church were made 

available to the parishioners and friends of our Parish for the sole purpose of 

raising funds 

that would 

aid Parish outreach in the local 

community. Lent is a time for reflecting 

on God’s mercy with kindness toward 

others. Parishioners and friends, who 

took a Lenten collection box, were asked 

to turn in their donation boxes to the 

church, so that our parish as a whole 

could provide funds toward our Parish 

outreach. Donations received this year 

($ 257.00) were sent to the Northampton 

Survival Center.  

                              By Krysia Newman  

 

POLISH EXILE AUGUST MALCZEWSKI VEL JAKUBOWSKI REMEMBERED 
 

 On Sunday, April 24, 2022 was the 185th anniversary of the death of August Malczewski vel 

Jakubowski, a Polish exile was remembered. Members of the Polish Heritage Committee as well as two 

guests gathered at August’s gravesite at 

Bridge Street Cemetery for a memorial service. 

Father Adam Czarnecki conducted the prayer 

service and a new Polish flag was placed at 

the grave. John Skibiski read a short history of 

Mr. Malczewski vel Jakubowski and Fred 

Zimnoch read his obituary that was published 

in the Daily Hampshire Gazette. 

Short history as provided to the Gazette by 

Fred Zimnoch: 

August was a young Polish nobleman who was 

exiled from Poland with a group of 

Revolutionaries who participated in the failed 

uprising of November 1830 that hoped to free 

Poland from under the yoke of Russia. While in this country he wrote a history of Poland called “The 

Remembrances of a Polish Exile”. Then in Northampton he taught French at Miss Dwight’s Seminary for 

Young Ladies. After one year, he became grievously ill and died. At the time he was about 21 years old. 

His students provided for his burial and the gravestone shown in the photos in the article.   

     By Krysia Newman  
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From our parishes… 

 

    St. Joseph Parish, Stratford, CT 

 

 

• Acolytes return to serving at the altar! 
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From our parishes… 

     St. John the Baptist Parish , Manchester, CT 

 

Parish News: 

• Spring cleaning at the Shrine of Mary in Manchester CT. 

 Statue covered with protective film, new mulch layer, weeds removed, new so-

lar lamps. Getting ready for May devotions! 

 

• Holy Triduum celebrations at St. John’s. 
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• On Easter Sunday, Enrique became officially an altar server of St. John's church.  

Congratulations! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Parishioners and friends of our Parish enjoyed the Easter 
Breakfast held after solemn Easter Sunday Mass. We served 
delicious & traditional Easter food: Zurek (sour rye soup with 
egg), white kielbasa, deviled eggs, Polish Ham and Mazurek – 
traditional Easter cake. 
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  From our parishes… 

 

St. Casimir Parish, Lowell, MA  

 

 

• Mother’s Day Gift Bags 

 During the month of April, St. Casimir’s ANS spearheaded a 

drive to collect items for Mother’s Day gift bags. ANS sisters and pa-

rishioners  pitched in to help fill gift bags for area mothers who had fall-

en on hard times.  

 We learned of the Mother’s Day endeavor from our friends at 

Project Wish, a non-profit agency helping thousands of people in 

Greater Lowell. We were supplied with a list of suggested items ie, 

shampoo, moisturizer, novels, gift cards, nail polish and more.  

 At the end of April, two boxes filled to the top were delivered to  Project Wish in Chelmsford, MA by 

ANS member, Paula Jones. We were happy to join in this Mother’s Day endeavor and hopefully our dona-

tion brought happiness to the  mothers who received 

the  Gift Bags.  

 

• Bottle and Can Drive 

 St. Casimir’s ANS began a project of collecting re-

fundable cans and bottles on April 1. We wanted to do an 

activity to mark Earth Day in our city.  This activity  is posi-

tive in two ways. First monies collected will fund our group’s 

charitable endeavors and second,  it will help the environ-

ment by recycling.  

 A large bin is located in the parish center where ANS 

members and parishioners can drop off their clean bottles 

and cans. The cans and bottles are then bundled and 

brought to a local Redemption Center.  Our Recycling chair 

is Deb Charette who is always ready to help. 
 

By JoAnn Menzia 

 

• Memorial Day Observance 

 On Sunday, May 29 Dom Polski and the Polish Amer-

ican Veterans of Lowell, MA invited the community to a joint 

service to honor veterans.  

 The event began at 12 noon on the grounds of Dom Polski. Fr. Andrzej Tenus, Army Captain and 

Chaplain to the PAV,  offered prayers. Janice Klimczak , organist of St. Casimir’s Parish in Lowell sang 

both the Polish and American National Anthems. The names of deceased veterans and auxiliary members 

who passed away during 2021-2022 were read.  
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      A remembrance wreath was placed at the monument to Polish American veterans by Irene Jaracz of 

the women’s auxiliary and her daughter, Tanya Jaracz Bigelow. Sadly, Irene’s husband Commander Rob-

ert Jaracz, died in January 2022.  

 The Honor Guard provided  volley and taps. Guests 

were invited for refreshments served courtesy of the 

Dom Polski.  

By Janice Klimczak 
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• Polish Easter Basket 

 St. Casimir's ANS recently held a Polish Easter 

basket raffle to raise funds for ongoing projects. The 

winner of the raffle was Beverly Runowicz, shown here 

with our pastor Father Andrzej Tenus.   
 

• Annual May 3 Constitution Day  

St. Casimir's Parish took part in the Annual May 3 Con-

stitution Day ceremonies at Lowell City Hall.  Father 

Tenus, chaplain of the local Polish American Veterans,  

gave the invocation as well as the benediction. Irene 

Jaracz, widow of the late PAV Commander Robert Ja-

racz, and grandsons, Justin and James Bigelow were 

chosen to raise the Polish flag during the program.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Aid to Ukraine 

 The generous parishioners and friends of St. Casimir's have provided humanitarian relief to 

Ukrainian refugees who have been accepted into Poland and are being aided by many of our parishes. 

$8,020 has been collected and recently sent to our diocesan office to be transmitted to our general 

church and then to the parishes in Poland. 

 

 In addition, the alms boxes program, sponsored by the Mission and Evangelism Commission of 

the Eastern Diocese netted $110. This money has been sent to the local International Institute to help 

Ukrainian refugees who are expected to arrive in Lowell for resettlement in the Fall. 

 By Janice Klimczak 
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National and Diocesan Events: 

 
 

Eastern Diocese Virtual Bible 

Study 

Since January 2021 the Eastern 

Diocese leads its monthly virtual Bible 

Study. This was the idea of the Diocesan 

Mission and Evangelism Commission to 

provide sources for the spiritual growth of 

the members of our parishes. The topics 

of the monthly Bible Study follow the 

themes from the action plan for PNCC 

parishes, prepared by the PNCC Future 

Direction Committee.  

This year we focus on the Eucharist and how to be eucharistic people.  

The Eastern Diocese virtual Bible study is led on the second Thursday of the month at 7 PM. To 

register email either revpauls@yahoo.com or ksobiechowski@yahoo.com  

 

 

 

By Fr. Henryk Wos 

mailto:ksobiechowski@yahoo.com
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Northeast Seniorate Lenten Retreats 2022 

 

   Our Northeast Seniorate of the Eastern Diocese led two Lenten Retreats during Lenten season this year. 

The first one was led on March 3rd at Our Saviour’s Church in Woonsocket, RI. The second retreat was 

supposed to be led at St. Casimir Parish in Lowell, MA, on March 12
th
, however, due to the expected 

storm, it was led online, via zoom.  

 All participants who 

attended these spiritual re-

treats (personally or via 

zoom) had an uplifting time in 

prayer, worship, meditation, 

and reflection on the salvific 

death of our Lord on the 

cross.  

 The retreat (in Woon-

socket) began with the Holy 

Mass celebrated by Fr. Sr. 

Rob Nemkovich, and concel-

ebrated by Fr. Andrzej Tenus, 

and Fr. Henryk Wos. After the 

Mass there were two presen-

tations made by Fr. Sr Rob 

and Kathy Nemkovich: Sta-

tions of the Cross led by Fr. 

Andrzej Tenus: a beautiful 

music reflection on Lenten 

hymns, made by Karen 

Sobiechowski,: Lenten 

Lamentations and the ex-

position and benediction of 

the Blessed Sacrament 

made by Fr. Henryk Wos.  

Thank you to all 

presenters for bringing us 

closer to Jesus on this 

Lenten Journey. Thank 

you to the parishioners of 

Our Saviour’s Parish for 

their hospitality and deli-

cious food. 

 

 By Fr. Henryk Wos 
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DIOCESAN CHRISM MASS 2022 

 On Holy Tuesday April 12, 2022 Our Saviour’s Parish in Woonsocket, RI, hosted the Diocesan 
Chrism Mass. The Holy Mass of Chrism was celebrated by Bp. Paul Sobiechowski  and the Clergy of the 
Eastern Diocese.  
 The Chrism Mass manifests the unity of the priests with their bishop. During the Mass the clergy re-

affirm their ordination vows. The Holy Oils, used by the Church in the Sacramental Rites, are blessed by 

the Bishop. During the Mass bishop blesses the Oil of Catechumens used in Baptism; the Holy Chrism 

which is used in Confirmation, Baptism, the Ordination of Priests, the consecration of Bishops, and in the 

consecration of altars, chalices and Church buildings, and bells; and the Oil of the Sick used in the anoint-

ing of the sick. These Holy Oils are symbols of spiritual nourishment and the light of grace, and are pre-

sented to and received by the parish communities on Holy Thursday during the Mass of the Institution of 

the Holy Eucharist (The Lord’s Supper). 

 The beautiful music for the Mass was provided by Karen Sobiechowski and the United Choir mem-

bers of the Eastern Diocese.  

 Following the Chrism Mass the clergy and the faithful gathered for a delicious meal prepared by the 

Parishion-

ers.     

Thank you 

to the Pa-

rishioners 

of Our 

Saviour’s 

Church for 

their hos-

pitality. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

        By Fr. Henryk Wos 
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Anglican G3 – PNCC Churches working together to provide humanitarian re-

lief for Ukraine 

 On March 15 and 16, 2022, the G-3/PNCC Ecumenical Dialogue Group met at the Anglican Cathe-

dral of the Epiphany in Columbia, South Carolina.  Representing the G-3 were Archbishop Mark Haverland 

(Anglican Catholic Church – ACC), Archbishop Chandler Jones (Anglican Province in America - APA) 

Bishops Paul Hewett (Anglican Catholic Church - DHC), , Brian Marsh (Anglican Church in America - 

ACA), and Alexander Webb (ACA) and Fathers Robert Bader (ACC - DHC), Jonathan Foggin (ACC), 

Creighton McElveen (APA) and Christian Tutor (ACA).  Polish National Catholic Church members included 

Prime Bishop Anthony Mikovsky, Bishop Paul Sobiechowski, Father Seniors Robert Nemkovich Jr. and 

John Kowalczyk and Father Scott Lill.  Bishops Hewett and Sobiechowski served as the Dialogue Co-

Chairman for this meeting.  

 With prayer and concern for the war in Ukraine the Anglican G3 and PNCC Churches decided to 

work together to aid those fleeing from Ukraine.  Contributions from the churches and The International An-

glican Fellowship (IAF) will be sent to parishes of the Polish Catholic Church in Poland (Sister Church to 

the PNCC) which is undertaking regular humanitarian relief efforts on behalf of the Ukrainian refugees in 

Poland.   

 Updates were given by the various churches and the Union of Scranton about recent events within 

their respective communions and to how they are now moving forward in our post Covid situation.  The dia-

logue also discussed aspects of Intercommunion between the PNCC and Episcopal Church prior to 1976 

and other issues and ways the Churches can continue to grow closer together and achieve the unity that 

our Lord prayed for His Catholic Church.  Bishop Hewett celebrated the Holy Mass during the meeting and 

Evensong. 

 Thanks to 

Bishop Hewett, 

Fr. Braddock and 

the Cathedral of 

the Epiphany for 

their hospitality in 

hosting this meet-

ing.  The next 

meeting of the 

G3/PNCC Ecu-

menical Dialogue 

will take place in 

January of 2023 

to be hosted by 

the PNCC. 
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71st Convention of the Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament Society 

May 21, 2022 
 

 The 71
st
  Annual Convention of the United Women's Societies for the  Adoration of the Most Blessed 

Sacrament was held on Saturday, May 21, 2022, hosted by the sisters of St. Casimir's Parish, Lowell, MA.   

Holy Mass was celebrated by the Very Rev. Joseph Soltysiak (St. Joseph's Parish, Westfield, MA), ED-

ANS chaplain  assisted by the Rev. Andrzej Tenus (St. Casimir's Parish, Lowell, MA);  ) and Sub-deacon 

Justin Daviault (Holy Trinity Parish, Plantsville, CT).  Seated in the sanctuary were  the Rt. Rev. Paul 

Sobiechowski, (Holy Trinity Cathedral, Manchester, NH), diocesan bishop,  the Very Rev. Joseph Krus-

ienski (Holy Trinity Parish, Plantsville, CT) and the Rev. Robert Koerber (Holy Name of Jesus Parish, 

South Deerfield, MA). The sermon was preached by Father Senior Soltysiak. 

 The readers were  Phyllis Hunt and Beverly Runowicz. The Gospel was proclaimed by Father Sen-

ior Krusienski. 

 Karen Sobiechowski, diocesan organist, led diocesan choir members in appropriate hymns dedicat-

ed to the Holy Eucharist. 

 Father Tenus pastor of  St. Casimir's Parish, extended greetings of his parish and the local  ANS 

Society.  He invited all to the sanctuary to have a group picture taken after which we adjourned to the par-

ish center for light refreshments. 

  At 11:37 am the Convention was called to order by President JoAnn Menzia who led us in prayer. 

welcomed all to the convention and made introductions.   

 In conjunction with Future Directions, the theme of our convention was “Becoming Eucharistic Peo-

ple” emphasizing our devotion to the Blessed Sacrament.  

 The Mandate committee report was ratified on a motion by Marilyn  Folcik, seconded by Phyllis 

Hunt. The Roll Call was completed by the recording secretary after which Bishop Sobiechowski adminis-

tered the oath of office to the delegates.    

 Minutes of the 70
th
 Convention had been sent electronically and were accepted with a   

motion by Marilyn Folcik seconded by Diane Bielizna. 

 The financial reports, also sent electronically (see below), were accepted on a motion by Arlene 

Strazzulla and seconded by Deb Charette. 

 The treasurer's report  indicated the following:  

 

 Beginning balance  January 1, 2021                   $  1.893.04 

   Income              1,330.00 

   Expenditures                         -574.00      

             Balance December 31, 2021            $  2,649.04 

       The Financial secretary's report indicated ten parishes have sent in dues and are up to date.  A total 

$585.00 has been collected in dues and $680.00 in donations.  We have 117 members in the diocese. 

` Election of officers for 2022-2024 was conducted by Vice-president Marilyn Folcik.  

A motion to accept the proposed slate of officers with the addition of Nancy Reilly as auditor was made by 

Karen Sobiechowski, seconded by Phyllis Hunt. The following were elected: President JoAnn Menzia (6
th
 

term), Vice-President Marilyn Folcik (6
th
 term), Recording Secretary Janice Klimczak (8

th
 term), Financial 

Secretary Susan Locks (8
th
 term), Treasurer Sally Watson (7

th
 term), Auditors:  Sue Pretola (6

th
 term), Di-

ane Hodgkins (6
th
 term), Anne Barnet (6

th
 term), Nancy Reilly (1

st
 term), Organizers:  Cynthia Hebert,  

Northeast seniorate (4
th
 term), Mary Ann Curylo, Central seniorate (3

rd
 term),  Open position, Southwest 

seniorate; Marshals:  Karen Sobiechowski (2
nd

 term), Deb Charette (1
st
 term), Janice Soltysiak (4

th
 term), 

Phyllis Hunt (6
th
 term), Arlene Strazzulla (3

rd
 term).  
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 A game of bingo, featuring words referring to the Eucharist was played, led by Marilyn Folcik and 

Arlene Strazzulla.  Game was won by Sub-deacon Justin Daviault. 

 Lunch was served at 12:30 pm. 

 The meeting resumed at 1:20 pm with our guest speaker, Father Robert Koerber, pastor of Holy 

Name of Jesus Parish, South Deerfield, MA.  His presentation was entitled: The Eucharist- -”The Center of 

Our Worship and an Historical Perspective”.  

 In his talk Father Koerber emphasized that the Holy Eucharist is the real presence of Jesus Christ in 

the form of bread and wine.  In our church, as in the Orthodox faith, the Eucharist is considered a 

“mystery”.   

 Father also explained that our Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament Society is important because we 

bear witness to the devotion and adoration of Christ in the Blessed Sacrament.  

In addition our responsibilities include demonstrating love of God and loyalty to the Polish National 

Catholic Church.  We promote spiritual development, care for the church sanctuary including flowers, lin-

ens and cleanliness, attend and assist at worship services, remember the ill with visitations, cards and 

calls and pay final tribute to deceased sisters at their wakes and funerals. 

  

New Business 

The National ANS convention will be held May 19-21, 2023 hosted by the ANS sisters of Holy Trinity 

Parish, Plantsville, CT.  This will also be the 72
nd

 consecutive convention of the Adoration of the Most 

Blessed Sacrament of the Eastern Diocese.  

Vice President Marilyn Folcik informed those in attendance that the National Board will send man-

dates out via regular mail.   Guests will be housed at Courtyard by Mariott, 1081 West St., Southington, 

CT.  A tentative schedule has been proposed including registration from 1-5 pm on May 19, meet and 

greet at 5:30 pm with light supper, greetings and opening remarks from 6:30-8:30 pm.  Registration on  

Saturday, May 20 at 8 am will be followed with Mass at 9 am and group picture.  A continental breakfast/

meeting will begin at 10 am. Lunch will be served at 12 noon continuing with the business meeting and 

elections.  Vicki Triano, local minister, will be guest speaker in the afternoon followed possibly by a Bible 

Study video or other activity.  Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament will be celebrated at 5 pm followed by 

dinner/adjournment. Sunday, May 21 Mass will be celebrated at 10 am followed by breakfast and adjourn-

ment by noon.   

Future locations for 2024 were discussed.  We are overdue for a convention in the Central Sen-

iorate. To make attending easier and lessen the work load for hosting sisters it was suggested that we hold 

the convention in a central location with perhaps a potluck lunch. 

Bishop Sobiechowski explained why the Youth Retreat will be held at Blessed Trinity Parish, Fall 

River, MA again this year in person. Covid restrictions and health considerations make it impossible to ar-

range activities at Camp Howe this year but hopefully things will change soon.  A motion to fund the Youth 

Retreat in the amount of $200 was made by Nancy Reilly, seconded by Sue Locks and passed.  

 President Menzia then said a prayer for our sisters departed since last year. Prayers were also said 

for those who are ill, anxious or under stress. It was suggested individuals and sodalities send our sister 

Emilia DeVore birthday cards for her 99
th
 birthday. 

   President JoAnn Menzia spoke about “Angels Among Us”, about serving others.  Each organization 

represented was given a gift bag containing lap afghans created by member Jean Doda, now deceased.  

These should be given to people who are ill or ailing to bring them cheer. She also suggested sending 

cards and making phone calls to keep in touch with those unable to get around. 

After an explanation of an adult education project to be more mindful of the Bible's teachings, sun-

flower seedlings, symbol of hope in the Ukraine, were distributed to those in attendance. It is hoped that as 

the sunflowers grow, so too will the Eucharistic people of the PNCC. 
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 The basket raffle brought in a total of $307. Half will go into the ED-ANS treasury, half will go to the 

ANS of Lowell for their favorite charity 

 Bishop Sobiechowski thanked all for their attendance and listed upcoming activities in the diocese/

seniorate/general church: Bible Study, second Thursday of each month; NE seniorate Corpus Christi 

Mass, Woonsocket, RI June 16; Diocesan Council, June 4, Plantsville, CT; Cathedral of the Pines, July 10.  

Bishop Sobiechowski gave the closing prayer and his blessing. The convention ended at 3:10 pm.  

Parishes in Lowell, MA, Manchester, NH, Plantsville, CT, South Deerfield, MA, Westfield, MA partici-

pated. There were 22 lay participants and 6 clergy representing 5 parishes. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

   By Janice Klimczak -Recording Secretary ED-ANS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Father Senior Soltysiak, 

ED-ANS chaplain celebrat-

ing Mass assisted by Father 

Andrzej Tenus, pastor of 

St. Casimir's and Sub-

deacon Justin Daviault.  

On left are Father Senior 

Joseph Krusienski and 

Bishop Paul Sobiechowski. 

On right is Father Robert 

Koerber  

ED-ANS convention 

participants  

May 21, 2022  
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Father Senior Joseph Soltysiak preaching the homily 

Gift bags containing lap robes for sick and shut-ins Centerpieces  

Being mindful of the Bible's teachings, sunflower 

seedlings, symbol of hope in the Ukraine, were dis-

tributed  in the hope that as they grow, so too will 

the Eucharistic people of the PNCC  
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Basket raffle prizes—one half of pro-

ceeds go to the ED-ANS treasury, the 

other half to a charity of the host  parish. 

Karen Sobiechowski, Phyllis Hunt, 

JoAnn Menzia. 

Father Robert Koerber presents “The Eucharist—

The Center of Our Worship and an Historical Per-

spective” 

Bishop Sobiechowski listening to President JoAnn Menzia 

make introductions 



The Messenger –Quarterly Newsletter of the Eastern Diocese — Volume 12, Issue #2, June 2022 

75 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

.  

 

 

 

For more details on the details of this “Open House”, please contact one of these EDSPC members: 
 

• Tom Zarek (tom@iseengineering.com) 
• Laurel Curylo (lrlcurylo@gmail.com) 
• Shirley Mietlicki (shirleym@umass.edu) 
• Larry Gagnon (larry.gagnon@comcast.net 

Moving Towards the Future 

Eastern Diocese Strategic Planning Commission 

The time is now! 
The Eastern Diocese Strategic Planning Commission 

(EDSPC) was established in 2017. Since its inception it 

has diligently worked on fulfilling its charge of,         

“…to create a long-term strategic plan based on the 

2016 Synod Goals and guide efforts to grow the 

church physically in membership and spiritually.” 

 

“Open House” (online) 
 

On Monday, June 13, 7pm, EDSPC members captivat-

ed attendees in less than 30 minutes and… 

 Gave a brief reflection on its history and its on-

going objectives. 

 Shared a list of our accomplishments thus far. 

 Highlighted present focus areas based on an es-

tablished and Synod accepted action plan. 

 Provided a glimpse of what is to come. 

 Stressed the need for parish liaisons from across 

the diocese  
 

For those that were in attendance they were entered into 

a raffle for a $25 gift card, and the winner was Marilyn 

Folcik!  

Gathered Together 

mailto:shirleym@umass.edu
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Eastern Diocese Strategic Planning Commission  

The Future is Yours! 
 

 The Polish National Catholic Church Eastern Diocese (PNCC ED) is growing and will continue to 
grow because of you.  

 The PNCC ED established a Strategic Planning Commission to work across all parishes to create 
and act on a long-term plan to grow our diocese. A lot of work has been accomplished, a vibrant plan for 
growth has been created and now is the time for action.  
 

Some of the plan’s key focuses are: 

• Commitment 

• Traditions and Branding (Increasing Spirituality and Learning) 

• Growth and Membership (Community Engagement and Social Media Usage) 

The question is: Will you join us in this great work of discipleship?  

If you are interested in hearing more details or would like details on how you can help, then please con-
tact Subdeacon Justin Daviault at deaconjustinPNCC@gmail.com 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

Be Part of and Create the Future of the Eastern Diocese! 

 

Parish Liaison Opportunity 

Duties and Responsibilities 

 The Eastern Diocese Strategic Planning Commission is seeking Parish 

Liasons to assist in delivering on its mission to grow our church both physically in membership and spiritu-

ally. Please consider these active and engaging items and ask to be included in this valuable work.  

• Be an information conduit between the Strategic Planning Commission and the Parish family. 

• Communicate with other Parish Liaisons to share information and to discuss and share parish level ac-

tivities. Includes discussion on inter parish activities, fund raising and diocese activities. 

• Working with the Clergy and Parish Committee articulates and institutes the Strategic plan at the Parish 

level. 

• Attend Monthly/Quarterly Strategic Planning Commission meetings to provide input to the plan and to 

provide a status on the implementation of the Strategic plan at the Parish level. The status may be pro-

vided via email in lieu of meeting attendance. 

• Work closely with a Diocesan Staff member (TBD) to keep social media accounts up to date and con-

taining new content where needed. Along with the Staff member implements new social media ac-

counts, modifies social media pages for ease of use, and makes changes for new formats, and layouts.  

• Assists/Provides PNCC awareness (“branding”) to the Parish Family. 

mailto:deaconjustinPNCC@gmail.com


The Messenger –Quarterly Newsletter of the Eastern Diocese — Volume 12, Issue #2, June 2022 

77 

 

The 50th (+2) Anniversary of Ordination to the Holy Priesthood 

Of Fr. Senior Joseph Krusienski 
 

 On Sunday June 12, 2022 on Trinity Sunday at Holy Trinity Parish in Plantsville, CT, Fr. Sr. Joseph 

Krusienski celebrated his 50th (+2) Anniversary of Ordination to the Holy Priesthood. Prime Bishop Mikov-

sky, Bishop Paul Sobiechowski, the diocesan seniors, clergy and faithful gathered to commemorate this 

beautiful day and Fr. Sr. Joe’s faithful and zealous service to the Holy Church.  

 Fr. Sr. Joe celebrated the Holy Mass of thanksgiving together with the PNCC Clergy. Ecumenical 

guests offered the readings, and Fr. Sr. Robert Nemkovich delivered an uplifting sermon. 

 At the testimonial banquet after the Mass different guests gave their greetings to Fr. Sr. Joe the oc-

casion of his Anniversary. Mrs. Kathy Nemkovich, as PNU Vice President, gave greetings on behalf of the 

Polish National Union.  

 Dear Fr. Sr. Joe! May God bless, lead,  and protect you in the years to come! May He bless and 

protect your family and parishioners. Sto Lat! 
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Father Robert Koerber celebrates his 50th anniversary of ordination 

 to the Holy Priesthood 

 

 On a beautiful Sunday, June 26, 2022,  Fr. Robert Koerber, the Pastor of the Holy 

Name of Jesus Parish in South Deerfield, MA,  celebrated the Mass of Thanksgiving for his 

50
th
 anniversary of Ordination to the Holy Priesthood. Dear Fr. Robert -You have been 

serving faithfully our Lord for this long time and we can only say thank you to our Father in 

heaven for your call and for your dedication to the Gospel. 

 May our good Lord give you strength, wisdom, knowledge to continue serving in His 

Church. May our good Lord bless you more and more in the years to come. Happy 

anniversary, servant of God. 
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The 202 Eastern Diocese Worship Service  

at Cathedral of the Pines in Rindge, NH   

 

 The 2022 Eastern Diocese Worship Service at Cathedral of the Pines in Rindge, NH will take place 

on Sunday, July 10, 2022 at 3:30 PM.  A vespers service theming on “Being Eucharistic People” will be 

held. After the service,  All participants, including 

clergy and their families, can eat at no charge at 

the local Woodbound Inn in nearby Rindge, as 

the Eastern Diocese will be paying the bill.  

 The menu includes barbecued chicken, hot 

dogs, hamburgers, garden salad with choice of 

dressing, loaded potato salad, summer slaw, corn 

on the cob, New England style baked beans, wa-

termelon slices, strawberry shortcake, coffee and 

tea. Deadline for all signups is Monday, July 4, 

2022. Please call ahead or 

email Soltysiak@comcast.net.   

Yours in Christ, 

Fr. Senior Joseph Soltysiak 

 

 

mailto:Soltysiak@comcast.net
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Collection for Ukraine 

And Alms Collection (From Septuagesima Sunday until Maundy Thursday) 

 

We thank all parishes  of the Eastern Diocese for participating in the Diocesan Collection               

to support Ukrainian refugees in Poland,  

And in the Diocesan Alms Collection to support the local charity organizations.  

 

Diocesan Collection for Ukraine: 

• Holy Trinity Cathedral in Manchester, NH—$17,335.  

• Blessed Trinity Parish in Fall River, MA—$7,500  

• Holy Cross  in Central Falls, RI—$4,000  

• Our Savior’s Parish in Woonsocket, RI -$1,860.00 

• St. Casimir Parish, n Lowell, MA—$8,020 

• Holy Trinity Parish in Webster, MA– $150.00 

• St. Joseph’s of Stratford, CT—$2,000 

 

 

Diocesan Alms Collection: 

• Holy Trinity Cathedral in Manchester, NH—$2,000. Donated to the International Institute of New Eng-

land to help families.  

• Blessed Trinity Parish in Fall River, MA—$515. Donated to sponsor an Angels Anonymous Food Drive, 

DEA Drug Return ,and Feeding the Homeless with Thrive. 

• Holy Cross  in Central Falls, RI—$267. Donated to Central Falls Food Pantry 

• Our Savior’s Parish in  Woonsocket, RI -$180. Donated to Men’s shelter 

in Woonsocket. 

• St. Casimir Parish in Lowell, MA—$110. Donated to the local Internation-

al Institute to help Ukrainian refugees expected to arrive in Lowell  this 

Fall. 

•Holy Trinity Parish in Webster, MA– $50. Donated to support the local 

Veterans. 

• St. Joseph’s of Stratford in CT—(All anonymous) Donated to different 

local organizations. 

• St. Valentine Parish in Northampton, MA—$257. Donated to Northamp-

ton Survival Center. 
 

 As reported today the total from the parishes collections for Ukraine is: $40,865.00 

 The total collected in Alms Lenten Boxes is: $3,379.00 
 

 It was also noticed that some of our  parishes sent their donations immediately to the PNCC Parish-

es in Poland who are hosting or supporting refugees from Ukraine. Some others supported the local organ-

izations who help people in Ukraine.  
 

May God bless ALL of you for your generosity and caring and compassionate hearts! 
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✠  ✠  ✠  ✠  ✠  ✠  ✠  ✠ 
 

FROM THE CHANCERY OFFICE  
   

Note: all outlying events may be affected by the continuing 

COVID-19 pandemic. Events may be adjusted from 

face-to-face to a Zoom platform as we draw nearer the event.  
 

A reminder: 

Our diocesan family is being asked to pray the 

“Prayer for the Youth” and the “Our Father” prayers, 

found in the in the PNCC Prayer Book on pages 35 and  87, each Wednesday at 12 Noon 

during the month of July for the intention of the youth in our  parishes, our diocese, 

and the PNCC, and for healing and peace in our communities, nation and world. 

Prayers for August and September will be announced 

via internet to all parishes of the Eastern Diocese.  

 

We thank all parishes that participated in the Diocesan Alms Collection from Septuagesima Sunday until 

Maundy Thursday. Individual parish collection efforts can be seen in this issue of The Messenger.    

. 

 

 Assignments:  

• no new assignments 

 

 Bishop's Visits to Parishes:  

• Sunday, June 26 - The Sacrament of Confirmation to be conferred on   candidates in Our Saviour’s 

Parish, Woonsocket, RI 4:00 PM 

• Saturday in July or August  - The Sacrament of Confirmation to be conferred on  candidates in St. Jo-

seph’s of Stratford Parish, Stratford, CT (date and time yet to be determined) 

• Sunday, September 11 - The Sacrament of Confirmation to be conferred on candidates in Holy Trinity 

Parish, Plantsville, CT 4:00 PM 
 

 Diocesan and National Meetings: (all times are Eastern) 

• Tuesday, June 28 - Possible Eastern Diocese Finance Commission Zoom Meeting - 7:00 PM 

• Tuesday, July 12 - P.N.C.C. Bishops’ Zoom Meeting - 1:00 PM 

 



The Messenger –Quarterly Newsletter of the Eastern Diocese — Volume 12, Issue #2, June 2022 

90 

 

• Tuesday, July 26 - P.N.C.C. Bishops’ Zoom Meeting - 1:00 PM 

• Monday, August 1 - Eastern Diocese Mission and Evangelism Commission Meeting - 6:30 PM   

• Tuesday, August 02 - PNCC Episcopal Nomination Commission Meeting - National Church Center - 

Scranton, PA (all day) 

• Monday, August 08 - Eastern Diocese Strategic Planning Commission Zoom Meeting - 7:00 PM 

• Tuesday, August 09 - P.N.C.C. Bishops’ Zoom Meeting - 1:00 PM 

• Tuesday, August 23 - P.N.C.C. Bishops’ Zoom Meeting - 1:00 PM 

• Monday, August 29 - Spojnia District 3 Zoom Meeting - 7:00 PM 

• Tuesday, September 06 - P.N.C.C. Bishops’ Zoom Meeting - 1:00 PM 

• Tuesday, September 13 - National Mission and Evangelism Commission Zoom Meeting - 7:00 PM  

• Monday, September 19 - Wednesday, September 21 - National Liturgical Commission Meeting              

- National Church Center, Scranton, PA 

• Tuesday, September 27 - Wednesday, September 28 - Doctrine Commission Meeting - National 

Church Center, Scranton, PA 

 

Diocesan and National Liturgical Celebrations: (all times are Eastern) 
 

• Saturday, July 2 - Solemnity of the Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

• Sunday, July 3 - Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

• Monday, July 4 - Independence Day - Federal Holiday 

• Sunday, July 10 - Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

• Sunday, July 17 - Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

• Sunday, July 24 - Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

• Monday, July 25 - Feast of Saint James the Greater - Apostle 

• Sunday, July 31 - Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

• Wednesday, August 3 - Feast of the Finding of the Body of Saint Stephen 

• Saturday, August 6 - Solemnity of the Transfiguration of our Lord 

• Sunday, August 7 - Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

• Sunday, August 14 - Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

• Monday, August 15 - Solemnity of the Dormition / Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

• Sunday, August 21 - Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time 

• Wednesday, August 24 - Feast of Saint Bartholomew - Apostle 

• Friday, August 26 - Solemnity of Our Lady of Czestochowa 
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• Sunday, August 28 - Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time - Youth Sunday 

• Monday, August 29 - Solemnity of the Beheading of Saint John the Baptist 

• Sunday, September 4 - Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

• Monday, September 5 - Labor Day - Federal Holiday  

• Thursday September 8 - Solemnity of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

• Sunday, September 11 - Solemnity of Brotherly Love - Twenty-First Anniversary of 9/11/2001 

• Wednesday, September 14 - Solemnity of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross  

• Thursday September 15 - Solemnity of Our Holy Mother of Sorrows 

• Sunday, September 18 - Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

• Wednesday, September 21 - Feast of Saint Matthew - Apostle, Evangelist 

• Sunday, September 25 - Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time - Spojnia Sunday 

• Thursday, September 29 - Feast of Saint Michael - Archangel 

 

 

Diocesan and National Event Schedule: (all times are Eastern) 

• Friday, July 8 - Sunday July 10 - Eastern Diocese Scout Camporee - Our Saviour’s Parish,              

Woonsocket, RI 

• Sunday, July 10 - Eastern Diocese Cathedral of the Pines Vespers and Dinner - Rindge, NH - 3:30 PM 

• Thursday, July 14 - Eastern Diocese Adult Zoom Bible Study led by Sub-Deacon Justin Daviault            

- 7:00 PM 

• Monday July 18 - Friday July 22 - National Youth Convocation “Live, Laugh, Love with God”                    

- Valparaiso University, Valparaiso, IN 

• Thursday, August 11 - Eastern Diocese Adult Zoom Bible Study led by Father Paweł Lukaszewicz         

- 7:00 PM 

• Sunday August 21 - Wednesday August 24 - Eastern Diocese Youth Retreat - Blessed Trinity Parish - 

Fall River, MA 

• Saturday, September 3 - National Y.M.S.R. Golf Tournament - Parma, OH 

• Thursday, September 8 - Eastern Diocese Adult Zoom Bible Study led by Bishop Paul Sobiechowski      

- 7:00 PM 
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By Fr. Adam Czarnecki 
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Holy Trinity Cathedral 

166 Pearl St., Manchester, NH-03104-4236 

Rt. Rev. Paul Sobiechowski, Pastor 

(603)622-4524 

St. Joseph’s Parish 

73 Main St., Westfield, MA 01085-3189 

Very Rev. Joseph Soltysiak, Pastor 

(413)562-4403 

Blessed Trinity Parish 

37 Winthrop St., Fall River, MA 02721—2541 

Very Rev. Robert Nemkovich, Jr, Pastor 
(508)672-4854 

St. Valentine’s Parish 

127 King St., Northampton, MA 01060-3234 

Rev. Adam Czarnecki, Pastor 
(413)584-0133 

St. Casimir’s Parish 

268 Lakeview Avenue, Lowell, MA 01850-2313 

Rev. Andrzej Tenus, Pastor 
(978)453-0742 

Divine Providence Parish 

11 Silver St., Norwich, CT 06360-4731 

Rev. Christopher Rogalski, Pastor 
(860)887-2812 

Holy Cross Parish 

320 High St, Central Falls, RI 02863-3108 

Very Rev. Robert Nemkovich, Jr, Administrator 
(401)722-5130 

Holy Saviour Parish 

118 Prospect St., Naugatuck, CT 06770-3056 

Rev. Paul Dudek, Pastor 
(203)729-4035 

Our Saviour’s Parish 

500 Smithfield Rd., Woonsocket, RI 02895-6285 

Rev. Henryk Wos, Pastor 
(401)762-3072 

Holy Trinity Parish 

200 Summer St., Plantsville, CT 06479-1119 

Very Rev. Joseph Krusienski, Pastor 
(860)628-0736 

Holy Cross Parish 

61 Maple St., Ware, MA 01082-1545 

Very Rev. Fryderyk Banas, Pastor 
(413)967-5233 

St. Casimir Parish 

240 Quinnipiac St., Wallingford, CT 01850-2313 

Very Rev. Joseph Krusienski, Administrator 
(203)294-8888 

Holy Trinity Parish 

68 Lake St., Webster, MA 01570-2160 

Rev. Henryk Wos, Administrator 
(508)-943-0608 / (401)-762-3072 

St. John the Baptist Parish 

23 Golway St., Manchester, CT 06042-2016 

Rev. Adam Piekarzewski-Pastor 
(860)643-5906 

Holy Mother of the Rosary Parish 

26 Bell St., Chicopee, MA 01013-3002 
Rev. Pawel Lukaszewicz, Pastor 

(413)592-2032 

St. Joseph’s Parish 

1300 Stratford Rd., Stratford, CT 06615-7639 
Rev. Thomas Walsh, Pastor 

(203)923-2424 

Holy Name of Jesus Parish 

15 Thayer St., South Deerfield, MA 01373-1136 

Rev. Robert Koerber, Pastor 

(413)665-2129  /  (413)530-8575 

 

Parishes of the Eastern Diocese 

Diocesan Chaplains 

Mission & Evangelism Commission 

Rev. Robert Koerber  

Scouting Commission 

Rev. Adam Czarnecki 

Ladies Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament  

Very Rev. Joseph Soltysiak 

United Choirs 

Rev. Pawel Lukaszewicz 

Polish National Union of America (Spojnia) District 3 

Very Rev. Robert Nemkovich 

Youth Commission 

Very Rev. Robert Nemkovich 

School of Christian Living 

Very Rev. Joseph Soltysiak 

Deacon Program 

Very Rev. Robert Nemkovich 

 

Young Men's Society of the  Resurrection 

Rev. Thomas Walsh 

Lay Ministries  

Rev. Adam Czarnecki 
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Editor: Rev. Henryk Wos, PhD 
Corrections: Mrs. Karen Sobiechowski 
Controller: Rt. Rev. Bp. Paul Sobiechowski 
 

• 2022 THE MESSENGER deadline for articles: 

 

 

Fall issue: September 11 

Winter issue: November 24 

 

The e-mail address to send articles is:  

woshenryk@gmail.com 

All issues of THE MESSENGER are available on  

diocesan website: 

 http://www.easterndiocesepncc.org, or through the 

smart phone app “Eastern Diocese PNCC.” 

    The quality and style of this newsletter de-

pends upon your cooperation. It is also a great 

way to let others know about our church, parishes 

and people. We look forward to your contribu-

tions! 

 

 

THE EASTERN DIOCESE MISSION & EVANGELISM       

COMMISSION OF THE POLISH NATIONAL CATHOLIC 

CHURCH, IN THE MONTH OF JULY CALLS UPON CHURCH 

MEMBERS, AS WELL AS OTHERS, TO OFFER PRAYERS EACH 

WEDNESDAY AT 12:00 PM  

FOR THE YOUTH OF OUR CHURCH. PLEASE JOIN US IN PRAYER.  

 

PRAYER FOR THE YOUTH 

Loving and kind Father, because You created us in Your image and 

likeness and determined that one generation should follow another           

in order to continue life, keep in Your tender and steadfast care the youth 

of the Church. 

May they come to know and understand that true happiness can be 

attained when they live in harmony with Your teaching.  

May they, like our Lord and Savior in His youth, 

            “grow in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favor.” 

Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen       (PNCC Prayer Book, p. 87). 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER: 

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed by Thy Name; Thy Kingdom come, Thy Will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day, our daily bread, and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us, and lead us not into tempta-

tion but deliver us from evil. Amen.  

http://www.easterndiocesepncc.org,

