	A WISE INVESTMENT   (new Series)   Jan 2025

(Accessing & Imparting what has been Given..)

· Investing, your time, talents, resources, understanding wisely!

1. Research:   (Investigating the opportunities and wise places, Why) 
                        Investment counselors
· Henry Blackaby said…..find out what the Lord is doing and join Him.
                             Point 1:    Research is discovery of Truths (Facts)
                                                Principle:   Truth will Gird you and set you free      Eph 6:14   Jn 8:32

The wisest place to invest, is where the greatest potential return on investment is!
· Wordly Rule:  The Greater the potential return the greater the risk!
Most opt for the safer Investment, the lessor amount of risk. 
     
 Thought process:  what’s the least I have to do to increase my return, so I hire others who take a percentage of my return for managing my investment.

Question:  What qualifies as a good investment to you?

Proverbs 7:1-4 (NKJV) 
1  My son, keep my words, And treasure my commands within you. 
2  Keep my commands and live, And my law as the apple of your eye. 
3  Bind them on your fingers; Write them on the tablet of your heart. 
4  Say to wisdom, "You are my sister," And call understanding your nearest kin,

Proverbs 10:14-17 (NKJV) 
14  Wise people store up knowledge, But the mouth of the foolish is near destruction. 
15  The rich man's wealth is his strong city; The destruction of the poor is their poverty. 
16  The labor of the righteous leads to life, The wages of the wicked to sin. 
17  He who keeps instruction is in the way of life, But he who refuses correction goes astray.

Matthew 6:19-21 (NLT2) 
19  “Don’t store up treasures here on earth, where moths eat them and rust destroys them, and where thieves break in and steal. 
20  Store your treasures in heaven, where moths and rust cannot destroy, and thieves do not break in and steal. 
21  Wherever your treasure is, there the desires of your heart will also be.

Matthew 13:44 (NLT2) 
44  “The Kingdom of Heaven is like a treasure that a man discovered hidden in a field. In his excitement, he hid it again and sold everything he owned to get enough money to buy the field. 
POINT 1: The Return is Greater than the investment

Matthew 13:8-9 (NLT2) 
8  Still other seeds fell on fertile soil, and they produced a crop that was thirty, sixty, and even a hundred times as much as had been planted!       6.17% highest today
9  Anyone with ears to hear should listen and understand.”

POINT 2: What produces good soil?

Repentance
Surrender
Submission
Obedience in Love
	POINT 3     What is foolish and what is wise to invest in?


Matthew 7:21-27 (NLT2) 
21  “Not everyone who calls out to me, ‘Lord! Lord!’ (Kooreos)(Supreme Leader,controller) will enter the Kingdom of Heaven. Only those who actually do the will of my Father in heaven will enter. 
22  On judgment day many will say to me, ‘Lord! Lord! We prophesied in your name and cast out demons in your name and performed many miracles in your name.’ 
23  But I will reply, ‘I never knew you. Get away from me, you who break God’s laws.’ 
24  “Anyone who listens to my teaching and follows it is wise, like a person who builds a house on solid rock. 
25  Though the rain comes in torrents and the floodwaters rise and the winds beat against that house, it won’t collapse because it is built on bedrock. 
26  But anyone who hears my teaching and ignores it is foolish, like a person who builds a house on sand. 
27  When the rains and floods come and the winds beat against that house, it will collapse with a mighty crash.”

Titus 3:4-8 (NLT2) 
4  But—“When God our Savior revealed his kindness and love, 
5  he saved us, not because of the righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He washed away our sins, giving us a new birth and new life through the Holy Spirit. 
6  He generously poured out the Spirit upon us through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
7  Because of his grace he declared us righteous and gave us confidence that we will inherit eternal life.” 
8  This is a trustworthy saying, and I want you to insist on these teachings so that all who trust in God will devote themselves to doing good. These teachings are good and beneficial for everyone.

POINT 4:     Who Is Actually Investing?

Ephesians 2:8-10 (NKJV) 
8  For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 
9  not of works, lest anyone should boast. 
10  For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.

POINT 5: What Return is He Expecting?
	
Ephesians 6:14 (NKJV) 
14  Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth, having put on the breastplate of righteousness,

John 8:31-32 (NKJV) 
31  Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, "If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed. 
32  And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free."

Matthew 11:28-30 (NKJV) 
28  Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 
29  Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 
30  For My yoke is easy and My burden is light."

Conformity, putting on Christ, becoming His disciples, Ambassadors, Witnesses

What Return Can We Expect?   Romans explains our condition, our setting apart, our transformation as well as what we can expect to receive in return for Investing our lives in Christ.   Next week we look at the cost and return on our investment!

2. Initial Investment:    (What and how much do we invest)
                            Point 2:    Counting the Cost  (What are the requirements)
                                                   Principle: Nothing less than all        Mt 16:25       Mt 4:17-6:34

Where is the Safe Place to Invest?

We dabble with Investing, just as we dabble with Discipleship!

We want to retain control of as much as possible!

Investing is in a Name:  Name of fund, stock or person

· Jesus Said I AM  …….Elohim…..EL = Eternal  One ….the strong One who manifest Himself by His Word
Creator which means everything else is created     Gen 1:1-3       Job 38:4-5   42:2,4-6  Isaiah 40:26-31    John 1:1-5         1 John 5:9-13

· Yahweh (YHWH)     Divine Nature of God
· I am the bread of life (John 6:35)
· I am the light of the world (8:12)
· I am the gate (10:7)
· I am the good shepherd (10:11, 14)
· I am the resurrection and the life (11:25)
· I am the way and the truth and the life (14:6)
· I am the true vine (15:1)


Psalm 20:7    7	Some trust in chariots, and some in horses;
But we will remember the name of the Lord our God.

Jesus Says I Am the Safe Leader, the Safe Investment.  I have your best interest at Heart
I know and am Able to provide for your every need out of my riches in Glory!

Mt 16:25-26  25 For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it. 26 For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?

Mt 6:25-34  25 “Therefore I say to you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink; nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food and the body more than clothing? 26 Look at the birds of the air, for they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? 27 Which of you by worrying can add one cubit to his stature?
28 “So why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin; 29 and yet I say to you that even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 30 Now if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will He not much more clothe you, O you of little faith?
31 “Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. 33 But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you. 34 Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about its own things. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.


3. Review of Investment:   Mine and God’s
                            Point 3:    Reviews allow for adjustments
                                                 Principle:   Stewardship is a Requirement    1 Cor 4:1-2

                            Eternal Consequence:  We must all face a final review (Autopsy)
· Not to determine cause of death, but the Existence of and Reward of LIFE!
                                  (Jan David Hettinga) Follow Me (Newly released as The Safe King)

4. Living Out Our Purpose (Our Investment) in Our Generation    
                                      Acts 13:36  2Tim 4:7-8
                               
              Point 4:   Crown of Righteousness, Crown of Life    2 Tim 4:8     James 1:12
                                  Principle:  Well Done Good and Faithful Servant       Mt 25:21
                                                      What will you hear?
