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FORGIVENESS IS A 

KEY ATTRIBUTE OF 

DISCIPLESHIP  

 

Then Jesus said, ñFather, 

Forgive them; for they do not 

know what they are doing.ò 

Luke 23:34, NRSV 

 

  We continue our 2019 journey down the road of ñDiscipleshipò 

The Future Direction Committee advised all parishes at the very 

beginning to have some type of visible announcement when folk 

leave Holy Mass on Sundays that they are Disciples and should carry 

themselves as such. In the Cathedral we have taken the logo of their 

newsletter with the bold words Discipleship and placed them above 

the doors in the cathedral narthex. 

 During this season of Lent, as we walk out of our Church 

doors, I pray that we consider one specific characteristic of 

discipleship; the grace of forgiveness. We remind ourselves of 

forgiveness daily in so many ways. In the daily praying of the Our 

Father we say, ñForgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us...ò How often we catch ourselves daily saying 

ñIôm sorry,ò implying, ñPlease forgive me.ò Every Sunday we confess 

our sins at the beginning of Holy Mass.  In the Contemporary Rite 

first form we say ñ...I sincerely regret my sins and I am truly sorry....ò 

But are we truly asking to be forgiven? A favorite author of 

mine, C.S. Lewis, delivered a sermon at Oxford University, Church of 

St. Mary the Virgin, on June 8, 1941. It can be found in The Weight of 

Glory, by C.S. Lewis. originally published in 1942 by G. Bles in 

London and by Macmillan Co., New York. In that sermon Lewis 

points out the following:    
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Forgiving versus Excusing 

 ñI find that when I think I am asking God to forgive me I am often in reality (unless I watch myself 

very carefully) asking him to do something quite different. I am asking him not to forgive me but to excuse 

me. But there is all the difference in the world between forgiving and excusing. Forgiveness says, "Yes, you 

have done this thing, but I accept your apology; I will never hold it against you and everything between us 

two will be exactly as it was before." But excusing says "I see that you couldn't help it or didn't mean it; you 

weren't really to blame." If one was not really to blame then there is nothing to forgive. In that sense for-

giveness and excusing are almost opposites....  

 ñWhen it comes to the question of our forgiving other people, it is partly the same and partly differ-

ent. It is the same because, here also, forgiving does not mean excusing. Many people seem to think it 

does. They think that if you ask them to forgive someone who has cheated or bullied them you are trying to 

make out that that there was really no cheating or no bullying. But if that were so, there would be nothing to 

forgive. They keep on replying, "But I tell you the man broke a most solemn promise." Exactly: that is pre-

cisely what you have to forgive. (This doesn't mean that you must necessarily believe his next promise. It 

does mean that you must make every effort to kill every taste of resentment in your own heart ï every wish 

to humiliate or hurt him or to pay him out.) The difference between this situation and the one in which you 

are asking God's forgiveness is this: In our own case we accept excuses too easily; in other people's we do 

not accept them easily enough.ò 

 

 C.S.Lewis gives us an important distinction to consider when we ask God or anyone for forgiveness. 

If we truly wish to be disciples of Jesus Christ, and if we hope to help others to become disciples of our 

Lord, we must seek forgiveness and not seek to be excused. To realize the difference will require prayer, 

discernment and actively training ourselves to always be aware of the difference.  

 In Scripture we find St. Paulôs exhortation: ñFor by the grace given to me I say to everyone among 

you not to think of yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each ac-

cording to the measure of faith that God has assigned..ò (Romans 12:3, NRSV) 

 Paul calls us to ñBear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each 

other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive.ò (Colossians 3:13, NRSV) 

 The Prophet Micah speaks to the benefit of true forgiveness when he writes: ñWho is a God like 

you, who pardons sin and forgives the transgression of the remnant of his inheritance? You do not 

stay angry forever but delight to show mercy. You will again have compassion on us; you will tread 

our sins underfoot and hurl all our iniquities into the depths of the sea.ò (Micah 7: 18-19, NIV) 

   

  Let us use this Lent to understand the true meaning of forgiveness that we can indeed be the 

disciples of Christ that our Holy Mother, the Church, calls us to be.   

 

 

                                                  + Bishop Paul 
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The Resolutions of the 25th General Synod  
of the Polish National Catholic Church  

 

 

 

 

Whereas, we the delegates to the 25th General Synod of the Polish National 
Catholic Church - representatives of the holy People of God - have convened under the leadership of our 
Prime Bishop and Bishops at Our Lady of the Snows Shrine in Belleville, IL, from October 1 through 
October 3, 2018. 
 
Whereas, we were strengthened, nourished and enlightened by our Lord Jesus Christ, truly present in our 
midst through Word and Sacrament at the Holy Mass concelebrated by our Prime Bishop, Bishops and 
Clergy, and understand it as the most important aspect of the great work of these days; 
 
Whereas, we offer our gratitude to the Western Diocese of the Church, under the leadership of Bishop 
Bilinski, and those who assumed the responsibilities of planning and carrying out this Holy Synod; 
 
Whereas, we acknowledge the courageous presence and active participation of the gathered delegates, as 
we proclaim that the Mission of the Church has been entrusted to her members of all ages, each called to 
pursue lives of holiness as Disciples of Jesus Christ and to invite others to do likewise; 
 
Whereas, we recognize the foundation that was laid at the 24th General Synod of the Polish National 
Catholic Church regarding our Future Direction and celebrate the many diligent efforts to build upon this 
within our Dioceses and Parishes over the last four years, in pursuing true Regeneration of spirit, mind and 
heart; by seeking to engender deeper Reverence for God and our neighbors; by willingly Recommitting 
ourselves to undertaking the work of the Church within our Parishes, and faithfully striving to welcome all of 
these virtues into the daily lives of our Families; 

 
Whereas, we have again considered with renewed enthusiasm and rekindled creativity the Future Direction 
of our beloved Church by continuing to reflect upon the meaning of Growth with regard to its Membership, 
the continual need for Increased Spirituality and the value of Lifelong Learning for its members of all ages, 
the ongoing pursuit of personal holiness as the means of enabling joyful responses to Godôs call to Sacred 
Vocations, and the need to further enhance our Community Involvement and Presence;  
 

We, therefore, resolve to fervently ask that God the Father, through the prayers of Our Lady of the 
Snows, may bring forth abundant fruit from the proceedings of this 25th General Synod of the Polish 
National Catholic Church, to seek grace and strength from our Lord Jesus Christ to embrace the work he 
has entrusted to our care, and to knock so that the Holy Spirit will open and inflame our hearts so that we 
may return to our parishes inspired to execute the work of this Synod, firm in our Catholic faith, anchored 
by hope and motivated by charity, unwaveringly committed as members of the Polish National Catholic 
Church, charged to boldly proclaim the Gospel at all times, in all places and to all people through our 
words, our actions and our lives of holiness, and more certain than ever that ñWith truth, work and struggle, 
we shall succeed!ò  
 
Respectfully submitted this day, October 3, 2018, by the Resolution Committee of the 25th General Synod 
of Polish National Catholic Church.  
 
Christopher Cremean (Western Diocese); Marilyn Folcik (Eastern Diocese); Rebecca Kotula (Central 
Diocese) and Rev. Dr. Scott J. Lill (Buffalo-Pittsburgh Diocese) 
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